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Denver’s Vance Johnson. 


Team analyses were written by the 28 
correspondents who cover the clubs 
weekly for THE SPORTING NEWS dur- 
ing the football season. Their reports 
and the rosters in this publication were 
prepared before the opening day of 
training camp and may not reflect late 
changes in personnel. 


The Sporting News Yearbook series is 
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That's what 4-Wheel & Off-Road magazine said 
about Pathfinder. Four Wheeler magazine 
called it, “...the Best of the Best.” And both 
magazines picked Pathfinder as the absolute 
best 4x4 of the year. 

Fromits car-like comfort and ride to its tough 
off-road performance and power, the new 
Nissan Pathfinder breaks new ground. 
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By VIC CARUCCI 


attered. Beaten. Bewildered. 
Kes In three words, Buffalo, the city 
that, some joke, should be extinct. 

To say in 1986 that hard times had fall- 
en upon New York’s second-largest city 
would be something of an understate- 
ment. Factories continued to close, popu- 
lation continued to dwindle, economic 
hardships multiplied and uncertainty and 
fear became a part of everyday life. As if 
that wasn’t enough, the city’s only link 
with the big time, the National Football 
League’s Buffalo Bills, continued to em- 
barrass. 

Buffalo needed help and it needed it 
quickly. A city needed a hero. Enter Jim 
Kelly. 

As a 26-year-old quarterback, Kelly 
couldn't offer relief from economic woes 
or unemployment, but he already had es- 
tablished his credentials as a bona fide 
savior in the football world. His powerful 
right arm had helped keep the University 
of Miami (Fla.) afloat in big-time college 
football in the early 1980s and he became 
one of the cornerstones for the fledgling 
United States Football League before its 
demise in August 1986. 

Kelly could not have foreseen the flood 
of emotion he would unleash last August 
by signing the richest contract in NFL 
history to play for the Bills. Nor could he 
have understood the responsibility, expec- 
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tation and hope that he would carry as the 
quarterback of a team that had won four 
games in two years while watching atten- 
dance sink to an unacceptable low. 

Buffalonians weren’t really expecting 
all that much. They simply wanted him to 
give their city some respectability while 
displaying the same talents that had daz- 
zled Houston fans for two USFL cam- 
paigns. In 1984, Kelly threw for more 
yards (5,219) and more touchdowns (44) 
than any other rookie in any league. In 
1985, despite missing the final four games 
with a knee injury, he passed for 4,623 
yards and 39 touchdowns. 

For the most part, Buffalo fans were 
not disappointed in 1986. 

The 6-foot-3, 215-pounder clearly estab- 
lished himself as a top-flight NFL talent, 
despite the Bills’ 4-12 finish. In breathing 
new life into a comatose offense, he broke 
two of Joe Ferguson’s team records with 
285 completions and a completion per- 
centage of 59.4. His 3,593 passing yards 
were only 59 shy of another Ferguson club 
mark, and his 22 touchdown passes more 
than doubled the combined output of all 
three Buffalo quarterbacks in 1985. 

The only serious blemish on his perfor- 
mance was that four of his 17 intercep- 
tions were thrown in the final moments of 
close defeats. 

But those mistakes, in retrospect, were 
forgiveable, especially considering that 
Kelly had almost no preseason to famil- 
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iarize himself with a new league, new 
teammates, new coaches and a new play- 
book. The Bills’ offensive philosophy was 
light years apart from the run-and-shoot 
offense he directed with the USFL’s Hous- 
ton Gamblers. 

“Early in the season, Jim had no idea 
what was coming down,” said Bob Leahy, 
the Bills’ former quarterbacks coach. “He 
didn’t know what anybody was running. 
He was just finding the open guy.” 

“I’m very proud of what I’ve done,” 
Kelly said. “How would I rate my season 
on a scale of 1 to 10? If I would have hada 
training camp, I would give myself a 7. 
Without, I'll give myself an 8.” 

Kelly is not adverse to promoting his 
own abilities, but it isn’t really necessary. 
There are plenty of others willing to do it 
for him. 

From Bills head Coach Marv Levy: 
“He’s not going to be a good quarterback; 
he’s going to be a great quarterback. He’s 
big, he’s strong for the position, he’s 
tough, he has a very good arm and he has 
great confidence—true confidence. I don’t 
mean bravado.” 

From current Bills quarterbacks coach 
Ted Marchibroda: “I don’t know of any- 
thing we can’t do with Jim. We’re dealing 
with a guy who has the fewest limitations 
at that position since Bert Jones (a Pro 
Bowl quarterback in 1976 while playing 
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for the Marchibroda-coached Baltimore 
Colts). There are four things about Jim 
that immediately jump out at me— the 
way he throws the long ball, his ability to 
spot a secondary receiver, his ability to 
throw on the run and his toughness. He’s 
going to execute plays that maybe an- 
other quarterback wouldn't.” 

From Leahy: “I think the reason Jim 
Kelly is going to make it big in this league 
is that he is just one tough mother. He 
really took some shots last year. And I 
really think that, if the surrounding cast 
can improve just a fraction, he’ll be so 
much better this year.” 

From Cleveland Browns Owner Art Mo- 
dell: “Jim Kelly is going to make people 


forget a lot of great quarterbacks. Once 
he learns how to read NFL defenses, he’s 
going to be unstoppable.” 

High expectations? Kelly must be get- 
ting used to that by now. Even so, he 
couldn’t have helped being touched and 
somewhat taken aback last August 18, the 
day he put his signature on a five-year, 
$8-million agreement that is guaranteed 
through 1988. 

After flying via private jet from his 
home in Houston, Kelly was transported 
to a coronation-like press conference in 
the grand ballroom of the Buffalo Hilton 
hotel by a black stretch limousine. Amaz- 
ingly, thousands of persons stood on over- 
passes and along roadsides, hoping to 
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catch a glimpse of the biggest celebrity to 
hit Buffalo since O.J. Simpson. 

He received personal greetings from 
the mayor and the county executive, a tel- 
ephone call from the governor and a new 
Corvette convertible and Blazer from an 
area car dealer. 

“T wanted to give him a real welcome 
to Buffalo,” the dealer, Charles Mancuso, 
said at the time. “It’s been a long 
drought.” 

It didn’t take long for big lines to begin 
forming in front of the ticket windows at 
Rich Stadium. Thanks largely to Kelly 
Mania, the Bills’ average home atten- 
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Jim Kelly, Buffalo’s biggest heartthrob since O.J. Simpson, knows he has a big helmet to fill. 
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dance soared from an average of 37,893, 
the NFL’s lowest in 1985, to 66,476, the 
league’s fifth-highest mark. Based on an 
average ticket costing $15, that meant a 
revenue increase of more than $3 million. 

A large red-and-blue banner, draped in- 
side the stadium during the sold-out open- 
er against the New York Jets, proclaimed: 
“KELLY IS GOD.” Through the balance of 
the season, fans in the upper deck dis- 
played a “K card” for each of his touch- 
down passes (an idea borrowed from New 
York Mets followers, who in 1985 and ’86 
did the same for each Dwight Gooden 
strikeout). 

“Football’s a religion here, and Jim 
Kelly is the messiah,” said Ed Rutkowski, 
a former Bills quarterback who went on 
to become executive of Erie County. “It is 
not at all stretching it to say this man has 
actually had an effect on the mood of the 
entire area. It has been an incredible 
boost in morale. And you're talking about 
an area that’s been through a lot.” 

Which is what made the marriage of 
Kelly and Buffalo so perfect. 

His childhood strikes a familiar cord 
with any number of Buffalonians. Grow- 
ing up in East Brady, Pa., a once-prosper- 
ous industrial area, he witnessed his fa- 
ther’s struggle to feed and clothe six sons 
on a machinist’s salary. He knew what it 
was like to go to bed hungry, to sleep four 
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to a room, to wear jackets handed down 
through three older brothers, to have to 
supplement the family income by cutting 
grass, shoveling snow and delivering 
newspapers. 

“We went through hell while we were 
growing up,” Kelly recalled. “Sometimes, 
the only thing we'd eat all day was peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches. We slept 
three to a room. I'll never forget that—a 
bunk bed on one side and a single bed on 
the other. I remember, when we lived in 
Pittsburgh, when I was about 5, there 
were four kids in a room, bunk beds on 
both sides. 

“Imagine, four kids in the same room?” 

Joe Kelly may not have been able to 
shower his sons with riches, but he did 
provide the foundations upon which Jim 
and Pat, a former linebacker for the Colts 
and Detroit Lions, could build their pro- 
fessional athletic careers. 

Joe was the most persistent with Jim. 
In addition to after-school workouts, he’d 
have him spend all but five minutes of his 
45-minute lunch break at East Brady High 
developing his football skills in the back 
yard. 

“IT never got to eat. I never got to do 
anything until I was done throwing the 
ball or kicking it,” Jim said with a wince. 
“I had a dream of being a pro quarter- 
back some day, and my father said the 


only way to get there was by pushing 
yourself and having somebody behind you 
pushing you. He said, ‘You're going to re- 
gret it right now, but I'll tell you what: 
You're going to look back in the future 
and say thank God you had a father who 
did that.’” 

When the USFL suspended operations 
last year, Kelly was sitting pretty. He 
didn’t have to play football to earn a hefty 
salary. Guaranteed $800,000 from his con- 
tract with the New Jersey Generals (with 
whom the Gamblers had merged), he 
could have done nothing until April 28, 
1987, when the exclusive NFL negotiating 
rights the Bills had held since making him 
a first-round draft pick in 1983 were to ex- 
pire. Sitting out the ’86 season may have 
put him in a position to command even 
more than $8 million, and, perhaps, land 
on a better team. 

But Kelly never has been one to flee 
from a challenge. His acceptance of the 
role as Bills’ savior wasn’t any less bold 
than his decision to reject them three 
years earlier and join the Gamblers. Nor 
was it any less bold than his comeback 
from the career-threatening surgery on 
his right shoulder early in his senior year 
at Miami or his decision to reject Penn 
State’s Joe Paterno, who wanted to make 
him a linebacker, and enter Miami’s 
dying football program. 


All of Kelly’s key decisions seem to 
have paid off. With the Miami program 
struggling for survival in 1979, Kelly chose 
the Hurricanes and quickly pumped new 
life into the program’s veins. His 5,233 ca- 
reer passing yards and 32 touchdown 
passes merely set the stage for Miami’s 
1983 run to a national championship. 

Kelly’s collegiate success, USFL 
achievements and NFL debut all were ac- 
complished despite what has to be an un- 
usual handicap for a quarterback. Kelly is 
color blind. 

“I’ve only had a real problem with it 
one time,” he said. “I was in college, and 
we were playing Notre Dame. We had or- 
ange shirts on, they had green shirts on 
and I couldn’t tell them apart. 

“So, that day, I just had to look at hel- 
mets.” 

Howard Schnellenberger, Kelly’s col- 
lege coach, thinks his former pupil com- 
pares favorably to another quarterback 
who once drew an enormous amount of 
attention—Joe Namath. Schnellenberger 
was an assistant coach at the University 
of Alabama when Namath played there. 

“I see a lot of similarities between Na- 
math and Kelly—the strong arm, the 
quick release, the leadership qualities,” 
he said. “They both had that great self- 
confidence that bordered on arrogance. 
They feared nothing.” 
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Kelly attributes his boldness to being 
raised in a rough-and-tumble household in 
East Brady. Although he and his brothers 
are close, brawling among them was 
common. 

Joe Kelly often acted as the referee for 
his sons’ bouts. He’d take the combatants 
out to the garage and instruct them to put 
on their boxing gloves and football hel- 
mets. 

“Then we’d beat the bleep out of each 
other,” Jim remembered. 

The dinner table also provided its share 
of challenges. The Kelly boys followed a 
simple rule: If you ate fast, you ate more. 

Since signing his first professional con- 
tract, Jim has tried to bury the memory of 
his poor childhood under a heaping pile of 
green. Part of the $3 million he received 
from the Gamblers paid for the remodel- 
ing and refurnishing of his parents’ home 
in East Brady, a Hawaiian vacation for his 
family, a $600,000 house in Houston for 
him and three of his brothers and a Lin- 
coln Continental for his father. 

Shortly after joining the Bills, Kelly ac- 
tually paid his father to retire—two years 
before he became eligible for his pension. 
“T figured out what he would get a month 
from his pension, and it isn’t crap,” Jim 
said, “so I told him, ‘Heck, I'll pay you 20 
times what you'll get to retire now.’” 

He also bought his parents a 34-foot, 


$67,000 mobile home, so they could drive 
up to his home games in comfort, and a 
pickup truck for his father. It isn’t unusual 
for family members to accompany him to 
a shopping mall and leave with thousands 
of dollars in merchandise. 

“The thing that makes me feel the best 
is when I can share what I got,” Kelly 
said. “I spend more on my family than I 
even come close to spending on myself. I 
like to give more than receive. They call 
me a year-round Santa Claus.” 

One shouldn’t, however, get the impres- 
sion that Kelly is making a bid for saint- 
hood. The Kelly-Namath similarities don’t 
stop on the football field. They also in- 
clude Broadway Joe’s often-risque off-field 
pursuits. Kelly’s motto: “I’m young, I’m 
single, I’m a guy, I like girls.” 

It didn’t take long for him to create a 
stir among western New York’s popula- 
tion of young, single females. Several 
times during the ’86 season, he found 
roses from a secret admirer at the front 
door of the home he rented in an exclu- 
sive Buffalo suburb. A batch of cookies, 
from a woman calling herself ‘Betty 
Crocker,” usually arrived at the back 
door. 

Reputation aside, Kelly insists he’s shy 
when it comes to communicating with the 
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opposite sex, that it’s a struggle for him to 
simply walk up to a woman and introduce 
himself. 

Not that that’s a serious obstacle. 

“They come up to me,” he said. “I don’t 
have to worry about meeting people now, 
believe me.” 

He received $45,000 to allow his name 
and likeness to be used in a major adver- 
tising campaign for a bank. A Buffalo 
radio station paid him $50,000 for two 
weekly 10-minute morning shows, broad- 
cast live from a mini-studio the station as- 
sembled in his house. Every 5,000 miles, 
he gets a new Corvette and Blazer from 
Mancuso as part of a promotional ar- 
rangement. 

While playing for the Gamblers, Kelly 


made a number of derogatory statements 
about Buffalo and the Bills. He even ad- 
mitted to crying on the day the Bills made 
him the second of their two first-round 
draft choices in ’83 (since-departed tight 
end Tony Hunter was the first). 

“Well, maybe I didn’t cry,” he was quot- 
ed as saying in 1984. “But it wasn’t one of 
the greatest things that happened in my 
life. You can’t be a great quarterback in 
snow and 30-mile per hour winds.” 

Kelly, who was part of the draft that 
also produced such NFL quarterbacks as 
John Elway, Dan Marino, Ken O’Brien, 
Tony Eason and Todd Blackledge, now 
considers himself one of the more ardent 
supporters of the city and the team. 

“T definitely feel good about my deci- 
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sion to play here,” Kelly said. “I know 
what Coach Levy has brought here (since 
replacing Hank Bullough last season). I 
know what type of quarterback I am. I 
know what type of people we have. We’re 
definitely only a couple of players away 
from being a good team. 

“I’m proud to be a Buffalo Bill. Look at 
Chicago and the Giants. Look at where 
they were a couple of years before they 
won the Super Bowl—the exact same spot 
we're in now. In due time, when we bring 
this team around, people are going to 
start recognizing who the Buffalo Bills 
are. It just takes one good season to have 
everybody behind you. 
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Jim Kelly, the foundation of the Bills’ rebuilding plan, predicts that success is just around the corner. 
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THE ULTIMATE PICKUP 
FROM GMC TRUCK. 


You demand a lot of your 
possessions. 

To fit your life, a vehicle must do 
more than simply fit in your driveway. 
Now there's a new truck to meet 
your highest expectations — and 
exceed them: Sierra, the all-new full- 
size pickup from GMC Truck. 
Full-size outside. 

Sierra is clearly a new concept in 
pickup design. But it’s still a full-size 
pickup designed to do a full-size job. 
There's a choice of 61/2’ short-bed or 
8’ long-bed models. And the long- 
bed can still accommodate a 4’ x 8’ 
sheet of plywood between the 
wheelhousings. Complementing the 
room is a big choice of powerplants. 
The amazing 4.3-liter Vortec V-6 
engine is standard (except on 3500 
models which feature a standard 
5.7-liter V-8), or you can select from 
a wide choice of available \-8s, 
including a diesel. Thanks to elec- 
tronic fuel injection, standard on 
every gasoline engine, Sierra offers 
instant starting response and out- 
standing over-the-road performance 


— all the power you need for full- 
size jobs, like towing. When properly 
equipped, Sierra can move up to 
19,000 Ibs, including itself, passen- 
gers, trailer, equipment and cargo. 

Yet, with the available five-speed 
manual overdrive transmission and 
Vortec engine, a two-wheel-drive 
Sierra is rated at a thrifty EPA esti- 
mated MPG city 17 and highway 23. 
Full-size inside. 

There's room for three adults 
inside Sierra's handsomely appointed 
interior, and even more shoulder and 
leg room than previous full-size pick- 
ups from GMC Truck. And Sierra’s 
advanced aerodynamics help enhance 
its quiet, comfortable ride. 

Built to be driven. 

Sierra features a new independent 
torsion bar front suspension on 4 x 4 
models, and a newly improved two- 
wheel-drive front suspension. And 
there's a new standard rear-wheel 
anti-lock brake system (operable only 
in the two-wheel-drive mode on 
four-wheel-drive models). The Insta- 
Trac system on four-wheel-drive 
models allows convenient shifting 
from two-wheel to four-wheel drive 
without stopping. When you take 
the wheel of the new Sierra, you'll be 
driving a full-size pickup with han- 
dling as advanced as its looks. 


And Sierra has a warranty to 
match. Every new Sierra has a 6-year/ 
60,000-mile warranty on the 
powertrain and a 6-year/100,000- 
mile warranty on outer-body rust- 
through. See your GMC Truck dealer 
for the terms and conditions of this 


"6/60 


QUALITY COMMITMENT PLAN 


limited warranty. 
Built to pass your toughest test. 

If you're satisfied with only the 
best in life, buckle up and visit your 
GMC Truck dealer. (You'll find a list- 
ing in the Yellow Pages, under 
“Truck” or ““Automobile:’) 

See the new Sierra for yourself. It’s 
everything you expect from a GMC 
truck. And like nothing you've ever 
expected in a full-size pickup. 

Unless, of course, you expect only 
the best. 


C3MCsrruck 


IT’S NOT JUST A TRUCK 
ANYMORE. 


“And there’s not going to be a better 
place to be than Buffalo when that hap- 
pens. I heard, before I got here, how bad 
everything was. And it’s definitely not as 
bad as everybody says it is. The fan sup- 
port is probably one of the best in the 
NEL. I mean, look at our record, and we 
had 75,000-80,000 people at some games. 

“Imagine if we start winning.” 

Kelly thought that was a distinct possi- 
bility before the start of the ’86 season. 
There were few Bills more upset with the 
team’s 4-12 finish. 

“When I got here, I figured we’d at least 
win eight or nine games,” Kelly said. “Be- 
fore I got here, I didn’t think that would be 
possible. But once I got here and saw 
what we had, I knew we could at least be 
a .500 team, and it would take a little time 
to turn the whole program around. We 
just lost too many close games.” 

Four losses might very well have been 
victories had Kelly not put the ball in 
enemy hands during crunch time. And, al- 
though he tends to be quick to point a crit- 
ical finger elsewhere, he accepts some of 
the responsibility for the Bills’ third con- 
secutive losing season. 

“T definitely have a lot more to improve 
on,” he said. “I’m not going to settle for 
anything less than improvement. And if 
you take my first eight games, compared 
to my last eight, you can already see the 
improvement.” 

In the first eight weeks, Kelly threw 
nine touchdown passes and 12 intercep- 
tions. In the last eight, he fired 13 touch- 
down passes and was intercepted only 
five times. 

“It’s just a matter of learning the of- 
fense,” he said. “I feel my arm is good 
enough to do anything. I feel I’ve got my 
reads down. I can read defenses; that’s no 
problem. It’s just trying to read what your 
receivers are going to do and trying to 
read defenses at the same time. 

“Really, the only improvement that I 
need to make is to have a good off-season 
weight-training program. On top of that, 
it’s just knowing the offense and knowing 
the whole scheme, what we’re trying to 
get done. Training camp will definitely 
help, big time.” 

To most outsiders, Buffalo still 
may look battered, beaten and be- 
wildered. But with Jim Kelly at 
the controls, there’s legitimate 
reason to be hopeful. @ 


Vic Carucci covers 
professional football 
for the Buffalo News. 


The USFL’ 


Walker, Bryant, Kelly, Flutie 
Dominated ’86 NFL Spotlight 


By VITO STELLINO 


& @@he United States Football League 

i) has gone to the graveyard, but its 
@ legacy lives on. 

That legacy exists in the talented arms 
and legs of several celebrated players 
who in 1986 quashed any doubts that they 
could play in any league. Herschel 
Walker... Jim Kelly... Kelvin 
Bryant ... Doug Flutie. There 
are others, but these are the 
biggest names among the 
USFL stars who did it 
their way and, in the 
process, perhaps 
altered the 

course of 


Legacy Lives On 


National Football League History. 

That many top-notch collegiate stars 
chose to sell their services to the highest 
bidder is not as important as the effect 
that these signings inevitably had on the 
NFL. Drafting teams were burned, draft 
priorities were changed, talented players 
were lost and the salary structure of foot- 
ball rose dramatically. But their sins were 
easily forgiven. When the USFL passed 
away, hungry NFL teams greeted the 
news with open checkbooks and the play- 
ers with open arms. The prodigal sons 
were coming home. 

Still, there was that lingering suspicion 
in some corners that maybe, just maybe, 
the so-called talented players who opted 
for the USFL weren’t quite good enough 
to play in the ‘big time’ anyway. Not so. 
Though the transition was not always 
smooth, Walker, Kelly, Bryant and Flutie, 
the Big Four who had remained with the 
USFL’s sinking ship to the end, survived 
the spotlight and proved otherwise. 

Some USFL names, such as Steve 
Young and Mike Rozier, already had fled 
the dying league. The USFL’s demise 
threw the rest of the league’s players into 
a kind of limbo. But not for long. 

The rights to Walker, the first of three 
Heisman Trophy winners that the USFL 
signed, belonged to the Dallas Cowboys. 
They moved fast. The rights to Bryant, 
the workhorse running back on the Phila- 
delphia-Baltimore team that played in all 
three USFL title games, belonged to 
Washington. In NFL circles, the Redskins 
always are interested in keeping up with 
the Cowboys. 

Kelly, the talented quarterback and 
trigger man for the Houston Gamblers’ 
run-and-shoot offense, was a perfect fit 
into Buffalo’s depressed offensive scheme. 
Flutie, another Heisman Trophy winner 
who was considered by many scouts as 
too small to play in the NFL, was the 
property of the Los Angeles Rams, cour- 
tesy of the llth round of the 1985 NFL 
draft. The Rams chose not to sign Flutie, 
who eventually hooked on with the de- 
fending Super Bowl-champion Chicago 
Bears. 

That’s all simple enough. But to illus- 
trate the lingering effect that these four 
players’ defections had on the NFL, con- 
sider these points: 

e Bryant was picked on the seventh 
round of the 1983 draft by Washington. 
But it is unlikely that the Redskins could 
have gotten their hands on him if he 
hadn’t already signed a contract with the 
USFL’s Stars. Bryant was a first-round tal- 
ent and Washington, defending Super 
Bowl champion, was picking 28th. 


Herschel Walker showed only 
flashes of brilliance in an 
injury-marred NFL debut. 


e Walker, who enjoyed his Heisman- 
winning season as a junior for Georgia, 
was not eligible for the NFL draft until 
1984. He chose, however, to skip his senior 
season and sign with the USFL’s New Jer- 
sey Generals. Walker probably would 
have been one of the first few picks had 
he waited until 1984, thus probably elimi- 
nating Dallas, which selected 25th that 
year. The Cowboys gambled their fifth- 
round 1985 pick and won big. 

@ The Bills drafted Kelly on the first 
round in 1983, but lost the former Miami 
(Fla.) quarterback to the USFL. With 
Kelly in a Buffalo uniform for the last four 
seasons, the Bills may have won more 
games, made different personnel deci- 
sions, moved lower in subsequent drafts 
and thus changed the fortunes of several 
NFL franchises—for better or for worse. 

To further illustrate the USFL’s impact 
on NFL teams, consider the 1984 draft, 
when Walker would have been available. 
It’s not even possible to know which team 
would have had the first pick that year if 
the USFL had never been formed. Before 
1983 training camp started, Tampa Bay 
traded its 1984 No. 1 to Cincinnati for 
quarterback Jack Thompson because the 
Bucs correctly expected their quarter- 
back, Doug Williams, to defect to the 
USFL. After the season, Cincinnati 
swapped the pick to New England. That 
pick subsequently became the overall No. 
1 and the Patriots used it to select Nebras- 
ka receiver Irving Fryar. 

Let’s back up a bit. If the USFL hadn’t 
been formed, Williams couldn’t have been 
negotiating with another league so there 
would have been no reason for Tampa 
Bay to trade for Thompson. With Wil- 
liams, Tampa Bay might not have fin- 
ished with the worst record, which is why 
their 1984 No. 1 became the draft’s No. 1. 

You can go on forever with “what if” 
scenarios, but the point is that the USFL, 
as inept and futile as it might have been, 
did effect the big and powerful NFL. And 
that effect might be felt for the next dec- 
ade. 

* * * 

Herschel Walker did not enjoy a vin- 
tage 1986 season, probably because he 
had a short training camp and then suf- 
fered a nagging ankle injury that slowed 
him the rest of the season. But he showed 
flashes of brilliance that gives Dallas fans 
plenty of reason for optimistic forecasts. 

Walker injured his ankle in a No- 
vember 2 game against the New York 
Giants, Dallas’ ninth game, and never 
fully recovered. Still, he put on a show in 
the Cowboys’ second-to-last game of the 
season that spotlighted his immense ath- 
letic talents. 

Playing against the Philadelphia 
Eagles in a 23-21 loss, Walker set a Cow- 
boys’ combined rushing-receiving record 
with 292 yards. His big plays were an 84- 


yard run from scrimmage and an 84-yard 
pass from quarterback Steve Pelluer. 

“Tt just feels good to know that you can 
contribute,” Walker said, always prefer- 
ring to downplay his accomplishments. 

Looking back on his first NFL season, it 
was something of a blur. 

“It was such a hectic year forme...a 
transition,” he said. “First I flew in here to 
let the Cowboys know I was available. 
Then, within an hour, we were in contract 
negotiations. An hour later, we were sign- 
ing a contract. It all happened so fast.” 

Even his signing caused a flap, The ink 
was barely dry on Walker’s five-year, $5 
million contract when Tony Dorsett, the 
reigning king of the Cowboys’ backfield, 
exploded, demanding to be traded. 

It was an awkward situation for a few 
days, but Dorsett, known for his off-the- 
field controversies in Dallas, quickly 
calmed down. “You've seen it all before,” 
Dorsett said. 

Even the Cowboys seemed to have un- 
derstood Dorsett’s tirade. 

“The ego that makes him react that 
way is the same ego that makes him 
great,” Coach Tom Landry said. 

Walker was never riled by Dorsett’s 
outburst. He never seems riled by any- 
thing. “Tony’s a super guy,” he said. “It’s 
an honor to be on the same team with 
him.” 

That’s the way Walker talks and reacts 
all of the time. He didn’t seem to get down 
through the long ordeal with his ankle 
and he didn’t seem subdued by the Cow- 
boys struggling to their first losing season 
in two decades. 

“I’ve got a lot of faith (in the team’s 
future),” he said. “It’s sort of like a story 
in the Bible I like to tell where these guys 
were in this boat and there was a terrible 
storm. God asked one guy to come out and 
the guy was nervous, but he stepped out 
and all of a sudden he noticed he was 
walking on water. He had faith. But as 
soon as the wind got stronger and the 
water got rougher, he got scared and lost 
faith and he started to sink. It’s the same 
in football.” 

Walker refused to dwell on the team’s 
7-9 season, the fact that he had just two 
100-yard rushing games and his dismal 
final-egame performance against the Chi- 
cago Bears—three yards on five carries. 

“T never think about a season,” he said. 
“T never think about a season when it’s 
over. I go home and watch TV and forget 
about everything.” 

He was quick to note, however, how 
happy he is to be a member of the Cow- 
boys. 

“You've heard about their reputation,” 
he said, “and about the drafts they have. 
And just getting adopted into that family, I 
think, was the best thing that ever hap- 


Continued 
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pened to me.” 

Still, he does have some qualms about 
his role on the team. “I’m a runner. I want 
to run the ball more,” he said. 

Landry knows he has to find a way to 
get the best production out of both Walker 
and Dorsett. 

“We have a problem,” he said. ‘No 
question about it. We have two tailbacks. 
Before Dorsett got hurt last year, he was 
running as well as I’ve ever seen him run. 
If something happens to Dorsett or he 
can’t do it the way he’s done it in the past, 
Walker will obviously be the tailback.” 

But as long as Dorsett can do it, Walker 
probably will have to be content with fill- 
ing several less-glamorous roles. 

Landry liked what Walker did last year 
and figures he’ll continue to play a big 
role in the Cowboys’ future. 

“I think he was spectacular,” the Dallas 
coach said. “He came in late to camp with 
a lot of publicity and a little bit of contro- 
versy over it. But the guy was incredible 
the way he concentrated. We used him 
many different ways and he never missed 
a beat. The guy was just amazing from 


that standpoint and he should be even bet- 
ter this year. 

“He has much more skill than I thought 
he had, both as a runner and a receiver. I 
don’t think I’ve ever seen a player who’s 
more powerful once he gets out in the 
open. I would hate to tackle him if I were 
a defensive back.” 

* * * 

Even though Walker won the USFL 
glamour award and set a single-season 
rushing record of 2,411 yards in 1985, he 
didn’t enjoy the team success that Kelvin 
Bryant did. Walker’s Generals never 
made it to the USFL title game. Bryant’s 
Stars played in all three championship 
games and won two. 

That story line continued during their 
first NFL seasons. Walker’s Cowboys 
failed to make the playoffs and Bryant’s 
Redskins lost to the Giants in the NFC 
title game. 

Overall, however, Bryant had a frus- 
trating first season. After signing a four- 
year, $3.7 million contract, Bryant, who 
never rushed for less than 1,207 yards in 
his three USFL seasons, received a warm 
welcome from Redskins Owner Jack Kent 
Cooke. 

“I believe he may be the link in the 
chain that will find its ultimate source you 
know where, to the town on the West 


Coast that begins with a ‘P,’” Cooke said. 

He was talking, of course, about Pasa- 
dena, Calif., the site of Super Bowl XXI. 
His optimism was not totally unfounded, 
as it turned out. 

Bryant, who wore No. 44 at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and in the USFL, 
immediately established himself as a 
team player by agreeing to wear No. 24. 
No. 44 was worn by a running back named 
John Riggins. Even though it hasn’t offi- 
cially been retired, the Redskins weren't 
eager to hand it over. 

Both Bryant and Redskins Coach Joe 
Gibbs brushed off the suggestion that 
Bryant would have problems finding a 
place in the Redskins’ one-back offense 
with George Rogers. 

“I know I’m going to be playing behind 
George Rogers,” Bryant said. 

Gibbs said, “We’re not crossing any 
problems until the bridge shows up.” 

Gibbs added that Bryant and Rogers 
could work together the way Riggins and 
Joe Washington used to complement each 
other. The idea was for Bryant to come in 
and spell Rogers on third down the way 
Washington used to come in for Riggins. 

Rogers knew what was in store for his 
new teammate. He had gone through the 
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Dallas running backs Herschel Walker (left) and Tony Dorsett weathered an early-season storm. 


OFFICIAL WEEKLY 


The Drama Begins.. 


The Dallas Cowboys are famous for comebacks, and in 1987 
they embark on their most ambitious comeback effort yet. 

Follow the story of pro football’s most popular team as 
Tex Schramm and Tom Landry make the moves to restore the 
glory of the Cowboys’ Super 
Bowl years. 

The Dallas Cowboys Official 
Weekly provides the inside 
story in 26 weekly issues 
from training camp through 
the Super Bowl and six 
monthly issues during the 
off-season, including 
comprehensive 
draft coverage. 
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The Dallas Cowboys 
is the team everybody 
watches. Find out why by subscribing 
to the Dallas Cowboys Official Weekly. + 
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same type of thing in 1985 when he was 
traded to Washington and joined Riggins 
in the backfield. 

“Sure, he’s going to be frustrated,” Rog- 
ers said. “I was. There’s no doubt he’ll be 
frustrated. There are certain things you 
have to accept. I had to accept it.” 

For one game, there were no problems. 
Bryant gained 112 yards rushing and re- 
ceiving and scored two touchdowns in the 
team’s 41-14 season-opening victory over 
Philadelphia. 

But Bryant soon found a different kind 
of frustration. A knee injury against the 
Los Angeles Raiders in the second quar- 
ter of the second game sent him to 
the sideline for six games. 

He never was at peak form again 
in 1986. He finished the season with 
just 69 carries for 258 yards and 
43 receptions for 449 yards. 

“We haven't seen the Kelvin 
Bryant that we saw at North 
Carolina and in the USFL,” said 
General Manager Bobby 


Doug Flutie won over 
some skeptics with his late- 
season play for Chicago. 


The Sporting News 1987 Pro Football Yearbook 


Beathard. 

Despite the injury problems, Gibbs 
liked what he saw of Bryant. 

“He’s one of those-elutch players who 
makes big plays for you,” Gibbs said. “The 
problem is he wasn’t able to stay in a 
game because of injuries. I think he’s 
going to have to overcome that.” 

In addition to the major knee injury, 
Gibbs noted that Bryant was “nicked” a 
few times during the year. “It’s a shoul- 
der, an elbow, a knee, a neck. He needs to 
stay injury free,” Gibbs said. 

* * 

It took Doug Flutie much longer than 
Walker and Bryant to find an NFL home. 

NFL teams, bothered by his 5-foot-9 

frame, weren't willing to 
offer the kind of 
contracts that 

Walker and 
Bryant 
signed. 


The former Boston College quarterback 
negotiated his release from Donald 
Trump, the former owner of the New Jer- 
sey Generals, and eventually signed a 
two-year contract with the Bears on Octo- 
ber 20, almost halfway through the sea- 
son. The rights to Flutie had been traded 
to the Bears by the Rams, who had com- 
mitted their future to Jim Everett. 

Flutie’s welcome was even icier than 
the one Walker got in Dallas. 

Injured quarterback Jim McMahon 
questioned whether Coach Mike Ditka 
was being “loyal” to backup quarterbacks 
Steve Fuller and Mike Tomczak by bring- 
ing in Flutie. 

Ditka shot back, “If we were 0-6, who 
would be loyal to me?” 

McMahon replied, ‘““Who’d be loyal to 
anybody if we were 0-6.” 

Bears will be Bears. Flutie survived the 
sniping and was in the starting lineup by 
the final game of the season. He passed 
for 152 yards and two touchdowns while 
only playing the first half of a 24-10 vic- 
tory over Dallas. 

“The little guy is pretty special,” Ditka 
said. “I’ve thought that for a long time and 
the more he plays, the more I know he’s 
pretty special. He makes things happen. 
He’s a winner. He’s got great leadership 
quality.” 


Continued 
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But Flutie ran out of miracles when he 
made his second NFL start in the playoffs 
against the Redskins. There was no magic 
Flutie. He was just another short quarter- 
back as the Bears lost, 27-13. The Red- 
skins turned a Flutie interception into the 
go-ahead touchdown. 

“Tt was frustrating,” Flutie said. “But 
you just have to keep your head up and 
come back next year.” 

Ditka didn’t lose any confidence in Flu- 
tie after that loss. He said before the draft 
that if McMahon was hurt, he wouldn’t 
hesitate to play Flutie. 

“You win with him. You go to the Super 


Bowl. He becomes a national hero. He 
runs for president. He makes me secre- 
tary of defense and we go out and conquer 
the whole world,” Ditka said with a smile. 

Bears Chairman of the Board Mike 
McCaskey, though, wasn’t quite con- 
vinced. He decided the Bears should draft 
Michigan quarterback Jim Harbaugh on 
the first round. 

Flutie’s future with the Bears remains 
cloudy. 

* * * 

Walker, Bryant, Kelly and Flutie were 
the four biggest names in the final group 
of players to join the NFL, but there were 
many others who earned roster spots on 
NFL teams. 

The group included offensive tackle Irv 
Eatman in Kansas City, quarterback 
Chuck Fusina and running back Paul Ott 


The USFL Connection 


As National Football League teams open training camps in preparation for 
the 1987 season, players who once wore uniforms in the United States Football 


League will be prevalant. 


As of May 15, there were 227 players with USFL game experience on training 
camp rosters. And the majority were players who cast their lot with the USFL 
immediately after their college eligibility ended. 

Of the 227 players, 139 are in that category. The next largest group is the 50 
players who were initially cut by NFL teams without ever being active for a game 
and then gained needed experience in the USFL. 

The other 38 players were those who actually played in the NFL or CFL, went 
to the USFL, and then signed with the NFL. Of those players, 23 had played out 
their NFL contracts when they jumped to the USFL. The remaining 15 were cut by 
NEL or CFL teams prior to signing with the USFL. 

Following is an alphabetical list of those players who signed first with the 
USFL out of college. An asterisk before a name indicates a player who is in at least 
his second NFL tryout after being released since leaving the USFL. 


Mark Adickes, Chiefs 
Anthony Allen, Falcons 
Dwayne Anderson, Bucs 
Gary Anderson, Chargers 
Albert Bentley, Colts 

* Ray Bentley, Bills 

*Paul Bergmann, Chiefs 
*Tony Boddie, Broncos 
*Kyle Borland, Rams 
Walter Broughton, Bills 
Marc Brown, Bills 

Kelvin Bryant, Redskins 
Barney Bussey, Bengals 
*Jim Byrne, Rams 

Mossy Cade, Packers 
Paul Ott Carruth, Packers 
Anthony Carter, Vikings 
Steve Carter, Bucs 
*Thomas Carter, Packers 
Maurice Carthon, Giants 
*Chuck Clanton, Rams 
Bret Clark, Falcons 


*David Greenwood, Packers 
*Duane Gunn, 49ers 
Steve Hammond, Bills 
Mark Harper, Browns 
Leonard Harris, Bucs 

R.L. Harris, Bengals 
*Tom Haynes, Rams 
Bobby Hebert, Saints 
Andy Hendel, Dolphins 
Derek Holloway, Redskins 
*Tony Holyfield, 49ers 
Neil Hope, Colts 

David Howard, Vikings 
Gordon Hudson, Seahawks 
*Van Hughes, Cardinals 
Kent Hull, Bills 

Craig James, Patriots 
*Ronnie James, Raiders 
George Jamison, Lions 
Bill Johnson, Bengals 
Mike Johnson, Browns 
Richard Johnson, Jets 


Frank Minnifield, Browns 
*Malcolm Moore, Chargers 
Eric Moran, Oilers 

Rick Neuheisel, Chargers 
Bart Oates, Giants 

*Ken Olson, Bills 

Dave Opfar, Steelers 

Jay Pennison, Oilers 
*Jim Perryman, Colts 
Gary Plummer, Chargers 
Alvin Powell, Seahawks 
Wayne Radloff, Falcons 
Tom Ramsey, Patriots 
Alan Reid, Eagles 
Tommy Robison, Packers 
*Dan Rosado, Dolphins 
Mike Rozier, Oilers 

Mike Ruether, Cardinals 
*Mark Rush, Bills 

Pat Saindon, Saints 
Lupe Sanchez, Steelers 
Ricky Sanders, Redskins 


185° x 


Gary Clark, Redskins 
Leonard Coleman, Colts 
Reggie Collier, Cowboys 
Clarence Collins, Chargers 
Joe Conwell, Eagles 
*Matt Courtney, 49ers 
Derrick Crawford, 49ers 
*David Croudip, Falcons 
Kiki DeAyala, Bengals 
Dwight Drane, Bills 
Michael Durrette, 49ers 
Irv Eatman, Chiefs 
*David Evans, Vikings 
Jim Fahnhorst, 49ers 
*Tony Fitzpatrick, Oilers 
Doug Flutie, Bears 

Todd Fowler, Cowboys 
William Fuller, Oilers 
Bobby Futrell, Bucs 
Todd Gerhart, Oilers 
Antonio Gibson, Saints 
Freddie Gilbert, Broncos 
Willie Gillespie, Bucs 
Mel Gray, Saints 


*Troy Johnson, Cardinals 
Trumaine Johnson, Chargers 
Vaughan Johnson, Saints 
Joey Jones, Falcons 

Eric Jordan, Patriots 
“Buford Jordan, Saints 
*Mike Katolin, Dolphins 
Mark Keel, Patriots 

Jim Kelly, Bills 

*Perry Kemp, Browns 
Derek Kennard, Cardinals 
Jeff Kiewel, Falcons 

Sean Landeta, Giants 
Kevin Mack, Browns 
Lynn Madsen, Oilers 

Don Maggs, Oilers 
Charles Martin, Packers 
Aubrey Matthews, Falcons 
Fred McCallister, Bucs 
Vito McKeever, Bucs 
Gerald McNeil, Browns 
*Doug Mikolas, 49ers 
Bryan Millard, Seahawks 
Keith Millard, Vikings 


“Frank Seurer, Chiefs 
*Mark Schellen, Colts 
Doug Smith, Oilers 

Jeff Smith, Jets 

Reggie Smith, Cowboys 
“Angelo Snipes, Chargers 
* Jeff Spek, Bucs 

Tim Spencer, Chargers 
Bob Standifer, 49ers 
*John Sullivan, Chargers 
Tom Thayer, Bears 

JoJo Townsell, Jets 
Clarence Verdin, Redskins 
Herschel Walker, Cowboys 
Mike Weddington, Packers 
Reggie White, Eagles 

*Al Williams, Chargers 
*John Williams, Saints 
Lee Williams, Chargers 
Ladell Wills, Redskins 
*Dennis Woodberry, Falcons 
Tim Wrightman, Bears 
Steve Young, 49ers 

Tony Zendejas, Oilers 
Gary Zimmerman, Vikings 
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Kelvin Bryant fought the injury 
bug after being welcomed to Wash- 
ington with open arms. 


Carruth in Green Bay, defensive end Wil- 
liam Fuller in Houston and cornerback 
Mickey Sutton with the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

Two of the teams most active in seek- 
ing USFL players were the Redskins and 
New Orleans Saints. 

The Redskins signed seven and still had 
five on the roster at the end of the year— 
Bryant, Doug Williams, wide receivers 
Clarence Verdin and Derek Holloway and 
running back Ricky Sanders. 

The Saints, under former USFL coach 
Jim Mora, added seven USFL players 
after the league folded, six of whom re- 
main in New Orleans—linebackers Sam 
Mills and Vaughan Johnson, defensive 
back Antonio Gibson, offensive guard 
Chuck Commiskey, running back Mel 
Gray and wide receiver Herbert Harris. 

Mills was the other side of the coin 
from the blue-chippers like Walker and 
Bryant. He’s received a second chance 
from the NFL after being cut by Cleve- 
land in 1981. 

Mora didn’t even think Mills could 
make a USFL team when he showed up as 
one of the 110 players in the Stars’ first 
camp. 

Mora said that his defensive coordina- 
tor, Vince Tobin, who is now the Bears’ 
defensive coordinator, kept telling him 
everyday that Mills was the best line- 
backer in camp. 

“Everyday, I’d say, ‘Vince, we can’t win 
with a 5-foot-914-inch linebacker. He can’t 
make our football team,’” Mora said. 

Mora is glad Mills proved him wrong. 
He now says it would have been his 
“worst mistake” to cut the determined 
youngster. 

Mills made the team, started for three 
years with the Stars and was called by 
both Mora and Tobin when the USFL fold- 
ed. Mills signed with the Saints and was 
starting for them by the end of the year. 

Just like Walker, Bryant, Kelly and Flu- 
tie, Mills is part of the legacy of the 
USFL. 

Vito Stellino covers professional football for the 


Baltimore Sun and writes a weekly column for 
The Sporting News. 


WHEN THE BLITZ IS ON, 


Cincinnati 
Versus 


Cleveland 


The man had coached 423 games to that 
point, winning 306 of them with seven pro- 
fessional league championships and a na- 
tional collegiate title included. 

And in the emotion of the moment on 
November 15, 1970, someone asked Paul 
Brown if that day’s victory was the top- 
per of them all. 

“This is the best,” he said, slowly. “You 
asked me and I answered you. This one 
makes it all worthwhile.” 


By MIKE DODD 


hat one, of course, was the Cincin- 

i nati Bengals’ 14-10 victory over the 

Cleveland Browns in their second 
regular-season meeting ever. 

The two teams have butted orange hel- 
mets 31 times since then, so Brown’s flood 
tide of emotion has receded somewhat. 
But for almost everyone else in the state 
of Ohio, the Cincinnati-Cleveland rivalry 
is now bigger—and more bitter—than 
ever. 

Calling this merely an intrastate rivalry 
is like saying Commissioner Pete Rozelle 
and Al Davis have differing interpreta- 
tions of one passage of the National Foot- 
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ball League bylaws. 

There are intrastate rivalries, and then 
there’s Cincinnati versus Cleveland. 

For years, the Paul Brown-Art Modell 
feud was the chief story line when the two 
teams met. But these days, the rivalry has 
more sub-plots than a soap opera. 

There’s Boomer versus Bernie—two 
young quarterbacks with contrasting per- 
sonalities and playing styles, primed to go 
head-to-head for the next 10 years. 

There’s the Lindy Infante factor—the 
ex-Bengals offensive coordinator, fired 
and sued in 1983 for agreeing to take a 
head-coaching job in the United States 
Football League, then hired by Cleveland 
in 1986 to revamp its offense. 

There’s the two cities—at opposite ends 
of the state and whose natives are about 
as similar as Brian Bosworth and Jerry 
Falwell. 

There’s the two teams—that have bat- 
tled head-to-head for the AFC Central Di- 
vision title the last two years, and com- 
bined to return the once-ridiculed division 
to respectability. 

And yes, there’s the owners’ feud— 
Paul Brown, founder of the Cleveland 
franchise and its coach for the first 17 
years, versus Art Modell, the man who 
fired him. 

“Both coaches have to win that game,” 
said Sam Rutigliano, former Cleveland 
coach who was fired the night he lost to 
Cincinnati in 1984. “You have to win every 
game, but you have to win those games.” 


The teams met for the first time in a 
preseason game in August, 1970, the Ben- 
gals’ third year of existence. With Cincin- 
nati quarterback Greg Cook sidelined for 
the season with a shoulder injury, Brown 
brought in veteran Virgil Carter the week 
before the game. 

Cook’s backup, Sam Wyche, was upset 
by the way everyone assumed Carter 
would take the job. The night before the 
game, he couldn’t sleep and started 
strumming a guitar softly, so as not to 
wake up any teammates in the hotel. But 
the more he thought about the slight, the 
angrier he became. “I got mad and I 
slammed the guitar over the back of the 
steel bed,” Wyche said. The vibrations 
awakened the entire floor. 

The next night, Wyche rallied Cincin- 
nati from a two-touchdown deficit for a 
31-24 victory. Two game balls were 
awarded. One to Paul Brown. One to Sam 
Wyche. 


It started with Wyche versus Bill Nel- 
sen and matured with Ken Anderson ver- 
sus Brian Sipe. But never in its 17-year 
history has the rivalry featured a quarter- 
back matchup with the current marquee 
value: Boomer versus Bernie. 

Three head-to-head rounds have been 
played, with Cincinnati’s Boomer Esiason 
winning twice. But Cleveland’s Bernie 
Kosar owns a significant asterisk—two di- 
vision titles and one trip to the AFC 
Championship game. 

From Piqua to Portsmouth, football 


Continued 
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fans in the state are already taking sides. 
Who's better? 


Is it Esiason, with a shotgun arm—in 
strength and, sometimes, accuracy—and 
an uncanny ability to turn bad plays into 
big ones? 

Or Kosar, with a precision and knowl- 
edge of the game that belies his limited 
experience? 

Come back in 10 years for the final ver- 
dict. For now, all that can be said is each 
quarterback has rejuvenated his own 
team and helped stop the snickers about 
the AFC Central. 

“The best way you can affect the NFL 
is at quarterback,” said Rutigliano, speak- 
ing of the division’s slump in the early 
1980s and recent revival. “You can’t lose a 
Terry Bradshaw, Ken Anderson, Brian 
Sipe and Ken Stabler or Dan Pastorini. . . . 

“Now they have rising stars like 
Boomer and Kosar.” 

“They're both catalysts for their clubs,” 
Cleveland tight end Ozzie Newsome said. 
“We'll go as far as Bernie Kosar will take 
us and they'll go as far as Boomer takes 
them.” 

Both quarterbacks established them- 
selves in just their second year in the 
league—Esiason in 1985 and Kosar in ’86. 

The second-rated passer in the NFL in 
’85, Esiason started slowly last fall but fin- 
ished with a flourish. The numbers: 58.2 
percent completion rate, 3,959 yards pass- 
ing, 24 touchdowns and 17 interceptions 
for an 87.7 rating (fifth in the league). 

Kosar, after an unspectacular autumn, 
came on in midseason. The numbers: 58.4 
percent completion rate, 3,854 yards pass- 
ing, 17 touchdowns and 10 interceptions 
for a 83.8 rating (seventh in the league). 

Esiason says he gets cranked up to play 
against his fellow members of the new 
breed—Elway, Marino, Kosar, Kelly et al. 
And he admits the matchup with Kosar 
means even more because of the rivalry. 

“I get excited to play against him,” he 
said. “It’s fun to get a rivalry going like 
that. 


“T always look forward to playing 
against them (the Browns). I never shy 
away from playing those kinds of games 
—it either brings out the worst in you or 
the best in you. 

“I feel more of a desire to beat them 
and beat him. I’m sure he'll tell you totally 
the opposite. He’ll always say it’s the 
team. Hell, I take it personally.” 

The winner of last year’s matchup is 
tough to call. The teams split their two 
games, Esiason went to the Pro Bowl and 
Kosar to the AFC Championship game. 

Esiason’s season was just another step 
in the development that began in ’85. His 
shaky start (seven interceptions in the 
first four games) was due in part to a con- 
cussion suffered in the first series of the 
season opener and an untimely encounter 


Continued 


The Browns and Bengals will go only as far as quarterbacks Bernie Kosar 
(above) and Boomer Esiason take them. ~ 


» 
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me — the best 
S1s easy if you 
read the fine pritit. 


\\ 


All the right parts in 
all the right places.” 


For the location of the nearest NAPA AUTO PARTS store check the Yellow Pages or call 1-800-LET-NAPA. 


with an ornery Bears defense. 

After being yanked by Coach Sam 
Wyche in the first half of a game in No- 
vember, Esiason went on a rampage—on 
the sidelines, in the newspapers and on 
the field. 

“J just think we, as a team, are not ag- 
gressive enough,” he said after the game. 
“If it takes throwing a helmet, knocking 
over Gatorade bottles, getting ticked off 
in the locker room (all of which he did) 
... Maybe it’ll wake some guys up. It sure 
as hell is going to wake me up.” 

In 64 games after The Hook, he hit 65 
percent of his passes for 1,909 yards, 13 
touchdowns and seven interceptions. 

Said one AFC coach: “If he’s off, you’ve 
got a chance. If he’s hot, you pack it up 
and go home.” 

The same can be said of Kosar, who 
pumped out two 400-yard passing games 
in the final eight weeks of the season. The 
first one, against Miami, convinced his 
coaches he could handle anything they 
gave him. 

“We were flying by the seat of our 
pants at the beginning,” Infante said. “I 
probably handcuffed Bernie a bit too 
much early in the year. I was concerned 
we'd lose games by trying to do too much. 

“(About midseason), we started giving 
him more freedom and flexibility to 
change plays and audible at the line. We 
started to let him express himself a little 
bit more and we started to get better.” 

As the successes mounted, Kosar’s con- 
fidence in himself and the staff’s confi- 
dence in him fed upon each other. It cul- 
minated in the Riverfront Stadium locker 
room before the showdown with Cincin- 
nati in week 15. 

Before the Browns took the field, In- 
fante huddled with Kosar and the other 
quarterbacks. 

“I said, ‘What do you want to do on the 
first play? Do you want to go up top?’ ” 
Infante said. 

The answer was a resounding yes. They 
settled on the play—and Kosar hit Reggie 
Langhorne for 66 yards to the l-yard line. 
Two plays later the Browns scored, and 
they were on their way to a 34-3 romp and 
the Central Division title. 


In 1963, having just completed his sec- 
ond year of ownership, Cleveland Presi- 
dent Art Modell fired the man under 
whose name the team was founded in 
1946, Paul Brown. It was a bitter setback 
for the coaching giant, whose sins ap- 
parently were a 7-6-1 record in an injury- 
plagued season, a growing disenchant- 
ment among some players for his aloof 
manner and a clash with Modell regard- 
ing Ernie Davis, a rookie halfback from 
Syracuse University suffering from leu- 
kemia who was invited to training camp 
but never played. 

Brown, with six years left on a 10-year 
contract, retreated to La Jolla, Calif., and 


from there assembled plans to gain an 
expansion team for Cincinnati. He re- 
turned as coach, general manager and 
part owner of the AFL franchise in 1967, 
with operations beginning in the ’68 sea- 
son, and the following spring spearhead- 
ed a move for NFL realignment that re- 
sulted in Cleveland and Pittsburgh being 
placed in Cincinnati’s division. 

The teams first met in 1970—Brown 
coaching against the man who replaced 
him, Blanton Collier. But the real match- 
up was P.B. versus Modell. And since 
then, each coach on each sideline has felt 
a unique pressure twice a year. 

“I can remember Blanton Collier writ- 
ing me every week before we played Cin- 
cinnati, both home and away,” Rutig- 
liano said. ‘‘He’d say, ‘There’s nobody 
that’s feeling what you're feeling right 
now except me. I'll be in your back pock- 
et on the sidelines Sunday afternoon.’” 


Cincinnati week, or Cleveland week, 
takes on an atmosphere all its own. It has 
all the good-natured jabbing of a spirited 
intrastate rivalry—the mayors wagering 
kielbasa for chili and the fans trading in- 


have to win that 
game. You have to 
__ win every game, 


but you HAVE to 


wi those games.?? 


sults on radio call-in shows. Before last 
December’s game, poor-taste Cleveland 
jokes were aired in record numbers on 
Cincinnati radio stations. After the game, 
Cleveland television stations quoted glee- 
fully from Cincinnati newspapers’ de- 
scriptions of the massacre. 

Behind the frivolity, however, are the 
coaches of the teams, caught in a vise that 
tightens as the game draws nearer. 

“From the beginning of the week,” Ru- 
tigliano said, recalling his first Cincinnati 
game in 1978, “I felt from a lot of people in 
the organization, starting with Art Modell, 
a sense of priority about that game. When 
we won the game in overtime (13-10), I 
immediately realized this was an ‘Army- 
Navy game. 

“Somebody once told me, ‘If you ever 
get a coaching job, don’t get an Army- 
Navy game, because you can get fired 
after that game.’ Lo and behold, | don’t 
know if it was coincidence or not, but 
seven years later, I got fired after a Cin- 
cinnati game.” 

Most of the communication from 
Brown and Modell that week is non- 
verbal, the coaches say. 
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Brown doesn’t say much, according to 
Wyche, “but by his actions you know it’s a 
big game. He seems to be around a little 
bit more, and he seems to be a little bit 
more intense. There’s a different look in 
his eye that week.” 

Modell doesn’t say a lot either, accord- 
ing to Rutigliano “but you don’t have to be 
terribly bright to realize the significance.” 

These days, the principals tend to 
downplay the feud, which has erupted 
from time to time over the years, includ- 
ing an incident in 1979 when Brown was 
fined $10,000 by Rozelle for criticizing Mo- 
dell in his book, “P.B.: The Paul Brown 
Story.” Publicly at least, they prefer that 
it remains a part of history. 

“When I was coaching, particularly in 
that early stage, it was more emotional 
than it has become over the years,” said 
Brown, who retired from coaching after 
the 1975 season. “Today, I don’t coach it 
and those things fade into the back- 
ground. The longer I think about it, the 
more I realize how lucky I was to have it 
work out like it did.” 

To the average current player, Brown 
versus Modell means less than the last 
cheap shot he took from a guy on the 
other team. 

“T don’t think the players feel the Mo- 
dell-Brown thing. Most of them weren't 
even born when Paul Brown was fired,” 
Rutigliano said. 

But there is an awareness. 

“I can’t remember a game I played 
here that it hasn’t been mentioned,” Esia- 
son said. “Heck, one year, he even told 
me. I sat next to P.B. on the bus on the 
way to Cleveland Stadium (for a workout), 
and he started telling me about the good 
old days with the Browns and the story of 
how he had to leave. That got me fired 
up.” 

It gets quarterbacks fired up, and may 
just get coaches fired. In 1984, both teams 
were off to 1-6 starts when the Browns vis- 
ited Cincinnati’s Riverfront Stadium. 
Cleveland lost, 12-9, and Rutigliano was 
fired that night. 

Had that defeat come against New Eng- 
land or Detroit, would he have been 
around for week nine? 

“It’s hard to tell,” said Rutigliano, with 
a tiny chuckle. “It might have been a mis- 
demeanor rather than a felony.” 


December 21, 1980. 

In the previous two years, Cleveland 
had lost at Cincinnati in the final game of 
the season. Now, the Browns were back, 
but this time with a 10-5 record and need- 
ing a victory to capture their first divi- 
sion title since 1972. 

The Bengals, 6-9, were headed no- 
where, but hardly looking at their finale 
as a meaningless game. Forrest Gregg, 
fired by Cleveland three years earlier, 
was wrapping up his first season as 
coach in Cincinnati. He wanted this 
game badly. Paul Brown wanted this one. 
Benzoo the mascot wanted this one. 

“You could cut the thickness in the 
air,” recalled Rutigliano. 
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uct is greatly improved upon, 
but that's what we did to Strat- 
O-Matic Pro Football in 1983. 
Our football game's advanced 
and super advanced versions 
were wondrously revised to 
place our great product beyond 
compare. And this was done without 

making the game more difficult to play. 

Most important was the overwhelmingly 
gratifying response we received from our 

customers concerning these changes. 
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with each team's performance dictated by its player per- 
sonnel and your coaching decisions. Each player's 
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the Lions' Eric Hipple has an excellent pass completion 
percentage but experiences more difficulty completing 
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Larry Kinnebrew may not be an outside running threat, 
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Art Modell (left) versus Paul Brown: Win or else... . 


In the first half, Cleveland safety Thom 
Darden leveled Pat McInally with a fore- 
arm to the head, knocking him uncon- 
scious, and the Bengals’ wide receiver 
and punter was carried from the field on 
a stretcher. McInally returned to catch a 
game-tying touchdown pass in the fourth 
quarter, but the Browns rallied to win, 
27-24. 

Cleveland had its division title. And 
Cincinnati had turned the corner—head- 
ing to the Super Bowl the very next year. 
And both teams now had developed a sin- 
cere dislike for the other. 


“It’s like Leonard-Hagler,” said Esiason. 
“Everybody’s got something to say.” 

“If you want to be king of the state, you 
have to pay to be king,” Newsome said. 

The hostilities have eased a bit since 
the Darden hit, but the situation can hard- 
ly be called a truce. 

“It’s always the most physical game of 
the year,” Esiason said. “I have a lot of 
respect for them, but both teams general- 
ly don’t like each other.” 

Nor do they like each other’s stadiums. 
The Bengals, in particular, find the open 
end zone of Cleveland Stadium—the “Dog 
Pound,” where fans howl and throw bis- 
cuits onto the field—unappealing. 

“That's got to be the worst place to be 
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in pro football,” Esiason said. “Those peo- 
ple are out of their minds. It’s very un- 
comfortable down there and they know it. 

“T like to see nothing more than Larry 
Kinnebrew rambling in for a touchdown 
from 40 yards out there.” 

Despite Cincinnati’s expansion roots, 
the Bengals lead the series, 17-16. Cleve- 
land won six of the first seven games, Cin- 
cinnati six of the next seven. Sixteen of 
the games have been decided by seven 
points or less, and 13 of the 33 by four 
points or less. 

But, to be honest, the Browns don’t con- 
sider their rivalry with the Bengals to be 
quite on par with that of the Steelers. In 
the 1970s, when the Steelers were winning 
Super Bowls, Pittsburgh was the big game 
for both teams. Bengals fans list Cleve- 
land No. 1 now, but the tradition of Pitts- 
burgh versus Cleveland still has meaning 
for Browns fans. 

“It’s shifting, because Cleveland knows 
they have to beat Cincinnati,” said Rutig- 
liano, an NFL color analyst for NBC-TV 
who still lives in the Cleveland area. 

“T don’t think it’s intensified to the love- 
hate relationship with Pittsburgh yet, but 
it’s coming,” Newsome said. “The rivalry 
has intensified because of the caliber of 
the teams.” 

The series took on a new dimension last 
season. The 33rd meeting, last December 
in Cincinnati, had more on the line than 
any previous one. 

While the Bengals and Browns have 
played games in which one team needed 
a victory to make the playoffs, the other 
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team was usually out of the running. Only 
twice before had the two teams met with 
both pushing for the postseason, and Pitts- 
burgh was also in the equation each time. 

In 1986, there were no complications. It 
was virtually winner take all. The Browns 
won, and.came within two minutes of 
reaching the Super Bowl before losing to 
John Elway and Denver. The Bengals 
might have been the hottest team in the 
conference at the end of the year, but 
couldn't make the playoffs. The loss to 
Cleveland killed them. 

This year, the Central Division race fig- 
ures to be along the same lines. Not only 
are the two teams the class of the divi- 
sion, both are young and should only get 
better. 

“T still say Cincinnati has the best talent 
in the division,” Browns Coach Marty 
Schottenheimer said. 

“Right now, we're saying if we’re going 
to win the division, we've got to figure out 
a way to beat Cincinnati,” Infante said. 

By all accounts, and all motivations, 
Cincinnati versus Cleveland should re- 
main one of the NFL’s hottest rivalries 
well into the 1990s. 

“I think the rivalry is where it’s sup- 
posed to be. They’re in the same state, the 
same division,” said Rutigliano. 

“And the fact Paul Brown is driving one 
bus and Art Modell is driving the other 
bus... .” 

As any football fan in Ohio knows, you 
need say no more. # 


Mike Dodd covers pro football for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer. 


Visitors to Cleveland Stadium inevitably will 
have to deal with the zany antics of the 
Browns fans who occupy the ‘Dog Pound’ in 


one end zone. 
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New York Giants Offensive Linemen 
Are Big, Big Men on the Home Front 


By JOHN JEANSONNE 
Dn the outskirts of the Super Bowl 
< championship team, which alle- 
NT gorically stands like the world’s 
most powerful and varied city, are the 
New York Giants’ Suburbanites, their of- 
fensive linemen. Perfectly at home. 

“That's us,” center Bart Oates said of 
himself and his neighbors in the line, tack- 
les Brad Benson and Karl Nelson and 
guards Chris Godfrey and Billy Ard. “A 
wife, a family life, small kids, a grill in the 
backyard. We mow our own yards and 
shovel our own driveways.” 

The Suburbanites. “Yep,” Oates said, “it 
fits.” 

Like any influential football municipali- 
ty, the Giants certainly have their tourist 
attractions (linebackers and running 
backs), their board rooms (coaches and 
quarterbacks), their street-smart scufflers 
(defensive backs) and their artists (wide 
receivers). Away from all that, sort of in 
the outlying parts, are their Suburbanites. 

Look at them. Oates is studying to be a 
lawyer. Benson owns a car dealership. 


Nelson is an industrial engineer. Godfrey 
is a manufacturer’s representative for 
electronic components. Ard works on 
Wall Street. All are fathers of preschool- 
age children. Real people. 

“Now today,” Oates was saying one 
morning in the spring, “I’m going to get a 
haircut. Then I’ve got to wash the car. I 
think I’ll make dinner for my wife after I 
pick up my younger boy at the baby sit- 
ter’s and my older boy at nursery school. 
Maybe I'll take both of them to the park 
for a little picnic. And, of course, I'll be in 
bed by 10:30. Don’t think I’ll watch much 
TV tonight. Wait a minute. There's a Clint 
Eastwood movie on, ‘Hang 'Em High.’ 
Maybe I will watch TV.” 

“Didn’t he mention the Rotary Club 
meeting?” asked Johnny Parker, the 
Giants’ strength coach and a student of 
Suburbanite ways. 

It’s a good life. Who needs the hassles of 
Big Town? 

* * * 

By definition, offensive linemen almost 
always occupy the most humdrum, worka- 
day section of any football municipality. 

“T don’t know if it’s because we play of- 
fensive line or if that’s what it takes to be 
an offensive lineman in the first place,” 
Benson said. “But yeah, we’re different 
from other players. Offensive linemen are 
usually pretty conservative people, pretty 
dedicated, probably not real concerned 
with publicity. They like to have a routine 
and don’t like to have that routine 
changed much.” 

Oates said he thinks “offensive linemen 
are the most intelligent group (on the 
team), got better grades in college. Look 
at us on this team: We all have aspirations 
beyond football.” 

Godfrey agreed. 

“In our case,” he said, “we're not farm- 
ers. We’re not mechanics. We have simi- 
lar backgrounds. We do live in the sub- 
urbs.” 

Suburbanites—and offensive linemen 
by extension—are essentially just faces in 
the crowd. They do thankless work, quiet- 
ly nullifying the other team’s defensive 
heroes so that their own offensive heroes 
can show off. Offensive linemen neither 
get to handle the ball—the focus of atten- 


Suburbanite tackle Brad Benson 
runs a car dealership when not 
playing football. 


tion—nor get to manhandle the people 
who handle the ball. Offensive linemen 
are called “guard” and “tackle” and, at 
the worst of times, are publicly recog- 
nized only when the stadium’s public ad- 
dress announcer says, “Holding, number 
62, offense.” They are not called “Crazy- 
legs” or “Galloping Ghost” or “Sweet- 
ness.” 

In general, offensive linemen don’t 
even inspire renown as a group. That’s for 
defensive linemen. The Purple People 
Eaters in Minnesota. The Doomsday De- 
fense in Dallas. The Fearsome Foursome 
in San Diego (and later Los Angeles). The 
Steel Curtain in Pittsburgh. The Orange 
Crush in Denver. The Sack Exchange of 
the New York Jets. There once was an 
offensive line for the San Francisco 49ers 
known briefly as The Protectors for the 
relentless way its members shielded quar- 
terback John Brodie, but that hardly was 
fame. Some would consider the Washing- 
ton Redskins’ offensive line (The Hogs) to 
be famous, but Oates finds that label to be 
more dubious than honorable. He favors 
the Suburbanite tag. 

“IT consider it better than ‘Hogs,’ yes,” 
he said. 

It’s perfect, really. A Suburbanite not 
only represents every offensive lineman’s 
precise station in professional football 
life, but also speaks for the very evolution 
of American society. In recent years, the 
masses have been moving to the suburbs, 
and that trend has been mirrored by such 
National Football League teams as the 
Bills, Cowboys, Patriots, Chiefs, Rams, 
Jets and, of course, the Giants. 

The last time the Giants were NFL 
champions, during their glory years of the 
late 1950s and early ’60s, their players 
lived and moved within the exciting pa- 
rameters of New York City. They were 
darlings of Madison Avenue advertisers. 
They hung out at P.J. Clarke’s and Toots 
Shor’s, fashionable Manhattan watering 
holes. 

In contrast, not one player on the 1987 
Super Bowl champions’ roster resides in 
Gotham. All of those who call the New 
York City area home live in the New Jer- 
sey suburbs—all except for Benson, who 
lives in the New York state suburbs, west 
of the city and just north of the New Jer- 
sey line. 

“We would prefer Westchester County,” 


Continued 
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said Ard, an eye on the really high-rent 
districts. 

Another thing about the Suburbanite 
moniker: It wasn’t cooked up by some 
frothy sportswriter trying to coin a phrase 

and find his place along- 
side Grantland Rice. 
Instead, the name 

was bestowed 

upon the offen- 

sive linemen 

by none 


other than Giants Coach Bill Parcells. 

“It was during the ’85 season,” Godfrey 
recalled. “Bill said we were the kind of 
guys whose moms would have had to 
drive us to practice in her Suburban 
wagon, and after games, she would stop 
with us at the Dairy Queen on the way 
home.” 

You could say it takes one to know one. 
Parcells grew up in Paramus, N.J., where 
celery farms have been replaced by shop- 
ping malls. And as the Giants steadily be- 
came the toast of the town on their march 
to the Super Bowl, 

Parcells said he 


would just as 
j 
f | SS) | Sp 
> 


soon “hang ah 
Si 


A 


around Paramus” as get involved in the 
big-city partying that accompanied his 
team’s success. 

Anyway, the offensive linemen took im- 
mediately to Parcells’ smart-aleck esti- 
mation that they were Suburbanites. A 
true Suburbanite, for whom everlasting 
humility is vital, could chuckle not only at 
the subtle accuracy of the jab, but also at 
the absence of any profiteering motives in 
the label. 

“We don’t look at it as a marketing 
strategy,” Nelson said. 

Naturally. How can you market a Sub- 
urbanite as something grand and unique? 
Suburbanites are a dime a dozen. 

“It’s kind of a good name,” Godfrey 


Center Bart Oates does his cooking 
on the football field or with wife 
Michelle and kids on the home 
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said, “because it doesn’t take much to live 
up to that name. It certainly isn’t flamboy- 
ant.” 

Furthermore, it shouldn’t be flamboy- 
ant. Ard noted that his father—a veteran 
suburbanite from Watchung, N.J., who has 
bought Giants season tickets for the last 
two decades—“doesn’t watch me during 
the games. He watches Lawrence Tay- 
lor.” Even Bill Ard Sr. looks for the bright 
lights. 

Don’t misunderstand, now. Suburban- 
ites are not necessarily dullards 
marooned in their cul-de-sacs, sadly miss- 
ing out on all the action. On the contrary, 
the Giants’ Suburbanites have been in on 
the ground floor of their football enter- 
prise. If a Suburbanite doesn’t block, Joe 
Morris doesn’t go through consecutive 
team-record seasons of rushing for 1,336 
and 1,516 yards. The Suburbanites land- 
scaped those beauties, and don’t forget it. 

After the fuss had settled from the 
Giants’ Super Bowl season, Parcells went 
back through every game film and pro- 
claimed Suburbanites Oates and Nelson as 
the team’s two most unsung contributors. 
(Benson already had been “sung” by mak- 
ing the Associated Press’ All-Pro second 
team, while Godfrey and Ard were honor- 
able mention picks.) 

It just is the nature of their jobs that 
offensive linemen must labor in virtual 
obscurity. And even so, they “have to 
work harder than others,” Oates said. 
“They have to master techniques, have a 
lot of discipline, work with the guy next to 
them. Be calm and collected.” 

In other words, they must be staunch 
and devout Suburbanites. “Yeah,” Oates 
said, “good citizens. Good neighbors.” 

Here’s a warm good neighbor story: 

In mid-November, the Giants went to 
Minnesota to play the Vikings. The night 
before the game, Oates, Godfrey and 
backup linebacker Gary Reasons were 
having dinner in the hotel coffee shop 
when they noticed that placekicker Raul 
Allegre was eating alone at another table. 
Allegre, who had been with the team less 
than two months, was aware of the steady 
stream of placekickers who had been dis- 
patched by the Giants the previous two 
years and wasn’t feeling especially secure 
or wanted. 

The Suburbanites invited Allegre to join 
them. When Allegre repaid that neighbor- 
ly gesture by kicking five field goals the 
next day—including the game-winner in 
the dying seconds—the Suburbanites 
went a step further. Though Parcells 
generally does not award a game 
ball because that practice hints 
at the importance of indi- - 
viduals over the team, y 
the Suburbanites an < 
persuaded him 
to give one to 
Allegre as a 
trophy. 
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The linemen even went so far as to 
make quarterback Phil Simms “an honor- 
ary member of the Suburbanites,” Oates 
said. “He’s a family man in the suburbs. 
He lives in a really ritzy area, but I think 
we can overlook that.” 

So, when the Giants’ offense takes the 
field, it’s not unlike a neighborhood block 
party. 

“T have noticed,” Godfrey said, “that 
the times when I’m playing next to some- 
body different, somebody new and inex- 
perienced (a non-Suburbanite), I’m not as 
good.” 

A good neighbor is one who minds his 
own business and let’s the Suburbanites 
mind theirs, so it was true to form that 
Benson became noticeably uncomfortable 

- al late last season 

when public 
spotlights 
suddenly 
were shined on 
his quiet locker- 
room digs. In a big 
game last December, 
Benson went head to head 
against a celebrity, Redskins de- 


(y 


fensive end Dexter Manley, and emerged 
the clear victor. Suddenly, Benson was a 
star. 

It was attention that Benson could have 
done without. 

“It’s like me making All-Pro,” he said. 
“Sometimes I really wonder about things 
like that. I mean, I’m honored, but I look 
around at others here who didn’t make 
All-Pro who should have and I think, ‘Is 
this fair?’ ” 

The unending publicity that stalked him 
after the Washington game had Benson 
“thinking I was really being set up.” 

Knowing Benson’s own taste for 
pranks, the other Suburbanites merrily fu- 
eled the fire. On a day when reporters and 
TV cameras stormed the Giants’ locker 
room shortly before they met the Red- 
skins for a third time in the National 
Football Conference title game, Ard com- 
mandeered the public address system in 
the clubhouse and did a Cosellian com- 
mentary meant for Benson (and the 
media) to hear. 

“Tt will be,” Ard intoned, “the best 
against the best. Benson against Manley. 
Whoever wins the battle will win the 
game!” 

Benson had gotten so much notice for 
his first performance against Manley that 
his fellow Suburbanites appeared at their 
next practice as Benson impersonators. 
They all wore jerseys bearing Benson’s 
number 60 and bandages over the bridges 
of their noses, as Benson did last season to 
protect an open wound. The Suburbanites 
also liked to tease Benson about having 
his nose patented. 

“T got it fixed,” Benson said triumphant- 
ly last spring. “But now I have two scars 
there.” 

Part of what is working here is that the 
Suburbanites have gotten to know each 
other. Oates, the new kid on the block, is 
about to start his third Giants season after 
coming over from the United States Foot- 

ball League’s Philadelphia/ 
Baltimore Stars. Nelson and 
Godfrey (another USFL refugee) 
are beginning their fourth year 
with the Giants, Ard his seventh 
and Benson his 10th. 
In addition, Parker’s exten- 
sive off-season conditioning pro- 
gram, which was stepped up dra- 
matically after the 1985 season, 
has brought the players together 
almost daily. 
“We really don’t see.each 
other that often socially,” Godfrey 
said. “But even during the off-season 
we're at the stadium four days a week 
working out and we see each other 
there. That’s four days of be- 
ing around each other without 
even trying.” 


A Guard Chris Godfrey is 
a big man, both on the 
football field and 
around his suburban neigh- 
borhood. 
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People who spend that much time to- 
gether are bound to enjoy playing jokes 
on each other. Among the Suburbanites, 
Benson is Exhibit A when it comes to 
practical humor. 

“They’re always playing pranks on 
Benson,” Parker said. “Of course, that’s 
because Benson himself is the biggest in- 
stigator of all and because Benson falls so 
easily for a prank. He’ll fall for every 
scam around.” 

Giants nose tackle Jim Burt, who ea- 
gerly serves as a hired gun for Parker or 
the Suburbanites against Benson, agreed 
that the tackle is an easy victim. 

“You don’t even have to throw the reel 
out into the water with Brad,” Burt said. 
“Brad will jump right up into the boat to 
take the bait.” 

On one occasion, Benson’s pals ar- 
ranged for some phony interviews and re- 
corded Benson saying, “Off the record, 
Parcells ought to lose some weight or buy 
some looser clothes.” According to Burt 
and Parker, the tape then was played 
over the clubhouse speakers just as Ben- 
son was denying to Parcells that he ever 
would say anything of the sort. 

“The other offensive linemen set Brad 
up,” Burt said. “They give me the infor- 
mation and then Johnny Parker and I 
make the plans. 

“You know, for a while, Brad was rais- 
ing pit bulls, so Ard—knowing Brad lives 
in New York state—told Brad that a New 
York assemblyman had introduced a bill 
to outlaw pit pulls in the state, just to see 
what Brad would do. You should’ve seen 
it. Brad was muttering: ‘That’s how they 
do things in Russia! Next thing they’ll go 
after the children!’ It was great.” 

Ah, but Benson knows his way around 
this block. Aware that Parker had partici- 
pated in a Suburbanite plot against him, 
Benson once taped a naughty word over 
the numbers and letters of Parker’s li- 
cense plate. He was quite amused when 
Parker was pulled over by police. 

Benson isn’t the central figure in all of 
the Suburbanites’ pranks. For instance, 
Ard and Oates were sitting next to each 
other in a pre-Super Bowl interview ses- 
sion. When no one (including Oates) was 
looking, Ard switched their name tags. 
Oates finally noticed the switch after 
someone called him “Billy.” About that 
time, Ard started laughing. 

“T just did a whole interview talxing 
about the Philadelphia Stars,” he told 
Oates between guffaws. 

“Yeah, I guess we kid about a few 
things,” Benson said. “The Suburbanite 
thing, too. Well, look at these guys. Chris 
is very well-read, the local philosopher. 
He’s probably read Dante’s ‘Inferno.’ 
Billy’s a stockbroker. Karl’s an engineer. 
Bart’s in law school. (Pause for effect.) 
And when they all become successful 
someday, I’m going to sell them a Jag- 
uar.” 

From Brad Benson Jaguar in the sub- 
urbs of northern New Jersey. Benson has 
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been selling enough Jaguars lately that 
there are plans to open another dealer- 
ship in southern Jersey. 

“Probably,” Benson said, “those other 
guys are more Suburbanites than I am. I 


Guard Billy Ard does it his way, whether protecting his quar- 
terback or washing his car in his driveway. 


Tackle Karl Nelson mows down opposing defenders and... . 


have more varied interests. I really do 
enjoy fast cars. I enjoyed training dogs 
when I had the time. I scuba dive, skeet 
shoot. Maybe I ought to buy a Chrysler— 
only to uphold the tradition of the Subur- 
banites, of course.” 

That tradition is well established, espe- 
cially after Benson became a celebrity 
last season—at least to the extent that 
fame is possible for an offensive lineman. 


A $100-a-plate celebrity roast was even 
held in his honor last April to benefit chil- 
dren’s cancer research. The most re- 
markable aspect of that occasion was that 
when Benson’s blue game jersey was auc- 
tioned off, someone paid $2,000 for it. Jer- 
seys from Lawrence Taylor, Joe Morris, 
Phil Simms and Jim Burt fetched no more 
than $500 each. 
Benson was shocked. 
“But I haven’t changed,” he said. “I still 
take the garbage out.” 
Just like a true Suburbanite. 
John Jeansonne covers the New York 


Giants for Newsday in Long 
Island, N.Y. 
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Denver’s 


By MICHAEL KNISLEY 


our Two of the conversation is be- 
Fel eenie to take its toll on Vance 

Johnson, who has somehow man- 
aged to sit through Hour One without 
damaging the walls he keeps bouncing 
off. 

Hour Two is stretching the limits of his 
endurance, stretching the limits of his 
sanity as he discusses the helter-skelter 
pace of his off-season life. 

“Like today, being in here for this hour 
is driving me crazy,” Johnson says, plea- 
santly enough. “It’s driving me crazy.” 

As Hour Two continues, the Denver 
Broncos’ wide receiver becomes a caged 
animal, a cheetah, the fleetest of all cats, 
with no place to run. 

That’s what hell must be for Vance 
Johnson: No place to run. In the here and 
now, in a 90-minute interview, the only 
running he can do is at the mouth, and it’s 
barely enough. 

But it is enough. Johnson is a man of 
many talents—as inventive with a paint 
brush as he is with a down-and-out route— 
but one of his best things is talking, and he 
knows it. 

Lordy, can he talk. In the week leading 
up to the Broncos’ appearance in Super 
Bowl XXI last January, he was the hoop- 
la’s main attraction for his willingness to 
hold forth with all comers on any and all 
subjects. 

There was so much to say, and so little 
time to say it. 

“T did a lot of talking that week,” John- 
son said, “but I guess I just didn’t talk long 
enough. Everyone was saying, ‘If you 
want to talk to someone, talk to Vance 
because he'll talk forever.’ But I guess for- 
ever wasn’t long enough for me to talk, 
because I could’ve said a lot more. 

“IT wish now I would’ve talked a little bit 
more than I did. Really. I mean, I talked a 
lot and I said a lot of different things; and 
even though I did, I was still holding back 
a little bit because I was still kind of skep- 
tical about what my performance was 
going to be in the game.” 

The words rush out, gush out at a mile- 
a-minute. If he thinks as fast as he talks, 
Johnson’s mind is light-years ahead of the 
rest of us. 

There is no slow gear to his speech, but, 
then, it fits. Nothing else about Vance 
Johnson is slow, either. Slow is lazy. Slow 
is dull. Slow is definitely boring, and noth- 
ing about Vance Johnson is boring—not 
the way he plays football and not the way 


Vance Johnson 
Is Running for His Life 


he lives his life. 

It’s as if his system has been given 
some weird metabolic overload, some- 
thing potent enough to keep him going at 
breakneck speed—night, day and whatev- 
er other in-between moments he can 
squeeze out of existence. Johnson lives in 
some lane beyond the fast one. 

Speed is his drug, and we're not talking 
about amphetamines here. Speed—on the 
football field, behind the wheel, at the 
easel, in his vocabulary—is what Vance 
Johnson is all about. 

“A lot of people like to just live life and 
think about what they’re going to do to- 
morrow,” Johnson says. “They go get the 
workout done and go home and sit down, 
or they go to work. But not me, man. With 
me, it’s like, “You have to get more done, 
Vance. You have to get more done.’ 

“Sometimes, I think I go too fast. My 
mom told me a few months ago... she 
said, ‘Vance, you're killing yourself. You 
need to slow down. Come home and 
relax.’ I said, ‘Mom, I can’t. I just can’t.’ 
Maybe I’m doing all this for a reason. I 
don’t know why, but it all must be for a 
reason.” 

Johnson lives a little like Ben Gazzara 
did in that old television series, “Run For 
Your Life”, the story of a man trying to 
cram a lifetime into the six months he’s 
been given by some mysterious disease. 

But there is a difference, of course. 
There is no end in sight for Johnson, noth- 
ing to stop him from running as far as his 
4.28-second 40-yard dash time can 
take him in the National Football 
League. 

Nothing, that is, except 
his knees, which proved in 
an all-too-dramatic fashion 
last September to be sud- 
denly vulnerable. 

In 1985, Johnson set 
Broncos rookie records 
for receptions (51) 
and yardage (721), 
and he was in only 
his first season at 
wide receiver, coming 
to Denver in the second 
round of the ’85 draft after 


Continued 


Speed, as in moving fast, is 
why Vance Johnson and his 
Ninja 900 make a perfect pair. 
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a collegiate career as a tailback at the 
University of Arizona. 

The 1986 season was to be an All-Pro 
year, at least on the strength of Johnson’s 
bravado and exhibition-game perfor- 

mances. He closed out the preseason 


with 11 catches for 195 yards anda 


touchdown in just more than a 
half of action against the Los 
Angeles Rams, and he opened 
the regular season against the 
Raiders with four receptions for 
53 yards in the first 18 minutes 
alone. 
But early in the second period, 
the knee gave out on a tackle by 
Raiders cornerback Mike Haynes, 
and Johnson was helped to the side- 
lines. A few plays later, he put himself 
back into the game, ran another route, cut 
to the right and forgot to tell his knee, 
which went straight as he tumbled in pain 
to the ground. 

Johnson’s world downshifted in a hurry 
a day later, when arthroscopic surgery 
put him on Denver’s injured reserve list 

for about a month. 
“For a speed guy like that, who’s never 


Vance Johnson is working his way 
into the public’s consciousness with 
fast feet (left) and quick tongue. 


had an injury problem with his legs before 
and who relies so much on his speed, that 
had to really be tough,” said quarterback 
John Elway, twice an arthroscopy patient 
himself with the Broncos. “The first time 
you hurt it, it’s psychologically a lot 
tougher to get over than, say, the third or 
fourth time, after you've been through it. 

“It’s tough to accept the fact that the 
knee is never going to be the same. It’s 
never going to be as good as it was, and 
that’s a tough hurdle to get over.” 

For the first time in his life, Johnson 
literally had nowhere to run. For a time, 
he had no place even to walk, and that 
was a purgatory far beyond the reaches of 
his then 23-year-old imagination. 

This was a young man new to money 
and new to fame, and he spent a good 
portion of his rookie season enjoying both 
to the max. His car was a Porsche 911 
turbo (since traded in for a 1987 Ferrari 
328 GTS), bought and equipped to the tune 
of $70,000, which cut heftily into the early 
installments of a four-year, $1.1 million 
contract. 

His lifestyle off the field that first year 
held up well next to his wheels. There was 
a head-on collision in another Porsche in 
February, 1986, in Tucson, Ariz., his home- 
town; there was a highly-publicized re- 
quest from Denver Coach Dan Reeves, 
who frowned deeply on Johnson’s predi- 
lection for his Ninja 900 motorcycle; there 
were a pair of child-support lawsuits last 
summer, filed in Tucson by separate 
mothers on behalf of Johnson’s two chil- 
dren. 

Surely, Robin Leach and “Lifestyles of 
the Rich and Famous” couldn’t be far be- 
hind. 

Then came the injury, and there went 
the lifestyle. For the first time, Johnson 
thought about money and where it might 
come from if the knee didn’t rehabilitate 
properly. Be prepared, he was told before 
the operation, for the possibility that the 
once-so-promising career might be fin- 
ished. 

The injury wasn’t so serious as all that, 
but Johnson, who’d never been told he 
couldn’t run before, didn’t know it. These 
were emotions for which he wasn’t ready, 
and they forced him to make some fast 
(what else?) decisions. 

Decision No. 1: It was time to start sav- 
ing some money. 

Decision No. 2: It was time to start 
thinking about life after football. 

That’s when art re-entered Johnson’s 
life. A commercial art major at Arizona, 
Johnson had let his painting slide in his 
rookie season. But sitting still in his subur- 
ban Denver townhouse last September, he 
picked up the brush again and began 
painting his women—brooding, dark- 
haired women with deep, mysterious 
eyes. 

They weren’t happy pictures, but John- 
son wasn’t a happy painter. They were, 
however, good enough to begin attracting 
some attention when former Broncos run- 
ning back Rick Parros helped set up a 
showing at his local gallery. USA Today 
published some of his work, and HBO’s 
“Inside the NFL” featured a couple of his 


paintings late last season. 

Trouble is, Johnson’s paintings didn’t 
look original. 

“There’s an artist named Patrick 
Nagel, who I idolize so much,” Johnson 
said. “The guy was incredible. When I saw 
his originals, I almost passed out. I was 
painting just like he was, without really 
thinking about it. This guy who took over 
Nagel’s work after he died was lying in 
bed one night, watching ‘Inside the NFL’, 
and he sees this football player doing this 
art work, you know. 

“T was really scared of him for a while, 
because I was afraid he was going to tell 
me, ‘Don’t copy Nagel.’ People were tell- 
ing me, ‘Oh, he’s going to sue you, Vance.’ 
So I’m telling everybody, ‘Well, I’m proba- 
bly going to get sued.’ I was talking fast 
again without thinking what I was say- 
ing.” 

But Mirage Edition’s Karl Bornstein, 
who has taken over the marketing of 
Nagel’s work, didn’t sue Johnson, since 
Johnson wasn’t trying to sell his paintings. 
In fact, Bornstein and Johnson may be 
working together this fall, marketing the 
football player’s originals under Mirage 
Edition’s direction. 

Since the lawsuit scare, though, John- 
son has made an effort to get away from 
the Nagel look. 

“It’s totally different,” he said. “I’m 
doing paintings of football players now, 
too. I’m still painting women, but that 
style has changed. This guy, Karl Born- 
stein, says, ‘Vance, Nagel died and he had 
his own style. Vance has to have his own 
style. You don’t want people to call you 
Vance Nagel.’ 

“Now, I’m really concentrating on the 
eyes. I concentrate on the different colors 
of the eye. Now, I’m painting in the rim on 
the eye, the pink rim right above the eye- 
lashes. And I’m working a lot more on 
hair. I’m not just doing dark hair any- 
more. But all my women are still beauti- 
ful. That’s one thing I’m staying with. 

“I'd really rather be painting them 
nude, because I don’t like to paint clothes. 
Clothes don’t have any strength to them, 
really, other than the color. But I don’t 
paint nude women. I did that in college. I 
loved doing that in college. I like painting 
the body. It has a lot of different curves. 
There’s a lot of strength. You get to show 
a lot of different depths in the body and 
everything.” 

Johnson’s women mirrored his success 
—or lack of it—on the football field during 
the 1986 season. During the injury, they 
wore desperate expressions, sometimes 
with furrowed brows. But after he caught 
a touchdown pass against the Patriots in 
the AFC playoffs, Johnson painted a 
woman called “Victoree”, who is relaxed 
and open. She isn’t smiling, but she isn’t 
frowning, either. 

Then came “A Peak at ’87”, which was 
painted just before the Super Bowl. In “A 
Peak at '87”, Johnson’s woman is peering 
out at the world from behind a blanket in 
front of her face. The thumb is up on the 
hand holding the blanket. 

“It was a beginning,” he said. “It was 
just a peak at more to come. That’s why it 


was a beginning for me.” 

The Super Bowl was a beginning for 
Johnson in a number of ways. It was the 
first game he played without worrying 
about his knee since the injury against the 
Raiders, and it showed in his perfor- 
mance. 

He was Super Bowl XXI’s leading re- 
ceiver, with five catches for 121 yards; 
and, while it was lost in the maelstrom of 
the Giants’ second-half blowout, he made 
a terrific 47-yard touchdown catch in the 
fourth quarter. If that game was, indeed, a 
peak at what the rest of 1987 holds in 
store for him, the Broncos have one pro- 
ductive little receiver on their hands. 

“He had a great game,” said Reeves, 
“and you've really got to give Vance a lot 
of credit. He played last year when a lot of 
people wouldn’t even have attempted to. 
There were a lot of people telling him not 
to play. There were a lot of people advis- 
ing him, telling him he didn’t need to 
come back until this fall. 

“But he came to me and said, ‘Coach, I 
want to play. I want to come back as 
quickly as I can.’ So he showed me a lot 
last year.” 

But to hear Johnson tell it, he really did 
come close to packing it in for the ’86 sea- 
son to work toward a full rehabilitation by 
’87. At least one ex-NFL player, in particu- 
lar, who had his ear tried to steer him in 
that direction. 

To a second-year wide receiver still 
new to the league and still insecure about 
his football future, it sounded like good ad- 
vice, from someone who should know. 

“It made me think,” he said. “People 
were telling me not to come back at all. 
They were people off the team, former 
players, saying I should wait and get 
healthy and come back the next year and 
have a big season. And I could understand 
where they were coming from. At the 
time, I had more to gain by staying out 
and coming back this year, strong and 
healthy, not knowing then that I could 
come back and play as well as I did. 

“Former players who’ve been in the 
league—they know best. They’ve seen it 
happen before. I thought about sitting out 
and waiting, but I didn’t want to do that, I 
was young and I was greedy. When you're 
young and you’re greedy and you've got 
the eye of the tiger, you just want to go 
out there and work hard and get it back. If 
I was older and had been in the league for 
five or six years, I would’ve thought 
seriously about waiting to make sure I 
was ready again. But I’m young, so I heal 
fast.” 

That kind of input, though, didn’t help 
the healing process. If anything, it in- 
stilled even more doubts in a young mind 
grappling with a gimpy knee. 

It’s difficult to imagine someone as 
brash and outgoing and talented as John- 
son as having trouble believing in himself 
on the field. But that’s apparently what 
was happening in the last half of the 1986 
season. 

“T think all that talk from the other 
players probably hurt him,” said Elway. 


Continued 
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“He’s a young guy who can be influenced, 
and you’ve got guys who’ve played in the 
league before and aren’t playing anymore 
and they’re telling him not to play for the 
rest of the year. He just had his knee 
‘scoped. It wasn’t anything serious. That’s 
ridiculous. 

“Vance has got a lot of potential. It’s 
just that his confidence really sways a lot. 
When his confidence is riding high, he’s as 
good as anybody. But when it isn’t riding 
high, he starts questioning himself and it 
really affects his play. He’s like most 
young guys. He’s like I was. He’s got to try 
to eliminate the peaks and valleys and 
play consistently week in and week out, 
like he did in the Super Bowl.” 

It does seem as if Johnson picked his 
spots at times last year. He picked on the 
Raiders in the regular-season opener by 
starting a war of words with cornerback 
Lester Hayes before the game, then back- 
ing it up with those four first-quarter 
catches. 

(Afterward, he accused Hayes of “try- 
ing to gouge my eye out” in retaliation for 
a first-quarter incident, when Johnson at- 
tempted a cut block. This shapes up as a 
headline-producing rivalry for as long as 
Hayes and Johnson stay in the league.) 

Certainly, he picked on the Giants be- 
fore the Super Bowl, talking enough trash 
to feed an insatiable media horde for a 
week. Johnson turned Super Bowl week 
into his own special coming-out party— 
another sort of “beginning” for him. 

Among the issues his pregame dis- 
courses included were his new earrings, 
his sex life, Lawrence Taylor (“I was hop- 
ing he’d see my earrings and go easy on 
me because he’d figure I was gay”), the 
Olympics (he was an alternate long-jump- 
er on the ’84 U.S. track and field team, and 
wants to make a run at the 88 Games), 
his art, fast cars and the price of beans in 
Bombay. 

“That’s just Vance,” said Mike Shana- 
han, the Broncos’ offensive coordinator. 
“He enjoys talking to people. Once you get 
him started, you’ve got a conversation for 
a half-hour. He’s fun to be around. I think 
everybody likes him. He doesn’t worry 
about what he says coming out in the 
newspaper. He was just being natural.” 

Nothing he said hurt the rest of the 
team, Shanahan said, and the sum total of 
what he said actually may have helped 
motivate Johnson himself on game day. 
That was the idea, at least in part, with 
the genesis of the Hayes feud at the start 
of the season. 

“When I put something out there like 
that, I have to go out and get it,” Johnson 
said. “I have to back it up. I did it in the 
Cleveland (AFC Championship) game, 
too, with one of their guys. This guy talked 
so much stuff, and I was out there holler- 
ing and screaming back at him, yelling 
and going crazy—everything. I think Dan 
got a little pissed off at me that time, be- 
cause I was a little too aggressive. 


Vance Johnson and his 1987 Ferrari 328 GTS. 
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“But I have to put those goals in front of 
myself in order to reach them. If I put a 
goal out there in front of you, and then 
don’t prove to you I can do it, I’m going to 
be very embarrassed. I like to say things 
because I know if I say them, I'll back 
them up. I’d done a lot of talking the week 
of the Super Bowl, and I needed to back 
all that up.” 

But there was more to Johnson’s Super 
Bowl subject matter than self-challenge. 
Little of what he did or said that week was 
spontaneous, thanks in great part to the 
Jim McMahon legacy from Super Bowl 
XX. 

McMahon may or may not have made 
his Super Bowl splash on purpose in New 
Orleans, but Johnson went to Pasadena 
with a very definite plan to make similar 
sorts of waves. The plan started with the 
pierced ears and the tiger-eye earrings, 
acquired in Denver shortly before the 
Broncos left for Los Angeles, and it con- 
tinued with his oral shenanigans the rest 
of the week. 

“IT knew exactly what I had to do when I 
got out to L.A., to try to make myself 
known and be in the public eye,” he said. 
“T mean, by the end of the week, people 
were sick of looking at me on the front of 
newspapers. I’m serious. When I got back 
(to Denver), someone came up to me and 
said, ‘If I see you in another paper, I’m 
going to kill you.’ It was pretty funny. 

“But you know, like McMahon—you’ll 
hear about him forever now, and the guy 
wasn’t even the best quarterback in the 
league. He probably wasn’t even near 
being the best quarterback in the league. 
But because he did the right things to 
make himself known, it helped him.” 

That he premeditated his week in the 
sun might take a little of the fun out of 
The Vance Johnson Show, if he did it for 
capital gain. There was a certain disillu- 
sionment, for instance, in learning that 
New York nose tackle Jim Burt’s jig with 
the fans in the Giants Stadium stands 
after the NFC Championship game—a 
charming little victory dance that ap- 
peared to be a spur-of-the-moment cele- 
bration—was, in fact, plotted in advance 
to be captured on national television. 

McMahon converted his Super Bowl 
tomfoolery into an outrageous off-season 
endorsement lineup in 1986; and Johnson, 
too, was in a position to make hay this 
year, had the Broncos won the game. 
Clearly, we can expect more of the same 
from future Super Bowl opportunists. 

But Johnson claims money wasn’t be- 
hind his verbal excesses in Los Angeles. 
“T just want to be famous,” Johnson said. 
“J mean, no one can even imagine how 
famous I want to be. I’m still trying to fig- 
ure out a plan about what I have to do to 
become famous. I’m not trying to get rich 
off being famous. I just want to be well- 
known. I want people to say my name like 
they say Joe Namath’s name. I mean, the 
guy hasn’t played football forever, but you 
still hear about him. 

“But because we didn’t win, the Giants 
became more well-known than we did. 
What’s that little receiver’s name for 
them? (Phil) McConkey? He became fa- 


One of Vance Johnson’s electrifying women is ‘Victoree,’ a creation of his 
brush after Denver’s 1986 playoff win over New England. 


mous. I was noticing that throughout the 
game. The guy did good things in the 
game that were noticeable, and they won 
the game. That’s why everyone was look- 
ing at McConkey as being a great receiv- 
er.” 

Johnson’s reputation as a great receiv- 
er is coming more slowly, more gradually. 
It will have to wait for at least another 
season, and maybe another Super Bowl, to 
develop. That’s going to be hard on John- 
son, who isn’t used to being slowed down 
by much of anything. 

But, in the meantime, the rest of his life 
is back up to snuff, back to the hectic pace 
it was before the knee injury. The red- 
and-tan Ferrari helps, as does the new 
market he’s finding for his art work and 
for his image. Plans for a Vance Johnson 
poster are in the works, one in which he 
will pose with the Ninja 900. He wants to 
call it “The Need for Speed.” 

Life continues to be a race for Johnson, 


and he’s still way ahead of the game. 

“When I was in high school, I used to be 
so scared that I was going to die,” he said. 
“IT wanted to do as much as I could before 
I died. Maybe that’s why I go so fast. I had 
a fear of war. I knew I was going to get 
drafted. When I turned 18, I went down to 
the post office to register for the draft; 
and as I signed the forms, I knew that 
within the next couple of weeks I was 
going to get drafted and I was going to 
Russia to get killed. I still have that fear. 

“But the thing I always tell people now 
is this: ‘If I ever die, just remember Vance 
did everything he could on this earth. 
Even though he’s young, he’s done almost 
all of it. And he was happy.’ There was 
nothing I missed, really. That’s the way I 
feel now, too. I’m really satisfied.” 

And as long as heaven has a place to 
run, chances are he'll stay that way. @ 


Michael Knisley covers pro football for The Den- 
ver Post. 
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147 By HUBERT MIZELL 


n their last 64 National 

} oe League games, 
the Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers have won all but 52 times. 

VA And that is not the worst stretch 
= 

Jom Tampa Bay history. 
Born in 1976 as an expansion 
franchise, the Bucs lost their first 
26 NFL games. Clearly, pro-football fal- 
libility is a lingering disease on Florida’s 
west coast. 

One Tampa Bay season in 11 has 
merited champagne. Two others were 
worth swigs of muscatel. Most Buccaneer 
years should have been toasted with milk 
of magnesia. 

In their brief, battered history, the 
Bucs have finished 2-14 three times, 0-14 
once and 2-12 once. The latter two records 
came in Tampa Bay’s first two seasons, 
while the 2-14 marks occurred in three of 
the last four years (1983, 1985 and 1986). A 
wondrous aberration occurred in 1979 
when, two years after their record had 
stretched to 0-26, the Bucs were kissed by 
the warm lips of a 10-6 season and won 
the National Conference Central cham- 
pionship. 

Comparative heaven. 

In sweet ’79, the catalyst was a socko 
defense led by All-Pro end Lee Roy Sel- 
mon, but there were intermittent flashes 
of offensive lightning from Doug Wil- 
liams’ passing arm (2,448 yards and 18 
touchdowns) and Ricky Bell’s running 
legs (1,263 yards). 

John McKay almost coached his or- 
ange-jerseyed upstarts into Super Bowl 
XIV, but Buccaneer magic would depart 
as it had arrived—quickly. Tampa Bay 
lost a 9-0 NFC final to the Los Angeles 
Rams. 


Continued 
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BAD NEWS 


Eight years have passed, but that ’79 
season—which included one playoff vic- 
tory—still ranks as “Mount Buc,” easily 
the apex for a franchise that has majored 
in losing, minored in personnel glitches 
and wallowed in continental infamy. 


Tampa Bay did win another division 
championship in 1981. However, the Bucs’ 
9-7 record and subsequent 38-0 playoff hu- 
miliation at the hands of the Dallas Cow- 
boys didn’t trigger any ticker-tape 
parades. 

Trouble was afoot. 


Williams, instead of becoming pro foot- 
ball’s first great black quarterback, bitter- 
ly scrimmaged Bucs Owner Hugh Culver- 
house over money and, in 1983, jumped to 
the Oklahoma Outlaws of the ill-fated 
United States Football League. Today, he 
is back in the NFL, as Jay Schroeder’s 
backup with the Washington Redskins. 


Selmon injured his back and retired at 
age 30. Bell slumped badly, was booed out 
of Tampa Stadium and then played briefly 
for the San Diego Chargers before retir- 
ing. Doctors later found out why Bell’s ca- 
reer took such a plummet. He had a mus- 
cular disease. It would kill him at 29. 


McKay? After coaching the Bucs for 
the first nine seasons of the team’s exis- 
tence, he just quit. 


Since infancy, the Tampa Bay franchise 
has been slapped around by 
critics, charged with drafting 
inconsistencies and trading 
inadequacies. 

Buccaneer drafting began 
beautifully, with the selection 
of Oklahoma’s Selmon as 
Tampa Bay’s first-ever pick 
(he was the first player 
taken overall in the 1976 
NFL draft). Nobody ever 
criticized that one. Even as 
the Bucs were losing 26 straight, 
Selmon rewrote the NFL manual 
on defensive-end play. Indeed, by 
1990, Lee Roy could become the 
first Tampa Bay Buccaneer elected 
to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 

In 1977, McKay, again armed with 
the No. 1 choice in the entire draft, 
opted to pass up Heisman Trophy 
winner Tony Dorsett of Pittsburgh 
and used the pick on his former Southern 
California tailback, Bell. 

Bell was voted the Buccaneers’ most 
valuable player in 79, a year in which he 
averaged 4.5 yards per carry and scored 
nine touchdowns overall. As fate would 
have it, though, Bell would play only 21 
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more regular-season games for Tampa 
Bay (and gain just 679 yards in those con- 
tests) before concluding his NFL career 
in a four-game stint with San Diego in 
1982. Just when his illness might have 
begun to erode Bell’s skills, no one knows. 
As for Dorsett, he remains a gifted run- 
ning back for the Dallas Cowboys and has 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards in eight 
of his 10 pro seasons. 

In 1978, McKay made Grambling’s 
Doug Williams the first—and, through 
1987, the only—black quarterback select- 
ed in the first round of the National Foot- 
ball League draft since the NFL and the 
American Football League became one in 
1970 (the Oakland Raiders had drafted 
black quarterback Eldridge Dickey of 
Tennessee State in round one of the 1968 
NFL-AFL common draft). The Bucca- 
neers chose Williams with the 17th pick of 
the opening round. 

Williams rewarded McKay for his faith 
—at least to a considerable degree. He 
won almost half the games he started for 


the Bucs, a notable accomplishment with 
a franchise so historically washed in de- 
feat. And Williams passed for 3,563 yards 
in a single season (1981) and 486 in one 
game (against Minnesota in 1980), both 
club records. 

But, after the 1982 season, with Wil- 
liams still on the ascent, a fuss over 
money developed. With the USFL bloom- 
ing, Williams had an alternative. 

Culverhouse claimed to be pitching 
aplenty, in the $600,000-and-up range. Wil- 
liams, ironically, wound up settling for 
less from the USFL. It had become, he 
said, a “matter of principle.” 

The quarterback with the mighty, if 
never fully harnessed, right arm had de- 
cided to divorce the Bucs. Controversy 
raged. Racism was alleged. And, in the 
four seasons that have passed since Wil- 
liams’ departure, the Bucs have won 12 
games. 

Personnel boners have frequently 
torched the House of Culverhouse. The 
Bucs traded their No. 1 draft choice in 
1979 to the Chicago Bears for a declining 
defensive end, Wally Chambers. The 
Bears used the Bucs’ pick to draft Arkan- 
sas’ Dan Hampton—and Hampton is still 
one of the league’s best defensive line- 
men. 

Maneuvering for a chance to draft de- 
fensive end Booker Reese of Bethune- 
Cookman in 1982, Tampa traded its first- 
round choice of 1983 for Chicago's second- 
round pick of '82. The Bucs got their man 
Reese, all right. And he started exactly 
seven games for Tampa Bay in his three 
seasons with the club. As for the Bears, 
they used the Bucs’ No. 1 pick of ’83 on 
Tennessee wide receiver Willie Gault. 

The Bucs, plowing ahead, dealt their 
No. 1 pick in 1984 to Cincinnati for quar- 
terback Jack Thompson. Another Tampa 
Bay bust. The Bengals swapped that top 
draft choice to New England, and the Pa- 
triots used the selection on Nebraska 
wide-out Irving Fryar, who made the Pro 
Bowl in his second NFL season. 

In 1985, the Bucs signed quarterback 
Steve Young, the $42 million man of the 
United States Football League and one- 
time Brigham Young star. Last April, 
Tampa Bay dispatched that investment— 
a successor named Vinny Testaverde was 
already in place—to the San Francisco 
49ers for late picks in the second and 
fourth rounds of the 1987 draft. 

And so it has gone. 

Culverhouse is undaunted. When the 
owner gives a “State of the Bucs” address, 
he proudly notes that his team, circa 1979- 
1982, made the playoffs three times in 
four years. 

Sounds yummy, at first bite. 

But, in 1982, when the NFL unveiled an 
all-comers playoff format for a strike- 
shortened season, Tampa Bay tiptoed into 
the 16-team postseason tournament with a 
not-too-dazzling 5-4 record. Then, once 
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John McKay was the colorful ar- 
chitect of the not-so-colorful 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
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YO A i NFL Product 


Super Bowl | thru XX! 


Toast the Super Bow! Champions with this hand- 
some 20 oz. Ceramic Tankard featuring the full color 
logo on the front. The back has the scores of the entire 
season and opponents. Rim: SUPER BOWL CHAM- 
PIONS. Each Tankard is richly banded in 22K gold 
and fired at extremely high temperatures for Color- 
brite brilliance, permanency and strength. 


Complete set of all 21-$300.00 § 1 7 00 es 
A F 


Super Bowl XXII Steins available two weeks after game 


SB-1 —Greeen Bay Packers SB-XII — Dallas Cowboys 
SB-ll — Green Bay Packers SB-XIII — Pittsburgh Steelers 
SB-Ill — New York Jets SB-XIV — Pittsburgh Steelers 
SB-IV — Kansas City Chiefs SB-XV — Oakland Raiders 
SV-V — Baltimore Colts SB-XVI — San Francisco 49ers 
SB-VI — Dallas Cowboys SB-XVIl — Wash. Redskins 
SB-VII — Miami Dolphins SB-XVIIl — LA. Raiders 
SB-VIIIl — Miami Dolphins SB-XIX — San Francisco 49ers 
SB-IX — Pittsburgh Steelers SB-XX — Chicago Bears 

SB-X — Pittsburgh Steelers SB-XXI — New York Giants 
SB-XI — Oakland Raiders SB-XXII -? 


PLAY TRIVIA WITH THE NFL 
AND YOUR FAVORITE TEAM! 


It's fun for family, friends and die-hard 
NFL fans. There are many questions 
that will challenge your knowledge of 

this great trivia game. It is played on a 
real-life football field. Available for the 

following teams. 
© Raiders © Bears O Rams 
O 49ers O Cowboys O Chargers 
0 Broncos © Patriots 0 Dolphins 


534% a 


NFL TEAM 
WALL PLAQUE 


The beautifully finished wall plaque is 
solid North American Pine, with smooth 
beveled edges. Your team’s helmet is 
reproduced in its actual colors, along 
with the team name. $] 5 00 
Size: 10%" x 13” = 
All NFL teams available 
(Most MLBB teams available) 


Buy your favorite 
Superbow! Pins 
individual at 


*10.%.. 
TEAM COLLECTOR PINS 


Complete set of 28 NFL pins 
mounted on velvet and framed. 
$150.00 (not illustrated) 

You can buy pins ¢ 5 00 
individually at = ta. 
“Pins may vary from ones pictured as 
new ones are produced each year 


A Great Collectors Item. A 
Complete Set of all 21 Super Bow! 
pins in a glass display frame. 
$200.00 for set. *By Peter David 


ITEMS BEING ORDERED 


PRO HELMETS 


GIFT HEADQUARTERS 


itis 


“NFL Starter Jackets Available . 


NFL 20 oz. Ceramic Stein. 

Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold. Set of all 

28 teams $350.00 $ 00 
13.2. 


NFL 12 oz. 


Ceramic Coffee Cup. 


Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold. 
Set of all 28 teams $180.00 § 8 00 


NFL 3 0z. Shot Glass... 
Set of all 28 teams $90.00 $ 4 00 ‘s 


Call! 


NFL #1000 The Top of the Line. the 
Pro NFL Coaches Cap is 100% Wool, double stretched, 
with NFL city and team name. Direct embroidered 
logo in full color. One size fits all (all teams available) 


NFL #1002 —The Cord NFL Coaches 
Cap (All teams available.) 


NFL logo. 


$16. ea. 
$15.9 ea, 


NFL #1001 White cotton NFL with direct embroidered 


By Riddel 
The Helmet of the Pro's. 
Official Riddell Professional 
Helmet. The same helmet 
the Pro's wear. “We cannot 
guarantee a certain size or 
mask. A great collectors item. 


5159. a. 


The best price! All teams available 
Helmet Phone ... $250.00 ea. 


$10. 2 


NFL 
T-SHIRTS 


Shirts are poly/ 
cotton blend. All 28 
teams are available 


12% a. 


Adult Sizes 
S-M-L-XL_ by 


NFL SWEATSHIRT 
Crew neck sweatshirt 
50/50. Available for the 
following teams: 


524 a. 
Bears @ Browns @ Cowboys 


Broncos @ Packers @ Rams 
Raiders @ Dolphins @ Vikings 


Macbreger 


Sand-Knit 


Redskins - 7 Theismann Bears - 9 McMahon 
Redskins - 10 Schroeder Bears - 34 Payton 


Redskins - 24 Bryant 
Redskins - 81 Monk 
Cowboys - 11 D. White 
Cowboys - 33 Dorsett 
Cowboys - 34 Walker 
Cowboys - 40 Bates 
Cowboys - 54 R. White 
Chiefs - 14 Blackledge 
Cardinals - 81 Green 
Eagles - 48 Hopkins 
Eagles - 82 Quick 
Giants - 11 Simms 
Giants - 20 Morris 
Giants - 53 Carson 
Giants - 56 Taylor 
Giants - 89 Bavaro 
Bills - 12 Kelly 
Patriots - 11 Eason 
Patriots - 32 C. James 
Patriots - 56 Tippett 
Patriots - 80 Fryar 
Colts - 14 Hogeboom 


THE JERSEY 
OF THE PRO’S 


Full color pro-cut, short 
sleeve, tapered body. In 
full color with player's 
number —{only white 
jersey, St. Louis Cardinals). 
Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL. 
“Names listed below are nol 
on back of Jerseys. They are 
listed so you can identify the 
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Steelers - 12 Bradshaw 
Steelers - 58 Lambert 
Steelers - 82 Stallworth 
Steelers - 83 Lipps 
Browns - 19 Kosar 
Browns - 34 Mack 
Browns - 44 Byner 
Browns - 82 Newsome 
Bengals - 7 Esiason 
Bengals - 80 Collinsworth 
Oilers - 1 Moon 
Raiders - 25 Biletnikoff 
Raiders - 32 Allen 
Raiders - 37 Hayes 
Raiders - 75 Long 
Seahawks - 28 Warmer 
Seahawks - 45 Easley 
Seahawks - 80 Largent 
Broncos - 7 Elway 
Broncos - 77 Mecklenburg 
Dolphins - 13 Marino 
Dolphins - 83 Clayton 
Dolphins - 85 Duper 
Bucs - 14 Testaverde 


Bears - 45 Fencik 
Bears - 50 Singletary 
Bears - 72 Perry 
Bears - 95 Dent 
49ers - 16 Montana 
49ers - 42 Lott 
49ers - 80 Rice 
ASers - 87 Clark 
Rams - 11 Everett 
Rams - 21 Cromwell 
Rams - 29 Dickerson 
Vikings - 9 Kramer 
Vikings - 81 Carter 
Lions - 16 Long 
Falcons - 42 Riggs 
Saints - 3 Hebert 
Packers 16 Wright 
Jets - 10 O'Brien 
Jets - 88 Toon 

Jets - 99 Gastineau 
Chargers - 14 Fouts 
Chargers - 80 Winslow 


“No refunds on special lettered or ordered items* 


LTEAM | SIZE | 2nd CHOICE | PRICE | QUANTITY | TOTAL | 


Patriots @ Giants @ Steelers 
Redskins @ 49ers @ Seahawks 


OFFICIAL NFL TEAM 
STANDING BOARD 


Easel back, can also be hung on wail. 
$ 2 3 95 
. @. 


Individual Magnets $749 
All teams available. 1. ta, 


SUPER BOWL XX! ITEMS 


A. SB XX! Embroidered Hat 
$15.00 ea. 
B. SB XXI Champs Hat $13.00 ea. 


C. SB XX! Champs Bumper 


D. SB XX! Champs Pennant $4.00 ea. 
E. SB XX! Champs Button 3%" 
F. Complete set of all 21 Super Bowl Buttons $39.95 set 


WEAR A PIECE OF 
SUPER BOWL HISTORY 


Adult Sizes: S-M-L-XL 
Available for: 
SB XVI — 49ers 
SB XVII — Redskins 
= . . SB XVIII — Raiders 
SB XIX-—49ers SB XX—-Bears SB XX! - Giants 


SUPER BOWL PROGRAMS 


A. SB XXI $7.00ea. F. SB XV $15.00 ea. 
B. SBXX $8.00ea. G. “SB XXII available 
C. SB XIX $9.00 ea. two weeks after 
D. SB XVII $10.00 ea. game. $6.00 ea. 
E. SB XVII $12.00 ea 


1987 NFL YEARBOOKS 


Not Available Until September 


Raider's- $6.00 Jets —- $6.00 
49ers — $6.00 Bears — $6.00 
Patriots - $6.00 Browns ~ $6.00 
Seahawks — $6.00 Broncos — $6.00 
Dolphins — $6.00 


Giants — $6.00 
Packers — $6.00 
Eagles — $6.00 
Redskins — $7.00 


*Call for additions 
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FOR FULL COLOR 
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4-6 weeks delivery on checks. 
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U.S. Currency only 
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oC Pease ert TE 
Exp. Date Bia = CT) Signature. 


BAD NEWS 


again, the Bucs were Cowboy meat in the 
playoffs—to the tune of 30-17 this time. 

Like the man said, Tampa Bay once 
went 3-for-4 in the business of making the 
playoffs. And, yes, that 1979 season was 
extraordinary. A pauper came within two 
heartbeats of being king. But, when you 
count every stroke from that 1979-1982 
run of relative Buccaneer magic, the four- 
year regular-season record adds up to 29- 
27-1. Including the playoffs, it computes to 
30-30-1. 

Only in Buc Country does 30-30-1 earn 
“dynasty” billing. Of course, compared 
with Tampa Bay’s pre-1979 record of 7-37 
and the Bucs’ all-time mark of 49-119-1, 
.500 ball is pretty heady stuff. 

McKay had been familiar with dynas- 
ties. Real dynasties. He had one at South- 
ern California, where he coached the Tro- 
jans to four national collegiate 
championships. However, during his 26th 
season at the Southern Cal helm, McKay 
made a surprise announcement. 

“T’ve had enough,” he said in the fall of 
1975. “College coaching isn’t the fun for 
me it used to be. So many of my friends in 
the business are retiring, or dying. It’s 
time to move on, to a new chal- 
lenge...and to make myself a potful of 
money.” 

He got his challenge. 

He got his wealth. 

But, he quit winning. 

Long a critic of the NFL style of 
play, McKay had turned 
down offers to switch 
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Quarterback Doug Williams 
(above) and defensive end Lee 
Roy Selmon (below) were two 

of the brighter lights in 4 
Tampa Bay’s dark foot- v 
ball past. | 
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Los Angeles football teams and coach the 
Rams. But, from across the continent, he 
suddenly heard an offer he couldn’t refuse 
—from Culverhouse, a Florida tax lawyer 
and land baron. 

“An expansion team is what I want,” 
said McKay, resigning his Southern Cal 
position to coach the soon-to-be-born 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers of the NFL. “We 
can build from the ground up, doing it our 
way.” 

During the ensuing nine seasons, 
McKay was enriched by two million of 
Culverhouse’s dollars. But, artistically, 
McKay’s Bucs would be known more for 
pratfalls than triumph. 

His NFL coaching record: 45-91-1. 

“Coach McKay was not accustomed to 
losing,” recalled Mark Cotney, a defensive 
back for Tampa Bay throughout McKay’s 
tenure with the Bucs. “It was harder on 
him than on the team. I got very frustrat- 
ed for him.” 

McKay’s clever tongue was both an ally 
and an enemy. From day one with the 
Bucs, McKay was widely perceived as a 
California wisenheimer who had come to 
show the Florida hicks how the game is 
played. 

“No matter what I did, I came out the 
villain,” McKay said. “I caught hell for my 
team, for my TV show and even for a 
commercial I did for an almond manufac- 
turer.” 

Things got nutty, that’s for sure. 

In its inaugural season, Tampa Bay ran 
140 players through training camp. Defen- 
sively, the infant Bucs were remarkably 
crisp; but their offense was ghastly. Be- 
cause it scored so seldom, Tampa Bay 
had trouble with one particular facet of 
the game: winning. 

One of the athletes to pass before 
McKay’s eyes that first season—a year in 
which the Bucs were shut out five times in 
a 14-game schedule—was Pete Rajecki, a 
German-born placekicker who billed him- 
self as the “Bootin’ Teuton.” 

Trouble was, Rajecki repeatedly blew 
field-goal opportunities in summertime 
competition and complained, “I have diffi- 
culty kicking when Coach McKay is 
watching.” The silver-haired McKay 
puffed on a $3 Tampa cigar and said, “I’m 
afraid he doesn’t have much of a future 
here, because I plan to be at most of our 
games,” 

Rajecki was rejected. 

After going 0-14 in 1976 and then show- 
ing a 0-12 mark with two weeks left in the 
1977 season, Tampa Bay came twitching 
to life. The Bucs scored their first-ever 
victory on December 11, 1977, at the Loui- 
siana Superdome, blitzing the New Or- 
leans Saints, 33-14. The following week, 
playing at home, Tampa Bay made it two 
straight with a 17-7 upset of the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

The Bucs’ offense, with Williams on 
hand, began to show signs of life in 1978, a 
season in which Tampa Bay was 4-4 at the 
midway point before slipping to a 5-11 
mark. By 1979, the Bucs were winners, 
and McKay had an “I told you so” sneer. 

The heat on McKay’s blistered neck ob- 
viously let up in 1979, but the critics were 


back in full force in 1980 when Tampa 
Bay relapsed to a 5-10-1 finish. While 
Tampa Bay slipped into the playoffs the 
following two seasons, it seemed that the 
team was just as likely to unravel as it 
was to prosper. And unravel it did. 

From the Bucs’ days of infamy in 1976 
and 1977 to their playoff years to their ul- 
timate unraveling, McKay—the ol’ NFL 
lambaster of the 1960s and early 1970s— 
was never widely embraced by the pro- 
football establishment. He would have lost 
any popular vote among league officials, 
rival coaches, rival players or national 
media. 

“To hell with them all,” McKay once 
said. “Stealing a tune from my old Califor- 
nia friend, Frank Sinatra, my theme song 
is ‘My Way,’ and that’s how I'll do it. I was 
too old to change by the time I got to 
Tampa Bay. But, perhaps to the surprise 
of some, my family loves me, and I do 
have a few very good friends.” 

Even in his au revoir moment in the 
NFL, McKay was controversial. In the 
Bucs’ 1984 season finale, against the New 
York Jets, Tampa Bay running back 
James Wilder was in contention to break 
the NFL record for combined yardage 
(rushing and receiving) in one season. 

Tampa Bay, on the way to a 41-21 tri- 
umph, scored three fourth-quarter touch- 
downs against the Jets and, after each 
final-period touchdown, tried to regain 
possession via an onside kick in an effort 
to push Wilder over the top. 

Jet tempers erupted. 

It got worse. The Buccaneer defense 
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laid down, almost literally, while allowing 
a last-minute New York touchdown so 
Wilder would get one more offensive shot. 
Muscular young men in green uniforms 
began shouting obscenities at McKay. 

Wilder failed in his record attempt, 
through no fault of his teammates and 
Coach McKay. All the while, the Jets 
fumed. “To hell with them,” said McKay 
as he bowed out of the NFL. 

McKay’s successor, Leeman Bennett, 
died a relatively quick death. The former 
coach of the Atlanta Falcons guided the 
Bucs in 1985 and 1986; he went 2-14 and 
2-14 and out the door. 

Now, at further Culverhouse expense, 
new names flash from the Buccaneer 
marquee. While continuing to pay both 
McKay and Bennett, the Tampa Bay 
owner is spending $700,000 a year on a 
new coach—Ray Perkins, late of Alabama 
and semi-late of the New York Giants. 
And, there’s also an $8.2 million invest- 
ment for the 1987-1992 labors of quarter- 
back Testaverde, last year’s Heisman Tro- 
phy winner and the No. 1 NFL draft pick 
out of Miami (Fla.). 

Perkins and Testaverde, even while 
sporting 0-0 records as Bucs, were indoc- 
trinated about Tampa Bay’s NFL past. 
They both know 1979 was terrific, 1981 
wasn’t bad, 1982 was passable .. . and they 
also know the rest. 

And, if these freshly minted Buccaneer 
millionaires were to sit down with $1.99 
calculators, they would learn that Tampa 
Bay, even if it compiled 10-6 records for 
the next 15 years, would still be 10 games 


under .500. 

That’s how deep the hole is for this 
franchise. 

Whether Perkins, Testaverde and 
friends can begin the climb out of that 
hole remains to be seen. But at least the 
1987 Buccaneers will have some familiar 
faces and big names going for them; there 
are no Ricou deShaws or David Grannells 
on the premises. 

DeShaw was a tight end who, on a typi- 
cally humid midsummer Florida after- 
noon in 1976, asked permission to use the 
restroom. He never came back, leaving 
only an empty locker. 

When Dallas cut tight end Grannell that 
summer, Tampa Bay claimed him and 
Bucs officials contacted Grannell two 
days before the Bucs were to play their 
first game ever—an exhibition against the 
Rams in the Los Angeles Memorial Colise- 
um. 

Grannell flew all day Thursday, going 
from the Cowboys’ training camp in Thou- 
sand Oaks, Calif., to the Bucs’ facility in 
Tampa. The next day, the athlete was on 
another airplane, a charter taking the 
Tampa Bay players to Los Angeles for the 
Bucs-Rams preseason clash. After failing 
to play a down against Los Angeles, Gran- 
nell flew back to Tampa on the Bucs’ 
plane. Then, on Monday, McKay released 
him. Grannell then hopped a plane to his 
hometown—in California. 

For the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, the 
dizzying pace has never stopped. 


Hubert Mizell is a sports columnist for the St. Pe- 
tersburg Times. 


he finest, 100% pure, handcast, American stoneware has been decorated 

with a full color rendering by nationally renowned sports artist, Luis 
Marchare for this stunning NFL approved series. The artwork for each stein is an 
original work depicting the outstanding players of their respective Superbowl. 


The backside of your stein lists the entire Superbowl team player roster. Your 
stein’s lid is made of pure, heavy, cast German pewter, richly plated in 18K gold, 
encircling a 2” diameter porcelain medallion embellished with the official team 


helmet/logo. 


Your stein’s underside is bottomstamped and part of a hand numbered, artist 
autographed edition of just 9850. The series began with Superbowl XX’s Bears, 
and continues with Superbowl XXI’s Giants. 


A pewter lid edition is also available: it’s lid is solid, German pewter minus the 
inset medallion and without gold plating. The edition numbers 19,850. 


HOW TO ORDER: 


CST or write: 
Please send me: 
Quantity Item 


A limited number of matched numbered sets are available. Very few of the rare, 
golden, investor-collector edition steins remain. 


Credit card customers call (800) 558-7171 or (414) 271-1911 from 11am-9pm 


Extension 


Bears Superbowl XX pewter stein 
Giants Superbowl XXI pewter stein 
Matched numbered pewter set 

Bears Superbowl XX! gold stein 
Giants Superbowl XX! gold stein 
Matched numbered gold set 

Please add $3 shpg 1st item, $1 ea addtl 


Charge to my credit card 
My checkis enclosed( __) 
Name 


Street 


City 


State Zip 


Vader's Tower Gallery 


1041 North Old World Third Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 


Satisfaction guaranteed — or your money back. Since 1902 


The Snorting Newe 1987 Pro Foothall Yearhook «* 47 


THE 


RUNNING 
BACKS! 


They Will Pay the Piper 
In Life After Football 


By PETER KING 


feel super.” 
That’s what they all say. 

But all the running backs who have 
played in the National Football League’s 
Television Era—with the 16-game sched- 
ules and the carpet-atop-asphalt fields and 
the defenders who outweigh the runners 
by 90 pounds—are going to get a payback 
someday. Maybe not today. Maybe not to- 
morrow. But soon. And for the rest of 
their lives. 

It might be with gimpy knees from ten- 
dinitis, or operating scars, or arthritis, as 
it is with Brown, the stalwart of the Wash- 
ington Redskins’ backfield from 1969 
through 1976. He rushed for 5,875 yards in 
those eight seasons, usually favoring one 
knee or the other, usually using head or 
shoulders as a battering ram. 

While some backs ran out of bounds in- 
stead of crashing for the extra yard, 
Brown would bounce into a mass of hu- 
manity for an inch. Name a tougher, more 
punishing runner of his day. Brown was 
the Dick Butkus of the backfield. 

Now he’s paying. Not complaining, but 
paying. 

“Just the other day,” he said last spring, 
“I was sitting in a restaurant and they 
turned the air conditioner on. I felt it right 
away. Pain riddled my left shoulder.” 

Brown can feel changes in the weather. 


i feel great,” Larry Brown says now. “I 
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Arthritis tells his joints first. “It’s in my 
knees, shoulders, hands, fingers. Every- 
where,” he said. “Those moments (like 
the one in the restaurant) come and go, 
but they do have longevity as far as their 
consistency.” 

Was the career worth the price? Does 
the knifing pain brought on by weather 
changes make Brown wonder why he did 
what he did? Is this really a man who 
feels “super”? 

Brown, who turns 40 this fall, thought 
for a minute. 

“When I played,” he said, “I thought 
about what it would be like when I retired. 
But that was no reason to deter me. If it 
was, I’d have chosen bowling. Football’s a 
tough game.” 

* * * 

Just how hazardous is it to be a running 
back in the NFL? 

“On Monday,” Freeman McNeil of the 
New York Jets says, “you wake up and 
feel like an accident victim, like you were 
in a serious car accident. But instead of 
experiencing it once, it’s like experienc- 
ing one crash after another, 25 or 35 
times. The following day and the day 
after, you're stiff as a board. Your body 
has been traumatized so much that you 
can’t move. You bear the pain, but you 
don’t look forward to it. Some guys drink a 
beer or two or three or four to alleviate 
the pain.” 

McNeil may know better than most 
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players the pain that running backs en- 
dure. Foot, shoulder, rib and elbow in- 
juries have forced him to miss 22 games 
in his six NFL seasons. 

It’s taken for granted in football that 
the running back is going to get absolutely 
creamed four or five times a game. He is 
going to be bent in such a way that it ap- 
pears something in his rib cage or his 
back or his thigh will give way. 

And then there’s the noise. TV captures 
some of the pop made by linebacker level- 
ing runner. But to know what it’s like, you 
have to stand on the field, or the sideline. 
It’s really a frightening world down there. 
The sounds and the fearsome hitting 
make you wonder how a 190-pounder can 
keep getting up after being buried so 
many times. 


i 
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“T’ve told friends of mine,” former 
Pittsburgh Steelers great Franco Harris 
says, “that the only way you can get a true 
idea of how violent the game is like is to 
be down on the sidelines for a pro game 
or a Division I (college) game. With TV, 
you get no feel. Even sitting in the stands, 
you can’t really understand what it’s like 
out there.” 

Some NFL running backs were asked 
how they thought they would feel upon 
turning 50 and whether they worried 
about their fate. Would they be like Larry 
Brown, upbeat but bothered by arthritis? 
Would they be like 51-year-old Paul Hor- 
nung, who is fine except for a slightly 


damaged spine that makes his left leg fall 
asleep? Would they be crippled? Would 
they be like 51-year-old Jim Taylor, who 
feels great and runs seven or eight miles 
a day? 

“When I’m 50,” said 30-year-old running 
back Ottis Anderson, who has played 
eight NFL seasons and rushed for more 
than 8,000 yards, “I hope they have a cure 
for arthritis, because I know I'll have it 
big time.” 

“If I live to be 50?” Los Angeles Rams 
back Eric Dickerson said. “I don’t know. 
It depends. Knock on wood and thank 
God, I’ve never been seriously hurt. It 
could be I'll feel great. Look at O.J. Simp- 


Former Washington running back Larry Brown (pictured above after a 1974 injury) currently is paying a stiff 
price for the difficult yards he pounded out during his career. 


son. He had one knee injury, but really 
had virtually no problems.” 

“I made up my mind about it a long 
time ago,” said Harris, 37. “I told myself 
that when I was 50, I’d have problems. I’d 
have aches and pains. The thing I’m hop- 
ing is that by the time I’m 50 there are 
some new discoveries in medicine.” 

* * * 

Why does football appear to extract a 
greater toll on modern-day backs? Among 
the more significant factors are: 

1. Synthetic turf. Find a back who likes 
to play on plastic and asphalt and we'll 


Continued 
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RUNNING BACKS 


Though former Green Bay great Paul Hornung missed the Synthetic Turf 
Era, he didn’t escape football unscathed. 


show you a second-string back. Check out 
the forearm burns on runners after a 
workhorse day, or see how many miss a 
Wednesday or Thursday practice because 
of a bruised torso after a high-carry game. 

“I’m fortunate,” said Dickerson, whose 
home stadium (Anaheim Stadium) has a 
grass field. “Half our games every year 
are automatically going to be on grass.” 

Joe Morris of the New York Giants 
hasn’t been so fortunate. Morris’ first full 
year as an NFL starter was 1985, when 
the Giants—whose home field is covered 
with AstroTurf—played 14 of 16 regular- 
season games on hard synthetic-turf sur- 
faces. In 1986, they played 13. In 1987, 
they'll play 14. For Morris, the NFL’s No. 
4 rusher in ’85 and its No. 2 ballcarrier in 
'86, that’s only seven grass-field games in 
three regular seasons. 

2. Better defenses. “They’re bigger, 
stronger and faster overall,” McNeil says. 
Imagine his car-accident analogy as it re- 
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lates even to a team like Atlanta, which 
finished 7-8-1 last year. The Falcons’ de- 
fensive ends are 265-pound Mike Gann 
and 270-pound Rick Bryan, two of the top 
defensive picks in recent drafts. Both run 
the 40-yard dash in slightly under 4.8 sec- 
onds. The tackle, 280-pound Tony Casillas, 
is a 4.8 man. Think about being sand- 
wiched between Gann and Bryan, or be- 
tween Casillas and artificial turf, after a 
collision. And Atlanta is a mediocre NFL 
team. 

Look at some of the athletes who were 
drafted this year. The Philadelphia 
Eagles chose Miami (Fla.) nose tackle 
Jerome Brown, who weighs 291 and runs 
the 40 in 4.83 seconds. The Dallas Cow- 
boys selected Nebraska defensive tackle 
Danny Noonan, a 282-pounder with 4.77 
speed. The Detroit Lions went for 286- 
pound Jerry Ball, a Southern Methodist 
nose tackle who has been clocked at 4.86. 
Outside linebackers Cornelius Bennett (of 
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Alabama, drafted by the Indianapolis 
Colts), Shane Conlan (Penn State, Buffalo 
Bills) and Tony Woods (Pittsburgh, Seat- 
tle Seahawks) all run the 40 in sub-4.7 sec- 
onds. And Florida’s Adrian White, per- 
haps the best safety in the draft, brings his 
203 pounds and 4.38 speed to the Giants. 
White, who says he likes to administer 
“kill shots,” should fit right in with New 
York’s physical secondary in defending 
against the run. 

3. Longer seasons. A generation ago, 
NFL championship-game participants 
played 13 games overall (12 in the regular 
season and one in the postseason). Today, 
Super Bowl competitors play 19 or 20 
games overall (the latter if they’re mem- 
bers of a wild-card team). That’s half- 
again as many games—a sizable increase 
in the chance of getting hurt. “Every time 
you go on the field, there’s a chance it’ll 
be your last (game),” said Anderson, a 
standout for the St. Louis Cardinals from 
1979 through 1985 before being traded to 
the Giants last season. 

To prolong careers, today’s backs are 
staying in tiptop shape. Morris and Ander- 
son began training for the 1987 season 
seven weeks after the Giants won Super 
Bowl XXI. On March 16, they started a 
four-times-a-week strength-and-condition- 
ing program under weight guru Johnny 
Parker of the Giants. 


Parker has taken some Soviet and 
other Eastern European training tech- 
niques and sold the program to the play- 
ers, about 40 of whom work out for four 
months. Parker’s program, for backs, 
helps strengthen the parts of their bodies 
that undergo constant attack—particular- 
ly all areas of the knees. “Two days off 
and I’m ready to come back,” Morris said. 


Morris and Walter Payton of the Chica- 
go Bears have become friendly, and one 
thing they share is the drive to stay in 
condition. Payton, for years, has retreated 
in the off-season to his childhood home in 
Mississippi to work out. Part of the regi- 
men: running up sheer hills for hours. 

“I think my off-season weightlifting pro- 
gram has helped,” Morris said. “But 
there’s no way you can prepare to take 
the kind of pounding a running back’s 
going to take, and there’s no art to avoid- 
ing hits. You’re going to get them.” 

Morris, who has 635 carries and 2,852 
rushing yards in the last two years, proba- 
bly gets more hits than Dickerson, with 
696 carries and 3,055 yards. When he runs 
around end or through a hole, Morris at- 
tacks linebackers and safeties, driving 
them back with his well-proportioned 
upper body. Dickerson is like Harris used 
to be. Except on third-and-short situations 
or at the goal line, Dickerson prefers to 
skip out of bounds if the choice is a missed 
yard or seeing stars. 

“Running style is the big thing to stay- 
ing healthy,” said Dickerson, who never 
has had a major injury. “They can say 
what they want about me. Defensive play- 
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SAME EXACT CAPS AS WORN BY PLAYERS AND TEAMS OF YESTER- YEAR! 
COBROOKLYN DODGERS ONY GIANTS 
OBODY BIRD ORIOLES OOICARDINALS © Navy © Navy/Red 
QBIRD HEAD ORIOLES CIBOSTON BRAVES 
COSENATORS © Navy © Red OOWHITE SOX G Red © Black 
OOWAHOO INDIANS OST. L. BROWNS’ © Brown © White 
COCALIFORNIA ANGELS w/Halo MANY MORE IN STOCK! 


SIZES:0 640 64O707%07%0 7% 0 7% 0 7% 07% $2250 ach 


COTTON FLANNEL OLD TEAM JERSEYS 


100% COTTON FLANNEL, AS WORN IN THE 30'S AND 40'S 
FULL BUTTON FRONT 


SIZES: OS OM OL CXL (0 XXL 54%) 


X 


TEAM WANTED 


O CUBS © CINCINNATI © BRAVES 
de oe iy ( DETROIT C PITTSBURGH © PHILLIES 
| © DODGERS O BRAVES CRED SOX 
| ( BROOKLYN -) BOSTON OO SENATORS 
[NEW YORK (Yankees) C) BROWNS © KNIGHTS (from 
O WHITE SOX (1 NEW YORK (Mets) C movie The Natural) 


FULL COLOR T-SHIRTS 50/50 POLY/coTTON ©] Q9% cach 
sizes: $ OM OL OXL (0 XXL 514%) 

O BROOKLYN DODGERS CIN.Y. GIANTS (BOSTON BRAVES (C) WAHOO INDIANS 
OCOPHILA. A's OL.A. ANGELS CIST.L. BROWNS (WASH. SENATORS CIK.C. A's 

© MILW. BRAVES (COLT .45's WHITE SOX (PHILA. PHILLIES ( PILOTS 


NHL JERSEYS by CCM 


MACHINE WASHABLE POLY OR POLY MESH INCLUDE EMBROIDERED CREST AND 
PATCHES AS WORN. SPECIFY HOME OR ROAD MODEL WHEN ORDERING. 
SIZES: S$ OMOLOXL 


0 BLACKHAWKS ‘61% ..... QO ISLANDERS (OILERS 548 Each 
OOPENGUINS CO) BLUES COSABRES CI JETS (CANUCKS *48° Each 


COCANADIENS © REDWINGS CO WHALERS () FLAMES ... ‘40% Each 
COMAPLELEAFS CO CAPITOLS CINORDIQUES ............ $45® Each ~@ 
OCORANGERS CONORTHSTARS CIFLYERS ..............4. *55% Each 
OOBRUINS CUKINGS CUDEVILS ........ cece eee eee eee 852% Each 


NHL T-SHIRTS  Aouttsizes:Gs Om $1195 
J FULL COLOR 50/50 POLY/COTTON OL OX I 0 each 
OC) BLACKHAWKS C)PENGUINS COBLUES CI BRUINS COCANADIENS 


O DEVILS O 


FLYERS OUISLANDERS CUOILERS O 


SOUVENIRS 


OC CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS All NFL and MLB Teams in stock 
(© NFL TOWELS Large 30"x58" size, 100% Cotton. All Teams ... 
CO NFL STADIUM BLANKETS Large 40x60" size. All Teams. 
C NFL KNIT SCARF One size fits all. All teams in stock 
(1 NFL HELMET DECALS Same decals as on helmet! Set of 2 per team 
(© NFL TEAM TRADING PINS All NFL and MLB teams in stock 
(© NFL TEAM KEY RINGS All NFL and MLB teams in stock 
C PENNANTS All teams in stock: NFL-MLB-NBA-NHL 
(2 SUPERBOWL CHAMPIONS PENNANT Complete with 21 Buttons 
=e ew eee eee Oe eee eee 


RANGERS 
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$49 95 each 


NFL PRO CAPS 


yee 100% WOOL CAP WITH TEAM NAME & CITY EMBROIDERED 
INTO FRONT OF CAP. ADJUSTABLE, $490 ] 
1 SIZE FITS ALL. 16° oct 
ALL TEAMS IN STOCK 
NFL MESH CAPS | $19°°..., | 
ADJUSTABLE, 1 SIZE FITS ALL. se 
TEAM NAME EMBROIDERED ALL TEAMS 
INTO FRONT OF CAP. Instock =| 


PRO NFL JERSEYS 
TAPERED BODY IN FULL HOME TEAM COLORS OR WHITE 
MODEL (PLEASE SPECIFY WHEN ORDERING). PRE- 
ALL TEAMS IN STOCK! 
ADULT SIZES: S OM OL OXL O XXL 
REPLICA NFL JERSEYS *19% cach 
ALL TEAMS IN STOCK. ADULT SIZES:O S OMOLOXL 
a NFL JACKETS BY STARTER HAVE QUILTED LINING, 
ETCH NYLON COLLAR, CUFF AND WAIST WITH SPECIAL 
FULLY WASHABLE. ALL TEAMS IN STOCK. 
SIZES: S$ OM OL O XL (0 XXLarge 340° Each) 
across back. 
(MLB JACKETS $75” ea. 2 NHL JACKETS $75” ea. 


FULL PRO CUT, DOUBLE SHOULDER, SHORT SLEEVE 
P 
NUMBERED WITH POPULAR PLAYER'S NUMBER. 
95 
$49 each 

TEAM WANTED 

NFL PRO JACKETS 

Me sip 
SHOULDER INSERT OR SLEEVE STRIPES AS TEAMS WEAR. 
*49ers and Raiders please add $15” for team letter 
CONBA JACKETS $79*% ea. 


$8500 cn 


TEAM WANTED 


NFL SWEATERS j I 
SAME AS WORN BY NFL COACHES. ACRYLIC/WOOL Vee / 
BLEND, MACHINE WASHABLE. TS 


ADULT SIZES: S$ OMOLOXL 429% een 


ORAMS CICOWBOYS CIJETS Green © GIANTS Wht. 


0 49ers CIPACKERS (0) JETS White () GIANTS Blue 
OOBEARS (CISEAHAWKS (© DOLPHINS 
OO RAIDERS CREDSKINS () STEELERS 


NFL SWEA TSHIRTS , 
& NFL T-SHIRTS 


50/50 POLY/COTTON IN FULL 
TEAM COLORS. ALL TEAMS IN STOCK! 
ADULT SIZES: OSOMOLO XL 


5] g% Each $995 ch 


TEAM WANTED 
C) NFL WRISTBANDS All Teams In Stock (Baseball Teams Also) 


COWBOYS Yrbks C) 197201 730) 740 750 76) 792) 80 1 82.2) 842) 860187 $8” ea. 
(DOLPHIN Yearbooks Cl 1984 Cl) 85 C) 86.187 «..eeeeseeceeereneneeees $g® ea, ] 
GIANTS Yearbooks CI 1986 ... $20 ea, [11970 OILERS ...........--. $8 ea 
JETS Yearbooks 0 197200 750) 740179 ........ ccc eee ee eee eeeeeeee 58” ea 
(l PACKERS Yearbooks Cl 19690) 700740179 ........0cccssecueenes $10 ea ] 
J PACKERS Yearbooks C) 1980 0) 8101 820) 8401 850 86087 ....... $8 ea. 
Cl SUPERBOWL XXI PROGRAMS .........0ccceseececassscessceeesuees 58 ea. ] 


SEND #2 FOR FULL CATALOG WITH 1000'S OF ITEMS! (FREE WITH ANY ORDER) 


TO ORDER BY PHONE: VISA-MC-AMEX 
MINIMUM ORDER ON CREDIT CARDS IS #15” 


1-800-MANNYS-1 
FOR INFORMATION AND IN N.J. PHONE US DIRECT AT: 
1-201-488-0154 (10AM - 5 PM) 
MAIL THIS FORM OR ONE OF YOUR OWN WITH CHECK, 
MONEY ORDER, OR CREDIT CARD NUMBER TO; 
MANNY’S BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 


DEPT. SNF87 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


— Add 43% for Postage & Handling 


CARD NO EXP. DATE 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
~ Please allow 2-6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, no C.O.D.'s. 

- Money Back Guarantee 

Send *2°° for full catalog with 1000's of items (FREE WITH ANY ORDER) 

We Match any Advertised Price. If you see the same exact item adver- 
tised for less, just send us the ad with your order or within 30 days of 
receiving the item from us. We will refund or credit you the difference. 


COMTISUGI C00 ROOT 


Former Pittsburgh great Franco Harris had his share of injuries, but 
nothing serious enough to keep him on the sideline. 


ers have called me chicken. But, hey, I 
line up for the next play and the next 
game.” 

“Eric amazes me,” Rams publicist Pete 
Donovan said. ‘He carried the ball 29 
times against the Bears (on AstroTurf in 
1986), and in the locker room after the 
game he acted like he’d just played a 
round of golf. He never seems to be both- 
ered by what he goes through.” 

Harris was the same way. “The think- 
ing man’s football player” is what team- 
mate Joe Greene once called him. For 13 
NFL seasons—and 12,120 yards on the 
ground—Harris knew when to hold ‘em 
and when to fold em. When running plays 
took him to the sidelines, Franco went 
that direction. When he had the choice of 
a yard or a clear head, he took the clear 


52 * 


head. 

“It’s just what the defense leaves you, 
or where the run takes you,” said Harris, 
who wound up his pro career with Seattle 
in 1984 after missing just eight regular- 
season games because of injury during 12 
years with Pittsburgh. 

Harris points out, though, that being du- 
rable doesn’t mean you're injury-free. 

“It was probably luck more than any- 
thing else,” said Harris, who fittingly owns 
a health-food distributorship in Pitts- 
burgh. “I probably had every type of in- 
jury, but luckily none of them was the real 
major type of thing. I had sprained toes, 
sprained ankles, knee problems, pulled 
hamstrings, bruised ribs, shoulder separa- 
tions. Plenty of times I had to play with a 
bad ankle. If you play in the NFL, you go 
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into every game with something hurting 
somewhere.” 

Home games help Anderson deal with 
the aches and pains of professional foot- 
ball. 

“By the time a game is over and I’ve 
carried a lot, I like to get into the whirl- 
pool for 15 minutes or so to get the sore- 
ness out,” said Anderson, alluding to the 
benefits of playing at home. “On the road, 
you’ve got to get on the plane right away. 
Then I just try to be still the whole way 
home. I don’t try to move.” 

For Anderson and his fellow backs, 
post-game movement usually means pain. 
What hurts the most? 

“Shoulders, arms, maybe ribs,” Ander- 
son said. “But I’m like a boxer. I protect 
my ribs.” 

Often, that doesn’t help. 

“It’s so hard on the backs of today,” 
Hornung said. “The worst thing is Astro- 
Turf. Football should be played on natural 
grass. The pounding you take is magnified 
by getting tackled on the artificial turf. 

“T realize that so many teams are shar- 
ing municipal stadiums with baseball 
teams—Philadelphia, Cincinnati, St. Louis 
—and they have to use artificial turf. But 
the bottom line is, it’s very bad for the 
athlete.” 

Harris concurs. 

“I was at Three Rivers Stadium once 
when they were replacing the artificial 
turf,” Franco said. “When they pulled it 
back, there was nothing underneath be- 
tween the turf and the concrete (actually 
asphalt). There was one-half inch of artifi- 
cial turf right on top of cement! I said to 
myself, ‘Wow, I probably could have 
played longer if I didn’t have to play on 
this.’” 

* * * 

Hornung admits he’s fortunate to have 
missed the Synthetic Turf Era; Taylor, 
Hornung’s running mate with the Green 
Bay Packers, played an exhibition game 
on it once in Houston. Brown hated the 
stuff. 

“I’m lucky,” Hornung said. “The only 
thing that hurts me is my weight. I can 
walk, talk and-chew gum at the same 
time. But if you play 10 years in the NFL, 
something’s going to go wrong. Some- 
thing’s got to give.” 

“I’m very fortunate,” said Taylor, who 
contradicts the dire forecasts for running 
backs by jogging up to eight miles a day 
(he ran in the Baton Rouge Marathon last 
spring), playing tennis and going bicy- 
cling. “I try to maintain a very high level 
of health.” 

Taylor, like the running backs of today, 
made sure he was in top condition during 
his playing days. 

“At Green Bay, we had a ball-control 
offense, and I had to be in shape all the 
time,” said Taylor, who like Hornung 
spent 10 seasons in the NFL. “I was very 
conscious of how I fell, too. My style was 
to try to keep a free arm and drop the 
shoulder and don’t give the defensive 
players much to shoot at. It was basically 


instinctive.” 

Brown’s instinct with Washington was 
to get every inch on every carry. 

“A lot of people think I was abused and 
had my career shortened three or four 
years,’”’ Brown said. ‘‘But I’ve always 
thought that if someone comes to you and 
wants to rely on you to do an important 
job, it’s an honor. I was a team player. I 
did what it took to help my team win and I 
was proud to do it. The coaches always 
said, ‘Are you OK? Can you play?’ They 
never forced me to do anything I couldn’t 
do. I took a lot of punishment, but I like to 
think I was a punishing runner.” 

Brown’s career was a monument to 
playing hurt. He stretched ligaments in 
his left knee during his second year in the 
league and “made some physical adjust- 
ments to keep the pressure off the knee.” 
He pivoted on his right knee instead of the 
left constantly. Later, he hurt the right 
knee, necessitating surgery. “Then, when 
I came back from that, I was in a bind,” 
Brown said. “I needed one more leg to get 
by.” 

When retirement came, arthritis fol- 
lowed soon thereafter. 

“T very seldom dwell on the past,” 
Brown said. “I have no bitterness.” 

Taylor and Harris think career after- 
care can stave off some of the problems 
running backs eventually encounter. 

“Some guys,” Harris said, “let them- 
selves get old and add weight. These 
things contribute to how you feel. A few 
years ago, I started to play tennis; I was 
looking for a lifetime sport. I enjoy that 
and play it every day I can. I ride my bike. 
Just recently I started lifting weights 
again. And I do some aerobics.” 

Said Taylor: “At 32, I realized I wasn’t 
going to be able to perform forever. I 
wanted to stay healthy. There are some 
prices to pay, some sacrifices to make, 
but for me, it’s not a daily chore to run six 
or seven miles. It’s like brushing your 
teeth. It’s a discipline. I eat smart—chick- 
en, fish, lots of fruit, vegetables and bran. 
You just can’t stay out and keep consum- 
ing the alcohol and food and think that’s 
not going to take its toll.” 

* * * 

So, there is arthritis, a constant re- 
minder of how a living was made years 
earlier. There are back problems. There 
are just plain aches, aches that probably 
would not have been there had these play- 
ers been health-conscious accountants for 
a decade instead of go-for-broke football 
players. 

It’s called a price. 

Football, as Falcons trainer Jerry Rhea 
said, “is not the ballet. People pay $18 a 
head to watch a risky game. If you start 
playing flag football, I’m not sure you’re 
going to get 50,000 people to come out 
every Sunday to watch. When we take the 
risk out of it, it’s not the same game. Why 
do you think people go to Talladega to 
watch cars drive 200 miles an hour bump- 
er-to-bumper? Because it’s not something 
they can do themselves.” 


Los Angeles Rams running back Eric Dickerson employs the same take- 
what-the-defense-gives-you style that brought success to Franco Harris. 


The long-range health dangers are 
something running backs accepted long 
before they envisioned making more 
money than their peers at a job they en- 
joyed. Some may curse how they feel now 
and how they’ll feel later in life. But foot- 
ball players—and not just running backs, 
certainly—know what they’re getting 
into. They’ve always known. 

“There ain’t no change in the NFL,” 
former Dallas defensive back Charlie 
Waters said. “It’s not any tougher than 
what it was.” 

And if, by chance, playing conditions 
have made it tougher? “We never lock the 
back door around here,” Rhea said. “They 
can leave when they want.” 

“T have trouble with this whole subject,” 
Giants General Manager George Young 
said. “Firemen and police don’t make pid- 
dly. They’re out there all day risking their 


lives for us. Players are getting paid a hell 
of a lot more than the police and firemen. 
I think too much is blamed on the game. 
The game does not necessarily do the 
crippling.” 

The players don’t dispute this. Not for 
$881,500, they don’t. That’s what Morris 
made, according to one postseason esti- 
mate, in football income in 1986—$300,000 
for a signing bonus, $400,000 in salary, 
$112,500 (at least) in incentives, $64,000 for 
the Super Bowl and $5,000 for the Pro 
Bowl. 

“Listen,” Anderson said, “you know that 
when you first decide to play the game, 
you'll pay the price someday.” 

“So far, so good,” said Harris from be- 
hind his desk in Pittsburgh. “But we all 
know it’s coming.” Ht 
reer King covers professional football for News- 

jay. 
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Ryan Is 


By STAN HOCHMAN 


uddy Ryan is kind, patient and soft 
as a sponge—when he’s around his 
racehorses. 

Buddy Ryan is cruel, impatient and 
rougher than a stucco bathtub—when he’s 
around his football players. 

There is a simple explanation for the 
difference in behavior. 

“In football,” the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
coach grumped, “you've gotta win now!” 

The Eagles compiled a 5-10-1 National 
Football League record in 1986, Ryan’s 
first season as a head coach on the colle- 
giate or professional level. 

“And my horses weren’t worth a damn, 
just like my football team,” Ryan said. 
“Just a bad year, both ways.” 

The horses on Ryan’s 176-acre Ken- 
tucky farm didn’t respond to the cuddling 
and the tender care. The humans in Phila- 
delphia didn’t respond to the criticism and 
the harsh pace. Neither cooing nor booing 
worked. 

Will Ryan change his tactics this year? 
“I’m too dumb to change,” he muttered. 
Ryan is not dumb. He is brash, devious, 
demanding, but he is not dumb. He was an 
assistant coach on three Super Bowl 
teams—the 1968 New York Jets, the 1976 
Minnesota Vikings and the 1985 Chicago 
Bears. 

And soon after the Bears carried the 
barrel-shaped Ryan off the Louisiana Su- 
perdome floor following their January 
1986 rout of New England in Super Bowl 
XX, Eagles Owner Norman Braman hired 
him to coach a tattered Philadelphia 
team. In the process, Braman handed 
Ryan a five-year contract. 

Braman first had romanced Miami Dol- 
phins assistant David Shula and then Unit- 
ed States Football League coaching veter- 
an Jim Mora (who wound up as the New 
Orleans Saints’ head man). No matter, 
Ryan quickly made his mark. 

Buddy strutted into town and charmed 
the Philadelphia citizenry with his swag- 
ger. He was a happening. But as it turned 
out, Mickey Rooney and Zsa Zsa Gabor 


Budd. ly Ryan, football coach, was 
in full command of the Eagles dur- 
ing a difficult 1986 season. 


) SYSTEM 


a Sheep in Wolf’s Clothing 


have had longer honeymoons. 

Ryan initially drew considerable atten- 
tion by taking a rusty scythe to the roster 
of a team that had finished 7-9 under 
Coach Marion Campbell (from whom 
never was heard a discouraging word) 
and interim coach Fred Bruney. 

Ryan gathered his troops at his first 
mini-camp, took one angry look at over- 
weight fullback Michael Haddix and said, 
“Haddix looks like a reject USFL guard.” 

Calling a player by the wrong name, or 
simply referring to him by number, is part 
of what Ryan refers to as “cheap sar- 
casm.” It worked in Chicago, where he 
blistered William Perry as “a wasted 
draft pick,” and it worked in Philadelphia, 
where Haddix responded by losing weight 
and gaining yards. 

To other out-of-condition or overrated 
players, Ryan simply said “goodbye.” And 
that’s when Philadelphians stopped 
chuckling and started grumbling. 

Ryan didn’t like the plodding style of 
Earnest Jackson, who rushed for 1,028 
yards for Philadelphia in 1985, so he got 
rid of him. Jackson proceeded to gain 910 
yards for the Pittsburgh Steelers in 13 
games. 

Defenders Anthony Griggs, Joel Wil- 
liams, Reggie Wilkes and Ray Ellis were 
unloaded, generally for low-round draft 
scraps, but managed to see starting duty 
elsewhere. 

Ryan was rebuilding with rookies. And 
while he knew that meant trauma until 
they learned his complex “46” defense, he 
predicted an 8-0 sweep of National Confer- 
ence East rivals and a berth in the play- 
offs. 

“If I don’t think we're gonna win,” Ryan 
said, “who do you think is gonna think 
we're gonna win? You think the players 
will?” 

The Eagles, in fact, finished 1-6-1 
against their divisional brethren and 
wound up only one game out of the East- 
ern cellar. 

Ryan, a 53-year-old Oklahoma product, 
had another explanation for his wild pro- 
phecies. 

“T wanted the heat on me,” he said. 
“You saw who they booed. Hell, they were 
even cheering Ron Jaworski, and they 
hadn’t done that before.” 

Ryan clearly is the greatest thing to hit 


the Philadelphia media scene since Pete 
Rose left town. 

“Tough town?” Ryan said after being 
named coach. “Well, I’m a tough coach, so 
we oughta get along great.” 

It hasn’t worked out quite that way, but 
the brickbats simply bounce off Ryan’s ar- 
madillo exterior. 

The relationship with the media started 
to go sour when Ryan called Keith Byars 
“a medical reject” the day before the 1986 
draft, then took the Ohio State running 
back in the first round. 

Ryan was back at his old tricks this 
year, calling Chris Pike a “medical risk” 
and then grabbing the Tulsa defensive 
tackle in round six. 

When Buddy cut his squad to 60 players 
in the summer of ’86, he cracked, “My 
wife could have made the cuts and she 
doesn’t know anything about football.” 

Some writers thought that was a cheap 
shot at guys who had scuffled through the 
first weeks of Ryan’s brutal training 
camp. 

When the coach dispatched so many 
veteran players, critics wondered about 
clubhouse morale. 

“They probably think I’m a no-good so- 
and-so,”” Ryan sneered. “But that’s all 
right. That breeds closeness as a team. 
That way, they can all dislike the same 
guy.” 

With a cutback of veterans, Ryan has 
had to go with what he terms “young and 
dumb” rookies. 

“T guess that goes together, young and 
dumb,” Ryan said. “But to play football, 
you have to have intelligence. You have 
to hit people. If you’re a great athlete, 
that’s a big plus. If you’re just a great ath- 
lete and you’re stupid, it doesn’t help any. 
If you’re a great athlete and you're afraid 
to hit anybody, it doesn’t help any.” 

Although Ryan hardly comes off as a 
sweetheart, his wife Joan insists that’s ex- 
actly what he is. 

“He’s the easiest person in the world to 
live with,” Joan Ryan said. “He is very 
sensitive and considerate.” 

Ryan nevertheless needles his wife, and 
he rides his grown twin sons, Rex and 
Rob, hard. When someone suggested that 
the Bears’ Perry was a nice kid and didn’t 
deserve Ryan’s ridicule, Buddy said, “I’ve 
got two nice kids at home, but I wouldn’t 


want ’em playing for me.” 

Lately, Ryan has been mixing in some 
praise with his insults. 

“We've got the most gifted defensive 
secondary I’ve ever been around,” he 
said. “In 20 years of pro football, they’re 
the best, ability-wise.” 

Ryan justifies his habit of not shaking 
hands with the opposing coach at game’s 
end (which some observers view an insult 
of sorts), tracing it to his tenure with the 
Jets. “In New York, you’ve gotta get off 
the field,” Ryan said. “Otherwise, some- 
body’s liable to grab a knife and stab you.” 

He also defended his brisk houseclean- 
ing, saying, “You don’t build a team with 
old guys. I’m the guy who makes the deci- 
sions. There’s no question whose butt is 
gonna be hung out to dry if I’m wrong.” 

Summing up his first season as a head 
coach, Ryan observed, “I think I get an 
A-plus. I know that sounds arrogant, but I 
believe it. I mean, I can’t see any mis- 
takes, and that’s what you look for. I think 
we're 10 times a better team than when I 
took over.” 

Braman, often baffled by his outrageous 
coach, chooses to think that Ryan be- 
lieves what he says at the time he says it. 

“Buddy talks to me the way he talks to 
the writers,” Braman said. “The same 
way he talks to the players. Buddy is 
down-to-earth, gutsy, an Okie, and the 
players understand him. 

“He does not motivate by fear, he does 
not motivate by ridicule. You ought to see 
him talking to individual guys—the slap 
on the cheek, the pat on the back.” 

Ryan defends his approach. 

“T don’t motivate through fear,” he said 
testily. “Sure, you start letting veteran 
players go, maybe that creates some fear. 

“All you’ve gotta do is do your job, do it 
100 percent, don’t make mental errors 
and you don’t have anything to worry 
about. 

“Why do you think I still hear from 
those guys in Chicago, in Minnesota, in 
New York? You think Alan Page likes 
Buddy Ryan because he was always jump- 
ing on his back? I said some good things 
about him. 

“Sometimes I had to look hard to find 
something good to say, but I did it. I build 


Continued 
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guys up, too.” 

Take the mysterious case of Eagles 
tight end John Spagnola, the Yale grad- 
uate and investment banker. Ryan ripped 
him seven different ways last season and 
Spagnola trudged through a subpar year. 

“T’ll guarantee you,” Ryan bragged, 
“that John Spagnola will have the best 
year of his pro career this year. He’s in 
here (the weight room), working every 
day. He’s gonna be a team leader. You 
can’t juggle two careers, and he’s learned 
that. 

“He’s got his priorities squared away. 
He’s my kind of guy. He knows that all I 
want is the best out of you that you can 
do.” 

Spagnola is startled by Ryan’s outlook. 

“Last year,” he said warily, “I was a 
holdout. I got injured, I didn’t participate 
in the mini-camps. And I had my worst 
year. 

“This year, I started working out on 
February 9. Last year was a transitional 
year. Coach Ryan made a lot of changes. 

“I've always believed that positive rein- 
forcement and encouragement is the best 
way, whether you’re dealing with fire- 
men, white-collar workers, athletes, what- 


ever. 
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“But there are those who motivate 
through fear. I can’t see him (Ryan) 
changing his style. But for now, I’m much 
more comfortable, on his good side.” 

If there is a military harshness to 
Ryan’s methods, Buddy comes by it natu- 
rally. 

Ryan, who attended high school in his 
native Frederick, Okla., joined the Nation- 
al Guard at age 16—because some bud- 
dies joined. And before you could say 
Douglas MacArthur, Buddy’s unit was mo- 
bilized and sent to Korea. 

Ryan was a master sergeant at 18. 
When his hitch ended, he returned to 
Oklahoma and played four years of foot- 
ball at Oklahoma State. 

After getting a head-coaching position 
at Gainesville (Tex.) High School—the 
only top job he had held until the Eagles 
called—Ryan served as an assistant at the 
University of Buffalo, Vanderbilt and Pa- 
cific in the collegiate ranks and then 
spent eight seasons as an aide with the 
Jets, two with the Vikings and eight with 
the Bears. Then Braman dialed his num- 
ber. 

Ryan fondly recalls his alliance with 
Jets Coach Weeb Ewbank, crediting Ew- 
bank with inspiring his ideas about a 
swarming, attacking defense that crystal- 
lized into the famous “46” (which cata- 
pulted the Bears to the Super Bowl 
throne). 

“I remember Weeb worrying about 


how to protect the quarterback all the 
time,” Ryan said. “That made me realize 
how important it was to put as much 
pressure on as we could.” 

Some credit Ryan’s brashness for en- 
couraging quarterback Joe Namath to 
“guarantee” victory when the upstart 
American Football League champion Jets 
played the National Football League king- 
pin Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl III. 

“It’s not true,” Ryan insisted. “Only 
thing I told him was that the AFL had five 
quarterbacks better than (Baltimore 
starter) Earl Morrall. That’s all.” The 
Jets, underdogs by 18 to 23 points, shocked 
the Colts, 16-7. 

Ryan polished his defensive schemes in 
Minnesota and Chicago, where he some- 
times exchanged snarls with Coach Mike 
Ditka. Many observers thought Ditka re- 
sented the constant attention that his de- 
fensive coordinator, Ryan, received when 
the 1985 Bears compiled a 15-1 record in 
the regular season and went on to the 
Super Bowl championship. 

The Bears survived Ryan’s post-Super 
Bowl defection nicely, going 14-2 in 1986 
before losing their playoff opener. 

“Yeh,” sneered Ryan in response to 
the Bears’ success last season, “and I wish 
I had their schedule.” 

As for the Eagles’ 1986 season, the 
sacks-yielded category told a lot of the 
story. Philadelphia gave up an NFL-rec- 
ord 104 sacks as Ryan fiddled with combi- 


Buddy Ryan’s racehorses see a different personality than the Eagles he 
drills and commands on the football field. 
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nations along his anonymous offensive 
line. Ryan, though, blamed 30 of those 
sacks on the quarterbacks for hanging 
onto the ball too long, or the backs for 
botching blocking assignments. 

Ryan insists his offensive line will im- 
prove dramatically in 1987, thanks in 
large part to the hiring of Bill Walsh to 
coach the unit. 

“Bill Walsh is a helluva guy,” Ryan said 
of the man (not to be confused with San 
Francisco’s head coach) who has been a 
pro assistant coach since 1960 and last 
served with the Houston Oilers. “He al- 
ways put a great product on the field.” 

The Eagles’ coach is putting a premium 
on building team-wide togetherness this 
fall. 

“People think that when you win, you 
get togetherness. It doesn’t work that 
way,” Ryan explained. “You get the to- 
getherness first, and then you win. 

“We went the whole year last year 
without a leader. Any team I’ve ever been 
with had three or four leaders. 

“Right now, I think Randall Cunning- 
ham is going to be a real leader.” 

Quarterback Cunningham was one of 
the few bright spots in the ’86 season. 
Ryan tossed him to the sharks, using him 
in third-and-long situations when he 
wasn’t using him in third-and-very-long 
situations. 

And when Jaworski went down with a 
broken finger, Cunningham created ex- 
citement and yardage with his fleet feet 
and strong arm. 

Cunningham’s backup is Matt Cavan- 
augh—and that’s another sore spot with 
Eagles fans. Bench-rider Cavanaugh was 
obtained from San Francisco in April 1986 
at the costly expense of second- and third- 
round draft choices. (Jaworski no longer 
is with the club.) 

Whatever grievance is directed toward 
Ryan, the Eagles’ coach maintains that 
his way is the right way, as evidenced by 
his self-proclaimed A-plus rating. And he 
insists he hasn’t changed his style while 
ascending to a head-coaching position. 

“A lot of assistant coaches don’t make it 
when they get to be head coaches,” he 
said. “They change their personality. Why 
should I be different? A lot of ’em get to 
thinking they’re something special be- 
cause they’re the boss. 

“I’m the same. I demand hard work, 
study. Those are the things that make 
winners. 

“T’ve never changed. It’s been good 
enough for me all along. Why act like a 
big deal?” 

Ryan has been treated like a big deal in 
Philadelphia, however, with a radio show, 
a television show and a handful of com- 
mercials. 

He bickers with the critical callers on 
the radio show, telling them, “I don’t care 
what you think.” 

What those fans were thinking, by the 
end of the ’86 season, was that it was time 
for Ryan to back his words with deeds. 
They weren’t content to tote up seven 
games lost by seven or fewer points. 
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Buddy Ryan takes life easy on the farm with wife Joan and twin sons Rob 


(left) and Rex. 


Moral victories have never counted for 
much in Philadelphia. 

“The thing that happens,” Ryan lec- 
tured, “is that from your rookie year to 
your second year, that’s when you make 
the big jump in performance. 

“You learn to play the game, you learn 
the system, you learn the intensity you 
need. 

“You make a big jump, and then after 
that you make small jumps until you start 
downhill. Well, if all our guys get better, 
instead of just older, we’re gonna scare 
the hell out of a lot of people.” 

Ryan drafted Miami (Fla.) defensive 
tackle Jerome Brown in the first round 
last April and immediately listed him as a 
starter. 

“We've gotta score points with our de- 
fense,” Ryan said. ““We’ve got to take the 
ball back. We’ve got to keep pressure on, 
attack the offense. 

“It’s a different philosophy, and most 
defensive players love it.” 

Ryan thinks his Eagles will come to 
love the “46” defense and, eventually, 
they will come to love him and his harsh 
mouth. 

Meanwhile, there is the farm near 
Lawrenceburg, Ky., to care for, and the 
nearly two dozen thoroughbreds to pam- 
per. 

“TI read stud books,” he said. “It’s the 
only reading I do outside of football. 
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“You’ve gotta be lucky. I’ve always 
been lucky. I breed the best I’ve got to the 
best I can afford. I’m looking for that one 
big horse. 

“Always been queer for horses. Owned 
five quarter horses when I graduated 
from high school. Roped off ’em, played 
cowboy with ’em.” 

Ryan plays rancher now, with the 
sweaty help of 24-year-old Rex and Rob. 

“If you don’t screw up, he’s easy as any- 
thing,” Rob said. “If you mess up, he’ll let 
you know. 

“IT read what he said about some of the 
Eagles and I laughed. That team needed 
somebody to come in and put the chal- 
lenge to them. He hands out the chal- 
lenge. ..get yourself in shape, be the best 
player you can be. 

“The year before, he said Eric Dicker- 
son was gonna lay the football down on 
the ground three times (in the Los An- 
geles Rams’ ’85 NFC title game against 
Chicago). And Dickerson wound up fum- 
bling twice. Guys begin to feel it’s sup- 
posed to happen.” 

And in case you think Ryan might mel- 
low, or mute that it’s-going-to-happen 
brashness, forget it. At a meeting of NFC 
East coaches last spring, he picked the 
Philadelphia Eagles to win the divisional 
championship. Again. 


Stan Hochman is a sports columnist for the Phila- 
delphia Daily News. 
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Compulsive and Fanatical Behavior 
Are Part of ‘The Games’ People Play 


By JIM DONALDSON 


‘multiteam, wild and wooly piece of 

wheeling and dealing. It started as 
John Elway for Neil Lomax. But then it 
got bigger, with Kevin Mack, Earnest 
Jackson, Chris Bahr, Charlie Joiner, 
Gerald Riggs, James Jones, Jessie Hester 
and Norm Johnson all going to new 
teams. 

Was this the biggest trade in the history 
of the National Football League? Nope. It 
was just a routine swap in the San Fran- 
cisco Football League, known locally as 
the SFFL. 

“T won our playoffs last year,” said John 
Winer, who took time out from his Bay 
Area law practice to build a champion- 
ship team. “The way I won was by making 
a multiplayer trade with Bruce Friend, 
our league commissioner. I gave him 
Elway, Mack, Jackson, Bahr and Joiner, 
and got back Johnson, Lomax, Riggs, 
Jones and Hester. 

“Johnson proved to be the key man in 
the deal. Near the end of the season, the 
Raiders were playing Seattle on a Monday 
night. Whoever won that game would win 
the league. I had Hester who was injured, 
Dokie Williams, and my only other player 
active that night was Johnson. The other 
team involved had Dave Krieg, Steve Lar- 
gent and Marcus Allen. My chances didn’t 


| was a monster trade—a multiplayer, 


look good. But that was the night Johnson 
kicked two 50-yard field goals and I won. 
I'll never forget it. 

“I remember, I was in the midst of a 
trial at the time and had a meeting that 
night with an expert witness to obtain tes- 
timony. But I kept calling Bruce to find 
out what the score of the game was. When 
he told me about Johnson’s field goals, I 
thought he was kidding.” 

Who’s kidding whom here? What’s 
going on? What sort of fanaticism 
prompts this sort of craziness? 

“I’m a therapist,” said Ron Vitale of St. 
Louis, who also is secretary of a Fantasy 
Football League with franchises through- 
out the Midwest, “and I can tell you it’s 
compulsive behavior. It’s a chronic, incur- 
able illness. You could try to get it into 
remission by moving to someplace like 
Saudi Arabia—or maybe Tampa Bay. But, 
once you contract it, you’ll have the dis- 
ease till you die.” 

Vitale is one of a legion of Fantasy 
Football fanatics who would rather die 
than give up the game. “It’s a compul- 
sion,” he said, “but I enjoy it. I have a lot 
of fun with it. It’s a riot. I’ve taken grad- 
uate courses I didn’t put near as much 
work into as I do our annual draft.” 

Drafts. Trades. Games. Titles. Dreams. 
That’s what Fantasy Football is all about 
—leagues full of teams owned by sports- 
crazy Walter Mittys. 


“It’s the ego trip, you know,” said An- 
drew Mousalimas, owner of the Kings X 
bar and restaurant in Oakland and one of 
the first franchise owners in the history of 
Fantasy Football. “You own your own 
team. You draft ’em. They’re yours. You 
can say, ‘This is my team.’” 

What avid football fan doubts that he 
could operate a franchise better than 
many teams in the NFL? Or that he would 
be a wiser owner, a shrewder general 
manager, a more innovative coach? Fan- 
tasy Football offers fans the opportunity 
to form their own leagues, own their own 
teams, select their own players, choose 
their own lineups, make trades and, per- 
haps best of all, prove they can outsmart 
their buddies. “If you win,” Vitale said, 
“you maintain bragging rights the rest of 
the year.” 

Fantasy Football’s roots are obscure, 
although it is believed to have originated 
in a room in the old Manhattan Hotel in 
New York City. It was, the story goes, the 


product of the fertile imaginations of a 


bored contingent with the 1962 Oakland 
Raiders, who were making a 16-day east- 
ern swing. Among the co-founders was 
Scotty Stirling, then a football beat writer 
for the Oakland Tribune and until recent- 
ly vice president and general manager of 
the New York Knicks of the National Bas- 
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ketball Association. 

“In those days,” Stirling recalled, “the 
Raiders used to play the Patriots, Bills 
and (New York) Titans, all on one trip.” 
The seemingly endless trip was full of 
dreary afternoons, prompting Bill Win- 
kenbach, then a limited partner in the 
Raiders, to dream up the game that even- 
tually became known as Fantasy Football. 

“It was based on scoring,” Stirling said. 
“We had a draft in which we picked two 
players at each of the skill positions. We 
called the league the GOPPPL—the 
Greater Oakland Professional Pigskin 
Prognosticators League.” 

Winkenbach designed a wooden trophy 
—a face on a football wearing a dunce 
cap—and made a formal presentation, not 
to the league champion, but to the fran- 
chise that finished last. Stirling was the 
not-so-proud possessor of the trophy after 
the league’s first season. 

“The rule was that you had to display it 
in your house,” Stirling said. “If any 
league member came by and it wasn’t on 
display, you got fined. 

“The GOPPPL became a big thing. 
Competition was fierce. Friendships were 
destroyed. There were some divorces. But 
guys used to try like hell to get in. When I 
left, there were guys lined up to take over 
my team. 

“The format was basically the one used 
all over the country now. I think the thing 
first spread in the Bay Area. Once it got to 
Montgomery Street, which is to San Fran- 
cisco what Wall Street is to New York, it 
spread like wildfire. I think the game ba- 
sically has remained the same all these 
years.” 

The game is no mere fad, no passing 
fancy—or fantasy, as the case may be. 
Hula hoops, pet rocks and Cabbage Patch 
Kids come and go, but the popularity of 
Fantasy Football continues to increase 
dramatically. It is a nationwide phenome- 
non, as popular in New Mexico, North Da- 
kota and Alaska as in New York, Chicago 
and Dallas. Wherever there are pro foot- 
ball fans, there probably is Fantasy Foot- 
ball. Some franchise owners wear blue 
collars and hard hats, others wear white 
collars and ties. Some even wear blue- 
and-white dresses. Women have fantasies, 
too, you know. Bars and businesses, diners 
and discos, restaurants and rest homes, 
country clubs and prisons, cities, farms 
and small towns—all provide perfectly ac- 
ceptable facilities for Fantasy Football 
franchises. 

“It’s a way to make football season 
more interesting,” said Ron Siegel, a Boca 
Raton, Fla., attorney who also is commis- 
sioner of a group that, given the religious 
orientation of most of its franchise 
owners, is known as the Jewish Defense 


The fanaticism of Fantasy Football 
players has spurred book writers 
and promoters into action. 


League. 

“Whatever game you're watching on 
television means something to you. 
You're either rooting for your players, or 
against somebody else’s.” 

In Fantasy Football, old loyalties fade 
fast. NFL players no longer are Browns or 
Bears, Patriots or Packers. They’re either 
“Your Players” or “Somebody Else’s.” 
What, then, is Fantasy Football? And how 
is it played? 

In the most basic version of the game, a 
team owner drafts 12 players— two 
kickers, two quarterbacks, three wide re- 
ceivers, three running backs and two tight 
ends. Every weekend he activates seven 
—a kicker, quarterback, tight end, two 
running backs and two wide receivers. 
The points those players score belong to 
the franchise owner.The franchise that 
scores the most points in a week of NFL 
games wins. It’s that simple. 

Or, if you don’t like simple, leagues can 
get considerably more complicated. Play- 
ers and positions can be added. So can en- 
tire defensive units. And there are more 
ways to score points than there are seats 
in the Los Angeles Coliseum. 

One of the beauties of the game is that 
it can be adapted to suit its players. Points 
can be awarded the same as in a real 
game or players can get 
more for 
long- 
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gainers that result in touchdowns. Some- 
times, double points are given on any 
scoring play of 50 yards or more. In an- 
other system, a touchdown run of one to 
five yards is worth one point, six to 10 
yards is worth two points, and so on, with 
point value increasing with distance. The 
same is true for touchdown passes and 
field goals. 

One league may choose to subtract 
points for such mistakes as interceptions 
and fumbles. The variations are unlimited 
and determination of the rules often is 
half of the fun. 

“Half the guys in our league are attor- 
neys,” Siegel said. “Our meetings are in- 
teresting because, whenever we talk 
about rules changes, it’s like negotiating a 
piece of legislation.” 

And controversy is not uncommon. 
That’s why most Fantasy Football leagues 
have a commissioner. He need not have a 
tan, like Pete Rozelle, but a sense of 
humor and fair play is necessary, espe- 
cially if he’s going to have to rule on such 
sticky issues as the now-infamous “Case of 
Larry Moriarty.” 

There was a game last season in which 
Moriarty, then a running back for the 
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Houston Oilers, was credited with scoring 
a touchdown on a play in which he fum- 
bled at the goal line. At the time, it was 
ruled that Moriarty had control of the ball 
when he crossed the plane of the goal 
line, resulting in newspapers around the 
country recording the news in their morn- 
ing summaries. 

After further review, however, the NFL 
office decided that Moriarty had lost pos- 
session before reaching the goal line, and 
the touchdown was officially credited to 
offensive lineman Mike Munchak, who 
had fallen on the ball in the end zone. 
That decision set off tremors measurable 
on the Richter scale among Fantasy fran- 
chises around the country. 

“It was wild,” Vitale said. “Our guys 
were ready to fight.” 

The problem in Vitale’s league, as in so 
many others, was that Moriarty’s touch- 
down meant the difference between win- 
ning and losing the weekly pool. 

“One of our owners had Moriarty,” Vi- 
tale said. “On Monday, he was the winner 
by a point. Then the NFL ruled that 
Moriarty hadn’t scored after all. As 
league secretary, I called him up and, 
nice guy that I am, told him he was really 
a loser.” 

Before calling the irate owner, Vitale 
had called the NFL offices in Manhattan. 

“T called to see if they could clarify the 
matter,” he said. “I explained that there 
was a lot of money riding on this. They 
were pretty nice about it.” 

Because there often is money, some- 
times large amounts, riding on the out- 
come of weekly Fantasy 

play, franchise owners 

are eager to obtain 
all the infor- 


mation possible about their players. That 
leads to frequent phone calls to NFL of- 
fices. 

“Tt got to be a real pain in Miami,” said 
Chip Namias, former publicity director 
for the Dolphins and now public relations 
director for the Houston Oilers. “They’d 
drive you crazy. 

“Because the Dolphins have so many 
players that Fantasy people are interest- 
ed in, especially guys like Dan Marino, 
Mark Duper and Mark Clayton, they’re in 
everybody’s (Fantasy) league. Because 
most of those leagues are passing orient- 
ed, those guys usually are three of the first 
players picked. 

“We'd sometimes get upwards of 100 
calls a week. They’d want to know 
Duper’s injury status, or if Clayton was 
going to play, or why we weren’t throwing 
to Nat Moore. We finally had to institute a 
policy of not releasing injury information 
to the public.” 

That required Fantasy franchise 
owners to take drastic action. They still 
called, pretending to be newsmen. 

“People would call and make up publi- 
cations,” Namias said. “They’d say they 
were with the Boston Daily Gazette. Of 
course, I’d know there was no such paper. 
And, if they gave a legitimate paper, but 
their name or voice didn’t sound familiar, 
I'd ask them the name of their sports edi- 
tor. When I’d do that, they’d hang up. I 
always liked it when I’d catch them.” 

Frank Ramos, the veteran publicity 
director for the New York Jets, says it’s 
easy to differentiate between calls from 
Fantasy franchise owners and gamblers. 

“Tf they were bettors,” said Ramos, 
“they’d want to know how people like Joe 
Klecko and Mark Gastineau are doing. 
We don’t get any calls when those guys 
are injured. 


“But I remember last year we went ab- 
solutely crazy when Freeman McNeil was 
hurt, and then with Johhny Hector, his re- 
placement, because he was a scorer—a 
short-yardage back who scores a lot of 
touchdowns.” 

In Fantasy Football, it is not who wins 
or loses the games that’s important, but 
who scores the points. To a Fantasy fran- 
chise, a Tony Paige can be more valuable 
than a Freeman McNeil, a Jeff Kemp bet- 
ter than a Phil Simms—at least when he’s 
throwing long bombs to Jerry Rice. 

The fastest way to bomb out in Fantasy 
Football is to pick a bunch of duds in the 
draft. It’s hard to overestimate the impor- 
tance of Draft Day. On second thought, it’s 
impossible. 

If you forget your wedding anniversary, 
your spouse will only make life miserable 
for a month or two. But if you blow Draft 
Day, you'll have to live with it for the next 
year. You'll be subject to the taunts and 
ridicule of fellow owners. You'll suffer the 
ignominy of finishing below most of your 
peers in the weekly pools and seeing your 
name mired in the muck with the riffraff 
near the bottom of the standings. You'll 
lose the respect of your colleagues, not to 
mention your own self-respect. Worst of 
all, you’ll lose money; maybe a large 
amount of money. 


Unless you can strong-arm your fellow 
owners into trading you something for 
nothing, your only hope to build a strong 
team is through the draft. Vitale’s league, 
which has franchises throughout the Mid- 
west, from St. Louis to the wilds of Wis- 
consin, was formed originally by a group 
from Chicago. Every year, they get to- 
gether in the Windy City to conduct their 
draft. 

“We make a weekend out of it,” Vitale 
said. “We get together in a conference 
room in an office building on Michigan 
Avenue and hold our draft. It may be the 
highlight of the season.” 

It can be the low point for the unin- 
formed. 

“We pick everybody but offensive line- 
men in our draft,” Friend said. “If you’re 
not a fanatic, you’re dead. You'd get 
buried. You’ve got to know what’s hap- 
pening, or you learn the hard way.” 

Somewhere, there may be Fantasy 
Football leagues that operate just for fun; 
simply to see who, by virtue of superior 
football acumen, finishes first. In most 
Fantasy leagues, however, just as in the 
NFL, making money is what it’s all about. 

“I was in a league once where guys 
were losing thousands of dollars over the 
course of a season,” Friend said. “Each 
point was worth a dollar. Whatever your 
team scored, that was your total. We fig- 
ured the average for the week, and every- 
body above that number got a dollar for 
every point from the guys below. In a 
week where some teams would go crazy 
and others would do nothing, it could get 
ridiculous.” 

Russ Wackenhut, a banker in Downers 
Grove, Ill., has gone national with the 
game. As Awesome High Commissioner 
of the FUNFLI—Fouled-Up National 
Football League International—he invites 
teams from Fantasy leagues around the 
land to participate in the annual FUNFLI 
Super Bowl the final weekend of the regu- 
lar NFL season. The title has been won by 
such Fantasy powerhouses as the Peta- 
lumna, Calif., Crunchers, the Crescent 
City Hurricanes (“the team was named 
after the guy’s favorite town and favorite 
drink”) and the Parma Heights, O., Pile 
Drivers. 


The winner is presented with a trophy 
that makes the Heisman look like some- 
thing from a weekend bowling league. 

“Banking’s exciting,” Wackenhut said, 
“but I don’t get near as excited about 
banking as I do about this.” 

Twenty-five years later, Mousalimas 
and the crowd at the Kings X still find 
Fantasy Football exciting. Although Mou- 
salimas runs gin rummy and backgam- 
mon tournaments, and also sponsors a 
trivia team that competes nationally, 
Fantasy Football still is the most popular 
diversion of his sports-minded customers, 
with a total of 60 teams competing in six 
divisions. 

“Some Sundays,” Mousalimas said, “I 
don’t really feel like watching games. But 
then I think about our league, and it keeps 
my interest up.” 


Jim Donaldson is a sportswriter for the Provi- 
dence Journal-Bulletin. 
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By RON COOK 


ne of the people Joe Greene will 

thank in his induction speech at 

the Pro Football Hall of Fame will 
be Leonard Charles Vance. 

“Ol’ Speedy,” Greene said, laughing 
softly. 

Vance was three years older, just as big 
and much tougher than Greene when 
they were kids in Temple, Tex. He 
whipped Greene regularly in neighbor- 
hood fights and embarrassed him in front 
of classmates. Greene feared him. 

But Vance went too far the night he 
stole $5 from the top of the Greene fami- 
ly’s television. Greene’s mother, Cleo 
Thomas, had worked hard for that money 
to pay for insurance so Greene could play 
ninth-grade football at Dunbar High 
School. 

“T can still hear him say, ‘Yeah, I took 
it. Whatcha goin’ to do ’bout it?’”” Greene 
said. “That did it for me. I must have 
mopped the floor with him that day. I 
gave him a real good beating.” 

Greene and Vance later became best 
friends, even though Vance was a bully 
and a hooligan, the kind of person that 
Greene’s mom had warned him to avoid. 

But without Vance, Greene might not 
have developed into a football star at 
Dunbar, a consensus All-America defen- 
sive tackle at North Texas State Universi- 
ty and a Super Bowl hero with the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. He still might be living in 
obscurity in Temple instead of preparing 
to take his place in pro football history at 
Canton, O. He will be enshrined in the 
Hall of Fame on August 8 with fellow foot- 
ball greats John Henry Johnson, Len 
Dawson, Larry Csonka, Jim Langer, Don 
Maynard and Gene Upshaw. 


"JOE GREENE 


Former Pittsburgh Man of Steel Gives 
A Different Impression Off the Field 


“I was always a big kid, and big kids are 
targets,” Greene said. “Kids used to pick 
on me all the time and I was too afraid to 
do anything. 

“But that fight with Speedy, it got me 
over the hump. I wasn’t afraid anymore. 
That year, I went from an average foot- 
ball player to a good player. Football gave 
me self-worth and self-esteem. I was able 
to find myself as a man after that fight.” 

Vance, unfortunately, will not be 
among the Greene contingent at Canton. 
The way Greene has it figured, Vance 
probably said, “Whatcha goin’ to do "bout 
it?” to the wrong guy and was shot to 
death when Joe was a sophomore in col- 
lege. 

* * * 

Joe Greene epitomized football in Pitts- 
burgh. He played 13 seasons and went to 
the Pro Bowl 10 times. He was the corner- 
stone of a franchise that won four Super 
Bowls in six years. He was, arguably, the 
greatest player on what might have been 
pro football’s greatest team. 

“Joe Greene was our guy,” said Steelers 
Coach Chuck Noll, who constructed his 
near-invincible “Steel Curtain” defense 
around Greene, his first draft pick in 1969. 
“T never ran into anyone who wanted to 
play more and be better than he did.” 

“IT don’t want to be thought of as Mean 
Joe Greene, the guy who punched (Den- 
ver Broncos guard) Paul Howard in the 
stomach and said bad things about the of- 
ficials,’” Greene said. “I did those things, 
sure, but that’s not what I’m about. 

“I don’t want to be remembered as a 
bad guy. I want to be remembered for 
playing 13 years and having contributed 
to four championship teams. I want to be 
remembered for maybe setting a stan- 
dard for others to achieve.” 


Recognition by Noll and his peers, 
Greene said, means more than the Hall of 
Fame induction. The four Super Bowl tro- 
phies mean more than the Hall of Fame 
plaque. 

“I keep thinking back to my final game 
(in 1981). We played the Oilers in the As- 
trodome. We were out of the playoffs, 
they were out of the playoffs and the 
game had no interest to anyone. 

“Can you imagine playing like that your 
whole career? What a sad statement that 
would be, but a lot of guys did. Me, I must 
have played in 50 big games over the 
years—the Super Bowls, the playoffs, the 
games against Oakland, the games in the 
Astrodome. 

“Measure that against being in the Hall 
of Fame. I’m not being modest. It’s just 
that there’s no comparison in my mind.” 

* * * 

Greene likes to compare his football ca- 
reer with his business career “because I 
had early success and late failure in each. 
Until 1975, I was completely injury-free. I 
had no respect for anyone’s ability then 
because I had so much regard for my 
own. I figured that no matter what the 
other guy did, I’d take care of him.” 

And after 1975, when he injured his 
neck, back and groin? 

“I never got completely healthy again. I 
never got back to my form, to the confi- 
dence level I once had. It was like I had 
been running wild for all those years and 
someone said, ‘Hmmm, let’s humble this 
boy.’” 

Greene said his most depressing mo- 
ments came in the 1975 playoffs when he 
could not play against the Baltimore Colts 
and at training camp in 1976 when there 


Continued 
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was speculation he would split playing 
time with Steve Furness. 

“I was injured and people were talking 
about my back. I took offense at that. I 
was a warrior; I didn’t want anyone’s 
sympathy. 

“But I changed my game. I started 
playing very conservatively. I didn’t do 
things to get myself in trouble. If I 
couldn’t make the play, I’d funnel it to 
someone else. That gave me my worth.” 

Greene made the Pro Bowl in 1976 and 
in three of the five subsequent seasons. 
But he knew he was not the same player. 
He said there were days in practice when 
he could not beat the worst pass blocker 
because of a weakness in his left side. 

“Once, I could cover my area on the 
field and flow over into someone else’s 
area. After I got hurt, I couldn’t do that. I 
was a wiser player, but what I could do 
physically was limited.” 

Greene sighed. 


Continued on Page 158 


Tom Okon got the word when he ar- 
rived home in Queens, N.Y., after an- 
other routine day at the Fordham Pre- 
paratory School for Boys. 

His buddy, Joe Greene, had won 
election to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 

Okon’s relationship with Greene 
dated back to 1979, when they per- 
formed together in the popular “Coke 
and a Smile” television commercial. 

“Great news,” Okon said of Greene’s 
honor. “Joe Greene is the best defen- 
sive tackle who ever lived.” 

Okon was 9 years old when he and 
Greene made the commercial. Greene 
played the role of a mean football 
player who gulped Okon’s soft drink, 
then made it up to the boy by tossing 
him his jersey and flashing that now- 
famous smile. 

Today, Okon is a 17-year-old high 
school senior, honor student and rugby 
player. He plans to attend college in 
the fall to study marketing. “I’ve nar- 
rowed my choices to Lehigh, Villa- 
nova, Holy Cross, Fairfield and Skid- 
more,” he said. 

Okon retired from acting last year. 
He did several television commercials 
before and after the Coke spot, none of 
which were as successful. He and 
Greene won a Clio, advertising’s ver- 
sion of the Oscar, for their work to- 
gether. 

“T gave it up because I got pretty 
bogged down in school,” Okon said. 
‘And it used to be a lot more fun. 
Doing that Coke commercial was a lot 
of fun.” 


64 *x 


= 
= 
<= 


~ 


a 
mal 


Pia idl s 


Joe Greene volunteered his services to the Steelers in 1982, but that 


coaching stint lasted only one week. 


Where Are You Now, Tom Okon? 


j 


Okon was too young to appreciate 
the impact of the commercial at the 
time. He said he just was thrilled to 
meet one of his heroes, “a real live 
member of the Steel Curtain. 

“The thing that sticks out in my 
mind about doing that commercial 
was throwing a football around the set 
with Joe. He’s such a super guy. You 
would think with all the fame and at- 
tention he’s had, he would be stuck up. 
But he’s not. He’s a great guy.” 

Okon did not get to keep the jersey 
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9-year-old Tom Okon offered his buddy, Joe Greene, a Coke in 1979. 


. 


used in the commercial. When Greene 
heard that Okon’s classmates were 
teasing him about that, he sent him a 
jersey and signed it, “To a great little 
kid. Your pal, Joe Greene.” He later 
sent Okon an autographed Steelers’ 
football after the team’s fourth Super 
Bowl victory in 1980. 

“It’s hard to believe it’s been eight 
years since we did that commercial,” 
Okon said. “That was a very positive 
aspect of my life. It always will be.” 

—RON COOK 


Washington, other NFC East teams 
hope to bring Giants back to earth 


By BRYAN BURWELL 


ootball has always been a 

game of mimicry. What was 

successful for one team will 

absolutely, positively be cop- 

ied by all. From headbands to 
H-backs, from rap videos to attack de- 
fenses, it need only work once before 
clones of various resolution spit out in 
rapid-fire succession all over the National 
Football League. 

As much as mimicry is part of the fab- 
ric of the game, so is history. What hap- 
pened yesterday will most assuredly 
occur again today. History has condi- 
tioned us to know that Super Bowl cham- 
pions of today certainly won't do it again 
tomorrow. It’s been seven years since the 
Pittsburgh Steelers won back-to-back 
Super Bowls. No one has done it since. 

Not the Los Angeles Raiders. Not the 
San Francisco 49ers. Not the Washington 
Redskins. Not the Chicago Bears. 

And now here comes last year’s Super 
Team, the New York Giants, winners of 
Super Bowl XXI by a 39-20 margin over 
the Denver Broncos. 

History is staring them square in the 
face, telling them what they can’t do. The 
road back to the world title is too long, too 
hard and filled with all too many fateful 
twists and turns. 

“History?” said Bill Parcells, the Giants 
coach. “I don’t pay any attention to that 
stuff. History means nothing to us. Last 
year is over. This year is completely dif- 
ferent.” 

“T’'ll be honest with you,” said George 
Young, the Giants general manager. “I 
don’t think anyone in this organization is 
thinking about that stuff. We’re not wor- 
ried about the so-called pressure of trying 
to repeat. What we are worried about 
though is looking at this year by itself— 
not in the context of being defending 
champs. All we’re trying to do is get bet- 
ter. We have the same goal that everyone 
else has—winning the Super Bowl. But it 
has nothing to do with history. It’s all 
about winning, because in this league, 
there’s only one winner every year. . . and 
27 losers.” 

So, the off-season has been spent fine- 
tuning the workings of this world cham- 
pionship machine. 

The first bit of tuning came through the 
draft. The Giants selected Michigan State 
wide receiver Mark Ingram with their 
first pick. Ingram could be the missing 
link in New York’s offense, eventually de- 
veloping into the big-play receiver Par- 
cells has sought to replace overachievers 
like Phil McConkey. 

With Ingram and a few other quality 
picks, like Florida safety Adrian White, 
the Giants have fine-tuned themselves 
enough to challenge history, and should at 
least repeat as the National Conference's 
Eastern Division champs. 


TSN’s Predictions 


1. N.Y. Giants 
2. Washington 
3. Philadelphia 
4. Dallas 

5. St. Louis 


The type of team that won’t lose much of its edge after Super 
Bowl success. Still will be tough to repeat in tough division. 


No questions about the offense, especially with stronger running 
back Kelvin Bryant. Defense has to provide more opportunities. 


If Eagles finish this high, credit the defense. The offense is in the 
hands of Randall Cunningham and the running game is a question. 


Quarterback Danny White will see this pick and, suddenly, his 
wrist will get better. Cowboys are still dangerous offensively. 


Too many questions without answers. Quarterback spot is up for 
grabs and defense must create turnovers. 


In a breeze? Maybe. That depends on 
Washington Redskins General Manager 
Bobby Beathard’s reputation as a maver- 
ick, but brilliant talent evaluator. On the 
surface, the draft didn’t seem to help 
Washington, runner-up to the Giants last 
season, losing, 17-0, in the NFC Champion- 
ship Game. 

The Redskins need help at linebacker 
to_truly challenge New York. Rather than 
drafting for help in the early rounds, 
Beathard is counting on the rapid devel- 
opment of two second-year players who 
spent all of 1986 on injured reserve— 
Anthony Copeland, a free agent, and 
Ravin Caldwell, last year’s fifth-round 
pick. 

One question that will go unanswered 
until the Giants and Redskins meet is how 
much emotional damage was done to 
Washington quarterback Jay Schroeder, 
who was abused in the last two meetings 
between the teams. 

After the Giants and Redskins, the tal- 
ent in the division falls off a cliff. The Dal- 
las Cowboys are coming off a .500 season, 
and probably won’t be much better this 
year. The aging defensive line has 40 
years of experience in three starters— 
John Dutton (14 years), Ed Jones (13) and 
Randy White (13). The offensive line al- 
lowed 60 sacks, including a club-record 11 
in one game against San Diego. 

Super Bowl tickets are not being sold in 
Philadelphia quite yet. That has some- 
thing to do with an offensive line that per- 
mitted a league-record 104 sacks last sea- 
son. Let’s put this staggering stat in its 
proper perspective. If these guys were in 
a room filled to capacity, they probably 
couldn’t block the fire exit. 

Any hope for quarterback Randall Cun- 
ningham’s salvation and protection this 
year was to come from the draft and the 
production of tailback Keith Byars. 

The draft came and went, and Coach 
Buddy Ryan basically ignored the offense, 
selecting Miami (Fla.) defensive tackle 
Jerome Brown with the Eagles’ first pick. 

To make matters even worse, Byars, 
who missed all of training camp last year 
because of a broken bone in his right foot 


suffered just prior to his senior year at 
Ohio State, injured the same bone in his 
left foot during the Eagles’ May mini- 
camp. That means Byars will miss train- 
ing camp for the second consecutive year 
and probably return sometime in Septem- 
ber. 

While the offense is in such a confused 
state, Ryan is building a scary, take-no- 
prisoners defense. They aren’t ready to 
conquer the NFL yet, but the foundation 
has been laid in the trenches, where Ryan 
has formed an interesting—albeit con- 
strasting—tackle tandem. 

There’s Reggie White, the licensed 
preacher who gives offenses a devil of a 
time. And there’s Brown, the hell-raising, 
rather boisterous grandson of a Pentecos- 
tal minister. 

“You know about religious families,” 
says Brown. “The kids are always the 
worst ones.” 

Parcells knew the moment Philadel- 
phia drafted Brown that it could mean 
trouble. The morning after, he visited the 
Giants’ weight room, where several offen- 
sive linemen were working out. 

“When we play Philly next year, you 
guys better bring some chains, ’cause 
you're going to need them,” Parcells said. 

In St. Louis, the word on everyone’s 
mind is “Huh?” 

This reaction came on draft day shortly 
after the Cardinals selected Colorado 
State quarterback Kelly Stouffer with 
their first pick, the sixth player taken. 
This reaction was repeated in the second 
round when St. Louis picked Southern Cal 
safety Tim McDonald, even though 
higher-rated defensive players like Alex 
Gordon (Jets), Adrian White (Giants) and 
Johnny Holland (Packers) were still on 
the board. 

The Cardinals did nothing to improve 
themselves in the immediate future. But 
their consistency in first-round selections 
must be admired. 

Clyde Duncan in 1984. Freddie Joe 
Nunn in ’85. Anthony Bell in ’86. Kelly 
Stouffer in '87. Huh??? 


Bryan Burwell covers pro football for the New 
York Daily News. 
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Top-flight defense could be Giants’ 
ticket back to the Super Bowl 


By DAVE KLEIN 


here do you go after 
you’ve been to a Super 
Bowl? 

To another one, if you 
have the talent, both in 


) the starting lineup and along the bench. 


That seems to be the plot that has been 
written for the New York Giants in 1987. 

The story of the 1986 Giants was de- 
fense at all times and offense when need- 
ed. 

As if reacting from jealousy, the offense 
exploded in the playoffs. The San Francis- 
co 49ers fell first, 49-3. The offense and 
defense shared the spotlight in a 17-0 shut- 
out of the Washington Redskins in the Na- 
tional Football Conference championship 
game. 

Then came Super Bowl XXI. The 
Giants rolled up 39 points against the Den- 
ver Broncos as quarterback Phil Simms 
guided the club to the National Football 
League title. Simms completed 22 of 25 
passes for 268 yards and three touch- 
downs, unanimously won the game’s Most 
Valuable Player award, and stole the 
thunder from two dominating defenders, 
linebacker Carl Banks (10 solo tackles) 
and end Leonard Marshall (four solo tack- 
les, two sacks). 

Now the defense returns, bolstered not 
by the 1987 draft but by six talented play- 
ers who came off the bench as rookies 
last year to make their presence known to 
opponents and Giants starters, alike. 

By the end of the third round in the 1986 
draft, the Giants had built a solid future 
with defensive end Eric Dorsey, corner- 
back Mark Collins, nose tackle Erik 
Howard, linebacker Thomas (Pepper) 
Johnson, strong safety Greg Lasker and 
defensive end John Washington. 

This season, Dorsey will challenge vet- 
eran George Martin for a starting job; 
Collins has locked up the nickel back posi- 
tion and could bump veteran cornerback 
Elvis Patterson; Howard is threatening 
the status of Pro Bowl performer Jim 
Burt, and Johnson is a near-starter who 
may cause Gary Reasons more grief by 
the time training camp ends. 

If there was a weak spot, it was in the 
secondary, particularly at safety. The 
Giants ranked 19th in the league in total 
passing yards surrendered. But they 
looked for help early in this year’s draft 
and selected free safety Adrian White of 
Florida in the second round. White, 6-foot 
and 200 pounds, is known for his ferocious 
hits and good speed. 

Terry Kinard had four interceptions as 
the Giants’ starting free safety until a 
knee injury December 7 against Washing- 
ton forced him out for the rest of the year. 
He'll try to rebound after surgery. Kenny 
Hill picked off three passes as the starting 
strong safety but has been hobbled by 
ankle problems. Perry Williams tied Kin- 


Placekicker Raul Allegre enjoyed 
a fine 1986 season, connecting on 
24 of 32 field-goal attempts. 


ard for the team lead with four intercep- 
tions at cornerback. 

Virtually everyone’s player of the year, 
Lawrence Taylor, will be back at outside 
linebacker, though it is debatable whether 
he’ll return to this orbit after an out-of- 
this-world season in 1986. If Taylor’s play 
had to be measured in numbers, consider 
his 20.5 quarterback sacks, an NFC rec- 
ord. Eleven-year veteran Harry Carson 
had his eighth Pro Bowl season at inside 
linebacker, while outside man Carl Banks 
led the team with 120 tackles. Reasons 
was fourth in tackles. 

On the line, Martin and Dorsey will bat- 
tle in camp while Burt’s troublesome back 
probably will determine whether he 
opens the season in the starting lineup. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
WR—Lionel Manuel, Stacy Robinson. 
TE—Mark Bavaro. 
T—Brad Benson, Kar! Nelson. 
G—Bill Ard, Chris Godfrey. 
C—Bart Oates. 
QB—Phil Simms. 
RB—Joe Morris, Maurice Carthon. 
DEFENSE 
E—George Martin, Leonard Marshall. 
NT—Jim Burt. 
OLB—Car! Banks, Lawrence Taylor. 
ILB—Gary Reasons, Harry Carson. 
CB—Elvis Patterson, Perry Williams. 
S—Kenny Hill, Terry Kinard. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Raul Allegre. P—Sean Landeta. 
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Marshall had his second straight Pro 
Bowl season and 12 quarterback sacks at 
right end. 

After coping with a lack of speed and 
depth at wide receiver in 1986, the Giants 
used three of their first four 1987 draft 
picks on wideouts. 

In the first round, New York selected 
Mark Ingram of Michigan State, a deep 
threat who also showed his breakaway 
speed as a kick returner. The 5-foot-11, 
190-pound receiver averaged 20 yards per 
catch over four seasons. The Giants’ No. 3 
pick was Stephen Baker “The Touchdown 
Maker” from Fresno State. The diminu- 
tive 5-foot-7, 160-pounder gives new mean- 
ing to the phrases “electrifying punt re- 
turner” and “devastating speed” (4.37 in 
the 40). After transferring from West Los 
Angeles Junior College, Baker averaged 
29 yards per catch as a first-year junior at 
Fresno State. Odessa Turner, the fourth- 
round pick from Northwestern Louisiana 
State, “filled in” at free safety as a senior 
after two standout seasons as a receiver. 

The Giants may find their starting re- 
ceivers in Lionel Manuel, Bobby Johnson 
and Stacy Robinson. Manuel is solid when 
he’s healthy and properly motivated, 
Johnson (31 receptions, 534 yards) fin- 
ished strong after an up-and-down year, 
and Robinson (29 receptions, 494 yards) 
came on to look like a sure starter at the 
end of his second season. 

Tight end was never a problem, not 
with Mark Bavaro (66 receptions, 1,001 
yards), who catches passes and then looks 
for defenders to crush. He is backed by 
Zeke Mowatt, but now that big Zeke the 
Silent is fully healed from a 1985 knee in- 
jury, the offense could extensively use a 
setup with two tight ends. 

Joe Morris led the running attack with 
a team-record 1,516 yards in 1986, topping 
his record of 1,336, set the year before. 
Morris got outstanding blocking from 
Maurice Carthon, who proved to be the 
finest blocking fullback in the NFL. 
George Adams will return in 1987 after 
missing all of last season with a chipped 
pelvic bone. Adams rushed for 498 yards 
and had 389 yards receiving as a rookie in 
1985. He could move in as a fullback 
alongside Morris. 

On the offensive line, guard Paul O’Con- 
nor, a fifth-round pick in 1987 from the 
University of Miami (Fla.), could push one 
of the fringe veterans out of the starting 
lineup. Pro Bowl tackle Brad Benson will 
be challenged by 6-foot-5, 280-pound Wil- 
liam Roberts, who should show why he 
was a first-round pick in 1984. Roberts 
backed up both Benson and right tackle 
Karl Nelson last season. Damian Johnson, 
6-foot-5 and 290 pounds, also will chal- 
lenge guards Bill Ard and Chris Godfrey 
in camp. Center Bart Oates enjoyed an- 
other productive season in his second 
year. 

On the Giants’ special teams, Sean Lan- 
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deta was the NFC’s top punter with a 44.8- 
yard average and was selected to the Pro 
Bowl. Raul Allegre, 24 for 32 on field 
goals, could have been the Pro Bowl 
placekicker. Wide receiver-return spe- 
cialist Phil McConkey had his third 
straight season of 1,000 all-purpose yards. 
Cut in camp and signed by the Green Bay 
Packers, McConkey was reacquired in a 
trade and played the final 12 games. He 
compiled 253 yards on punt returns (7.9 
average), 471 on kickoffs (19.6 average) 
and had 16 catches for 279 yards as a re- 
ceiver. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.14—at Chicago (Mon.) 
Sept.20—DALLAG....... 
Sept.27—at Miani........... 

Oct. 5—SAN FRANCISCO (Mon.) a 9 
Oct. 11—WASHINGTON......... .. 4:00 


Oct. 18—at Buffalo... 4:00 : = x it) 
hen oar bees CM ~ 00 New York Giants linebacker Carl Banks. — 
Nov, _8—-NEW ENGLAND, 8:00 ro 
lov. 8— *i eis 
Nov. 15—at Philadelphia ..... 4:00 1987 VETERAN ROSTER | 
fies: oe Li adwsboats ‘ ane 
ov. 29—at Washington...... 4: NFL ; Games 
Dec. 6—PHILADELPHIA.. » 1:00 No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In '86 
Dec, 13—at St, Louis... 3100 33 Adams, George RB 61 225 2 12-22-62 Kentucky #0 
Dec. 19—GREEN BAY (Sat.). .. 12:30 > Allegre, Raul K 5-10 16 6.15.59 T —_ 
Dec. 27—NEW YORK JETS 1:00 lees u 2 exas 13 
© SEMIN TURK SE FO cecccccccesceccenteeeeeennees . a pee Ottis RE Pe ne 2 paies iat i A are GS 
rd, Bi = ~12- lake Fore: 
1986 RESULTS—( 17-2) 58 Banks, Carl LB 6-4 235 4 8-29-62 Michigan State 16 
Giants Opp. Att 89 Bavaro, Mark TE 6-4 245 3 4-28-63 Notre Dame 16 
BE DANA Sieieiericisineinsitnscuictiena 31 (A) 59,676 60 Benson, Brad T 63 270 10 11-25-55 Penn State 16 4 
20 San Diego. "77 (KH) 74/921 64 Burt, Jim NT 6-1 260 7 6- 7-59 Miami (Fla.) 13 
14 L.A. Raiders... 9 (A) 71164 53 Carson, Harry LB 6-2 240 12 11-26-53 South Carolina State 16 
BUN Ofenne ea ee 44 Carthon, Maurice RB 6-1 225 3 4-24-61 Arkansas State 16 ce 
13 St. Louis..... "6 (A) 40.562 25 Collins, Mark CB 5-10 190 2 (1-16-64 Fullerton State 15 
35 Philadelphia " 3 (H) 74/221 39 Davis, Tyrone CB 6-1 190 3 11-16-61 Clemson © 20 
12 Seattle....... 17 (A) 62.282 77 Dorsey, Eric DE 6-5 280 2 8- 5-64 Notre Dame 16 
27 Washington "20 (H) 75.923 28 Flynn, Tom S$ 60 195 3 3-24-62 Pittsburgh x9 
17 Dallas.......... “14 (H) 74/871 30 tGalbreath, Tony RB 6-0 228 12 1-29-54 Missouri 16 > 
17 Philadelphia “414 (A) 60601 61 Godfrey, Chris G 6-3 265 5 5-17-58 Michigan 16 
22 Minnesota "20 (A) 62,003 Gowdy, Cornell CB 6-0 192 2 10- 2-63 Morgan State 38} 
19 Denver... 16 (H) 75,116 54 Headen, Andy LB 6-5 242 5 7- 8-60 Clemson 15 
21 San Francisco 17 (A) 59,777 48 Hill, Kenny S 60 195 7 7-25-58 Yale 16 
24 Washington... "14 (A) 55,642 15 tHostetler, Jeff QB 6-3 212 4 4-22-61 West Virginia 13 
27 St. Louis..... “"7 (H) 75/261 74 Howard, Erik NT 6-4 268 2 11-12-64 Washington State 8 
71,351 57 Hunt, Byron LB 6-5 242 7 12-17-58 Southern Methodist 16 Ras 
i Se fit, «MEER SEARED eee i 
ohnson, Damian - -18- ansas State 
Ae SREB ner 52 Johnson, Pepper LB 6-3 248 2 7-29-64 Ohio State 16 4 
an Francisco... 3 (H) 76,034 59 Johnston, Brian C 63 275 2 11-26-62 NorthCarolina 4 
51 Jones, Robbie LB 6-2 230 4 12-25-59 Alabama 16 
NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 69 tJordan, David G 6-6 276 4 7-14-62 Auburn *0 
17 Washington ........scssssscsccsecsseaee 0 (H) 76,633 43 Kinard, Terry S 6-1 200 5 11-24-59 Clemson 14 
ech eee ae er os ae 
NFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAM asker, Greg -28- rkansas 
39 AD GNVER cas scanscidanctosssonicc es é $0 (=) 101,063 86 +Manuel, Lionel WR 5-11 175 4 4-13-62 Pacific 4 
(*) Race ‘Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 70 Marshall, Leonard DE 6-3 285 5 10-22-61 Louisiana State 16 
is conse ie Sto 3 12 Sag) i 
cConkey, Phi = -24- avy 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 76 +McGriff, Curtis DE 6-5 276 8 5-17-58 Alabama 30 
Round and Player Position College 87 Miller, Solomon WR 6-1 185 2 12- 6-64 Utah State 16 
1. INGRAM, Mark WR Michigan State 20 Morris, Joe RB 5-7 195 6 9-15-60 Syracuse 15 
2. WHITE, Adrian DB Florida 84 Mowatt, Zeke TE 6-3 240 4 £3- 5-61 Florida State 1 
from Denver 63 Nelson, Karl T 6-6 285 4 6-14-60 Iowa State ay 
2. Choice to Miami 65 Oates, Bart C 63 265 3 12-16-58 Brigham Young 16 
through St. Louis 34 Patterson, Elvis CB 5-11 188 4 10-21-60 Kansas 15 
3. BAKER, Stephen WR Fresno State 55 tReasons, Gary LB 6-4 234 4 2-18-62 Northwestern(La.) State 16 
4. TURNER, Odessa WR N.W. Louisiana 66 Roberts, William T 65 280 3  8- 5-62 Ohio State 16 
5. O‘CONNOR, Paul G Miami (Fla.) 81 Robinson, Stacy WR 5-11 186 3 2-19-62 North Dakota State 12 
6. RICHARDSON, Tim RB Pacific 22 tRouson, Lee RB 6-1 222 3 10-18-62 Colorado 14 
from L.A. Rams 17 +Rutledge, Jeff QB 61 195 9 1-22-57 Alabama 16 
6. RIESENBERG, Doug T California 78 +tSally, Jerome NT 6-3 270 6 2-24-59 Missouri 16 
7. Choice to St. Louis 16 Simms, Phil QB 6-3 214 8 11- 3-56 Morehead State 16 
8. JONES, Rod TE Washington 56 Taylor, Lawrence LB 6-3 243 7  2- 4-59 North Carolina 16 
9. PARKER, Stan G Nebraska 83 Warren, Vince WR 6-0 180 2 2-18-63 San Diego State 4 Fe 
from Indianapolis 73 Washington, John DE 6-4 275 2 2-20-63 Oklahoma State 16 ” 
9. WRIGHT, Dana RB Findlay 27 Welch, Herb S$ 5-11 180 3 1-12-61 UCLA 16 
10. FAUCETTE, Chuck LB Maryland 23 Williams, Perry CB 6-2 203 4 5-12-61 North Carolina State 16 <x 
11. WALTER, Dave | QB Michigan Tech *Adams, Davis, Jordan and McGriff missed ‘86 season due to injury; Anderson paved 4 games with uJ 
12. BERTHUSEN, Bill DT Iowa State Cardinals, 8 with Giants in ‘86; Flynn played 7 games with Packers, 2 with Giants in ‘86; Gowdy played 3 
from L.A. Raiders games with Cowboys in ‘86; McConkey played 4 games with Packers, 12 with Giants in 86. Oo 
12. STARK,Chad RB_ No. Dakota St. tOption playout; subject to developments. Li. 
from San Francisco through L.A. Raiders Also played with Giants in ’86—K Joe Cooper (2 games), K Bob Thomas (1). 4 


12. Choice to Green Bay 
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Determined Redskins are working hard 
to keep up with the New Yorkers 


By CHRISTINE BRENNAN 


n January 11, 1987, a blus- 
tery, rather unkind day in 
the New Jersey Meadow- 
lands, the Washington Red- 
skins ended one season and 
began another. 

They lost the NFC championship game, 
17-0, to the New York Giants. But they 
found a cause. Since then, every hour they 
have spent in the weight room, every mile 
they have run, every move they have 
made all have been done with the Giants 
in mind. 

It’s safe to say the Redskins, 12-4 in the 
NFC East and a wild-card playoff team in 
1986, are obsessed with defeating the 
Giants, the team that kept them from 
going to their third Super Bowl in five 
years. 

“There’s definitely a gap between us 
and them,” said Coach Joe Gibbs. “We 
have to figure out how to bridge that gap, 
how to be stronger and more physical, 
and get another shot at them this season.” 

This is the NFL’s version of “keeping up 
with the Joneses.’’ The Redskins want 
what the Giants have. Their whole season 
will be measured by whether they attain 
it. 

To that end, they didn’t sit still in the 
off-season. They rehired Dan Henning, 
their former assistant head coach/of- 
fense, who was fired as head coach of the 
Atlanta Falcons after the ’86 season. 
Gibbs himself is considered an offensive 
mastermind, the originator of the one- 
back offense, but the players and other 
coaches are looking forward to an influx 
of new ideas from Henning, whose title 
will be offensive assistant this time 
around. 

At the top of the Redskins’ list of priori- 
ties is how to work running back Kelvin 
Bryant into the offense as a complement 
to George Rogers, who rushed for 1,203 
yards last season. Bryant, the passing- 
down back, ran for 258 yards and gained 
another 449 on 43 pass receptions. Bryant, 
a former USFL star, has missed portions 
of every college and professional season 
with injuries, but the Redskins are hoping 
an increased weight program will keep 
him healthy in ’87. 

Another key issue is the development of 
quarterback Jay Schroeder, who enters 
his second full season as a starter. 
Schroeder, who set a team record with 
4,109 passing yards in ’86, has a potent 
arm to be sure. But there is some concern 
that he has trouble throwing into a zone 
and dumping off the ball when the long 
pass isn’t there. 

The Redskins are expecting to face a 
lot of zone coverages this season because 
opponents used it successfully to limit 
Schroeder’s production at the end of last 
season. They know they need to adapt. 

Optimism always runs high in Washing- 
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Darrell Green adds speed to 
Washington’s defensive secondary. 
EES SESS ee eee 


ton as another football season ap- 
proaches. Folks inside the Beltway dis- 
agree on almost everything: Iranscam, 
the trade deficit, relations with the So- 
viets. But they find common ground in the 
Redskins, who are a unifying force in a 
city of diverse interests. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Art Monk, Gary Clark. 
TE—Clint Didier, Don Warren. 
T—Joe Jacoby, Mark May. 
G—Russ Grimm, R.C. Thielemann. 
C—Jeff Bostic. 
QB—Jay Schroeder. 
RB—George Rogers. 
DEFENSE 
E—Charles Mann, Dexter Manley. 
T—Dave Butz, Darryl Grant. 
OLB—Mel Kaufman, Rich Milot. 
MLB—Neal Olkewicz. 
CB—Darrell Green, Tim Morrison. 
S—Alvin Walton, Curtis Jordan. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Jess Atkinson. P—Steve Cox. 


The Sporting News 1987 Pro Football Yearbook 


Most agree that the offense is in fine 
shape. Schroeder, 26, is coming off a sur- 
prisingly strong Pro Bowl season, All-Pro 
wide receivers Gary Clark and Art Monk 
have a highly regarded backup in Ricky 
Sanders, and the Hogs should form an in- 
tact and healthy offensive line, anchored 
by Pro Bowlers Joe Jacoby and Russ 
Grimm. 

For the first time since 1981, the Red- 
skins drafted an offensive lineman in the 
first three rounds. They selected Wally 
Kleine, a 6-9, 310-pound defensive tackle 
from Notre Dame, who will switch to of- 
fense and is going to be the biggest 
project in training camp. 

The most pressing problem on offense 
is finding a backup blocking tight end to 
replace Anthony Jones, who had recon- 
structive knee surgery at the end of last 
season and will miss most, if not all, of the 
’87 season. The Redskins use a two-tight 
end offense and are a bit short on depth 
with Terry Orr the only experienced re- 
serve behind H-back Clint Didier and 
blocking tight end Don Warren. 

If there are serious question marks, 
they can be found on defense. The line 
returns intact, with a healthier Charles 
Mann at left end and a revitalized Dave 
Butz, now 37 and heading into his 15th 
season, at left tackle. Right end Dexter 
Manley, the team’s all-time leader in 
sacks, returned from a month of rehabili- 
tation for an admitted alcohol problem in 
the spring. The Redskins welcomed him 
with open arms and hope his erratic, un- 
explained behavior is behind him. 

The Redskins gave up 113 rushing yards 
a game last season, their highest total in 
five years, and their linebacking corps is 
unsettled. They desperately need Mel 
Kaufman, their best linebacker, to return 
in top form on the left side after suffering 
a ruptured Achilles tendon in the second 
week of the season. Neal Olkewicz will 
face stiff competition in the middle but is 
expected to weather it for another season. 
Right linebacker Rich Milot and reserve 
Monte Coleman, however, are on the spot. 

Surprisingly, the Redskins didn’t draft a 
linebacker, but they do have a handful of 
youngsters waiting to take the jobs of 
their 30-year-old veterans. Among them 
are Ravin Caldwell and Anthony Cope- 
land, two highly regarded rookies who 
spent the ’86 season on injured reserve. 

There are almost certain to be changes 
in the secondary. The Redskins were not 
satisfied with the play of a trio of right 
cornerbacks—Vernon Dean, Barry Wil- 
burn and Tim Morrison—and one or two 
of them are likely to go. Morrison came 
on strong at the end of the season and it’s 
expected that either he or top draft pick 
Brian Davis of Nebraska will open the 
season as the starter. 

There are no such problems at left cor- 
ner. Darrell Green, who claimed the title 
of the NFL’s “fastest man” when he won a 


series of off-season sprint races a year 
ago, proved it again when he caught Los 
Angeles Rams running back Eric Dicker- 
son from behind on a mad dash in the 
playoffs. 

At free safety, 33-year-old Curtis Jordan 
faces a fight from second-year man Todd 
Bowles. 

The Redskins appear to be on the re- 
bound, with their transition years behind 
them and an ’87 schedule that looks rela- 
tively easy. Three of their first four games 
will be against teams which had losing 
records in '86, and they play only one 
playoff team on the road. 

That team, of course, is the Giants. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—PHILADELPHIA.......... 
Sept.20—at Atlanta........ 

Sept.27—NEW ENGLAND... 
Oct. 4—ST.LOUIS........... 
Oct. 11—at New York Giants. 
Oct. 19—at Dallas (Mon.)... 
Oct. 25—NEW YORK JETS 
Nov. 1—at Buffalo 

Nov. 8—at Philadelphi. 


8:00 a : s : 
1:00 Washington Redskins running back George Rogers. 
Nov. 15—DETROIT vvcsssscssnsonee 
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Nov. 29—NEW YORK GIANTS...... pxcei00 
Dec. 6—at St. Louis.. a 


NFL 


. THOMAS, Johnny DB Baylor ! 
’ VAUGHN, Clarence DB N. Illinois Zendejas, Max 
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Dec. 13—DALLAS.... 1:00 Name Ht. Wt. Exp. College 
Dec. 20—at Miani.... 8:00 4 Atkinson, Jess 5-9 3 Maryland 
Dec, 26—at Minnesota (Sat.) ; Badanjek, Rick 5-8 2 Maryland 
ae a a : Clemson 
= = owles, Tod a Temple 
Redski 1986 RESULTS (14 5) Branch, Reggie 5-11 3 East Carolina 
41 Shi Ichi Bryant, Kelvin 6-2 2 North Carolina 
iladelphia Burks, Shawn 6-1 2 Louisiana State 
10 L.A. Raiders 6 (H) 55,235 +Butz, Dave 6-7 4 Purdue 
= on pea ie ere Clark, Gary 5-9 3 James Madison 
14 bah sessenne 1 7'37 +Coffey, Ken 6-0 4 Southwest Texas State 
New Orleans » 46 (A) 57,378 Coleman, Monte 6-2 9 Central Arkansas 
fe Dallas....... c30) oa 63,264 +Cox, Steve 6-4 7 Arkansas 
oA St. Louis 21 (H reeks +Daniels, Calvin 6-3 6 North Carolina 
44 N.Y. Sol : oa a i 908 Dean, Vernon 5-11 6 San Diego State 
16 ea hate T).. ee Le inet Didier, Clint 6-5 6 Portland State 
Green Bay........ . ' Garner, Dwight 5-8 2 California 
14 San Francisco. . 6 (H) 54,774 Grant, Darryl Geil 7 Rice 
41 Dallas....... 14 (H) 55,462 Green, Darrell 5-8 5 Texas A&I 
20 St. Louis 17 (A) 35,637 +Griffin, Keith 5-8 4 Miami (Fla.) 
14 N.Y. Giants.. . 24 (H) 55,642 Grimm, Russ 6-3 7 Pittsburgh 
30 Denver . 31 (A) 75,905 Hamel, Dean 6-3 3 Tulsa 
Hamilton, Steve 6-4 3 29s East Carolina 
Holloway, Derek 5-7 2 8-17-61 Arkansas 
NFC WILD CARD GAME tJacoby, Joe 6-7 7 7- 6-59 Louisville 
DG LAROIMNG vrsctesccisscsisstasivervivasss 7 (H) 54,180 Jenkins, Ken 5-8 5 5- 8-59 Bucknell 
qanbis Britons o3 : pineaey ee See 
NFC SEMIFINAL GAME ordan, Curtis . “25- exas Tec 
ZT CHICAGO 'sstissectracctsteertascttonsties 13 (A) 65,141 tKaufman, Mel 6-2 7 2-24-58 — Cal Poly-SLO 
Koch, Markus can : Seep poee State 
Krakoski, Joe -1 -l]- ashington 
0 NY. Gi veg CHAMPIONSHIP aoe, 76,633 Manley, Dexter 6-3 7 2- 2- Okahoma State 
DCC SU a uie tenets ee . Mann, Charles 6-6 5 4-12- Nevada-Reno 
May, Mark 6-6 7 11- 2-59 _ Pittsburgh 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES McKenzie, Raleigh 6-2 3 2- 8- Tennessee 
Round and Player Position College ge tae al Pee B ana Si ibs Vegas 
> pincete ge Sessa UCC Monk, Art 6-3 8 12-5 Syracuse 
eee tent F Le Morrison, Tim 6-1 2 4-3 North Carolina 
Fora Tapas Olkewicz, Neal 6-0 9 1-30- Maryland 
2. KLEINE, Wally T Notre Dame +0rr, Terry 6-3 2 9-27- Texas 
2 Pfeil ie oS al L.A. Raiders Roger's, George 6-2 7 12- 8-58 SouthCarolina 
3 Choice tS CA. Raiders Sanders, Ricky 5-11 2 8-30-62 Southwest Texas State 
5 Rien New Enolend +Schroeder, Jay 6-4 4 6-28-61 UCLA 
4. Ch nah B ffal ngian Thielemann, R.C. 6-4 1, P8-12, Arkansas 
5 <MITH oi urTalo RB Texas Tech Tilton, Ron 6-4 2 89 Tulane 
hab ’ Buttale CASE eG Verdin, Clarence 5-8 2 6-14 Southwestern Louisiana 
5. Ch Sale T ato B Walton, Alvin 6-0 2 3-14 Kansas 
re CAGE, St ampa Cay DB Tul Warren, Don 6-4 9 5- 5 San Diego State 
ae ten Burtale SEG, tWilburn, Barry 6-3 3 12-9 Mississippi 
6. SIMMONS, Ed TE. Washington yes pes ae Fite soicaraiene 
i 26 Ol? 
9. 


. JENKINS, Alfred RB Arizona tOption playout; subject to developments. 
10. WILSON, Ted WR C. Florida Also played with Redskins in ‘86—DE Tom Beasley (1 game), TE Todd Frain (1), K Mark Moseley 
11. BROWN, Laron WR Texas (6), WR James Noble (6), LB Jeff Paine (2), LB Angelo Snipes (10). 
12. HITCHCOCK, Ray C Minnesota 
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Cunningham’s improvement will be key 
to Philadelphia’s 1987 success 


By PHIL ANASTASIA 


e can be brilliant and he can 
be baffling. He can entertain 
fans one series and enrage 
them the next. He can make 
a coach look smart and he 
can make a coach look stupid. 

He is a loose light bulb of a quarter- 
back. He flicks on and shines the way for 
his team’s emergence from half a decade 
of darkness. He flicks off and an entire 
franchise gropes for answers. 

He’s Randall Cunningham, the key to 
the 1987 Philadelphia Eagles. 

In his first two seasons, Cunningham 
both teased and tortured the Eagles. But 
more consistency, more leadership and 
more production is needed from the en- 
tertaining but erratic former Nevada-Las 
Vegas star if the Eagles are to improve 
last year’s 5-10-1 record and snap a string 
of five consecutive losing seasons. 

“Randall brings us the dimensions 
we're looking for in a quarterback,” said 
Coach Buddy Ryan, a defensive coordina- 
tor at heart who is enamored of the threat 
of Cunningham's scrambling ability. “He’s 
a guy who can make three big first downs 
a game by running. If he gets those three 
first downs on his own, that gives us 12 
extra shots at a defense. Get enough 
shots, something positive is going to hap- 
pen. 

“T compare him to John Elway. He was 
ahead of Elway in his second season, and 
I think he’s going to keep improving.” 

Cunningham’s ability to become a dura- 
ble, dependable quarterback is far from 
the Eagles’ only question mark. 

Of paramount importance is fixing an 
offensive line that helped account for an 
alarming 104 sacks. That shattered the 
old NFL record by 34. 

Ryan tried to find help in the draft, se- 
lecting Auburn All-America center Ben 
Tamburello (third round), Tulsa guard 
David Alexander (fifth) and Central Mich- 
igan tackle Brian Williams (seventh). 
Ryan also hired long-time NFL assistant 
coach Bill Walsh, formerly of the Houston 
Oilers, to handle the offensive line. 

The offensive line was in a state of con- 
stant flux last season, with only right 
guard Ron Baker starting every game. 
Baker again looks like a sure starter, but 
the rest of the front line will emerge from 
what promises to be a free-for-all in train- 
ing camp. 

The favorites at tackle are third-year 
man Ken Reeves and second-year man 
Joe Conwell, a USFL expatriate. Former 
starter Leonard Mitchell is questionable, 
having missed the final four games last 
season with a knee injury, and having 
earned Ryan’s wrath and a $1,500 fine by 
skipping the team’s May mini-camp. 

The left guard probably will emerge 
from a group that includes Bob Landsee, 
Nick Haden, Alexander and Tamburello. 


TAO bs 


The strong right arm and leader- 
ship abilities of Randall Cunning- 
ham could well determine the fate 
of the Philadelphia Eagles. 

SS eee eee 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Mike Quick, Kenny Jackson. 
TE—John Spagnola. 
T—Ken Reeves, Joe Conwell. 
G—Bob Landsee, Ron Baker. 
C—Gerry Feehery. 
QB—Randall Cunningham. 
RB—Keith Byars. 
FB—Anthony Toney. 
DEFENSE 
E—Reggie White, Clyde Simmons. 
T—Ken Clarke, Jerome Brown (R). 
OLB—Seth Joyner, Alonzo Johnson, 
MLB—Mike Reichenbach. 
CB—Roynell Young, Elbert Foules. 
S—Andre Waters, Wes Hopkins. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Paul McFadden. P—John Teltschik. 
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The battle at center will feature Gerry 
Feehery, Matt Darwin and Tamburello, 
who will be worked at both guard and 
center. 

“I believe in these guys,” Ryan said. 
“They're tough and they really get after 
it. They’re my kind of guys—aggressive, 
street fighters. That's the way the game’s 
supposed to be played.” 

Ryan had hoped to ease some of the 
pressure on Cunningham with a strong 
running game. That plan still holds, but 
the execution will be tougher without sec- 
ond-year running back Keith Byars, who 
may or may not be available this season. 
Byars fractured his left foot at mini-camp 
in May—he broke his right foot in Septem- 
ber 1985, heading into his senior season at 
Ohio State—and his status is uncertain. 

Second-year running back Charles 
Crawford, who rushed for only 88 yards 
last season, is tentatively slated as the 
starter until Byars returns. The fullback 
will be Anthony Toney, with capable Mi- 
chael Haddix as the backup. 

The Eagles are solid at one wide receiv- 
er spot with four-time Pro Bowler Mike 
Quick. But they would like more produc- 
tion from former No.1 pick Kenny Jack- 
son, who caught only 30 passes in 1986 and 
was the subject of off-season trade 
rumors. 

Another valuable player whose status is 
clouded by injury is free safety Wes Hop- 
kins. He missed the final 12 games last 
season with a knee injury and his rehabi- 
litation has been slow. 

Without Hopkins, the defense dropped 
from 10th overall in 1985 to 17th last sea- 
son. Part of that can be attributed to the 
adjustment to Ryan’s “46” defense, a so- 
phisticated system that seemed to confuse 
the players early in the season. 

Ryan went for defensive help in the 
draft and landed Miami’s Jerome Brown 
with his No.1 pick. Brown has been 
pegged as an immediate starter at right 
defensive tackle and should combine with 
Pro Bowl left end Reggie White to give 
the Eagles two formidable linemen. Left 
tackle Ken Clarke hopes to bounce back 
from an injury-plagued season and regain 
the form that made him a solid player for 
nearly a decade. 

Ryan plans to start veteran Mike Rei- 
chenbach at middle linebacker and a pair 
of second-year players, Alonzo Johnson 
and Seth Joyner, on the outside. Rookie 
Byron Evans, a fourth-round draft pick, 
also is expected to contribute. 

Ryan said the secondary “physically is 
the best I've been around in 20 years of 
coaching.” But that was hard to tell based 
on last season. 

Left cornerback Roynell Young was ex- 
cellent for most of the season and strong 
safety Andre Waters emerged as a team 
leader and opportunistic player. But the 
secondary was burned deep often and the 
average distance of opponents’ touch- 


downs was 28 yards. 

“We’ve got to get better,” Ryan said. 
“The thing that bothered me about the de- 
fense is that we didn’t score.” 

But the key to the Eagles’ success is 
Cunningham, especially since Ron Jawor- 
ski, who owns every club passing record, 
was released in March. 

Cunningham can run, throw, confound 
defensive ends and burn cornerbacks. He 
also can misread coverages and take sack 
after sack. He can move a team backward 
as well as forward—and almost as quick- 
ly. 
He led all NFL quarterbacks with 540 
yards rushing last year, completed 53 per- 
cent of his passes and threw for more 
touchdowns (eight) than interceptions 
(seven). He also was sacked 72 times. 
During one four-game stretch, he was 
sacked 10, nine, 11 and 10 times. 

Cunningham started four games as a 
rookie in 1985 and five of the final six last 
season. He has produced some exciting 
plays, but the Eagles’ record in his nine 
Starts is only 2-6-1. 


1987 SCHEDULE 
Sept.13—at Washington.........escecsecsesseseneseeseses 1:00 


Sept.20—NEW ORLEANS. 1:00 
Sept.27—at San Francisco... 1:00 
Oct. 4—CHICAGO........ 1:00 
Oct. 11—at Dallas..... 12:00 
Oct. 18—at Green Bay... 12:00 
Oct. 25—DALLAS...... 1:00 
Nov. 1—at St. Louis.... 12:00 
Nov. 8—WASHINGTON....... 1:00 


Nov. 15—NEW YORK GIANTS -- 4:00 


Nov. 22—ST. LOUIS.............. 1:00 
Nov. 29—at New England . 1:00 
Dec. 6—at New York Giants... 1:00 
Dec. 13—MIAML ............e000 


Dec. 20—at New York Jets.. 
Dec. 27—BUFFALO weit 


1986 RESULTS—(5-10-1 


Eagles Opp. Att. 
14 Washington.. 41 (A) 53,982 
a i 13 (A) 65,130 


2 Chicago (OT) 


33 L.A. Raide! 27 (A) 53,338 
10 St. Louis (OT). 
23 Dallas............ 
14 Washington.. ean 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
BROWN, Jerome Miami (Fla.) 


NE 


. Choice to San Francisco 
3. TAMBURELLO, Ben C Auburn 
4. EVANS, Byron LB Arizona 
5. ALEXANDER, David G Tulsa 
6. MOTEN, Ron LB Florida 
6. PIKE, Chris DT Tulsa 
from Seattle 
7. WILLIAMS, Brian 
7. Choice from L.A. Rams 
Exercised in 1986 Supplemental Draft 
for Charles Crawford, RB, Oklahoma State 
8. Choice to San Diego 
9. LAMBIOTTE, Ken QB William & Mary 
10. CARBERRY, Paul DT Oregon State 
11. Choice to L.A. Raiders 
through San Francisco 
12. MORSE, Bobby 


TC. Michigan 


RB Michigan St. 


Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Mike Quick. 
1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


Name 
Baker, Ron 
Black, Mike 
Brown, Greg 
Byars, Keith 
Cavanaugh, Matt 
Clarke, Ken 
Cobb, Garry 
Conwell, Joe 
tCooper, Evan 
Crawford, Charles 
Cunningham, Randall 
tDarby, Byron 
Darwin, Matt 
Feehery, Gerry 
tFoules, Elbert 
tFrizzell, William 
Garrity, Gregg 
Haddix, Michael 
Haden, Nick 
tHoage, Terry 
Hopkins, Wes 
Jackson, Kenny 
tJiles, Dwayne 
Johnson, Alonzo 
tJohnson, Ron 
Joyner, Seth 
Kofler, Matt 
Kraynak, Rich 
Landsee, Bob 
Lee, Byron 
Little, Dave 
tMcFadden, Paul 
Mitchell, Leonard 
Quick, Mike 
Reeves, Ken 
Reichenbach, Mike 
Schreiber, Adam 
tSchulz, Jody 
Simmons, Clyde 
Singletary, Reggie 
Smith, Phil 
Spagnola, John 
Stankavage, Scott 
+Strauthers, Tom 
Tautalatasi, Junior 
Teltschik, John 
Toney, Anthony 
Tupper, Jeff 
tWaters, Andre 
White, Reggie 
tWilson, Brenard 
tYoung, Roynell 
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6-1 


NFL 

Exp. Birthdate 

11-19-54 
8-24-64 
1- 5-57 

10-14-63 

10-27-56 
8-28-56 


NN 
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College 
Oklahoma State 
Sacramento State 
Kansas State 
Ohio State 
Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 
Southern California 
North Carolina 
Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
Southern California 
Texas A&M 
Syracuse 
Alcorn State 
North Carolina Central 
Penn State 
Mississippi State 
Penn State 
Georgia 
Southern Methodist 
Penn State 
Texas Tech 
Florida 
Long Beach State 
Texas-El Paso 
San Diego State 
Pittsburgh 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Middle Tennessee State 
Youngstown State 
Houston 
North Carolina State 
Texas A& 

East Stroudsburg 
Texas 

East Carolina 
Western Carolina 
North Carolina State 
San Diego State 
Yale 

North Carolina 
Jackson State 
Washington State 
Texas 

Texas A&M 
Oklahoma 
Cheyney 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 

Alcorn State 


*Kofler last active with Colts in ‘85; Stankavage active for 1 game with Broncos in ‘86, but did not 


tOption playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Eagles in ‘86—WR Bobby Duckworth (4 
(2), RB Earnest Jackson (active for 2 games but did not play), QB Ron Jaworski (10), T Tom Jelesky 
(9), QB Kyle Mackey (active for 2 games but did not play), FB Mike Waters (5). 


mes), S Russell Gary (6), T Jim Gilmore 
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Landry expects Walker to carry 
Cowboys back to respectability 


By JIM DENT 


fter enduring his first losing 
season since Dallas was 5-8-1 
in 1964, Coach Tom Landry is 
ready to hitch the Cowboys’ 
wagon to a new star. 

And who could blame him for hoping 
Herschel Walker will pull Dallas out of its 
doldrums and restore the Cowboys as 
playoff contenders? 

This season, Landry predicts that Walk- 
er will become the second player in Na- 
tional Football League history to compile 
1,000 yards both rushing and receiving. 
The San Francisco 49ers’ Roger Craig was 
the first to do so, in 1985. 

“Easily,” said Landry, asked whether 
Walker can accomplish that in just his 
second NFL season. “He just has that kind 
of ability. 

“When you put him out there in the sec- 
ondary and let him catch the ball, there 
aren’t too many people who can tackle 
him. I would hate to be out there in the 
secondary with him coming at me. He 
runs through defensive backs, but he runs 
through linebackers, as well. Even line- 
backers bounce off him. You don’t see 
that too often in pro football.” 

The Cowboys need a quick fix after fin- 
ishing 7-9 last season and losing seven of 
their last eight games. Landry fully ex- 
pects his team to be picked fourth in the 
National Football Conference Eastern Di- 
vision in most preseason polls. 

And why not? The Cowboys, who fin- 
ished third in 1986, are an aging team 
with a problem at quarterback. The offen- 
sive line was in shambles most of last sea- 
son. The defense needs repairs at line- 
backer and right cornerback. If not for 
Walker, Dallas might not have much to 
look forward to in 1987. 

“Having Herschel just kind of gives you 
a new lease on life,” Landry said. “It has 
enabled me to see that we have real po- 
tential offensively. It doesn’t mean we are 
there. We've got to improve, especially in 
the offensive line. But it makes a big dif- 
ference having Herschel.” 

Landry, 62, admitted he might consider 
retiring if not for the presence of Walker. 
The second half of last season must have 
taken its toll on his expansive patience. 

“This team still has a lot of potential,” 
he said. “It has a lot more potential than a 
lot of people see. Getting Herschel was 
like getting a No. 1 draft choice, like pick- 
ing up somebody like Eric Dickerson.” 

Signed August 13, 1986, after the United 
States Football League folded, Walker 
was a starter at running back and wide 
receiver before he became the fullback at 
the end of November. He set a team rec- 
ord with 76 receptions, good for 837 yards, 
and rushed for 737 yards. Landry plans to 
begin the season with Walker at fullback 
and Tony Dorsett (748 yards rushing) at 
tailback. In Dallas, it has been called the 


Big things are expected of young 
Cowboys wide receiver Mike Sher- 
rard. 

———————— SSE See ae 


“Dream Backfield.” 

But parts of the Dallas offense may 
look like a nightmare. Quarterback 
Danny White has been slowly recovering 
from a broken right wrist that sidelined 
him the final seven games of the 1986 sea- 
son. Doctors almost prescribed surgery in 
March, and White admits that his wrist 
will never be the same. He has been told 
to adjust his passing style and not to de- 
pend on his wrist. 

If White cannot finish the season, he'll 
be replaced by Steve Pelluer, who had a 
3-6 record last year as a starter. Pelluer, 
entering his fourth season, passed for 
2,727 yards and eight touchdowns while 
completing 57 percent of his attempts. 

Landry has decided to begin the season 


| 
1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Tony Hill, Mike Sherrard. 
TE—Doug Cosbie. 
T—Mark Tuinei, Phil Pozderac. 
G—Glen Titensor, Crawford Ker. 
C—Tom Rafferty. 
QB—Danny White. 
RB—Tony Dorsett. 
FB—Herschel Walker. 
DEFENSE 
E—Ed Jones, Jim Jeffcoat. 
T—John Dutton, Randy White. 
OLB—Mike Hegman, Jeff Rohrer. 
MLB—Eugene Lockhart. 
CB—Everson Walls, Ron Fellows. 
S—Bill Bates, Michael Downs. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Brian Franco. P—Mike Saxon. 
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with the same offensive line that left 
White broken and bruised. Dallas allowed 
60 quarterback sacks, third-worst in the 
NFL. But Landry believes that new offen- 
sive line coach Jim Erkenbeck, signed 
from.the New Orleans Saints, can solve 
most of the problems. Landry has so 
much faith in Erkenbeck, he’ll permit the 
new coach to name the starters and su- 
pervise the running game. 

But Erkenbeck has some big problems 
to solve with Phil Pozderac at right tackle 
and Mark Tuinei at left tackle. Holding 
calls against Pozderac cost Dallas games 
against Atlanta and the Giants. And Tuin- 
ei is still trying to make the transition 
from the defensive line to one of the 
toughest jobs on the offensive line. 

Center Tom Rafferty and guards Craw- 
ford Ker and Glen Titensor started all 16 
games in ’86. Landry is hopeful that veter- 
an Kurt Petersen and 1981 No. 1 pick 
Howard Richards can rebound. Petersen 
missed the whole season with a bad knee 
while Richards missed most of the year 
with injuries. 

Landry has few problems at tight end 
or wide receiver. But he may face the 
task of releasing Tony Hill, who was over- 
weight last season and seems to be losing 
interest in the game. Hill, with 479 career 
receptions, needs only 11 catches to sur- 
pass Drew Pearson as the Cowboys’ all- 
time leading receiver. 

Coaches have already predicted that 
Mike Sherrard, drafted in the first round 
last year, will make the Pro Bowl in 1987. 
Sherrard caught 41 passes for 744 yards 
and five touchdowns last season. If Mike 
Renfro isn’t the other starter, Landry will 
probably use either Gordon Banks or Ray 
Alexander, the No. 2 receiver in the Cana- 
dian Football League last year with 1,590 
yards on 88 catches. 

The Cowboys are strong at tight end 
with veteran Doug Cosbie and backup 
Thornton Chandler, who played impres- 
sively in limited action as a rookie. 

Following the April release of Rafael 
Septien, the Cowboys drafted Texas 
kicker Jeff Ward in the 11th round. 
They’ve also signed free agents David 
Trout, Brian Franco and Luis Zendejas. 

Dallas will have six No. 1 draft choices 
in the defensive line. But the Cowboys 
have an age problem with left end Ed 
Jones and left tackle John Dutton, both 36 
years old, and right tackle Randy White, 
34. Defensive coordinator Ernie Stautner 
has said Jones will lose his starting job if 
he does not rededicate himself. He did not 
have a sack in the final five games. Jim 
Jeffcoat, the starting right end, was fourth 
in the NFC with 14 sacks. 

There has been speculation that Dutton 
will be replaced by fellow Nebraska Corn- 
husker Danny Noonan, the Cowboys’ first- 
round choice in the 1987 draft. Based on 
several categories, the Dallas computer 
rated Noonan as the No. 1 athlete in the 


entire draft. The 6-foot-4, 280-pound Noon- 
an was an All-America selection as a nose 
guard at Nebraska, which allowed only 95 
yards rushing per game in 1986. Dallas 
ranked 23rd in the NFL with a 137.5 aver- 
age. 

Starting linebackers Mike Hegman, Eu- 
gene Lockhart and Jeff Rohrer are con- 
sidered adequate for their jobs. Coaches 
are hoping to replace Hegman, who has 
said that this season will be his last. One 
candidate is Jesse Penn, drafted in the 
second round in 1985, who has yet to adapt 
to the flex defense. 

Two changes could occur in the defen- 
sive secondary. Coaches are still con- 
cerned about strong safety Bill Bates’ lack 
of speed, and Landry has been trying to 
replace Ron Fellows at right cornerback 
for two years. That led to the selection of 
Baylor cornerback Ron Francis in the 
second round. Although he is only 5-9, 
Francis led the Southwest Conference for 
two years in interceptions and hits like an 
outside linebacker. Everson Walls missed 
the Pro Bowl for only the second time in 
six seasons, but no one is questioning 
Walls’ talent, or his ability to make the big 
plays. Michael Downs had six intercep- 
tions at free safety. m 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at St. Louis 
Sept.20—at New York Giants... 
Sept.27—BUFFALO 
Oct. 4—at New York Jets.. 
Oct. 11—PHILADELPHIA........ 
Oct. 19—WASHINGTON (Mon.).. 
Oct. 25—at Philadelphia ..............0.... 
Nov. 2—NEW YORK GIANTS (Mon.) 
Nov. 8—at Detroit ..........cecsccsesseees bess AO 
Nov. 15—at New England . x 

Nov. 22—MIAML ........sccsscsessscsssacesseee 
Nov. 5G—-MINNESOTA (Thanksgiving) 
Dec. 6—ATLANTA 


Dec. 13—at Wachewton aaacadsainhctennaee 1:00 

Dec. 21—at Los Angeles Rams (Mon.) 6:00 

Dee227— Si. LOUIS ek coeccertnieoscermes 12:00 
1986 RESULTS—(7-9) 

Cowboys Opp. Att. 

31 N.Y. Giants 8 

31 Detroit 


30 Washington a 


17 Philadelphia. 14 (A) 68,572 

37 St. Louis... 6 (H) 60,756 

14 N.Y. Giants .17 (A) 74,871 

13 L.A. Raiders. . 17 (H) 61,706 

24 San Diego. . 21 (A) 55,622 

14 Washington... 41 (A) 55,462 

14 Seattle..... 31 (H) 58,023 

10 L.A. Rams . 29 (A) 64,949 

21 Philadelphia. 46,117 

10 Chicago 57,256 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 

Round and Player Position College 

1. NOONAN, Danny DT Nebraska 

2. FRANCIS, Ron DB Baylor 

3. ZIMMERMAN, Jeff G Florida 

4. MARTIN, Kelvin WR Boston College 

5. GAY, Everett WR Texas 

6. ONOSAI, Joe Gs Hawaii 

7. SWEENEY, Kevin QB Fresno State 

8. GOGAN, Kevin T Washington 

9. BLOUNT, Alvin RB Maryland 

10. JONES, Dale LB Tennessee 

11. WARD, Jeff K Texas 

12. ARMSTRONG, Scott LB Florida 


Dallas Cowboys Gokucker? Eugene Lockhart. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wt. 
36 Albritton, Vince S 6-2 210 
Alexander, Ray WR 6-3 177 

62 Baldinger, Brian G 6-4 261 
87 Banks, Gordon WR 5-10 173 
40 Bates, Bill S 6-1 204 
99 Brooks, Kevin DL 6-6 273 
85 Chandler, Thornton TE 6-5 245 
42 Clack, Darryl RB 5-10 218 
10 Collier, Reggie QB 6-3 207 
84 Cosbie, Doug TE 6-6 238 
55 DeOssie, Steve LB 6-2 245 
33 Dorsett, Tony RB 5-11 189 
26 Downs, Michael S 6-3 204 
78 Dutton, John DT 6-7 261 
27 tFellows, Ron CB 6-0 173 
Folsom, Steve TE 6-5 245 

46 Fowler, Todd FB 6-3 221 
28 Granger, Norm RB 5-10 225 
58 Hegman, Mike LB 6-1 227 
45 Hendrix, Manny DB 5-10 178 
80 Hill, Tony WR 6-2 205 
23 Holloway, Johnny CB 5-11 182 
53 Jax, Garth LB 6-2 225 
77 Jeffcoat, Jim DE 6-5 260 
72 Jones, Ed DE 6-9 273 
68 Ker, Crawford G 63 285 
29 Lavette, Robert RB 5-11 190 
56 Lockhart, Eugene LB 6-2 235 
14 McDonald, Paul QB 6-2 185 
30 Newsome, Timmy FB 6-1 237 
67 Newton, Nate Geai6=3 SLF 
16 Pelluer, Steve QB 6-4 208 
59 Penn, Jesse LB 6-3 218 
65 Petersen, Kurt G 6-4 272 
81 Powe, Karl WR 6-2 178 
75 Pozderac, Phil T 6-9 283 
64 Rafferty, Tom C 63 262 
82 Renfro, Mike WR 6-0 187 
70 Richards, Howard T 6-6 269 
50 Rohrer, Jeff LB 6-2 227 
Rudolph, Ben DE 6-5 271 

89 Salonen, Brian LB 6-3 223 
4 Saxon, Mike P 6-3 188 
22 Scott, Victor DB 6-0 203 
86 Sherrard, Mike WR 6-2 187 
60 +Smerek, Don DT 6-7 262 
Smith, Robert DE 6-7 270 

63 Titensor, Glen G 64 270 
Trout, David K 5-6 165 

71 Tuinei, Mark GA abe 5s F285 
34 Walker, Herschel RB 6-1 223 
24 Walls, Everson CB 6-1 193 
11 White, Danny QB 63 197 
54 White, Randy DT 6-4 265 


*Alexander played 18 games with Calgary-CFL in “86, last active in NFL with Broncos in ‘84; 
Granger, Petersen and Salonen missed ‘86 season due to injury; Granger last active with Cowboys in 'B4: 
Folsom last active with Baltimore-USFL in ‘85 and last active in NFL with Eagles in ‘81; Rudolph played 
16 games with Jets in ‘86; Smith last active with Vikings in ‘85; Trout last active with Baltimore-USFL in 


‘85, last active in NFL with Steelers in ‘81. 
TOption playout; subject to developments. 


NFL 

Exp. Birthdate 
7-23-62 Washington 

1- 8-62 Florida A&M 

1- 7-59 Duke 

Stanford 
Tennessee 
Michigan 
Alabama 

Arizona State 
Southern Mississippi 
Santa Clara 
Boston College 
Pittsburgh 

6- 9-59 Rice 

Nebraska 
Missouri 
3-21-58 Utah 

Stephen F. Austin 
9-24-61 Iowa 

Tennessee State 
10-20-64 Utah 

Stanford 

Kansas 

Florida State 
Arizona State 
Tennessee State 
5- 5-62 Florida 

Georgia Tech 
Houston 
Southern California 
Winston-Salem State 
Florida A&M 
Washington 
Virginia Tech 
Missouri 

Alabama State 
Notre Dame 

Penn State 
Texas Christian 
Missouri 
12-25-58 Yale 

Long Beach State 
Montana 

San Diego State 
Colorado 

UCLA 
Nevada-Reno 
Grambling 
Brigham Young 
Pittsburgh 

Hawaii 

Georgia 

Gramblin 

Arizona State 


College 
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Retired—Jim Cooper, 10-year tackle, 12 games in ‘86. 


Also played with Cowboys in “86—DE Jesse Baker (3 games), DB Cornell Gowdy (3), DL Bob Otto 


(4), DE Kurt Ploeger (3), K Rafael Septien (16). 


Maryland 
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Cardinals face a tough 1987 season, 
but Stallings will keep things lively 


By BERNIE MIKLASZ 


he 1986 season was like many 
others before it in St. Louis. 
The owner hired a new coach. 
The owner and the new coach 
disagreed a lot. The scouting 
department had another questionable 
draft. The team lost a lot of games. The 
mascot could have been an empty seat. 

The Cardinals bottomed out last season, 
finishing last in the NFC East with their 
worst record (4-11-1) in 27 years in St. 
Louis. They also had their poorest eight- 
game home attendance (284,380) in fran- 
chise history. For the third year in a row, 
Owner Bill Bidwill thought about moving 
the team, but stayed. 

The Cardinals scored the fewest points 
(218) in the NFL and set a club record for 
most penalties in a season (116). The 
scene was pretty gloomy, and after an- 
other shaky draft by Director of Player 
Personnel George Boone, things figure to 
get worse. 

At least Gene Stallings will keep things 
lively. As a rookie head coach last season, 
Stallings rode into town like a sheriff with 
a mean streak and laid down a tough set 
of new laws. 

“He treated the players like dogs,” said 
running back Ottis Anderson, after getting 
traded to the New York Giants last Octo- 
ber. 

One of Stallings’ first actions was to 
waive quarterbacks Scott Brunner and 
Rick Mclvor, who refused to come and 
train in St. Louis in the off-season. In the 
early stages of a brutal training camp, 
Stallings was ordered by the team’s 
medics to give the players more water. 

Bodies came and went. By the end of 
the season, the 45-man roster contained 22 
players with two years or less of experi- 
ence, and it was one of the primary rea- 
sons the Cardinals lost five games by 
seven or fewer points. 

Stallings convinced Bidwill to make 
some changes, such as inviting 50 free 
agents to training camp. But there were 
many other changes—such as moving the 
team’s practices to a grass field—that 
Bidwill didn’t want to make. 

Stallings seethed over Bidwill’s reluc- 
tance to commit to new methods. After 
having spent the previous 14 years as an 
assistant coach in Dallas, he never man- 
aged to come to grips that the Cardinals 
didn’t do things like the Cowboys. 

For Stallings, the transition from pro 
football’s IBM to the Mom & Pop grocery 
store was a rough one. 

“If I have an opinion on something, I 
think it’s my duty to let the owner know 
my feelings,” Stallings said. 

He did, and the tension level mounted. 
At the end of the year, Bidwill sarcastical- 
ly said of Stallings: “He has an ego. It may 
come as a great surprise to him, but ev- 
eryone makes mistakes—including Gene 
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~ ee Je ae 
Cardinals quarterback Neil Lomax 
will have to fight for his job in 
1987. 


Stallings.” 

The Cardinals entered the 1987 draft 
with some glaring needs, but gambled 
with the stunning first-round selection of 
Colorado State quarterback Kelly 
Stouffer. 

Incumbent Neil Lomax, who passed for 
4,614 yards and went to the Pro Bowl in 
1984, lost confidence and skidded to such 
a degree that he was benched for two 
games at midseason. Lomax’s longest 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—J.T. Smith, Roy Green. 
TE—Doug Marsh. 
T—Luis Sharpe, Tootie Robbins. 
G—Doug Dawson, Joe Bostic. 
C—Mike Ruether. 
QB—Neil Lomax. 
HB—Stump Mitchell. 
FB—Earl Ferrell. 
DEFENSE 
E—David Galloway, Bubba Baker. 
T—Bob Clasby, Mark Duda. 
OLB—E.J. Junior, Anthony Bell. 
MLB—Niko Noga. 
CB—Carl Carter, Cedric Mack. 
S—Leonard Smith, Lonnie Young. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—John Lee. P—Greg Cater. 
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completion in the last two seasons has 
been for only 48 yards, and after a two- 
year slump he may be phased out. 

The Cardinals spent much of the off- 
season discussing trades involving 
Lomax, then made Stouffer the sixth over- 
all selection. The unpolished Stouffer, who 
is probably a year or two away from be- 
coming a starter, joined Lomax and veter- 
an Cliff Stoudt in a crowded—and con- 
fused—arms race. 

The Cardinals can run the ball. The un- 
derrated tandem of tailback Stump Mitch- 
ell and fullback Ear! Ferrell combined for 
an average of 4.6 yards per carry last sea- 
son and caught 97 passes. But the winner 
of the quarterback derby may have prob- 
lems finding some receiving targets. 

Wide receiver Roy Green, 30, has expe- 
rienced two consecutive injury-plagued 
seasons that have diminished his big-play 
capabilities. And when Green is on the 
bench, the passing attack fizzles. Green 
missed five games last year with an ankle 
injury; when he returned for the final five 
games, the Cardinals went 2-2-1. 

J.T. Smith, who caught 80 passes last 
season, is 31. Pat Tilley is expected to re- 
tire at age 34 after undergoing back sur- 
gery. Young veterans such as Troy John- 
son (good speed) and Eric Swanson (good 
hands) haven’t arrived as reliable contrib- 
utors. Yet despite having 15 draft picks, 
the Cardinals failed to select a single wide 
receiver. 

Tight end Doug Marsh has been phased 
out of the passing game because of his 
bad hands and may be pushed for the 
starting job by third-round draft choice 
Robert Awalt. 

There is some talent on the offensive 
line, but far too much instability. Only left 
tackle Luis Sharpe started all 16 games at 
the same position last season. The Cardi- 
nals went through four left guards, three 
centers, three right guards and four right 
tackles. 

The Cardinals hung in in a lot of games 
last season because of a respectable de- 
fense. They were ranked fourth in total 
yards allowed, were first against the pass 
and opposing quarterbacks completed 
only 49 percent of their passes. But the 
defense also lacked bite, coming up with 
only 10 interceptions and recovering just 
12 fumbles. 

With the hope of stirring up a more live- 
ly pass rush and forcing more turnovers, 
Stallings is switching to a 4-3 defense. But 
the line is undermanned. David Galloway 
will move from nose tackle to left end and 
linebacker Freddie Joe Nunn has been 
moved to right end. Everything else is a 
question mark. 

Stallings spent the weeks before the 
draft begging for defensive help. Then 
during Round 1, the Cardinals passed by 
such immediate projected starters as 
Shane Conlan, Jerome Brown, Reggie 
Rogers and Rod Woodson to select a quar- 


terback with long-range potential. 

Stallings had no input in the draft, 
which only intensified the tension be- 
tween him and Bidwill. Bidwill, who has 
gone through five coaches since taking 
over as the sole owner in 1972, has re- 
mained loyal to Boone despite the scout- 
ing department’s mediocre drafting rec- 
ord. 

Boone’s drafts from 1983-86 produced 
only five starters, and only one of his last 
four No. 1 draft choices is starting. 

So Stallings will enter the second year 
of a three-year contract as a coach on the 
hot seat. Yes, already. 

“J thought he did some good work last 
season, such as bringing discipline to the 
team,” said Bidwill. “But now it’s time to 
take it to the next step and win some 
games.” 

After two successive last-place finishes, 
and another draft that had the fans and 
coaches howling, that will be easier said 
than done. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sedt 1 S— DALLAS sicrtesscsstteteishtcaitecssstberasitaitessna 12:00 
Sept.20—at San Diego.. = 

Sept. 27—INDIANAPOLIS 
Oct. 4—at Washington...... 
Oct. 11—NEW ORLEANS... 
Oct. 18—at San Francisco. 
Oct. 25—at New York Giants. 
Nov. 1—PHILADELPHIA.. 
Nov. 8—TAMPA BAY............ 
Nov. 15—LOS ANGELES RAMS < 
Nov. 22—at Philadelphia ......... ao 06 
Nov. 29—at Atlanta......... " 

Dec. 6—WASHINGTON.... 
Dec. 13—NEW YORK GIANTS.. 


Dec. 20—at Tampa Bay.......... "4:00 
DGG 27—at! Dallas sc. .nscctsscstscstecectocsasstsratectoasocss 12:00 
1986 RESULTS—(4-11-1) 
Cardinals Opp. Att. 
xy L.A. Rats inno 40,347 

3 Atlanta... 46,463 
10 Buffalo 65,762 
7 Dallas....... 49,077 
6 N.Y. Giants.. 40,562 


30 Tampa Bay. 
21 Washington. 
6 Dallas....... 
13 Philadelphia. 
17 San Francisco. 
7 New Orleans.... 
23 Kansas City. 


St. Louis Cardinals running hack Stump Mitchell. 
1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 
No. Name Exp. 


16 Austin, Kent 

60 +tBaker, Al 

52 +tBaker, Charlie 

55 Bell, Anthony 
Bergold, Scott 
Boso, Cap 
tBostic, Joe 
Brown, Ray 
Carter, Carl 
+Cater, Greg 
Chilton, Gene 
Clasby, Bob 
Dawson, Doug 
DiBernardo, Rick 
+Duda, Mark 
Ferrell, Earl 
Galloway, David 
Green, Roy 
Greer, Curtis 
Holmes, Don 
Hughes, Van 
Johnson, Troy 
Junior, E.J. 
Kennard, Derek 
Lee, John 
Lomax, Neil 
tMack, Cedric 
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Birthdate 


College 
Mississippi 
Colorado State 
New Mexico 
Michigan State 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
Clemson 
Arkansas State 
Texas Tech 
Tenn.-Chattanooga 
Texas 
Notre Dame 
Texas 
Notre Dame 
Maryland 
East Tennessee State 
Florida 
Henderson State 
Michigan 
Mesa (Colo.) 
Southwest Texas State 
Southern University 
Alabama 
Nevada-Reno 


UCLA 
Portland State 
Baylor 
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0 
17 Washington... 20 (H) 35,637 tMarsh, Dou -3 Michigan 
i 50,148 tMays, Stafford 6-2 Washington 
75,261 Mitchell, Stump 5-9 The Citadel 
23 ‘957 Monaco, Ron 6-1 South Carolina 
‘ ihe Niko os a 
ovacek, Jay - yoming 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Nunn, Freddie Joe 6-4 3 Mississippi 
Round and Player Position College tRobbins, Tootie 6-5 6 East Carolina 
1. STOUFFER, Kelly QB Colorado State Ruether, Mike _ 6-4 2 Texas 
2. McDONALD, Tim DB Southern Cal Sargent, Broderick 5-1 2 Baylor 
3. AWALT, Robert TE San Diego St. Sharpe, Luis 6-4 6 UCLA 
3. SCOTTS, Colin DT Hawaii Sikahema, Vai 5-9 2 Brigham Young 
from Miami Smith, J.T. 6-2 10 North Texas State 
4. SADDLER, Rod DT Texas A&M Smith, Lance 6-2 = Louisiana State 
5. SWARN, George RB Miami (0.) Smith, Leonard 5-11 5 McNeese State 
5. BRUNO, John P Penn State 4 Smith, Wayne 6-0 8 Purdue 
from Miami 18 Stoudt, Cliff 9 Youngstown State 
5. JAROSTCHUK, Ilia LB New Hampshire 86 Swanson, Eric 2 Tennessee 
from L.A. Raiders 83 Tilley, Pat 12 Louisiana Tech [fe 
6. GARALCZYK, Mark DT W. Michigan 24 Wolfley, Ron. 3 West Virginia ” 
7. PEOPLES, Tim DB Washington 43 Young, Lonnie Bi). = 18-63 Michigan State 4 
7. HARRIS, William TE Bishop (Tex.) *Bergold and Greer missed ‘86 season due to injury. 
from N.Y. Giants 5 tOption playout; subject to developments. Lu 
8. ALVORD, Steve DT Washington Also played with Cardinals in ‘86—RB Ottis Anderson (4 games), P/K Evan Arancstathis (5), C 
9. DAVIS, Wayne LB Alabama Randy Clark (12), DE Gary Dulin (3), WR Chas Fox (4), WR Scott Holman (3), DB Bobby Johnson (3), Oo 
10. WRIGHT, Charles DB Tulsa TE Greg LaFleur (4), K Eric Schubert (5), TE Robert Stallings (3), S Dennis Thurman (16), CB Lionel LL 
a PEAT, Todd GN. Illinois Washington (16). 2 


. Choice to Tampa Bay 
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Testaverde joins an interesting cast 
of NFC Central Division quarterbacks 


By JERRY GREEN 


general manager in this divi- 
sion cleared up the pro quar- 
terback mystique a long time 
ago. 

“Quarterbacks get too 
much credit when they win, and too much 
abuse when they lose,” said this grizzled 
G.M., the Detroit Lions’ Russ Thomas. He 
spoke a mouthful. 

“Quarterbacks can’t be God Almighty,” 
said Bud Grant, then coaching the Minne- 
sota Vikings, when the National Confer- 
ence’s Central Division was actually col- 
ored black and blue. 

Things are always changing in pro foot- 
ball. Year after year, the rules are 
changed to protect the quarterback. Year 
after year, the rules are tinkered with to 
open up the passing game. 

Quarterbacks can’t be God Almighty. 
But they’re treated like Him. 

They’re praised too much and criticized 
too much, in correlation with victory or 
defeat. But they’re paid abundant money 
to win and to suffer. 

Quarterbacks are the theme of what is 
going on this year in the Central Divison. 
They always are, of course. 

But this year, the Central Division is all 
pomp and circumstance because of the 
quarterbacks. 

Vinny Testaverde, himself, is in the di- 
vision. Testaverde is a rookie pro now, 
adored, fawned over, venerated. Soon he 
will throw his first pass for the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers. If there’s no Penn State 
linebacker lurking about, he has a good 
chance to complete it. 

“T’m just like other quarterbacks,” said 
Testaverde. “I'll throw touchdowns and 
I'll throw interceptions.” 

He is more realistic than most about 
the plain fact that Vinny Testaverde is a 
pro now. The good folks of the Tampa-St. 
Petersburg area see him as their savior— 
after successive 2-14 seasons. They see 
the club that squandered the first pick in 
the draft a year ago on Bo Jackson now 
roaring upward into contention. 

High rises in the standings can happen 
quickly now in parity-controlled pro foot- 
ball. But, realistically, these are the same 
old Bucs—with a raw new quarterback of 
enormous potential. 

“J don’t want to say I’m going to go out 
and tear the league up,” said Testaverde, 
“because no rookie quarterback ever has 
—except one.” 

The exception was Dan Marino—with 
the Miami Dolphins in 1983—when Testa- 
verde was a New York kid on a motor 
scooter at Miami (Fla.). 

The only difference—albeit a big one— 
in their respective situations is Marino 
played on a Dolphins team that a year 
earlier had advanced to Super Bow! XVII 
before losing, not a Bucs team coming off 
a two-victory season. 
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TSN’s Predictions 


1. Chicago 


2. Minnesota 


3. Green Bay 
4. Tampa Bay 
5. Detroit 


Still, Testaverde is a pro now, playing in 
the same state as Marino, for the second- 
highest quarterback paychecks in foot- 
ball. The Bucs gave Testaverde a six-year, 
$8.2 million deal to make sure, even be- 
fore they drafted him. Only Marino is bet- 
ter paid. 

Testaverde is the division’s glamour fig- 
ure this year. But the old quarterback 
mystique ripples as well through Chicago 
and Detroit. 

The Bears’ Jim McMahon is due back 
from his surgery and turf-spiking by 
Green Bay hit man Charles Martin. If, if, if 
McMahon’s shoulder is repaired, Chicago 
will have no quarterback problems what- 
soever. 

His headband tight, ready for all the 
helmet-butting, and a six-pack awaiting 
him, McMahon plays with the mightiest 
ingredient necessary for a quarterback. 
He possesses that special knack for win- 
ning. 

“There is no question in my mind,” said 
Bears Coach Mike Ditka, “if McMahon is 
healthy and on the field, he can play as 
well as anybody in the league at the posi- 
tion.” 

And if not? Ditka’s temper will boil over 
again. It did last year when he wound up 
playing Doug Flutie late in the season. 
Flutie came after Mike Tomczak, who 
came after Steve Fuller, who came after 
McMahon. Flutie came much to McMa- 
hon’s chagrin. 

Then, curiously, the Bears made their 
quarterback corps a fivesome on draft 
day. Chicago selected Michigan’s Jim 
Harbaugh with their first-round pick. That 
choice itself reopened the angers on the 
Bears. Ditka didn’t want another quarter- 
back. He wanted a defensive end. But he 
was overruled by Michael’McCaskey, the 
team president, and Bill Tobin, the direc- 
tor of player personnel. 

Ditka’s status beyond this season is a 
subject for rumor and debate. Already 
there has been gossip that he will ulti- 
mately chuck Chicago and reach Detroit. 
Jerry Vainisi, the deposed Bears general 
manager, is new to the Lions’ intrigue- 
laden front office. Vainisi and Ditka are 
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COMMENT 


With quarterback Jim McMahon, Bears are a Super Bowl con- 
tender. Without him, they'll still win division. 


If quarterback Tommy Kramer stays healthy and rookie running 
back D.J. Dozier produces, Vikings will be a handful. 


Weakness of division projects Packers into third place. However, 
running back Brent Fullwood could make them tough 


More changes in Tampa with new coach and quarterback. Ray 
Perkins must find players to surround Vinny Testaverde. 


Probably a learning season for quarterback Chuck Long. Lions 
still need a breakaway back and more opportunistic defense. 


cronies. 

In Detroit, Coach Darryl Rogers ad- 
vances shakily into his third season with 
his future pinned to Chuck Long. Another 
focal-point quarterback situation. Long 
was Rogers’ first-round draft choice a 
year ago. Then Thomas, the G.M., dallied 
in typical fashion, failing to sign Long 
until training camp was all but over. So, 
Rogers and the Lions suffered through an- 
other season of Eric Hipple and/or Joe 
Ferguson. 

Finally, late in the season, Rogers had 
sufficiently groomed Long for the great 
unveiling. The kid threw for a 34-yard 
touchdown on his first pass. 

Then Long proved what Testaverde 
says: Rookie quarterbacks are just rook- 
ies. In a couple of losses, Long showed he 
needed to crank up the velocity on his 
throwing arm, and learn just what the 
devil is going on out there in front of him. 

Rogers signed him up for several crash 
courses during the off-season, and the 
coach is now committed to Long as his 
first-team quarterback this year. But Hip- 
ple and/or Ferguson are available if 
needed. 

So, only Minnesota and Green Bay start 
out with a lack of quarterback controver- 
sy. The Vikings’ Tommy Kramer is now 
the grand master in this division. Problem 
is he just seems to get hurt every year—a 
sore knee in 1982, torn knee ligaments in 
’83, a separated shoulder in '84, another 
sore knee in '85 and a sprained thumb in 
'86. If he could just get through an entire 
schedule without injury, the Vikings could 
challenge the Bears for the division title. 

In Green Bay, Randy Wright returns 
without fanfare, without publicity. The 
Packers are continuously searching for 
another quarterback. Once, the Packers 
had hoped to get Steve Young, who won 
those two games for Tampa Bay last year. 
Owning a huge contract, himself, and 
made expendable by Testaverde, Young 
wound up in San Francisco, ready to pick 
it up if Joe Montana is knocked to 
pieces. Hi 


Jerry Green is a sports columnist for the Detroit 
News. 
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That's why, each year, everyone who takes a professional 
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GUIDE 1987 is a rock solid statistical 
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receives special attention! Read that re-creation and you'll see 
the game from the eyes of a second Bill Parcells, but with a 
broader perspective . . . the special vantage point of the experi- 
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appreciate not only the current and his- 
torical data, but the exciting action 
photographs, from Bronko Nagurski 
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depth preview of the 1987 season. 
You'll find a comprehensive record of 
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review of the action for every week of 
the grueling season. Team-by-team ros- 
ters for 1987 are supplemented by each 
team's draft choices. And you get the 
complete 1987 schedule for each club. 
Year-by-year standings, all-time record 
holders and the Hall of Fame roster are 
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Bears hope quarterback Jim McMahon 
can return to 1985 Super Bowl form 


By BRIAN HEWITT 


he Chicago Bears may be the 
only team in the NFL that 
could field an off-season bas- 
ketball team comprised only 
of quarterbacks. 

They acquired their fifth quarterback 
on April 28 when they surprised every- 
body but themselves by selecting Michi- 
gan’s Jim Harbaugh 26th in the first round 
of the draft. Harbaugh joins Jim McMa- 
hon, Doug Flutie, Steve Fuller and Mike 
Tomczak, all of whom started at least one 
regular-season game for the Bears in 
1986. 

“If we knew Jim McMahon's health, I 
don't think (Harbaugh’s pick) would have 
been made,” Director of Player Personnel 
Bill Tobin said on draft day. He was refer- 
ring to the major shoulder surgery McMa- 
hon underwent December 12 in Los An- 
geles. 

Early reports indicated McMahon was 
ahead of schedule in his rehabilitation. 
But there are no guarantees he will be 
ready for the regular season. And the 
Bears had complained that he hadn’t 
checked in frequently enough to let them 
get an accurate gauge on his recovery. 

That annoyed McMahon’s agent, Steve 
Zucker, who insisted the Bears’ medical 
officials examined McMahon three days 
before the draft. 

“Maybe they don’t want this informa- 
tion made public,” Zucker said. “But the 
Bears know everything. We’ve been in 
close contact with them. When they test- 
ed him out, they were very pleased.” 

Bears Coach Mike Ditka said McMahon 
will be his starter if he is healthy. But 
somehow, it doesn’t seem it will be that 
simple. 

The question of McMahon's health goes 
right to the heart of how good the Bears 
will be in 1987. They have won the last 23 
games he has started. But he has played 
in only 28 of 48 (58 percent) regular-sea- 
son games over the last three seasons. 

Generally, the defense picks up the 
slack when McMahon is hurt. It is the 
principal reason the Bears have lost only 
three regular-season games the last two 
seasons. 

But the front office knows that can’t 
last forever. That is, what’s left of the 
front office. 

Team President Michael McCaskey 
fired general manager Jerry Vainisi less 
than a month after Washington upset the 
Bears at Soldier Field in the NFC playoffs 
last January. Publicly, McCaskey reports 
nothing new on the status of Ditka’s con- 
tract, which expires after the ’87 season. 
Together in Chicago, Vainisi and Ditka 
were best friends and shared ownership 
in a restaurant. Vainisi is now working for 
the Lions. 

Meanwhile, McCaskey has reorganized 
the front office. Tobin, Controller Ted 
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If quarterback Jim McMahon can 
remain healthy, the Bears should 
contend for a Super Bowl berth. 


Phillips and Marketing Director Bill 
McGrane all received promotions. Tobin 
is now a vice president although his duties 
haven’t really changed. The 29-year-old 
Phillips will deal with agents on player 
contracts (with help from McCaskey). 
McGrane, who has been with the Bears 
for the last 12 years, will serve as an unof- 
ficial buffer between McCaskey and 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Willie Gault, Keith Ortego. 
TE—Emery Moorehead. 
T—Jim Covert, Keith Van Horne. 
G—Mark Bortz, Tom Thayer. 
C—Jay Hilgenberg. 
QB—Jim McMahon. 
RB—Walter Payton. 
FB—Matt Suhey. 
DEFENSE 
E—Dan Hampton, Richard Dent. 
T—Steve McMichael, William Perry. 
OLB—Otis Wilson, Wilber Marshall. 
MLB—WMike Singletary. 
CB—Mike Richardson, Vestee Jackson. 
S—Dave Duerson, Gary Fencik. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Kevin Butler. P—Maury Buford. 
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Ditka. 

The quarterback derby will be the main 
story of training camp. But an interesting 
subplot began playing itself out at the end 
of last season, when young running backs 
Thomas Sanders and Neal Anderson 
began to outperform the NFL’s all-time 
leading rusher, Walter Payton. 

Payton, who will be 33 when the ’87 sea- 
son opens, has missed only one game in 12 
remarkable seasons. But Ditka wants to 
use Payton less in '87 in an attempt to 
have him fresher for postseason play. 

Ideally, Ditka would like to team Pay- 
ton and Anderson in the backfield at the 
same time by using a two-halfback attack. 
The odd man out in that arrangement 
could be dependable, veteran fullback 
Matt Suhey. 

McMahon's injury wasn’t the only rea- 
son the Bears managed just 208 recep- 
tions in 1986, the second-lowest total in the 
league. The knee injury that limited un- 
derrated wide receiver Dennis McKinnon 
in 1985 and forced him to miss all of 1986 
is still a question mark. His return this 
season is hoped for but not guaranteed. 

As insurance, the Bears spent their sec- 
ond-round draft choice on SMU wide re- 
ceiver Ron Morris, who also has a knee 
history. The Bears wouldn’t have needed 
to choose Morris if their No. 3 picks in '85 
and '86, wide receivers James Maness and 
David Williams, hadn’t turned out to be 
busts. 

The McMahon uncertainty that prompt- 
ed the Harbaugh pick also prevented 
Ditka from selecting the player he really 
wanted in the first round, Cincinnati de- 
fensive end/linebacker Alex Gordon, who 
was taken by the New York Jets in Round 
2. Ditka wanted Gordon to come in and 
challenge right defensive tackle William 
Perry and right defensive end Richard 
Dent, both of whom spent at least part of 
1986 out of shape. 

But the defense shouldn’t have any 
trouble repeating as the NFL's top-rated 
unit in ’87. Ditka will try to get the defen- 
sive line the help he says he wants by re- 
converting veteran Al Harris from line- 
backer to down lineman. 

That the Bears’ defense allowed only 
187 points in ’86—an NFL record for a 16- 
game season—was remarkable, particu- 
larly in light of the team’s turnover- 
takeaway ratio. In 1985, the Bears com- 
mitted only 31 turnovers. In '86, they gave 
the ball away 47 times. 

When the offense has the ball, the de- 
fense gives up zero yards. When the of- 
fense turns the ball over, the defense hur- 
ries onto the field and turns into a damage 
control unit. 

Dent, defensive tackle Steve McMi- 
chael and defensive end Dan Hampton all 
have appeared in the Pro Bowl one of the 
past two years (although Hampton and 
McMichael both have tender knees.) 

The linebacking trio of Otis Wilson, 


Mike Singletary and Wilber Marshall 
have taken turns in the last two years 
mounting search-and-destroy missions for 
the Bears’ complex defense. Singletary, 
the NFC’s defensive player of the year in 
1985, had a Pro Bowl year in 1986. But a 
painful groin injury kept him from mea- 
suring up to his own demanding stan- 
dards. 

It was outside linebacker Marshall, 
unique in his ability to rush the passer on 
one play and cover a wide receiver on the 
next, who opened the most eyes last year. 

The secondary, led by Pro Bowl strong 
safety Dave Duerson and talented corner- 
back Mike Richardson, is solid. Gary Fen- 
cik, 33, should have one more productive 
year at free safety. 

The special teams are well above aver- 
age, but will be hurt if the insertion of An- 
derson into the backfield cuts down on his 
coverage team time. 


1987 SCHEDULE 
Sept.14—NEW YORK GIANTS (Mon.)............ 2 00 
Sept.20—TAMPA BAY ........esssceseesee . 12:00 
Sept.27—at Detroit...... . 1:00 
Oct. 4—at Philadelphia .. 1:00 
Oct. 11—MINNESOTA..... 12:00 
Oct. 18—NEW ORLEANS 12:00 
Oct. 25—at Tampa Bay... 1:00 
Nov. 1—KANSAS CITY. 12:00 
Nov. 8—at Green Bay..... 12:00 
Nov. 16—at Denver (Mon.).. 7:00 
Nov, 22—DETROIT........+ 12:00 
Nov. 29—GREEN BAY. 12:00 
Dec. 6—at Minnesota............. 7:00 
Dec. 14—at San Francisco (Mon.).. 6:00 
Dec. 20—SEATTLE .......ssssssseeenee 


Bears Att. 
41 Cleveland 66,030 
13 Philadelphia (OT) 10 (H) 65,130 
25 Green Bay.... 12 (A) 55,527 
44 Cincinnati. 7 (A) 55,146 
23 Minnesota 0 (H) 63,921 
20 Houston 7 (A) 46,026 
7 Minnesota 23 (A) 62,851 
13 Detroit ..... 7 (H) 62,064 
17 L.A. Rams 20 (H) 64,877 
23 Tampa Bay .. 3 (A) 70,097 
13 Atlanta... 10 (A) 55,520 
12 Green Bay... 10 (H) 59,291 
13 Pittsburgh (OT)... 10 (H) 61,425 
48 Tampa Bay .. 14 (H) 52,746 
16 Detroit . 75,602 
24 Dallas 57,256 
NFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
13 Washington..........ccccceeceseseeeeee 27 (H) 65,141 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 


Position College 
QB Michigan 
WR SMU 


Round and Player 
. HARBAUGH, Jim 
. MORRIS, Ron 
. Choice to Cleveland 
through L.A. Rams 
. SMITH, Sean 
from L.A. Rams 
. Choice to L.A. Raiders 
BRYAN, Steve DE Oklahoma 
from Houston through Washington 
and L.A. Raiders 


DE Grambling 


Up PB WHrK 


5. JOHNSON, Will LB N.E. Louisiana 
6. ADICKES, John C Baylor 
from L.A. Raiders 
6. Choice to L.A. Rams 
7. HARRIS, Archie T William & Mary 
8. MIGLIAZZO, Paul LB Oklahoma 
9. HEIMULI, Lakei RB Brigham Young 
10. CHAPURA, Dick DT Missouri 
1l. JESSIE, Tim RB Auburn 
12. JEFFRIES, Eric DB Texas 


Chicago Bears linebacker Wilber Marshall. 
1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


Name 
Anderson, Neal 
Barnes, Lew 
tBecker, Kurt 
Bell, Todd 
Blair, Paul 
Bortz, Mark 
Buford, Maury 
Butler, Kevin 
Covert, Jim 
Dent, Richard 
Douglass, Maurice 
Duerson, Dave 
Fencik, Gary 
Flutie, Doug 
Frazier, Leslie 
Fuller, Steve 
Gault, Willie 
TGayle, Shaun 
Gentry, Dennis 
Hampton, Dan 
Harris, Al 
tHartenstine, Mike 
Hilgenberg, Jay 
Humphries, Stefan 
Jackson, Vestee 
Krenk, Mitch 
Marshall, Wilber 
McKinnon, Dennis 

9 McMahon, Jim 
McMichael, Steve 
tMoorehead, Emery 
Morrissey, Jim 
Ortego, Keith 
tPayton, Walter 
Perry, William 
Phillips, Reggie 
Pickering, Clay 
Rains, Dan 
Richardson, Mike 
Rivera, Ron 
Rubens, Larry 
Sanders, Thomas 
Singletary, Mike 
Suhey, Matt 
tThayer, Tom 
Thomas, Calvin 
Tomezak, Mike 
Van Horne, Keith 
Waechter, Henry 
Wilson, Otis 
Wrightman, Tim 
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NFL 
Exp. Birthdate 


8-14-64 


College 
Florida 
Oregon 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Oklahoma State 
Iowa 
Texas Tech 
Georgia 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee State 
Kentucky 
Notre Dame 
Yale 
Boston College 
Alcorn State 
Clemson 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
Baylor 
Arkansas 
Arizona State 
Penn State 
Iowa 
Michigan 
Washington 
Nebraska 
Florida 
Florida State 
Brigham Young 
Texas 
Colorado 
Michigan State 
McNeese State 
Jackson State 
Clemson 
Southern Methodist 
Maine 
Cincinnati 
Arizona State 
California 
Montana State 
Texas A&M 
Baylor 
Penn State 
Notre Dame 
Iilinois 
Ohio State 
Southern California 
Nebraska 
Louisville 


“Frazier and McKinnon missed ‘86 season due to injury; Krenk missed ‘85 and ‘86 seasons due to 


injury. 
TOption playout; subject to developments. 


Also played with Bears in ‘86—LB Brian Cabral (3 games), WR Ken Margerum (1). 
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Draftee D.J. Dozier becomes a part 
of Minnesota’s impressive arms buildup 


By CURT BROWN 


n an otherwise upbeat Draft 

Day, Minnesota Vikings 

Coach Jerry Burns walked 

down a hallway with the 

somber expression of a 
death row inmate whose time had come. 
He was going to inform his defensive co- 
ordinator, Floyd Peters, that things had 
not exactly gone as planned. 

The plan had been to bolster the Vik- 
ings’ defense. That defense had ranked 
No. 1 in the NFL early last season, but col- 
lapsed later, failing to protect leads 
against Cleveland, Washington and the 
New York Giants during a four-week 
stretch. That collapse cost the Vikings (9- 
7) their first trip to the playoffs since 1982. 

“It wasn’t easy telling Floyd that we 
drafted a running back like D.J. Dozier in 
the first round,” Burns said. “We had to 
put him on a respirator the rest of the 
day.” 

While Peters and his defense remain in 
intensive care, the Minnesota offense is 
flourishing. Dozier, the gliding runner 
who led Penn State to the 1986 national 
championship, is the latest weapon in 
Minnesota’s arms race. 

Quarterback Tommy Kramer, 32, is 
coming off the best season of his 10-year 
career. He was the NFL’s top-ranked 
passer in ’86 and directed an offense that 
ranked fourth in the league last year. 

His receiving corps includes game- 
breaker Anthony Carter, Pro Bowl tight 
end Steve Jordan and promising young- 
sters Buster Rhymes and Hassan Jones. 
Leo Lewis and sixth-round draft pick Greg 
Richardson, both 5-7 Smurf types, supply 
sufficient depth. 

Versatile Darrin Nelson gained more 
total yards (793 rushing, 593 receiving) 
than ever last year. Burns considers Nel- 
son the best all-around running back in 
the league, which makes one suspect ei- 
ther his sincerity or his selection of Do- 
zier in the first round. Burns said Nelson 
will be returning more kicks and running 
more pass routes when Dozier arrives. 

“I’m too old for that stuff,” said Nelson, 
a first-round pick in 82. 

Burns plans to start Dozier behind Nel- 
son at halfback and has no plans to stick 
them in the same backfield. That’s good 
news for fullback Alfred Anderson, who 
improved in blocking and receiving last 
year. Allen Rice and Ted Brown are capa- 
ble backups at fullback and eighth-round 
draft pick Rick Fenney (245 pounds) of 
Washington could become a goal-line 
bruiser. 

The offensive line, which Burns called 
the Vikings’ Achilles’ heel when he suc- 
ceeded Bud Grant after the ’85 season, 
has finally solidified. 

That’s due largely to tackle Gary Zim- 
merman, who refused to leave the USFL 
to play for the New York Giants and 
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The aroducave Fahl arm of quar- 
terback Tommy Kramer is the key 
to Minnesota’s explosive offense. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Anthony Carter, Hassan Jones. 
TE—Steve Jordan. 
T—Gary Zimmerman, Tim Irwin. 
G—Jim Hough, Terry Tausch. 
C—Dennis Swilley. 
QB—Tommy Kramer. 
HB—Darrin Nelson. 
FB—Alfred Anderson. 
DEFENSE 
E—Doug Martin, Gerald Robinson. 
T—Keith Millard, Tim Newton. 
OLB—David Howard, Chris Martin. 
MLB—Jesse Solomon. 
CB—Carl Lee, Ike Holt. 
S—Joey Browner, Neal Guggemos. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Chuck Nelson. |P—Greg Coleman. 
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ended up getting traded to Minnesota in 
April 1986. Zimmerman’s effective pass 
blocking seemed contagious as tackle 
Tim Irwin, center Dennis Swilley, guards 
Terry Tausch, Jim Hough and backup 
Dave Huffman all had perhaps their best 
seasons in ’86. 

So Kramer is at his best, his receivers 
are deep, Nelson and Dozier are potential 
stars and the line is solid. That’s why 
Burns had planned to ignore the offense 
in the draft and consider a defensive tack- 
le and a free safety his top priorities. 

But when a team drafts 16th, things 
sometimes go awry. General manager 
Mike Lynn said there were a dozen play- 
ers the Vikings considered blue-chippers. 
Eleven of those 12 were among the first 13 
picks. So he called Miami Coach Don 
Shula—four times. 

“Shula hung up on me three times,” 
Lynn said. Finally, Shula agreed to flip- 
flop first-round picks, giving up Miami's 
14th choice for Minnesota’s 16th pick and 
its fifth-round choice (128th overall). 

“There was only one blue-chipper left 
on the board and that was Dozier,” Lynn 
said. “We figured a fifth-round choice was 
a cheap price to pay for a back like Do- 
zier.” 

So the Vikings temporarily ignored 
their more pressing defensive needs and 
took Dozier, Penn State’s No. 2 all-time 
rushing leader behind Curt Warner. 

Burns quickly compared Dozier to 
Chuck Foreman, a first-round draft pick 
in 1973 who became the Vikings’ most 
prolific runner ever. 

“Before Foreman, we had the big de- 
fense and (quarterback Fran) Tarkenton 
and were 7-7,” said Burns, formerly Min- 
nesota’s offensive coordinator. “After we 
drafted Chuck, we went to three Super 
Bowls in four years. You’ve got to have 
that great back.” 

After selecting Dozier, the Vikings took 
a run at bolstering their defense by taking 
Baylor linebacker Ray Berry in the sec- 
ond round, Louisiana State defensive tack- 
le Henry Thomas in the third and Geor- 
gia Tech safety Reggie Rutland in the 
fourth. 

The defense, once the Vikings’ trade- 
mark, now is a question mark. 

The line is loaded with former first- 
round draft picks. Linebacker Chris Dole- 
man (’85) has been moved to defensive 
end. Keith Millard (’84), Doug Martin 
(’80), Mark Mullaney (’75) and Gerald 
Robinson ('86) will provide an experi- 
enced front four if they are less injury- 
prone than last year. 

The linebackers are a bit lean. Middle 
linebacker Jesse Solomon turned from a 
12th-round sleeper last year into a solid 
starter. Scott Studwell is trying to hold on 
for an 11th season. On the outside, David 
Howard and Chris Martin are merely ade- 
quate. 

The biggest concern is the secondary, 


particularly at free safety. Two aging vet- 
erans, John Harris and Steve Freeman, 
will compete with unproven youngsters 
Neal Guggemos and Rutland for the start- 
ing spot. 

Strong safety Joey Browner, a Pro 
Bowler the last two years, is becoming a 
dominant hitter. But the performances of 
cornerbacks Carl Lee and Ike Holt slipped 
last year in fourth-quarter losses to Hous- 
ton, Washington, Cleveland and the 
Giants. 

“We were trying to get immediate help 
to fill our needs,” Burns said. “But we just 
couldn’t overlook a back like Dozier.” 

Which means fans can expect more 
44-38 games like they saw last year, when 
Minnesota fell to Washington in overtime. 
The Vikings should light up the score- a _- Alig aA RoE ’ 
board—but so could their opponents. l = ieee aru —— 

Still, the Vikings should make the play- Minnesota Vikings running back Darrin Nelson. 
offs in 1987. The Chicago Bears, who have 
dominated the NFC Central lately, could 1987 VETER AN ROSTER 
comprised of weak teams. NFL 


College 


self-destruct, and the rest of the division is 
Three years ago, the playoffs were a Exp. Birthdate 
pipe dream for Minnesota. Now, they’re 


Anderson, Alfred 
Ashley, Walker Lee 


Pp 


Baylor 
Penn State 


the minimal expectation. Aydelette, Buddy 2 Alabama 
Bess ee 2 pout Gargina ee 
rown, Te: orth Carolina State 
1987 SCHEDULE Browner, Joey 5 Southern California 
Sept.13—DETROIT s Carter, Anthony 3 Michigan 
Sept.20—at Los Angeles Rams.. 1:00 Coleman, Greg 11 Florida A&M 
Sept.27—at Kansas City.... 12:00 Doleman, Chris 3 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 4—GREEN BAY... 12:00 Evans, David 2 Central Arkansas 
Oct. 11—at Chicago....... 12:00 Foote, Chris 5 Southern California 
Oct. 18—TAMPA BAY .. 12:00 Freeman, Steve 13 Mississppi State 
rade eek itis 120) eussenas, Nal 2 St. Thomas 
i AE SCATUE: ...ccccrsecsece 1 on, Ji ~ 
Nov. 8—LOS ANGELES RAIDERS. 12:00 eee 16 Pees ete 
Nov. 15—at Tampa Bay....... 1:00 Hilton, Carl 2 Houston 
Nov. 22—ATLANTA........... 12:00 Holt, Issiac 3 Alcorn State 
Nov. 26—at Dallas (Thanksgiving). 3:00 Hough, Jim 10 Utah State 


Dec. 6—CHICAGO.........cesscsecssvesene 
Dec. 13—vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 
Dec. 20—at Detroit... 
Dec. 20—WASHINGTON (Sat.). 


1986 RESULTS— (9-7) 


Vikings 


Howard, David 
tHuffman, David 
Irwin, Tim 
Jones, Hassan 
Jordan, Steve 
Kramer, Tommy 
Lee, Carl 


eae 
won 


1 
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Long Beach State 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Brown 

Rice 

Marshall 


6-2 
L L 2 g Mi 
F ewis, Leo - issouri 
10 Detrott... Lowdermilk, Kirk 6-3 Ohio State 
Lush, Mike 6-2 East Stroudsburg State 
MacDonald, Mark 6-4 Boston College 
Martin, Chris 6-2 Auburn 
tMartin, Doug 6-3 Washington 
Millard, Keith 6-6 Washington State 
Mularkey, Mike 6-4 Florida 
Mullaney, Mark 6-6 1 Colorado State 
tNelson, Chuck 5-11 4 Washington 
Nelson, Darrin 5-9 6 Stanford 
Newton, Tim 6-0 3 Florida 
Phillips, Joe 6-4 2 Southern Methodist 
Rhymes, Buster 6-1 3 Oklahoma 
Rice, Allen 5-10 4 Baylor 
Robinson, Gerald 6-3 2 Auburn 
Rouse, Curtis 6-3 6 Tenn-Chattanooga 
tSchuh, Jeff 6-3 7 Minnesota 
Solomon, Jesse 6-0 2 Florida State 
Round and Player Position College tStensrud, Mike 6-5 9 Towa State 
1. DOZIER, DJ. RB Penn State Studwell, Scott 6-2 11 Illinois 
from Miami Swilley, Dennis 6-3 10 Texas A&M 

1. Choice to Miami Tausch, Terry 6-5 6 Texas 

2. BERRY, Ray LB Baylor tTeal, Willie 5-10 8 Louisiana State 

3. THOMAS, Henry NT Louisiana State Wilson, Wade QB 6-3 7 East Texas State 

4. RUTLAND, Reggie DB Georgia Tech Zimmerman, Gary T 6-6 2 Oregon 

5. Choice to Kansas City *Aydelette last active with Birmingham-USFL in ‘85, last active in NFL with Packers in ‘80; Foote 

through Miami last active with Tampa Bay-USFL in ’85, last active in NFL with Giants in ‘83; Freeman played 16 games 

6. RICHARDSON, Greg WR Alabama with Bills in “86; Schuh played 12 games with Packers, 2 with Vikings in ‘86. 

7. Choice to Seattle . tOption playout; subject to developments. 

8. FENNEY, Rick RB Washington Retired—Sammy White, 11-year wide receiver, 0 games in ‘86. 

9. JONES, Leonard DB Texas Tech Also played with Vikings in ’86—QB Steve Bono (1 game), G Brent Boyd (5), DE Neil Elshire (10), C 
10. RILEY, Bob T Indiana Grant Feasel (active for 1 game but did not play), P Mike Horan (active for 1 game but did not play), DE 
ll. PEASE, Brent QB Montana Leroy Howell (active for 2 games but did not play), S Kyle Morrell (5), RB Wayne Wilson (7). 

12. WILLIAMS, Keith DT Florida 
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Statute of limitations has run out 


for title-hungry Packers fans 


By BOB McGINN 


ear after year, the draft 
choices of the Green Bay 
Packers say the same things 
on draft day. You know, the 
bit about how proud they are 
to be selected by a team with such a great 
tradition. 

Wait a minute. Even in Green Bay, 
once known as Titletown U.S.A., reality 
has hit home. The statute of limitations 
has run out on the glory years. Many of 
the current Packers weren’t even in 
school yet in 1967, when Vince Lombardi’s 
legions were capturing their fifth Nation- 
al Football League championship in seven 
years. 

Truth be known, the only tradition at- 
tached to Green Bay in the past 20 years 
has been mediocrity. 

Last season, the Packers fell from me- 
diocre to dismal. Their 4-12 record was 
the franchise’s worst since 1958. 

Coach Forrest Gregg, a link to the 
Packers’ storied past, hasn’t had any 
more success in forging a winner than his 
predecessor, Bart Starr. Then there has 
been a series of incidents involving al- 
leged sexual misconduct by Green Bay 
players that has reduced the team’s 
image to just about an all-time low. 

So the Packers will enter the 1987 sea- 
son with a lot to prove—both on and off 
the field—to the football faithful in Wis- 
consin. 

Due mainly to a potentially strong draft 
last April and a mild resurgence late last 
season, Gregg is brimming with opti- 
mism. This will be his fourth year on an 
original five-year contract, so he will be 
under considerable pressure to produce 
his first winning record. 

“TI reasonably expect this football team 
will be greatly improved,” said Gregg. “I 
think you will see a different football 
team from the beginning. We know where 
we’re going.” 

Gregg thought he knew where the 
Packers were going when he replaced 
Starr following the ’83 season. But the 
Packers took detours on the road to the 
playoffs with consecutive 8-8 finishes in 
84 and ’85. 

A massive overhaul last year gutted the 
veteran nucleus and made the leftovers 
easy pickings the first half of the season. 
Without veteran quarterback Lynn Dick- 
ey, tight end Paul Coffman, linebacker 
Michael Douglass and starting tackle 
Greg Koch, the Packers didn’t win until 
the seventh week. Season-ticket holders 
stayed home in record numbers and those 
who used their tickets booed incessantly. 

As the season dragged on, some young 
players thrust into starting roles for the 
first time began to show signs of improve- 
ment. The team won three of its last six 
games and was competitive in losses to 
Washington and Chicago. Gregg, a de- 
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Young Randy Wright will be 
asked to direct Green Bay’s inex- 
perienced offense. 


manding coach in any circumstance, 
drove his players hard and they didn’t 
quit. 

“I am totally convinced what I did was 
right,” he said. “We know that we paid a 
dear price. But sometimes you have to get 
worse before you can get better.” 

Much of the attention this season will 
be focused on No. 1 draft pick Brent Full- 
wood. The Packers passed up a chance to 
fill gaping needs on defense and instead 
chose the Auburn running back, who 
averaged 8.3 yards per carry and rushed 
for 1,391 yards as a senior. 

The last time the Packers had a formi- 
dable running game was in the early 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Walter Stanley, Phillip Epps. 
TE—Dan Ross. 
T—Ken Ruettgers, Alan Veingrad. 
G—Tom Neville, Ron Hallstrom. 
C—Mark Cannon. 
QB—Randy Wright. 
HB—Brent Fullwood (R). 
FB—Paul Ott Carruth. 
DEFENSE 
E—Tim Harris, Robert Brown. 
T—Alphonso Carreker, Charles Martin. 
pee sob Anderson, Scott Stephen 
MLB—Brian Noble. 
CB—Mark Lee, Mossy Cade. 
S—Tiger Greene, Ken Stills. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—AI Del Greco. P—Bill Smith (R). 
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1970s, when John Brockington rushed for 
1,000 yards in three consecutive seasons. 

If Fullwood has a banner season, the 
chances of Randy Wright developing into 
a winning quarterback would improve. If 
Wright proves not to be the answer and 
Robbie Bosco’s surgical shoulder renders 
him hors de combat, Green Bay will be 
rebuilding well into the next decade. 

Besides Fullwood, second-year running 
back Kenneth Davis provides the Packers 
with hope that they can run more suc- 
cessfully this season. Davis had an up-and- 
down rookie season, gaining 519 yards on 
114 carries, but he didn’t play his senior 
season at TCU, where he was suspended 
by the NCAA for receiving illegal pay- 
ments. 

Whether the offensive line can support 
an offense that stresses the run is a major 
question. The unit is long on bulk and 
short on explosiveness, and was better at 
pass blocking last season. 

Ken Ruettgers is developing into one of 
the NFC Central’s premier left tackles. 
Right guard Ron Hallstrom and center 
Mark Cannon are solid. Tom Neville, Rich 
Moran or Keith Uecker should be ade- 
quate at the other guard. The weakness is 
right tackle, where Alan Veingrad will 
face the challenge of third-round draft 
pick Dave Croston. 

Green Bay's receiving corps used to be 
among the NFL’s elite when it had receiv- 
ers James Lofton, John Jefferson and 
Coffman. All are now gone. In their places 
are Phillip Epps and Walter Stanley, a 
couple of diminutive wide receivers, and 
the much-traveled Dan Ross at tight end. 

Defensively, the Packers weren’t as 
good last season as their No. 12 ranking 
would suggest. Only Tampa Bay allowed 
more points than Green Bay and only the 
New York Jets gave up more touchdown 
passes. 

When the Packers passed on Washing- 
ton end Reggie Rogers to draft Fullwood, 
they lost their best chance to reinforce a 
defensive line that accounted for a mere 
11 sacks. They traded down in the second 
round with Atlanta in exchange for an 
extra third-round pick and chose line- 
backers Johnny Holland of Texas A&M 
and Scott Stephen of Arizona State. 

The plan is for Stephen to operate as a 
rushing outside linebacker on early downs 
and as a down lineman in nickel situa- 
tions. That’s what the Packers tried last 
year with rookie Tim Harris, who became 
the key figure in their defense. Harris, 
who has bulked up from 235 to 252 pounds, 
is expected to play left end in a 4-3 de- 
fense. 

The Packers had been a 3-4 team since 
1980, but the lack of a pass rush forced 
them to switch to a 4-3 late last year. 

The problem is there aren't three quali- 
ty linemen, let alone four. Alphonso Car- 
reker could be more active moving inside 
and veteran end Ezra Johnson might have 


a new lease on his career in the 4-3. 
Eighth-round draft pick Jeff Drost of lowa 
could be a surprise traffic cop at tackle. 

The Packers feel Brian Noble’s best po- 
sition will be middle linebacker in a 4-3. 
Stephen or Holland figure to start on the 
right side and veteran John Anderson can 
still perform on the left side. 

Last year, Mark Lee emerged as one of 
the league’s premier cornerbacks. Now 
it’s time for Mossy Cade to fulfill his im- 
mense potential. Elbert Watts, a raw but 
gifted athlete claimed on waivers from 
the Los Angeles Rams last October, could 
challenge for the strong safety job. 

Of prime concern is punt protection. 
Don Bracken and Bill Renner had a com- 


bined five punts blocked last season. The Green Bay Packers wide receiver Walter Stanley. 
Packers drafted Mississippi’s Bill Smith in 
the seventh round, but he had seven punts 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 
blocked during an otherwise outstanding NFL 
college career. . Name Pos. Ht Exp. Birthdate College 
anderson) John - ‘ 10 Becties 
erry, Ed - tah State 
1987 SCHEDULE Boyarsky, Jerry - Pittsburgh 


Sept.13—LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Sept.20—DENVER at Milwaukee.. : Brown, Robert 
Sept.27—at Tampa Bay...... 1:00 Cade, Mossy 

Oct. 4—at Minnesota... 12:00 Cannon, Mark 

Oct. 11—DETROIT........ 12:00 Carreker, Alphonso 
Oct. 18—PHILADELPHIA. 12:00 Carruth, Paul Ott 
Oct. 25—at Detroit............ 1:00 Cherry, Bill 

Nov. 1—TAMPA BAY at Milwaukee... 12:00 tClark, Jessie 

Nov. 8—CHICAGO..... 12:00 Davis, Kenneth 


tBracken, Don 


Michigan 

Virginia Tech 

Texas 

Texas-Arlington 
Florida State 

Alabama 

Middle Tennessee State 
Arkansas 

Texas Christian 


oo 


Nov. 15—at Seattle... 1:00 Del Greco, Al = Auburn 
Nov. 22—at Kansas City 12:00 Dent, Burnell - Tulane 

Nov. 29—at Chicago....... 12:00 tDorsey, John - Connecticut 
Dec. 6—SAN FRANCISCO... 12:00 Ellerson, Gary 7 Wisconsin 


6 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6- 
6 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
5. 
5 
5 


1 
Dec. 13—MINNESOTA at Milwaukee... 12:00 TEllis, Gerry -11 Missouri 
Dec. 19—at New York Giants (Sat.) H Epps, Phillip -10 Texas Christian 
Dec. 27—at New Orleans Feasel, Greg - Abilene Christian 
Fusing) eek ~ Penn State 
reene, Tiger - Western Carolina 
1986 RESULTS— (4-12) Greenwood, David - Wisconsin 
Packers Opp. Att. Hallstrom, Ron = lowa 
ES HOUSE GINS scsarvssiats cosrcssuessvsaoyteede 31 (H) 54,045 Harris, Tim 7 Memphis State 
10 New Orleans.. . 24 (A) 46,383 Humphrey, Donnie = Auburn 
12 Chicago... eon CH)! 55/527 Ivery, Eddie Lee - Georgia Tech 
7 Minnesota. . 42 (A) 60,478 Johnson, Ezra - 1 10- Morris Brown 
28 Cincinnati... .. 34 (H) 51,230 Kaplan, Ken New Hampshire 
14 Detroit...... . 21 (H) 52,290 tLee, Mark s Washington 
17 Cleveland... . 14 (A) 76,438 Leopold, Bobby = 1 Notre Dame 


Texas A&M 
Livingston 
Fresno State 


r 
NE BRR OUB OR OR RRR BOWUNN SEN RP BROWUTWOH SHH HR HH HOBROWHNOWFWSE 


17 San Francisco... 
3 Pittsburgh... 
7 Washington... 


. 31 (H) 50,557 Lewis, Mark 

. 27 (A) 52,831 Martin, Charles 

.» 16 (H) 47,728 Moffitt, Mike 
7 


~ 
PENNE NUWWOWWHAYUNTWONMWHOTWNHDBWEOWHOBNSTWWUNUDAWSNANUNNS BWOWAIN 
PRHONMUOOBWNIDOUOWHONSODW 


PADRE DAAPRPAAAAD HARA AAEHRAEAAHAARDADHHAADHAADAAD 


31 Tampa Bay es (H) 48,217 Moran, Rich = San Diego State 
10 Chicago . 12 (A) 59,291 Murphy, Mark = West Liberty 
44 Detroit . 40 (A) 61,199 Neville, Tom nN Fresno State 
6 Minnesota . 32 (H) 47,637 Noble, Brian Arizona State 
21 Tampa Bay . 7 (A) 30,099 Renner, Bill S Virginia Tech 
24 N.Y. Giants... . 55 (A) 71,351 Ross, Dan = ; Northeastern 
a oa Ken - ~ Southern California 
cott, Randy - Alabama 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Shield, Joe - Trinity College 
Round and Player Position College tSimmons, John -11 Southern Methodist 
1. FULLWOOD, Brent RB Auburn Sowell, Robert -11 Howard 
2. Choice to Atlanta Stanley, Walter = Mesa College 
2. HOLLAND, Johnny LB Texas A&M fStills, Ken -10 Wisconsin 
from Atlanta Swanke, Karl - Boston College 
3. CROSTON, Dave T Iowa Thomas, Ben Auburn 
3, STEPHEN, Scott LB Arizona State tUecker, Keith : Auburn 
from Atlanta Veingrad, Alan - East Texas State 
3. NEAL, Frankie WR Ft. Hays (Kan.) Verser, David < Kansas 1a 
from L.A. Raiders Watts, Elbert = Southern California 
4. FREEMAN, Lorenzo DT Pittsburgh Weddington, Mike if Oklahoma 
5. Choice to San Diego West, Ed = Auburn 
6. MARSHALL, Willie WR Temple tWright, Randy ; Wisconsin 
7. LEIKER, Tony DT Stanford *Boyarsky played 10 games with Bills, 2 with Packers in ‘86; Kaplan last active with Buccaneers in 
7. SMITH, Bill P Mississippi ‘85; Murphy and Uecker missed ‘86 season due to injury; Simmons played 10 games with Bengals, 6 with 
from Cleveland Packers in ‘86; Sowell last active with Dolphins in ‘85; Thomas played 4 games with Patriots, 9 with 
8. DROST, Jeff OT Iowa Packers in ‘86; Verser last active with Buccaneers in ‘85. 
9. HARRIS, Gregg G Wake Forest tOption playout; subject to developments. 
10. MAJKOWSKI, Don QB Virginia Also played with Packers in ‘86—WR Nolan Franz (1 game), WR James Lofton (15), WR Phil 
ahh SCOTT, Patrick WR_ Grambling McConkey (4), G Ruben Mendoza (6), QB Vince Ferragamo (3), DE Kurt Ploeger (1), FS Tom Flynn (7), 
12. Choice to Seattle DB Gary Hayes (10), DE Matt Koart (6), DB Tim Lewis (3), LB Jeff Schuh (12), DB John Sullivan (6), 
12. JEFFERSON, Norman DB Louisiana St. LB Miles Turpin (1). 


from N.Y. Giants 
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New-look Buccaneers hope Testaverde 
can get them off to a fresh start 


By NATHAN HUANG 


f ever a National Football League 
team needed a new start, the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers do. And 
these Bucs are so new, you might 
not recognize them. 

There is a new head coach and vice 
president of football operations, Ray Per- 
kins. He’s bringing a new staff of 12 assis- 
tant coaches, the most in team history. 
Then comes the celebrated new franchise 
quarterback, Vinny Testaverde. And 
those 19 other new, young faces are the 
other 1987 draft picks. 

Among all this newness, however, one 
question remains: Can the Bucs avoid the 
same old sorry results? 

Tampa Bay had its second successive 
2-14 season in 1986, which led to the firing 
of second-year Coach Leeman Bennett. 
The Bucs have the NFL’s poorest record 
over the past four seasons, 12-52. 

But there’s more bad news. The Bucs 
had the NFL’s worst defense and second- 
worst offense in 1986. This may be the big- 
gest reconstruction job since the after- 
math of the North’s rout of the South in 
the Civil War. 

“What’s past is past,” Perkins said. “We 
know we have a big job ahead of us. I 
don’t believe in timetables; timetables are 
excuses for losing. 

“I can assure you, we will win. When, I 
don’t know. I’m not a miracle worker. I 
don’t want the fans to think so. We want to 
win every game we play. But I am a real- 
ist, and I know it will take some time.” 

Perkins, hired away from the Universi- 
ty of Alabama, already has started heavy 
construction in Tampa. Testaverde, the 
1986 Heisman Trophy winner from the 
University of Miami, was signed to a six- 
year, $8.2-million contract April 3 and was 
working out with the Bucs even before the 
draft. 

Perkins dealt away three 1986 starters 
in separate trades for additional spots in 
the draft: quarterback Steve Young went 
to the San Francisco 49ers for second- 
and fourth-round picks; offensive guard 
Sean Farrell was sent to the New England 
Patriots for three picks, and linebacker 
Keith Browner became a 49er for one 
1988 pick. 

Those trades gave Tampa Bay 20 
choices in the 1987 draft, a record since 
the NFL went to a 12-round format in 
1977. 

Excitement has replaced apathy in 
Tampa Bay and the primary reason is 
Testaverde, the 6-foot-5, 220-pound quar- 
terback sensation. Succeeding Bernie 
Kosar at Miami, Testaverde completed 61 
percent of his passes for 3,238 yards in 
1985 and then 63 percent for 2,557 yards in 
1986 despite missing the final game. 

Perkins has tried to temper expecta- 
tions, pointing out that Testaverde is a 
mere babe in the NFL. He has refused to 


speculate on when Testaverde will take 
over for Steve DeBerg, the 10-year veter- 
an expected to start the season. But Per- 
kins did say that Testaverde should make 
a quicker transition than Phil Simms, Per- 
kins’ quarterback when he coached the 
New York Giants. Simms became a start- 
er in the sixth game of his rookie season 
in 1979. 

Testaverde realizes he represents the 
franchise’s future, but he isn’t sure that 
the future — meaning championships or 
even a winning record — is now. 

“Everybody’s talking about one player 
turning it around, but that’s not going to 
happen,” Testaverde said. 

“I know it’s going to take a lot of hard 
work to take a giant step forward — to 
winning. It’s going to take a team effort, 
and that’s what we're going to strive for.” 

There may not be a quarterback alive 
who could have led a team to the playoffs 
with Tampa Bay’s defense a year ago. 
The Bucs ranked last in the league 
against the run, 24th against the pass and 
they surrendered 473 points, the most in 
team history. 

The pass rush was pathetic, producing 
a league-low 19 sacks. Right defensive end 
Ron Holmes, the No. 1 pick in 1985, has 
yet to assert himself. He had 2.5 sacks and 
was hobbled for several weeks with a 
knee injury. David Logan, the starting 
nose tackle since 1980, had 60 tackles and 
two sacks, his lowest totals since he had 
one tackle as a rookie substitute in 1979. 
John Cannon started at left defensive end, 
but he missed seven games with a stress 
fracture in his lower leg. 

Perkins did not find the dominating de- 
fensive lineman he sought in the draft. 
The Bucs chose four linemen but none 
earlier than the seventh round. Nose tack- 
les Curt Jarvis of Alabama (Round 7) and 
Stan Mataele of Arizona (Round 8) both 
weigh more than 270 pounds, consider- 
ably more than the 250-pound Logan, and 
could win a starting job. 

Tampa Bay also drafted speed for its 
oe ee ee Se 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Mark Carrier (R), Gerald Carter. 
TE—Calvin Magee. 
T—Rob Taylor, Ron Heller. 
G—George Yarno, Rick Mallory. 
C—Randy Grimes. 
QB—Steve DeBerg. 
RB—James Wilder, Nathan Wonsley. 
DEFENSE 
E—John Cannon, Ron Holmes. 
NT—David Logan. 
OLB—Jackie Walker, Chris Washington. 
ILB—Jeff Davis, Scot Brantley. 
CB—Vito McKeever, Rod Jones. 
S—Craig Swoope, Craig Curry. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—D. Igwebuike. P—Frank Garcia. 
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young secondary, which grabbed only 
eight of the team’s 13 interceptions, Wash- 
ington State’s Ricky Reynolds, selected in 
the second round, blankets receivers and 
can hit the line to defense against the run. 
Perkins said he believes Reynolds can 
play either cornerback or safety. 

Bucs cornerback Rod Jones, a No. 1 
pick in 1986, needs to improve on the one 
interception he made last season. Craig 
Swoope and Kevin Walker had impressive 
games as rookies at the safety positions, 
while Vito McKeever, formerly of the 
United States Football League, led the 
team with three interceptions as the start- 
ing left cornerback in the last eight 
games. 

Despite Perkins’ contention that line- 
backer is the team’s strongest position, 
the Bucs used two early draft picks for the 
University of Miami’s Winston Moss 
(Round 2) and Penn State’s Don Graham 
(Round 4). The moves could signal an at- 
tempt to remedy the defensive line woes. 
Jackie Walker, a 6-foot-5, 245-pound line- 
backer as a rookie in 1986, could become 
a lineman by adding 20 pounds. Kevin 
Murphy, another second-year linebacker, 
is likely to fill Browner’s outside spot. In- 
side linebackers Jeff Davis and Scot 
Brantley finished one-two on the team in 
tackles, while Chris Washington, starting 
opposite Browner as the other outside 
linebacker, finished third. 

On offense, the Bucs used the draft to 
address their most obvious weakness — a 
lack of speed at wide receiver and run- 
ning back. 

Don Smith, an option quarterback at 
Mississippi State, was drafted in the sec- 
ond round as a running back. Smith has 
4.5 speed in the 40, rushed for 740 yards as 
a senior and was the South’s offensive 
most valuable player in the Senior Bowl 
as a halfback. James Wilder, Tampa Bay’s 
workhorse runner, missed four games 
with injuries in 1986 but gained 704 yards, 
down from 1,300 in 1985. The future of 
Nathan Wonsley, last season’s rookie sen- 
sation, remains questionable due to the 
broken neck he suffered against the Chi- 
cago Bears in the tenth game. 

Opening holes on the line are two solid 
performers, right tackle Ron Heller and 
center Randy Grimes. With Farrell gone, 
George Yarno and Rick Mallory will work 
as guards while Marvin Powell, Rob Tay- 
lor and 300-pounder J.D. Maarleveld com- 
pete for the left tackle slot. 

Wide receiver Mark Carrier could be 
the best thing that has happened to Testa- 
verde. Carrier, 6-foot and 182 pounds, was 
a third-round pick and has run 40 yards in 
4.25 seconds. He was a Division I-AA All- 
America at Nicholls (La.) State in 1986, 
catching 63 passes for 1,211 yards and 17 
TDs. Tampa Bay’s longest pass play in 
1986 was 46 yards to veteran receiver 
Gerald Carter (42 catches, 640 yards). 
Tight end Calvin Magee led the team in 


receptions with 45. 

“You need to have speed to allow you to 
do things,” Perkins said. “If you can’t put 
pressure on the defense, you can’t do 
things. We’re getting speed where we 
need some speed. 

“You're looking for the innate ability to 
run by people and catch the ball. Now 
we'll find out if they can play.” 

And if they can, there might be another 
new look to the Bucs this year — a re- 
spectable record. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—ATLANTA 
Sept.20—at Chicago.. 
Sept.27—GREEN BAY... 
Oct. 4—at Detroit... 
Oct. 11—SAN DIEGO... 
Oct. 18—at Minnesota.. 
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Oct. 25—CHICAGO........ 1:00 Tampa Bay running back James Wilder. Bu! 
Noy. Tayeercen Bay at Milwaukee.. ate 
ov. 8—at St. Louis........ , 
Nov. 15—MINNESOTA.... 1:00 1987 VETERAN ROSTER TT 
Nov. 22—SAN FRANCISCO.. 1:00 
Nov. 29—at Los Angeles Rams. 1:00 NFL a 
Dec. 6—at New Orleans...... 3:00 i Exp. Birthdate College 
Dec. 13—DETROIT.... 4:00 +Bell, Jerry 6 Arizona State 
Dec. 20—ST. LOUIS. 4:00 8 Bligen, Dennis 4 St. John’s 
Dec. 27—at Indianapolis ... : Boatner, Mack 2 Southeast Louisiana 
1986 RESULTS—(2-14 Heat doh es 3 Wwitan & M S| 
at Da annon, John - illiam ary 
Buccaneers ( ) Att Carter, Gerald 6-1 8 Texas A&M 
. PP. ; Castille, Jeremiah 5-10 5 Alabama © 
7 San Francisco 31 (H) 50,780 +Curry, Craig 6-1 4 Tavae 
SRitaiiiseiaes +Davis, Jeff 6-0 6 Clemson 
23 (H) 38.950 DeBerg, Steve 6-3 1 San Jose State 
56 (A) 50/585 Dunn, K.D. 6-3 3 Clemson 
a eee Easmon, Ricky 5-10 3 Florida G2) 
New Orleans 38 (A) 43,355 Faulkner, Chris 6-4 3 Florida 
ee . ‘ Franklin, Pat 6-1 2 Southwest Texas State 
20 Kansas City... 27 (A) 36,230 Freenian:Phil 3 Neizonal 
gla ee te aaiege Futrell, Bobby 2 Elizabeth City State = 
(A) 48.217 tGarcia, Frank 5 Arizona 
(H) 30.029 Gillespie, Willie 2 Tenn.-Chattanooga 
one (A) 56.235 4 Gonzalez, Leon 2 Bethune-Cookman 
(A) 52.746 Goode, Conrad 3 Missouri a 
eee (H) 30/099 Grimes, Randy 5 Baylor 
(A) 23.957 Harris, Leonard 2 Texas Tech 
u ee A peel (0.) State ¢ 
eller, Ron enn State 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Holmes, Ron 3 Washington a. 
Round and Player Position College Howard, Bobby 2 Indiana 
i a Oe bd) dpe agen 2 Southern Methodist 
. Choice to Buffalo es, Rod 0 
2, ns Ric) ; DB Washington St. kone ouky c pines ta = 
troit t! 1, 
Mellie’ & Buffalo tKeys, Tyrone 5 Mississippi State C= § 
2. MOSS, mote LB Miami (Fla.) eee Gh Z Re eind 
rom San Francisco , JU. . eE 
2. Smit Ros Tera RB Mississippi St. mene a ae 
rom New Englan ' ; ¥ 
3. CARRIER, Mark R_ Nicholls State McKeever, Vito 2 Florida 
4. GRAHAM, Don a aa State NUD sev z SR aNOnE j 
mM: age m a Nichols, Ricky 2 East Carolina 
4. HILL, Bruce “ha WR Arizona State Teowel Naat 2 coun California 
5. Choice to ‘New England Robinson, Greg 2 Sacramento State 
5. ROLLING, Heir ; LB Nevada-Reno me a via Z Lt eee 
5. MAYES, Tony ——«DB._Kentucky Turk, Dan 6-4 2 Wisconsin 
from Washington Walker, Jackie 6-5 2 Jackson State 
6. Choice to Pittsburgh Walker, Kevin 5-1 2 East Carolina 
6. BePtAeG: ate RB Colorado State eine aust mae r es 
rf Pah Cue NT Alabama +Washington, Chris 6-4 4 Iowa State — J 
7. SWAYNE, Harry DE Rutgers Wilder, James 6-3 if Missouri <x 
from New England Williams, David 6-3 2 Illinois 
8. Choice to N.Y. Jets Wonsley, Nathan 5-10 2 Mississippi oc 
8. MATAELE, Stan NT Arizona Yarno, George 6-2 8 Washington State - 
from Indianapolis “Bligen played 4 games with Jets, 1 with Buccaneers in ‘86; Faulkner last active with Chargers in z 
9. ARMENTROUT, Joe RB Wisconsin ‘85; Gonzalez last active with Cowboys in ‘85; Goode last active with Giants in ‘85; Kemp played 16 TT 
9. DAVIS, Greg P The Citadel ames with Bengals in ‘86; Nichols last active with Colts in ‘85; Turk played 16 games with Steelers in 
from New England 86; Walker last active with Cardinals in ‘84; Walls last active with Oilers in ‘85. oO 
10. SIMMONDS, Mike G Indiana State Option playout; subject to developments. 
11. TAYLOR, Reggie RB Cincinnati Also played with Buccaneers in ‘86—RB Greg Allen (2 games), LB Keith Browner (15), G Sean (®) 
12. COOPER, Scott DT Kearney State Farrell (16), TE Jimmie Giles (7), WR Kevin House (7), NT Karl Morgan (12), TE Jeff Spek (2), RB Ron Te 
12. SHULA, Mike QB Alabama Springs (12), DB Ivory Sully (16), QB Steve Young (14). a 


from St. Louis 


85 


The Sporting News 1987 Pro Football Yearbook * 


NFC CENTRAL 


ah 
Fa 
2 
oll 
E 
‘e)] 
es 
j= 
bl 
a 


NFC CENTRAL 


Nobody knows what to expect 


By TOM KOWALSKI 


trengths and weaknesses. 
Every football team has 
them. Every team except the 
Detroit Lions. A strength or 
weakness comes from a 
known factor and all the Lions have are 
unknown factors. 

Offensively, defensively and on special 
teams, no one knows what to expect. Not 
even Darryl Rogers. 

He’s the guy who has put this team to- 
gether, having replaced half of the start- 
ers since taking over as head coach 214 
years ago. This is his creation, and even 
he is a little anxious to see what kind of 
monster he’s built. 

“Yes, we have some question marks,” 
said Rogers. ‘“‘But we needed some 
changes to be moving forward. Changes 
always bring question marks and there’s 
nothing wrong with that—as long as it’s 
done properly.” 

Offensively, the Lions’ fortunes will be 
in the youthful grasp of second-year quar- 
terback Chuck Long, who played in just 
three games late in the 1986 season. His 
first NFL pass went for a 34-yard touch- 
down, 

The Lions plan on playing Long exten- 
sively through the preseason to get him 
ready for the regular season. Rogers said 
it’s possible Long will play every down. 

“As long as we keep improving the 
players around him, Chuck Long will get 
better,” said Rogers. “I’ve got a better 
feeling about Chuck than any quarterback 
I’ve had, college or pro. 

“In the past, he’s been successful, he’s 
been a good leader and he’s been an accu- 
rate passer. If he continues to do those 
things, he’ll be a successful quarterback 
in the NFL.” 

And that’s what Long is planning on. 

“It’s my responsibility to get us to the 
playoffs,” said Long. “Hey, it’s going to be 
tough. We were 5-11 last year, but we’re a 
fairly young team. 

“We lost a lot of close ones last year. 
We've got to turn it around and get some 
of those breaks going our way. We’ve got 
to execute better and we need a little 
luck.” 

The latter is an ingredient Long may be 
able to supply. Throughout his college ca- 
reer and his first NFL season, he couldn't 
be described as a luckless quarterback. 

“T like to think luck’s been on my side,” 
he said. “Things have worked out for me. 
When you have confidence in yourself, 
you can make things happen.” 

The backfield behind Long is a two-part 
mystery. Fullback James Jones started 
strong last year, but his finish was much 
less than spectacular. Rookie Garry 
James struggled early, then reeled off 
several explosive runs. Both backs must 
be more consistent, but will they be? 

Wide receiver is a weak position with 
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from Detroit’s ‘unknown’ Lions 


Fullback James Jones will be looking for more consistency in 1987. 


the exception of Jeff Chadwick, who bene- 
fitted greatly by the midseason acquistion 
of tight end Jimmie Giles. Free safeties no 
longer can cheat to Chadwick’s side. 

The Lions will be banking on two un- 
known factors here, and the early indica- 
tions were good. First, Mark Nichols ap- 
peared fully recovered from knee surgery 
following the 1985 season. Secondly, 10th- 
round draft pick Raynard Brown of South 
Carolina could be a gem. In the 40-yard 
dash at the Lions’ mini-camp in early 
May, he was clocked in 4.23 seconds by 
the scouts and in 4.15 by the computer. 

“He's the fastest athlete I’ve ever been 
associated with ... and that includes 
(Olympic gold medalist) Ron Brown,” said 
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1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
WR—Jeff Chadwick, Carl Bland. 
TE—Jimmie Giles. 


T—Lomas Brown, Rich Strenger. 
G—Harvey Salem, Keith Dorney. 
C— Steve Mott. 

QB—Chuck Long. 

RB—Garry James. 

FB—James Jones. 


DEFENSE 
E—Reggie Rogers (R), Keith Ferguson. 
NT—Eric Williams. 
OLB—Jimmy Williams, Mike Cofer. 
ILB—James Harrell, Vernon Maxwell. 
CB—Duane Galloway, Bruce McNorton. 
S—William Graham, Devon Mitchell. 


SPECIALISTS 
K—Ed Murray. P—Jim Arnold. 
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Rogers. “He can catch the ball. Most of 
the time, you’ve got track guys playing 
football. This is a football player who runs 
track.” 

So how could a guy with all those quali- 
ties sit by the telephone until the 10th 
round? 

“He was a halfback who was moved to 
slot back in the run-and-shoot offense (at 
South Carolina),” Rogers said. “Changing 
positions doesn’t always help (a player get 
drafted).” 

The offensive line could be excellent 
except for one thing—health. That’s like 
saying Lizzie Borden had a minor charac- 
ter flaw. The only two starters who 
haven’t shown a propensity to get hurt are 
left guard Harvey Salem and left tackle 
Lomas Brown, who, after just two seasons, 
could be a Pro Bowl candidate. 

Right guard Keith Dorney has a degen- 
erative knee condition, but he'll play—and 
probably play well—until they drag him 
off the field. The Lions need improved 
play out of right tackle Rich Strenger and 
center Steve Mott, who has had to play 
injured the last couple of years. 

For the Lions to be effective offensive- 
ly, the guys up front must be healthy. 
Based on previous years, that stipulation 
is based more on hope than certainty. 

The Lions face similar uncertainty on 
defense. Can the defensive linemen draft- 
ed last April come on quickly enough to 
make an impact? Will the outside line- 
backers finally fulfill their potential? Will 
the smallish inside linebackers continue 
to play over their heads? Can the elevated 
play of the safeties overcome the inade- 
quacies of the cornerbacks? 


Again, there are no strengths and 
weaknesses—just questions. 

The Lions could go into the season with 
two rookies on the defensive line—No. 1 
draft pick Reggie Rogers of Washington 
at left end and third-round pick Jerry Ball 
of SMU at nose tackle. If Ball wins that 
job, Eric Williams likely would move to 
left end, his more natural position, and 
Rogers would switch to the right side. 

William Gay, who started at right end 
last season, may not return because of a 
neck injury. Gay reported to mini-camp, 
but did not participate in any drills. 

“I guess we’ll have to wait and see,” 
said Gay. “But I feel fine. Everything’s 
going to be all right.” 

The Lions will still be hurting at inside 
linebacker because of a lack of size. 
They’ll be better on the outside if Mike 
Cofer continues to improve and Jimmy 
Williams maintains his excellence. 

The Lions didn’t get the cornerback 
they desperately needed in the draft, but 
they did get Michigan defensive back Gar- 
land Rivers in the fourth round. Rivers 
will contend with incumbent Demetrious 
Johnson and William Graham for the 
strong safety position. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at Minnesota. ..........cccsscsscseeseeseseseees 
Sept.20—at Los Angeles Raiders .. 2 
Sept.27—CHICAGO 
Oct. 4—TAMPA BAY... 
Oct. 11—at Green Bay... 
Oct. 18—SEATTLE........ 
Oct. 25—GREEN BAY 
Nov. 1—at Denver.... 
Nov. 8—DALLAG...... 
Nov. 15—at Washington. 
Nov. 22—at ChICAgO.......secsecsseseeseenes 
Nov. 26—KANSAS CITY (Thanksgiving) . 
Dec. 6—LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Dec. 13—at Tampa Bay.......... 
Dec. 20—MINNESOTA.. #0 
Dec, 27—at Atlant ........sccsescssssscssessessessnsssneees 


1986 RESULTS—(5-11) 


Lions Opp. Att. 
U3 WIM CSOLA ceescasccssasssrecseaiscessenss 10 (A) 54,851 
7 Dallas......... . 31 (H) 73,812 
20 Tampa Bay... . 24 (H) 38,453 
21 Cleveland... . 24 (A) 72,029 
24 Houston..... . 13 (H) 41,960 
21 Green Bay. . 14 (A) 52,290 
10 L.A. Rams. . 14 (A) 50,992 
7 Chicago ..... 13 (A) 62,064 
17 Cincinnati... . 24 (H) 52,423 
10 Minnesota. . 24 (H) 53,725 
13 Philadelphia... 11 (A) 54,568 
38 Tampa Bay... . 17 (A) 30,029 
40 Green Bay..... . 44 (H) 61,199 
17 Pittsburgh. . 27 (A) 45,042 
13 Chicago ..... . 16 (H) 75,602 
G AAMAS otsnssusiscscmancnceen 20 (H) 35,255 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 


1. ROGERS, Reggie DE Washington 
2. Choice to Tampa Bay 
through Houston & Buffalo 

3. BALL, Jerry NT SMU 

4. RIVERS, Garland DB Michigan 

5. Choice to Seattle 

6. LOCKETT, Danny LB Arizona 

7. SALEAUMUA, Dan DT Arizona State 

8. GIBSON, Dennis LB Iowa State 

9. CALHOUN, Rick RB Fullerton St. 
10. BROWN, Raynard WR South Carolina 
11. SIVERLING, Brian TE Penn State 
12. LEE, Gary WR Georgia Tech 


No. 
6 
68 


Detroit Lions quarterback Chuck Long. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


Name Deeewat: 
Arnold, Jim 211 
Baack, Steve 265 
Barrows, Scott 278 
Bland, Carl 
TBostic, John 
+Brown, Arnold 
Brown, Lomas 
Butcher, Paul 
tChadwick, Jeff 
+Cofer, Michael 
D’Addio, Dave 
Dorney, Keith 
Drake, Joe 
Elder, Donnie 
Erxleben, Russell 
Evans, Leon 
Ferguson, Joe 
Ferguson, Keith 
tGalloway, Duane 
Gay, William 
tGiles, Jimmie 
Glover, Kevin 
Graham, William 
Green, Curtis 
Griffin, James 
tHarrell, James 
Hill, Rod 
THipple, Eric 
Hunter, Herman 
Jacobs, David 
James, Garry 
Johnson, Demetrious 
Johnson, James 
Jones, James 
Kenney, Steve 
King, Angelo 
Lewis, David 
Long, Chuck 
Mandley, Pete 
tMaxwell, Vernon 
tMcNorton, Bruce 
Mitchell, Devon 
Moore, Alvin 
Mott, Steve 
Murray, Eddie 
Nichols, Mark 
tRobinson, Shelton 
Rubick, Rob 
tSalem, Harvey 
Sanders, Eric 
Smith, Ricky 
Strenger, Rich 
tThompson, Leonard 
Watkins, Bobby 
tWilliams, Eric 
Williams, Jimmy 
Williams, Scott 


NFL 
Exp. Birthdate 
5 1-31-61 


College 
Vanderbilt 
Oregon 
West Virginia 
Virginia Union 
Bethune-Cookman 
North Carolina Central 
Florida 
Wayne State 
Grand Valley State 
Tennessee 
Maryland 
Penn State 
Arizona 
Memphis State 
Texas 
Miami (Fla.) 
Arkansas 
Ohio State 
Arizona State 
Southern California 
Alcorn State 
Maryland 
Texas 
Alabama State 
Middle Tennessee State 
Florida 
Kentucky State 
Utah State 
Tennessee State 
Syracuse 
Louisiana State 
Missouri 
San Diego State 
Florida 
Clemson 
South Carolina State 
California 
Towa 
Northern Arizona 
Arizona State 
Georgetown (Ky.) 
Towa 
Arizona State 
Alabama 
Tulane 
San Jose State 
North Carolina 
Grand Valley State 
California 
Nevada-Reno 
Alabama State 
Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Southwest Texas State 
Washington State 
Nebraska 
Georgia 
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11-15-60 
7-21-62 


*D‘Addio last active with Lions in ‘84; Drake last active with Eagles in ‘85; Erxleben last active with 
Saints in ‘83; A. Brown and Nichols missed ‘86 season due to injury; Elder played 9 games with Steelers, 
3 with Lions in ‘86; Giles played 7 games with Buccaneers, 9 with Lions in ‘86; Hill played 6 games with 
Bills, 3 with Lions in ‘86; Jacobs last active with New Jersey-USFL in ‘83, last active in NFL with Browns 
in ‘81; Salem played 1 game with Oilers, 13 with Lions in ‘86; Sanders played 8 games with Falcons, 3 
with Lions in ‘86; Smith last active with Redskins in ‘84. 2 


tOption playout; subject to developments. 


Also played with Lions in ‘86—LB August Curley (4 games), G Chris Dieterich (3), RB/KR Oscar 
Smith (2), G/C Tom Turnure (13), P Mike Black (9). 
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NFC West foes take turns 
playing musical quarterbacks 


By FRANK COONEY 


he future of the National Con- 
ference’s Western Division 
may have taken a dramatic 
turn on September 15, 1986. 
That’s when San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Joe Montana under- 
went back surgery for a ruptured disc. It 
set the stage for a series of acts which 
may have an impact on the division in 
1987 and, perhaps, for the next decade. 

The key teams, as usual, are the 49ers 
and Los Angeles Rams. The two should 
battle for the division crown once again, 
while the New Orleans Saints keep im- 
proving and the Atlanta Falcons try to 
make it through an entire season without 
changing their coach and quarterback. 

Now back to September 15. The 49ers 
were not sure if or when Montana would 
return to action, and opened serious trade 
discussions with the Houston Oilers about 
their unsigned first-round pick, quarter- 
back Jim Everett. Three days later, a deal 
was made. Everett was traded to the Los 
Angeles Rams. 

A coincidence? Maybe. But the Rams, 
who had enough problems with their own 
quarterbacks and even more with 49ers 
quarterbacks, surely didn’t want to face 
Everett for the next 10 years. 

So it was the Rams, with Coach John 
Robinson’s run-dimensional offense, final- 
ly ending their perennial quarterback 
controversy. For the first time in memo- 
ry, the Rams enter a season with one 
quarterback as the undisputed first string- 
er. 

Then Robinson hired former San Diego 
offensive coordinator Ernie Zampese 
after the ’86 season to “create the en- 
vironment” for an offense that passes the 
ball almost as much as it hands it to Eric 
Dickerson. 

But, even if Zampese can harness all 
that firepower, don’t expect the Rams to 
run (and pass) away with the division ti- 
tile. In fact, don’t be surprised if the 49ers 
once again edge the Rams for first place 
despite the fact San Francisco is in transi- 
tion at several positions, maybe even 
quarterback. 

Montana did make a near-incredible 
comeback eight weeks after surgery, of 
course, And, for the most part, he per- 
formed at the level which helped him win 
most valuable player honors in Super 
Bowls XVI and XIX. But his durability and 
stamina remained in question, especially 
after he was KO’d by the Giants in the 
playoffs. 

So 49ers Coach Bill Walsh asked Mon- 
tana to add about 10 pounds of bulk for the 
coming season. Walsh also made an addi- 
tion of his own, trading for lefthanded 
quarterback Steve Young. 

During a total of three seasons with the 
Los Angeles Express of the USFL and 
Tampa Bay, Young has not played to the 
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TSN’s Predictions 


FINISH 
4. San Francisco 
2. L. A. Rams 


3. New Orleans 
4. Atlanta 


potential he showed at Brigham Young. 
But Walsh believes that Young, under the 
guidance of his former college quarter- 
back coach, Mike Holmgren, could be ca- 
pable of greatness once again. That belief 
is so strong that Walsh said Young could 
be ready to step in as the 49ers’ starting 
quarterback in about three seasons. 

To emphasize that, the 49ers traded Jeff 
Kemp, their proven backup quarterback, 
to Seattle. Montana insists, of course, that 
he will be as strong as ever this season 
and should be the starter for another five 
or six years. Nevertheless, Young is only 
one play, rather than three seasons, away 
from becoming the 49ers’ No. 1 quarter- 
back. 

So, the Rams and 49ers enter this sea- 
son in a bit of a role reversal, with San 
Francisco, not Los Angeles, setting the 
scene for a possible quarterback contro- 
versy. Despite the attention to the al- 
mighty quarterback position, the Western 
Division title will probably be decided by 
defense. 

The Rams defense is outstanding, but 
it’s still based on disciplined zones, the 
type the 49ers chew apart no matter who 
is at quarterback. The 49ers, under coor- 
dinator George Seifert, play a versatile, 
aggressive defense that comes up with 
more big plays—as evidenced by a 
league-leading 35 interceptions, including 
five returned for touchdowns, in 1986. 

And that’s why the 49ers should be 
slight favorites in the race, despite the 
fact the Rams are finally ready to enter 
the passing world... or maybe because of 
it. 

In 1986, the Saints showed they had 
more than the Benson Boogie (Owner 
Tom Benson’s sideline strut after a vic- 
tory) to brag about. Coach Jim Mora 
shook up the roster until it shook up the 
rest of the division, beating every other 
team for the first time since 1979. 

Halfback Rueben Mayes livened up the 
offense with 1,353 yards rushing last year, 
but the Saints enter the ’87 season con- 
cerned about their passing game. 

Quarterback Bobby Hebert, who should 
be a local favorite since he’s a true Cajun, 
was not impressive as a starter in the first 
three games last year before suffering a 
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COMMENT 


Could be problems at wide receiver if Dwight Clark’s knee 
doesn’t hold up. Youth will begin to take over offensive line. 


Rapid advancement of quarterback Jim Everett makes the Rams 
doubly tough, but front office has to sign receiver Henry Ellard 


A team on the rise, the only uncertainty is at quarterback and 
wide receiver. Defense is capable of hurting people 
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Only question is how soon rookie quarterback Chris Miller will be 
in the lineup. Most are betting it won‘t be long. 


broken foot. Then Dave Wilson stepped in 
and made the least of the opportunity—17 
interceptions and 10 touchdowns. 

Unless somebody else shows up, Wilson 
is expected to keep the job this year be- 
cause Mora liked the way he held his 
ground against the pass rush. 


In Atlanta, they finally figured out how 
to fill Fulton County Stadium—invite all 
the people who were candidates for the 
Falcons’ coaching job. 

After believing they had Dick Vermeil, 
then Terry Donahue, and hoping for 
David Shula and maybe even Bill Par- 
cells, the Falcons finally found the man to 
replace Dan Henning. He was hiding in 
their own coaching staff—Marion Camp- 
bell. That’s right, the same Marion Camp- 
bell who was fired as coach by the Fal- 
cons in 1976 and by Philadelphia in ’85. 
The very same man who was signed to a 
five-year contract last year as defensive 
coordinator while Henning was sitting on 
a one-year deal. 

The Falcons got off to a 5-1 start in '86, 
thanks mostly to Campbell’s revamped 
defense. But a lack of new offensive talent 
—especially at quarterback—finally 
caught up with them, and they eventually 
plummeted to 7-8-1. 

While the Falcons’ total defense rocket- 
ed from 25th in the league in 1985 to sev- 
enth last year, the offense continued to 
flounder, finishing 25th in passing and 
17th in total offense despite a strong run- 
ning attack. 

To remedy this, Campbell enlisted pass- 
oriented offensive coordinator Rod Dow- 
hower and drafted Oregon quarterback 
Chris Miller with the first-round pick. Mil- 
ler should challenge incumbent David Ar- 
cher for the starting job. Clemson running 
back Kenny Flowers, the second-round 
choice, could be paired with veteran 
Gerald Riggs as the Falcons contemplate 
returning to a two-back setup. 

So, from coach to quarterback, the Fal- 
cons are beginning to put the pieces to- 
gether. But this puzzle still has too many 
loose pieces to fit into the picture as a 
contender in the division. 


Frank Cooney covers the San Francisco 49ers for 
the San Francisco Examiner. 


Concerned 49ers make offense 
their top off-season priority 


By IRA MILLER 


hen last we saw the San 

Francisco 49ers, they 

were getting bombed, 

49-3, by the New York 

Giants in the NFC play- 
offs last January. During the off-season, it 
became obvious that Coach Bill Walsh 
was more concerned about the 3 than the 
49. 

The 49ers are concentrating their re- 
building program on offense because 
seven of last year’s 11 starters are 30 or 
older. They traded for a future quarter- 
back, Steve Young, and drafted with the 
intention of getting more youth into the 
offense. Six of their 10 draft choices last 
April were offensive players. 

The offensive line, with the exception of 
left tackle Bubba Paris, a second-round 
draft pick in 1982, has been together since 
the late 1970s. Last season, it was the old- 
est starting unit in the league. 

“We won two world championships 
with our offensive line, and we’re proud of 
them,” Walsh said. “But we’ve got to get 
people in position to replace them.” 

Walsh also worries about how much 
longer quarterback Joe Montana will play 
and how efficient he’ll be. Montana, 31, 
took a physical pounding during both the 
1984 and ’85 seasons, then had the re- 
nowned back problem which required 
surgery in September 1986. Remarkably, 
he returned after missing only eight 
games, but he was knocked out in the 
playoff game with a concussion. 

Walsh insists publicly that he expects 
Montana to play for three more years, but 
much of the 49ers’ off-season drama re- 
volved around Walsh’s pursuit of Young. 
Although he’s lefthanded, Young is simi- 
lar to Montana in size and agility. Upon 
his arrival in San Francisco, he was given 
a crash course in the offense. 

The future of Dwight Clark, the durable 
and dependable wide receiver, also is in 
doubt. Clark, 30, underwent off-season sur- 
gery twice on a knee that bothered him 
throughout the ’86 season. 

And Terrence Flagler, the second of 
two first-round draft choices, was pen- 
ciled in to replace Joe Cribbs as the start- 
ing halfback. Cribbs, though only 29, is a 
high-mileage back who had little left 
when the 49ers acquired him from Buffalo 
before the ’86 season. 

The phasing-in of new offensive line- 
men may have started last December, 
when quick but undersized Guy McIntyre 
filled in at left guard for John Ayers (34), 
who missed the final two games of the 
regular season and the playoff game be- 
cause of a strained left knee. Walsh ex- 
pects McIntyre to remain the starter, al- 
though he needs to improve his pass 
blocking. 

At the end of last season, the rest of the 
starting line included center Fred Quillan 
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When healthy, Joe Montana is one 
of the most dangerous and produc- 
tive quarterbacks in the business. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

WR—Jerry Rice, Dwight Clark. 

TE—Russ Francis. 

T—Bubba Paris, Keith Fahnhorst. 

G—Guy McIntyre, Randy Cross. 

C—Fred Quillan. 

QB—Joe Montana. 

RB—Roger Craig, Terrence Flagler (R). 
DEFENSE 

E—Manu Tuiasosopo, Dwaine Board. 

NT—Michael Carter. 

OLB—Keena Turner, Milt McColl. 

ILB—Riki Ellison, Jim Fahnhorst. 

CB—Tim McKyer, Don Griffin. 

S—Ronnie Lott, Carlton Williamson. 

SPECIALISTS 
K—Ray Wersching. P—Max Runager. 


(31), right guard Randy Cross (33) and 
right tackle Keith Fahnhorst (35). Offen- 
sive line coach Bobb McKittrick said one 
of the four veteran starters probably 
would not be back this season, 

Rookie Harris Barton, the first offen- 
sive lineman drafted in the first round by 
the 49ers since 1968, is ticketed to be 
Fahnhorst’s replacement, probably by 
1988. Second-round pick Jeff Bregel will 
be groomed as a guard and could step in 
for Cross, who long has been rumored for 
a possible shift to center near the end of 
his career and played there some last sea- 
son. Another possibility is 275-pound tack- 
le Bruce Collie. 

Before all the offensive line moves are 
implemented, however, the 49ers first 
need to get through the ’87 season. That’s 
why Clark’s status is bothersome. Mike 
Wilson, Clark’s long-time backup, may be 
forced into retirement by a neck injury. 
Behind them is John Taylor, a third-round 
draft pick in ’86 who spent his rookie sea- 
son on injured reserve. 

Of course, as long as Jerry Rice is 
healthy, wide receiver will be a position 
of strength. He led the league last season 
with 1,570 yards and 15 touchdowns on 86 
receptions. 

This is expected to be the final season 
for tight end Russ Francis, 34, and a re- 
placement still is not in sight. In Walsh’s 
estimation, backup John Frank, a second- 
round draft choice in 1984, makes too 
many mistakes to play regularly. 

When last season ended, Walsh said 
getting bigger linebackers was a priority. 
To that end, he acquired 250-pound line- 
backer Keith Browner from Tampa Bay 
in the off-season and drafted Bob White, a 
250-pound defensive tackle at Penn State 
who is being moved to inside linebacker. 
But Browner reported overweight and out 
of shape and White is a project. So the 
cast of characters, at least at the outset, 
may not change much. 

At times last season, the 49ers had trou- 
ble stopping the run. Nose tackle Michael 
Carter often was injured. Eagerness often 
caused inside linebacker Riki Ellison to 
overreact. Jim Fahnhorst and Michael 
Walter divided time at the other inside 
linebacker spot, but the 49ers weren’t 
fully satisfied with either one. 

Stongside linebacker Todd Shell may be 
switched to the weak side so Keena Turn- 
er can be rested for duty in the nickel 
alignment. But Shell, who has spent much 
of his previous three seasons on injured 
reserve, must prove he’s durable enough. 

Defensive end Charles Haley was last 
season’s pleasant surprise, leading the 
team with 12 sacks as a rookie. 

The secondary was rebuilt last year 
and didn’t command much attention dur- 
ing the off-season. In his first full season at 
free safety, Ronnie Lott led the NFL with 
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10 interceptions. However, reviews were 
mixed on Tim McKyer and Don Griffin, 
the two rookie cornerbacks. 

McKyer, the more highly touted of the 
two coming into the season, appeared to 
loaf at times and allowed 11 touchdowns, 
including three in the playoff loss to the 
Giants. Griffin was beaten for only three 
touchdowns all season and also ranked 
fifth in the league in punt return average. 

The return of Eric Wright, who missed 
virtually all of last season with a groin in- 
jury, would help this unit. But it’s not 
known whether the two-time Pro Bowl se- 
lection will be ready by the start of the 
season. 

Kicker Ray Wersching, who'll be 37 by 
the start of the season, faces his most seri- 
ous job challenge since joining the 49ers 
in 1977. The 49ers spent a seventh-round 
draft choice on Steve DeLine, who may be 
able to provide the longer kickoffs Walsh 
has desired. @ 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at Pittsburgh..............ccscsscessessseesesees 1:00 
Sept.20—at Cincinnati... aia 
Sept.27—PHILADELPHIA............ 
Oct. 5—at New York Giants (Mon.).. 
Oct. LI—ATLANTA........c..ssssccessees 
Oct. 18—ST. LOUIS...... 
Oct. 25—at New Orleans...... 
Nov. 1—at Los Angeles Rams. 
Nov. 8—HOUSTON.............. 
Nov. 15—NEW ORLEANS. 
Nov. 22—at Tampa Bay... 
Nov. 29—CLEVELAND.. 
Dec. 6—at Green Bay...... 
Dec. 14—CHICAGO (Mon.)... 
Dec. 20—at Atlanta............00 Mer 
Dec. 27—LOS ANGELES RAMS sae 


1986 RESULTS—(10-6-1 


49ers Opp. Att. 
31 Tampa Bay.. 7 50,780 
13 L.A. Rams.... 7m 65,195 
26 New Orleans.. .. 17 (H) 58,297 
31 Mianii........ . 16 (A) 70,264 
35 Indianapolis.. .. 14 (H) 57,252 
24 Minnesota (OT) .- 27 (H) 58,637 
10 Atlanta (OT) .- 10 (A) 55,306 
31 Green Bay..... . 17 (A) 50,557 
10 New Orleans... . 23 (A) 53,234 
43 St. Louis... . 17 (H) 59,172 

6 Washington... . 14 (A) 54,774 
20 Atlanta...... =f 58,747 
17 N.Y. Giants a 59,777 
24 N.Y. Jets... 58,091 
29 New England. 60,787 
24 L.A. Rams 63,366 

NFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
BONN: GiatttS. csercssscocestestcccessdeeecd 49 (A) 76,034 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 

Round and Player Position College 

1. BARTON, Harris T North Carolina 


1, FLAGLER, Terrence RB Clemson 
from Washington 


2. BREGEL, Jeff G Southern Cal 
from Philadelphia 
2. Choice to Tampa Bay 
3. Choice to Buffalo 
4. Choice to Tampa Bay 
5. JOKISCH, Paul WR Michigan 
6. WHITE, Bob LB Penn State 
7. DeLINE, Steve K Colorado State 
8. GRAYSON, Dave LB Fresno State 
9. SHELLEY, Jonathan DB Mississippi 
10. Choice to L.A. Raiders 
through Buffalo 
10. PAYE, John QB Stanford 
from New England through L.A. Raiders 
11. NICHOLS, Calvin WR_ Grambling 


12. Choice to N.Y. Giants 
through L.A. Raiders 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 
Exp. Birthdate College 

3 Purdue 
Michigan State 
West Texas State 
Purdue 
North Carolina A&T 
Southern California 
Southern Methodist 
Hawaii 
Oregon 
Clemson 
Texas-Arlington 
Ohio State 
Nebraska 
Memphis State 
Auburn 
UCLA 
West Virginia 
Southern California 
Minnesota 
Minnesota 
Illinois 
Oregon 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Utah State 
Middle Tennessee State 
James Madison 
Cornell 
Iowa 
West Virginia 
Brigham Young 
Penn State 
Louisiana State 
Southern California 
Stanford 
Stanford 
Georgia 
Texas-Arlington 
Utah 
Notre Dame 
Northwestern 
San Diego State 
Michigan 
Oregon 
Nebraska 
Mississippi Valley State 
Brigham Young 
Alabama 
Utah 
Stanford 
Oklahoma 
South Carolina 
Hawaii 
Brigham Young 
Washington 
Oregon 
Oklahoma 
Texas Christian 
UCLA 
Purdue 
Auburn 
Oregon 
California 
Pittsburgh 
Washington State 
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Name 
Anderson, Don 
Auer, Scott 
Ayers, John 
Benson, Cliff 
Board, Dwaine 
Browner, Keith 
Carter, Michael 
Cherry, Raphel 
Cherry, Tony 
Clark, Dwight 
Collie, Bruce 
Cousineau, Tom 
Craig, Roger 
Crawford, Derrick 
Cribbs, Joe 
Cross, Randy 
Durrette, Michael 
Ellison, Riki 
Fahnhorst, Jim 
Fahnhorst, Keith 
tFerrari, Ron 
Francis, Russ 
tFrank, John 
Fuller, Jeff 
Gagliano, Bob 
Griffin, Don 
Haley, Charles 
tHarmon, Derrick 
Harty, John 
Hathaway, Steve 
THolmoe, Tom 
Kugler, Pete 
LaFleur, Greg 
Lott, Ronnie 
Margerum, Ken 
McColl, Milt 
McIntyre, Guy 
McKyer, Tim 
Monroe, Carl 
Montana, Joe 
Moyer, Alex 
Nixon, Tory 
Paris, Bubba 
Quillan, Fred 
Rathman, Tom 
Rice, Jerry 
Ring, Bill 
Roberts, Larry 
Rodgers, Del 
Rogers, Doug 
Rogers, Jimmy 
Runager, Max 
Sapolu, Jesse 
Shell, Todd 
Small, Fred 
tStover, Jeff 
Thomas, Chuck 
Thomas, Sean 
tTuiasosopo, Manu 
Turner, Keena 
Wallace, Steve 
Walter, Mike 
Wersching, Ray 
Williamson, Carlton 
Wilson, Mike 
Wright, Eric Missouri 
Young, Steve Brigham Young 
“Anderson last active with Colts in ‘85; Auer last active with Chiefs in ‘85; Benson last active with 
Falcons in “85; Browner played 15 games with Buccaneers in ‘86; R. Cherry last active with Redskins in 
‘85; Gagliano active for 1 game with 49ers in ‘86, but did not play; Hathaway last active with Colts in ‘84; 
LaFleur played 4 games with Cardinals, 9 with Colts in “86; Moyer played 3 games with Dolphins in ‘86; 
Rodgers last active with Packers in ‘84; J. Rogers and Sapolu missed ‘86 season due to injury; Small last 
active with Steelers in ‘85; C. Thomas last active with Falcons in ‘85; S. Thomas last active with Falcons 
in ‘85; Young played 14 games with Buccaneers in ‘86. 

TOption playout; subject to developments. 

Retired—Wendell Tyler, 9-year running back, 5 games in ‘86. 

Also played with 49ers in “86—DT Dennis Harrison (5 games), QB Jeff Kemp (10), CB Dana 
anal ee (3), QB Mike Moroski (15), DE Jim Stuckey (1), QB Bob Gagliano (active for 1 game but did 
not play). 
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Rams think Everett is ready 
to lead them to the Promised Land 


By DON SEEHOLZER 


our years, four playoff appear- 

ances, four different starting 

quarterbacks. It is an improb- 

able streak unmatched in NFL 

history and it may also explain 
why, in the John Robinson era, the Los 
Angeles Rams have yet to play in their 
first Super Bowl. 

But the times they are a-changing. 

In 24-year-old Jim Everett, the Rams 
have a quarterback for this year and 
many years to come. 

In offensive coordinator Ernie Zam- 
pese, who was stolen away from San 
Diego, they have one of the most respect- 
ed offensive minds in football. 

Put the two together and the Rams, 
who have ranked last in the NFL in pass- 
ing offense two years running, may finally 
get off the ground and into the Super 
Bowl. 

“We have to pass successfully to have a 
chance,” said Robinson, the Rams’ head 
coach since 1983. “And we feel very posi- 
tive about that. 

“Clearly, we were deficient in that 
area. We were aware of a deficiency and 
tried to play around it. I don’t think we’re 
playing with a pair of 10’s anymore.” 

Everett was no joker for starters. Ac- 
quired three weeks into the 1986 season in 
a mammoth trade with Houston after hav- 
ing sat out in a salary dispute with the 
Oilers, the rookie from Purdue made a 
magnificent debut off the bench in the 
11th game of the season, passing for three 
touchdowns in a 30-28 loss to New Eng- 
land, then won his first three NFL starts. 

Everett struggled at times in his last 
three games—all defeats—but with the ar- 
rival of Zampese and the chance for Ever- 
ett to go through an NFL training camp 
for the first time, the Rams think they’ve 
answered their quarterback question at 
long last. 

The question is, what does all this mean 
to Eric Dickerson and the running game? 
Are the Rams trading in their combat 
boots for flight jackets? 

Fat chance. 

“T’d like to believe we'll force people to 
defend more things,’ Robinson said. 
“Which will give Eric a chance to not be 
as much of a marked man as he’s been— 
in terms of him being the No. 1 thing you 
have to stop or, in some cases, the only 
thing. I think now he’s going to be high on 
people’s list, but he certainly won’t be 
alone.” 

The game plan, in other words, will be 
to aim for more balance. To be able to 
pass as well—if not necessarily as often— 
as run. To hold on to the ball longer. 

And one of the best ways of doing that, 
according to Robinson, is to make sure 
the other guy doesn’t keep it as long. 
That’s why defense was the focus of the 
Rams’ draft last April. 


| 


The Rams are depending on Jim Everett to take control of their offense. 


Without a first-round pick, which went 
to Houston in the Everett trade, the Rams 
used their top selection on Donald Evans, 
a defensive end from Winston-Salem 
State, who has 4.58 speed in the 40 but ad- 
mittedly has a lot to learn about playing 
the run. 

The plan is to use Evans as a pass rush- 
ing specialist at one end in the nickel de- 
fense opposite Kevin Greene, who is 
being moved from outside linebacker. 
Gary Jeter is going from end to tackle. 

Also targeted for a spot in the nickel 
alignment, either at cornerback or as the 
nickel back, is third-round pick Cliff Hicks 
of Oregon, who will double as a kick re- 
turner and sometimes punt returner. 

For starters, the Rams are set at the 
corners with Pro Bowlers LeRoy Irvin 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

WR—Henry Ellard, Ron Brown. 
TE—David Hill, Tony Hunter. 
T—Jackie Slater, Irv Pankey. 
G—Dennis Harrah, Tom Newberry. 
C—Doug Smith. 
QB—Jim Everett. 
RB—Eric Dickerson. 


DEFENSE 
E—Reggie Doss, Doug Reed. 
NT—Shawn Miller. 
OLB—Mel Owens, Mike Wilcher. 
ILB—Carl Ekern, Jim Collins. 
CB—Jerry Gray, LeRoy Irvin. 
S—Vince Newsome, Nolan Cromwell. 


SPECIALISTS 
K—Mike Lansford. _P—Dale Hatcher. 


and Jerry Gray. The situation is fuzzier at 
safety, where they have three players— 
up-and-coming Vince Newsome and vet- 
erans Nolan Cromwell and Johnnie John- 
son—competing for two positions. 

It could get crowded, too, at inside line- 
backer if Jim Collins can return to his for- 
mer All-Pro level despite only minimal 
improvement in the nerve-damaged left 
shoulder that kept him out all last season. 

If Collins can’t come back, the Rams 
will get by with Mark Jerue, who filled in 
capably in Collins’ absence, and Carl 
Ekern, who made the Pro Bowl for the 
first time in his 10-year career. 

Offensively, the biggest question marks 
concerned the contract situations of free- 
agent wide receiver Henry Ellard, tight 
end Tony Hunter and fullback Barry Red- 
den, who was still hoping to be traded. 

The Rams are set on the line with a 
veteran cast—center Doug Smith, right 
guard Dennis Harrah, tackles Jackie 
Slater and Irv Pankey and second-year 
left guard Tom Newberry, who was thrust 
into the starting lineup and performed 
like an All-Pro after Kent Hill went to 
Houston in the Everett trade. 

Newberry and Everett were the bright 
spots in a 1986 season that wasn’t all sun- 
shine. 

Until last year, the Rams had improved 
their record every season under Robin- 
son. Until last year, no Robinson-coached 
team—college or pro—ever had lost three 
straight games. The 1986 Rams did, how- 
ever, blowing the NFC West Division title 
in the final two weeks of the regular sea- 
son, then bowing out of the playoffs with a 
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19-7 loss to Washington in the wild-card 
game. 

Unhappy ending and all, Robinson likes 
his team and its chances this time around. 

“T feel pretty confident, really,” he said. 
“We've just got to do it. 

“The fact remains that we didn’t coach 
or play well enough to be the champion 
last year. Not a single player on our team 
can absolve himself from only winning 10 
games and only being a wild-card team. If 
we're going to make the move upward, 
we've just got to do it.” 

Whether they do or they don’t, the 
Rams will have continuity at quarterback 
going into the season. That development 
alone will make 1987 a year like none of 
the previous four. Hl 


1987 SCHEDULE 
Sept.13—at Houston 


1:00 see 


Sept. 27—CINCINNATI. 1:00 3 : 

ept.27— a x 5 

Sek Meat New Orieanae 12:00 Los Angeles Rams linebacker Carl Ekern. 
Oct. 11—PITTSBURGH. 1:00 


Oct. 18—at Atlanta....... 
Oct. 26—at Cleveland (Mon.) 
Nov. 1—SAN FRANCISCO... 


3:00 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


Ff NFL 

pi Se alae a No. Name . : . Exp. Birthdate College 
Nov. 23—at Washington (Mon.) 9:00 Brown, Ron 4 3-31-61 ArizonaState _ 
Nov. 29—TAMPA BAY .. 1:00 Busick, Steve 7 Southern California 
Dec. 6—at Detroit... 1:00 Clanton, Chuck 2 Auburn 
Dec. 13—ATLANTA... 1:00 Collins, Jim 7 Syracuse 
Dec. 21—DALLAS (Mon.). 6:00 Cromwell, Nolan ll Kansas 
Dec. 27—at San Francisco... .. 5:00 Dickerson, Eric 5 Southern Methodist 

pols, Steve . a6 Tea ; 

oss, Reggie - lampton Institute 
1986 RESULTS—( 10-7) Ekern, Carl 2 1 Re eewctate 


tEllard, Henry Fresno State 


a 


Purdue 
Texas 
Auburn 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 


P Everett, Jim 
. 13 (H) 65,195 Gray, Jerry 

. 7 (A) 59,012 Greene, Kevin 
.. 34 (A) 65,646 +Guman, Mike 
ne Harrah, Dennis 


7 


16 San Francisco.. 
24 Indianapolis.. 
20 Philadelphia... 
26 Tampa Bay (OT). 


= 


14 Atlanta..... Hatcher, Dale o Clemson 

14 Detroit . Hill, David - 1 Texas A&I 

14 Atlanta. House, Kevin Southern Illinois 
20 Chicago.... tHunter, Tony - Notre Dame 


0 New Orleans.. 
28 New England 
26 New Orleans.. 


I 


Kansas 
Washington 
Southern California 


Irvin, LeRoy 
Jerue, Mark 
Jeter, Gary 
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1 
17 N.Y. Jets.. Johnson, Damone -4 2 Cal Poly-SLO 
29 Dallas........ Johnson, Johnnie -1 8 Texas 
31 Miami (0T).. tLansford, Mike -0 6 Washington 
14 San Francisco.. ebsllted Jim m2 g oa we iat 
ong, Darren a ong Beach State 
NFC WILD CARD paige 180 tiove? bwal ore 2 rn 
7 Washington ....cceeecesceseeeeee 19 (A) 54, civor, Ric = exas 
y by od Sa FR Tim ae 2 dll 
ner, Gr = ur 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Miler, Shawn 6-4 4 Utah State 
Round and Player Position College Newberry, Tom 6-2 2 Wisconsin-LaCrosse 
1. Choice to Houston tNewsome, Vince 6-1 5 Washington 
2. EVANS, Donald DE Winston-Salem Owens, Mel 6-2 7 Michigan 
3. HICKS, Cliff DB Oregon tPankey, Irv 6-4 8 Penn State 
4. BARTLETT, Doug NTN. Illinois tRedden, Barry 5-10 6 Richmond 
5. Choice to Houston Reed, Doug 6-3 4 San Diego State 
from Houston Scott, Chuck 6-2 2 Vanderbilt 
4. Choice to Chicago Slater, Jackie 6-4 12 Jackson State 
4. KELM, Larry LB Texas A&M Slaton, Tony 6-3 4 Southern California 
from Cleveland Smith, Doug 6-3 10 Bowling Green 
5. Choice to Houston Sutton, Mickey 5-8 2 8-28-60 Montana 
5. MERSEREAU, Scott DT S. Connecticut Tyrrell, Tim 6-1 4 2-19-61 Northern Illinois 
from Cleveland tVann, Norwood 6-2 4 2-18-62 East Carolina 
6. Choice to N.Y. Giants tWhite, Charles 5-10 7 1-22-58 Southern California 
6. EMBREE, Jon TE Colorado tWilcher, Mike 6-3 5 3-20-60 North Carolina 
from Chicago Wright, Alvin 6-2 2  2- 5-61 Jacksonville State 
eel 7. Choice exercised tYoung, Michael 6-1 3  2- 2-62 UCLA 
(7) in 1986 Supplemental Draft “Clanton last active with Packers in ‘85; Collins missed ‘86 season due to injury; House played 7 
TY) by Philadelphia games with Buccaneers, 8 with Rams in ‘86; Laughton played 6 games with Seahawks in ‘86; Mclvor last 
> 5 RAM Tree Michael a ge A ates tet cae in ‘85; Meamber last active with Vikings in ’85; Tyrrell played 3 games with Falcons, 
: , . with Rams in ‘86. 
10. SMITH, David LB N. Arizona tOption playout; subject to developments. 
rS} 11. Choice to Denver Also played with Rams in ‘86—QB Steve Bartkowski (6 games), RB Rob Carpenter (6), NT Charles 
ra 12. WILLIAMS, Alonzo RB Mesa (Colo.) DeJurnett (7), WR Bobby Duckworth (7), CB Herman Edwards (4), S Tim Fox (14), G Kent Hill (2), LB 
z 12. cay a tN DE Ga. Southern Jim Laughlin (16), LB Mike McDonald (13), WR Mark Pattison (1), LB Cliff Thrift (12). 
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Defensive draft could turn Falcons 
into a bona fide playoff contender 


By CHRIS MORTENSEN 


here is essentially a new head 
coach in Marion Campbell, 
possibly a new quarterback in 
first-round draft pick Chris 
Miller and a new offense de- 
signed by former St. Louis Cardinals side- 
kicks Rod Dowhower and Jim Hanifan. 

More than a year after Atlanta Falcons 
Owner Rankin Smith Sr. “turned over” 
management to his two sons, Rankin 
Smith Jr. and Taylor Smith, confusion 
continues to be the rule, not the excep- 
tion. 

When Coach Dan Henning was fired in 
1986 after his fourth year, the follies 
began anew. Former Philadelphia Eagles 
Coach Dick Vermeil rejected the Smiths’ 
million-dollar offer, UCLA Coach Terry 
Donahue said, thanks, but no thanks, and 
New York Giants Coach Bill Parcells was 
declared off limits. The comedy continued 
for six weeks. 

February arrived and the team was still 
without a coach. Finally, Rankin Smith Sr. 
stepped in and gave the job to Campbell, 
the Falcons’ defensive coordinator whom 
he had fired as head coach 10 years ear- 
lier. 

The Smith sons then turned around and 
fired popular public relations director 
Charlie Dayton and his assistant, Bob 
Dickinson. The press room was closed off 
with a permanent wall. Full-length double 
doors were installed in the office lobby. 
The brothers have seldom been seen in 
public. 

One thing the Smiths won't be able to 
hide is the product they put on the field. 
But there is evidence that the Falcons are 
on the verge of becoming a playoff con- 
tender, partly because Henning drafted 
for defense. 

The Falcons finished 7-8-1 in 1986 and 
climbed out of last place in the National 
Football Conference Western Division for 
the first time under Henning. Atlanta’s 
seventh-ranked defense was the most im- 
proved in the National Football League. 
The Falcons allowed 280 points in 1986, 
down from 452 the year before. 

But it was Henning’s neglect of the of- 
fense that led to his demise. He passed 
over a variety of quarterbacks in his four 
drafts. Prior to the selection of Miller, the 
Falcons had drafted just three quarter- 
backs in the 1980s, none higher than the 
sixth round. 

In four years at the University of Ore- 
gon, Miller set school records for passing 
attempts (1,015), completions (560), and 
yardage (6,681), to break Dan Fouts’ old 
marks, and touchdowns (42), to surpass 
Bob Berry. 

Atlanta’s incumbent quarterback, Dave 
Archer, helped the Falcons to a 5-1-1 start 
last year. Then, the customary injuries 
and a difficult schedule dragged Atlanta 
back into the pack. 


Nose tackle Tony Casillas arrived 
and helped stabilize Atlanta’s de- 
fensive line. 


The Falcons lost three straight to the 
playoff-bound Rams, Patriots and Jets, 
and lost Archer for the season when he 
suffered a dislocated shoulder in the sec- 
ond quarter of a 13-10 loss to the Chicago 
Bears. Archer had passed for 2,007 yards 
and rushed for 298 up to that point. 

The offense has been turned over to 
Dowhower and Hanifan, who developed 
one of the NFL’s most potent attacks with 
the Cardinals in 1983 and 1984. Both are 
former head coaches, Hanifan with St. 
Louis and Dowhower with the Indianap- 
olis Colts. 

Atlanta fans who were frustrated with a 
one-back offense will see a change in 
1987, although Dowhower admits that 
Gerald Riggs probably will be the one 
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1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Floyd Dixon, Charlie Brown. 
TE—Arthur Cox. 
H-BACK—Ken Whisenhunt. 
T—Mike Kenn, Brett Miller. 
G—John Scully, Bill Fralic. 
C—Wayne Radloff. 
QB—Dave Archer. 
RB—Gerald Riggs. 
DEFENSE 
E—Mike Gann, Rick Bryan. 
NT—Tony Casillas. 
OLB—Reggie Wilkes, Joel Williams. 
ILB—Buddy Curry, John Rade. 
CB—Bobby Butler, Scott Case. 
S—Robert Moore, Bret Clark. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Mick Luckhurst. P—Rick Donnelly. 


dominating runner. Riggs’ 4,532 yards 
rushing the past three seasons rank be- 
hind only Eric Dickerson and Walter Pay- 
ton in the NFL. 

But while the Falcons ranked third in 
the league in rushing, the quick strike was 
missing. The longest scoring run was four 
yards, Enter Kenny Flowers of Clemson, 
an explosive back selected in the second 
round of the 1987 draft. His progress could 
lead to a genuine two-back offense. Cliff 
Austin (280 yards rushing), Sylvester 
Stamps (220 yards) and William Andrews 
(214 yards) all saw action at running back 
in 1986. 

Hanifan’s primary job will be to re- 
shape an offensive line that has been 
racked with injuries for three straight 
years. He inherits Bill Fralic, an All-Pro 
last year at right guard in only his second 
season, and former All-Pro Mike Kenn at 
left tackle. Injuries to right tackle Brett 
Miller (knee), left guard John Scully (leg) 
and reserve guard Jeff Kiewel (knee) cre- 
ate some uncertainties. 

At center, where Jeff Van Note retired 
after 18 splendid seasons, Wayne Radloff 
is the shaky incumbent. Hanifan has vi- 
sions of transforming second-year guard 
Jamie Dukes into a Dwight Stephenson- 
like center. 

The Falcons’ line has allowed 192 sacks 
the last three seasons, putting a strain on 
the passing game. But given time, Atlan- 
ta’s quarterbacks have capable receivers 
in Charlie Brown (63 receptions, 918 
yards), Floyd Dixon (42 receptions, 617 
yards), Anthony Allen, Stacey Bailey and 
two former United States Football League 
players, Joey Jones and Aubrey Mat- 
thews. Veteran Billy (White Shoes) John- 
son attempts another comeback, this time 
from a foot injury. 

Henning’s dedication of the 1986 draft 
to his new defensive coordinator, Camp- 
bell, was a saving grace for the Falcons. 
Draft-day decisions by Henning brought 
the Falcons four new defensive starters: 
nose tackle Tony Casillas, linebackers 
Joel Williams and Reggie Wilkes, and free 
safety Bret Clark. 

Another bonus from that draft for 1987 
is linebacker Tim Green, who was one of 
the two first-round picks. Green, an All- 
America defensive end at Syracuse, rup- 
tured a calf muscle in camp last season 
and never really recovered until the end 
of the season. Green, an excellent rusher, 
will compete with the veteran Wilkes at 
outside linebacker. 

Campbell will work on improving the 
pass rush that produced only 26 sacks, 
which was particularly embarrassing to 
the defensive line of Rick Bryan, Mike 
Gann and Casillas. Bryan, one of the 
NFL’s most underrated defensive ends, 
had seven sacks while playing with a bro- 
ken shinbone, 
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The most pleasant surprises were at 
linebacker and in the secondary, pre- 
viously huge weak spots. 

Seven-year veteran Buddy Curry led the 
Falcons in tackles for the seventh straight 
year as he was moved to inside line- 
backer. He was clearly a better player in 
Campbell’s system. John Rade was sec- 
ond in tackles as the other inside man, 
while veterans Williams and Wilkes han- 
dled the outside chores. 

An undersized and mediocre secondary 
became a force under coach Fred Brun- 
ey’s complex zone and man-to-man cover- 
ages. Scott Case switched from safety to 
cornerback, had four interceptions and 
should have gone to the Pro Bowl, accord- 
ing to Campbell. Clark, acquired from the 


ry 


Atlanta Falcons qua 


rterback 


David Archer. 
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Los Angeles Raiders, led the team with ia ah = NFL oenes. 
five interceptions and topped the second- ne anamne ‘os. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’ 
P 85 fAllen, Anthony WR 5-11 182 3 6-29-59 Washington 5 
7) ary with 88 tackles. Cornerback Bobby 31 Andrews, William RB 6-0 220 7 12-25-55 Auburn 15 
4 Butler was off to a great start before a S Decne a8 ad a 3 ae ive State a 
broken leg forced him out for the final SEN val = a lemson 
Fay nine games, Davia croup had two iner- | $e buwtiaue?” ME ED 35 G 21RES Selioece 
ceptions as his replacement. Strong safety ie Broan aa ae a oe ; Sees olts at g ie 
. rown, Charlie - -29- outh Carolina State 1 
2 ees Ogata: Ge ee 77 Bryan, Rick DE 6-4 265 4 3-20-62 Oklahoma 16 
| ivedsidyirneveds ee 
played solidly for nine weeks. ampbell, Sco - - urdue 
25 Case, Scott CB 6-0 178 4 5-17-62 Oklahoma 16 
75 Casillas, Tony NT 6-3 280 2 10-26-63 Oklahoma 16 
1987 SCHEDULE 20 Cason, Wendell CB 5-11 197 3 1-22-63 Oregon 16 
Li Sept.13—at Tampa Bay - 28 Clark, Bret S 6-3 198 2 2-24-61 Nebraska 16 
Sept.20—WASHINGTON.. 1:00 56 Costello, Joe LB 6-3 250 2 6- 1-60 Central (Conn.) State 14 
Sept.27—at New Orleans... 12:00 88 Cox, Arthur TE 6-2 262 5 2- 5-61 Texas Southern 16 
Oct. 4—PITTSBURGH.... 1:00 30 Croudip, David CB 5-8 185 4 1-25-59 San Diego State 15 
¢ Oct! L1=—at San Eranciech 1:00 50 Curry, Buddy LB 6-4 222 8 6- 4-58 North Carolina 16 
Oct. 18—LOS ANGELES RAMS 1:00 86 Dixon, Floyd WR 5-9 170 2 4- 9-64 Stephen F. Austin 16 
j= Och 25st Holston es 12:00 3 Donnelly, Rick P 6-0 190 3 5-17-62 Wyomin 16 
Nov. 1—NEW ORLEANS. 1:00 73 Dukes, Jamie G 6-1 270 2 6-14-64 Florida State 14 
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oop Dee. 27—DETROIT 43 Jones, Daryl DB 61 195 4 39563 George, °9 
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84 Jones, Joey WR 5-8 165 2 10-29-62 Alabama 11 
Pf 1986 RESULTS— (7-8-1) Kamana, John TE 6-2 230 2 12- 3-61 Southern California °0 
aes Pay ons 78 skiewel Jef 6 63 27 2 32760. Anions” 0 
ose (A) 67, lewel, ve = -27- rizona 
33 Lagi te (H) oiaes 80 Landrum, Mike TE 6-2 231 2 11- 6-61 Southern Mississippi *Q 
37 Dallas...... . 35 (A) 62,283 18 Luckhurst, Mick K 6-1 178 7 3-31-58 California 10 
23 Tampa Bay (0T)... 20 (A) 38,950 83 Matthews, Aubrey WR 5-7 165 2 9-15-62 Delta State 4 
0 Philadelphia... 16 (H) 57,104 McDonald, James TE 6-5 240 4 3-29-61 Southern California *0 
26 LA. Rams...... 14 (H) 51,662 pa amgacton. Roa TE ee a g pyeateGe Auborn 16 
10 San Francisco (OT).. . 10 (H) 55,306 Mller, Bre E Seen owa 
wie Rane. "14 (A) 56993 34 Moore, Robert S 5-11 190 2 8-15-64 Northwestern (La.) State 16 
17 New England.. 25 (A) 60,597 noe pwake if at Bee ‘ Botte ee Longa ay 
NY ate 3 illips, Ray -24- orth Carolina State 
i ee ce ui eres 74 +Pitts, Mike DE 6-5 277 5 9-25-60 Alabama 16 
0 San Francisco 20 (A) 58,747 72 Provence, Andrew DE 6-3 267 5 3- 8-61 South Carolina 16 
20 Mianii.......... 14 (A) 53,762 59 Rade, John LB 6-1 240 5 8-31-60 Boise State 15 
23 Indianapolis . 28 (H) 30,397 55 tRadloff, Wayne C/G 65 277 3 5-17-61 Georgia 16 
9 New Orleans... .14 (H) 39,994 42 Riggs, Gerald RB 6-1 232 6 11- 6-60 Arizona State 16 
20: Detroit siscecssccessssccscescictnaceec 6 (A) 35,255 14 Schonert, Turk QB 6-1 196 8 1-15-57 Stanford 8 
ey ee ec 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Bi tTumners denny : “1559 UA 
: y CB 6-0 187 5 6-15-59 UCLA *14 
Round and Player Position College 45 +Whisenhunt, Ken TE 6-2 233 3 2-28-62 Georgia Tech 16 
1. MILLER, Chris QB Oregon 51 Wilkes, Reggie LB 6-4 242 10 5-27-56 Georgia Tech 16 
2. FLOWERS, Kenny RB Clemson 54 tWilliams, Joel LB 6-1 227 9 12-13-56  Wisconsin-La Crosse 15 
from Green Bay 35 Williams, Keith WR/RB 5-10 173 2 9-30-64 Southwest Missouri St. 12 
kK = prone to aoe py 22 Woodberry, Dennis CB 5-10 183 2 4-22-61 Southern Arkansas 7 
. Choice to Green Bay a *Kiewel and Landrum missed ‘86 season due to injury; Harrison played 5 games with 49ers, 11 with 
(7) 4. VAN DYKE, Ralph TS. Illinois Falcons in “86; Jones last active with Packers in ‘85; Kamana last active with Rams in ‘85; McDonald last 
wi Z pera ij a Wares Feeney at in ‘85; Morris last active with Eagles in ‘85; Turner played 8 games with Bengals, 6 with 
le / i ’ 
= 7. REID, Michael LB Wisconsin tOption playout; subject to developments. 
8. TALIAFERRO, Curtis LB Virginia Tech Retired—Jeff Van Note, 18-year center, 15 games in ‘86. 
oO 9. ANTHONY, Terrence DB Iowa State Also seven with Falcons in ‘86—RB Tony Baker (2 games), DT Dan Benish (5), CB Herman 
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Revitalized Saints enter 1987 season 
with some great expectations 


By JIMMY SMITH 


hat’s gotten into Coach 
Jim Mora, the often stoic 
leader of the New Or- 
leans Saints? 

“Talent-wise, we have 
a better football team than we did last 
year,” says Mora, who directs a club that 
has never had a winning record in the Na- 
tional Football League. “There’s no doubt 
in my mind, that on paper, we're a better 
football team.” 

While Mora’s statement may seem like 
a surprising claim, perhaps it’s really just 
mere fact. 

The expectations of the 1987 Saints 
have to be higher than those of the 1986 
Saints, Mora’s first NFL team. Last year, 
New Orleans was coming off a 5-11 sea- 
son; now, the Saints are trying to improve 
upon the 7-9 record that Mora carved out 
in his debut as New Orleans’ coach. 

In fact, in view of their 1987 draft selec- 
tions, the Saints must be better than they 
were a year ago or they wouldn’t have 
ignored such pressing areas of need as de- 
fensive back and wide receiver in the first 
round. Choosing 11th overall, New Or- 
leans opted for defensive lineman Shawn 
Knight of Brigham Young. 

The Saints’ defensive line, anchored by 
left end Bruce Clark, is considered one of 
the team’s strongest areas. Backup end 
James Geathers tied standout linebacker 
Rickey Jackson for the team lead in sacks 
with nine, while Frank Warren, another 
reserve lineman, had 8.5. 

While the Saints did attempt to upgrade 
their weak areas in subsequent rounds, 
the selection of Knight fooled practically 
everyone—with many “experts” thinking 
New Orleans would go for offensive-line 
help in round one. 

Again, that would have been contrary 
to pressing needs, but another big man up 
front could help clear the way for the cur- 
rent “franchise” player, running back 
Rueben Mayes. Mayes, a third-round 
draftee in 1986 out of Washington State, 
turned out to be a surprise in his own 
right. 

Mayes confounded everyone during a 
rookie season in which he gained 1,353 
yards, averaged 4.7 yards per carry and 
scored eight touchdowns. What proved 
most startling about Mayes’ performance 
was that it was accomplished on one 
healthy leg. Mayes, who didn’t start until 
the fifth week of the season, played the 
entire year with a frayed left Achilles ten- 
don. 

Mayes opted to skip the Pro Bowl in 
Honolulu so that the tendon could be sur- 
gically repaired as soon as possible, en- 
abling him to stay on his off-season train- 
ing schedule. Such an approach has won 
Mayes considerable admiration. 

“I wish we could draft over,” says Gil 
Brandt, the Dallas Cowboys’ personnel 
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Quarterback Dave Wilson will 
have to fight off Bobby Hebert’s 


challenge for a starting job. 
See Se eee) 


director and superscout. “We're really 
pleased with our second-round pick (of 
1986, running back Darryl Clack), but ob- 
viously the Saints made a hell of a steal in 
the third round. It will go down in history 
as one of the great all-time picks.” 

Mayes was the second running back 
chosen by the Saints in 1986, the 13th run- 
ning back taken in the draft and 57th play- 
er chosen overall. The club’s second- 
round pick, Louisiana State’s Dalton Hil- 
liard, gained a disappointing 425 yards 
after beginning the year as the starting 
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1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
WR—Mike Jones, Eric Martin. 
TE—John Tice. 


T—Bill Contz, Stan Brock. 
G—Brad Edelman, Chuck Commiskey. 
C—Steve Korte. 
QB—Dave Wilson. 
HB—Rueben Mayes. 
FB—Buford Jordan. 
DEFENSE 

E—Bruce Clark, Jim Wilks. 
NT—Tony Elliott. 
OLB—Rickey Jackson, James Haynes. 
ILB—Sam Mills, Alvin Toles. 
CB—Dave Waymer, Johnnie Poe. 
S—Antonio Gibson, Frank Wattelet. 

SPECIALISTS 
K—Morten Andersen. P—Brian Hansen. 


tailback. 

Perhaps the biggest question mark with 
the Saints’ offense this year is quarter- 
back. 

So what else is new. 

For the last five years, the Saints have 
staged a training-camp quarterback 
derby. The only constant in the race since 
it began in 1982 has been Dave Wilson. 

Once again, Wilson and strong-armed 
Bobby Hebert are battling for the starting 
job. Last year, Hebert won the duel on the 
strength of a superior exhibition season. 
But Hebert’s reign at the top lasted only 
two games and one offensive series. 

In game three against San Francisco at 
Candlestick Park, Saints rookie tackle 
Jim Dombrowski, the club’s No. 1 draft 
pick in 1986, missed a block on Charles 
Haley. The 49ers’ rookie linebacker broke 
through and blind-sided Hebert, whose 
right foot remained planted in the Candle- 
stick turf. Hebert suffered a fracture of 
the fifth metatarsal bone in the foot and 
did not play again until the last regular- 
season game against Minnesota, when 
Wilson went out with a knee sprain. 

Having run the team for most of the ’86 
season, Wilson entered this summer’s 
camp as the Saints’ No. 1 quarterback. 
However, it’s time for the Saints to make 
a decision on Hebert, who threw 81 touch- 
down passes in three seasons of United 
States Football League competition and 
then signed with the Saints as a $5 million 
investment. 

Wilson was 6-7 as the starter last year, 
and Mora went so far as to tell television 
analyst John Madden he thought the play- 
ers had more confidence in Wilson than 
Hebert. 

In fact, Wilson grew into the position 
and showed more maturity than ever be- 
fore, despite less-than-mediocre statistics 
(10 touchdown passes, 17 interceptions 
and a 65.8 overall rating, the second- 
lowest figure in the NFC). 

“These people (Mora and his staff) 
gave me a fair shot,” Wilson said. “And 
I’ve proven myself to them, proven that I 
can play.” 

“I have more confidence in him (Wil- 
son) than ever before,” says right offen- 
sive tackle Stan Brock. “He’s a smarter 
quarterback, he’s more poised. He’s got 
more experience. Things don’t rattle him 
like they used to. But when you need to be 
shaken up in the huddle, he’s there. I like 
that.” 

Wide receivers Mike Jones and Eric 
Martin and tight end John Tice will be the 
principal targets for the Saints’ quarter- 
back survivor. Mayes’ backfield compan- 
ion is Buford Jordan. Up front, Bill Contz 
joins Brock at tackle, Brad Edelman and 
Chuck Commiskey are the guards and 
Steve Korte holds down the center posi- 
tion. 
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New Orleans ranked fourth against the 
run in NFL team defense last season, lim- 
iting opponents to 97.4 rushing yards per 
game. The Saints’ pass defense—despite 
cornerback Dave Waymer’s nine inter- 
ceptions—was another story, ranking 
21st. An inconsistent rush was a factor, 
but Knight’s presence figures to boost that 
facet of the Saints’ game and have a set- 
tling effect on the secondary, too. 

That secondary consists of free safety 
Frank Wattelet, strong safety Antonio 
Gibson, right cornerback Johnnie Poe and 
left corner Waymer. Jackson’s lineback- 
ing partners are Sam Mills, Alvin Toles 
and James Haynes. And Clark, Tony El- 
liott and Jim Wilks figure to make up the 
starting defensive line, with Geathers and 
Warren seeing plenty of action. 

Pro Bowl pick Morten Andersen is the 
Saints’ placekicker; he made 86.7 percent 
of his field-goal attempts (26 of 30) last 
season. Brian Hansen (42.7-yard average 
and a 36.6 net mark) handles the punting. 

If Mora is indeed right about this being 
an improved Saints team, New Orleans 
just might post the first above-.500 record 
in its 21-season NFL history. So far, 8-8 has 
been tops among the franchise’s many, 
many lows. 


1987 SCHEDULE 
Sept.13—CLEVELAND 
Sept.20—at Philadelphia .. 
Sept.27—ATLANTA......... 


Oct. 4—LOS ANGELES RAMS. 12:00 
Oct. 1l—at St. Louis... 12:00 
Oct. 18—at Chicago..... 12:00 
Oct. 25—SAN FRANCISCO. 12:00 


Nov. 1l—at Atlanta .........000 
Nov. 8—at Los Angeles Rams 
Nov. 15—at San Francisco....... 
Nov. 22—NEW YORK GIANTS... 
Nov. 29—at Pittsburgh..... 1:00 
Dec. 6—TAMPA BAY 
Dec. 13—HOUSTON...... 
Dec. 20—at Cincinnati... 
Dec. 27—GREEN BAY. 


1986 RESULTS—(7-9) 
Saints Opp. Att. 


San Francisco.. 


17 N.Y. Giants... 20 (A) 72,769 
6 Washington.. 14 (H) 57,378 
17 Indianapolis.. 14 (A) 53,512 
38 Tampa Bay 7 (H) 43,355 
23 N.Y. Jets...... 28 (A) 44,246 
23 San Francisco.. 10 (H) 53,234 
6 L.A. Rams. 0 (H) 62,352 
16 St. Louis... 7 (A) 32,069 
13 LA. Rams.. . 26 (A) 58,600 
20 New England 21 (H) 59,259 
27 Miani........ . 31 (H) 64,761 
14 Atlanta... « 9 (A) 39,994 
17 Minnesota .......c..secssesssessesseeesee 33 (A) 51,209 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 


New Orleans Saints running back Rueben Mayes. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name 
7 Andersen, Morten 
96 Andrus, Sheldon 
85 Brenner, Hoby 
67 tBrock, Stan 
75 Clark, Bruce 
Commiskey, Chuck 
tContz, Bill 
Davis, Preston 
tDel Rio, Jack 
Dombrowski, Jim 
Dumbauld, Jonathan 
tEdelman, Brad 
Edwards, Kelvin 
TElliott, Tony 
Fowler, Bobby 
Gajan, Hokie 
tGeathers, James 
Gibson, Antonio 
tGilbert, Daren 
Goodlow, Eugene 
Gray, Mel 
Hansen, Brian 
Harris, Herbert 
Haynes, James 
Hebert, Bobby 
tHilgenberg, Joel 
Hilliard, Dalton 
tJackson, Rickey 
Jakes, Van 
Johnson, Bobby 
Johnson, Vaughan 
Jones, Mike 
Jordan, Buford 
TKohibrand, Joe 
Korte, Steve 
tMartin, Eric 
tMaxie, Brett 
Mayes, Rueben 
McLemore, Dana 
Mills, Sam 
Poe, Johnnie 
Saindon, Pat 
Swilling, Pat 
Tice, John 
tToles, Alvin 
Tuggle, Anthony 
tWarren, Frank 
Waters, Mike 
tWattelet, Frank 
TWaymer, Dave 
Weaver, Emanuel 
tWilks, Jim 
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NFL 
Exp. Birthdate 


College 
Michigan State 
Nicholls State 
Southern California 
Colorado 
Penn State 
Mississippi 
Penn State 
Baylor 
Southern California 
Virginia 
Kentucky 
Missouri 
Liberty Baptist 
North Texas State 
Louisiana Tech 
Louisiana State 
Wichita State 
Cincinnati 
Fullerton State 
Kansas State 
Purdue 
Sioux Falls (S.D.) 
Lamar 
Mississippi Valley State 
Northwestern (La.) State 
Iowa 1 
Louisiana State 
Pittsburgh 
Kent State 
Texas 
North Carolina State 
Tennessee 
McNeese State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Arkansas 
Louisiana State 
Texas Southern 
Washington State 
Hawaii 
Montclair State 
Missouri 
Vanderbilt 
Georgia Tech 
Maryland 
Tennessee 
Nicholls State 
Auburn 
San Diego State 
Kansas 
Notre Dame 
South Carolina State 
San Diego State 


1. KNIGHT, Shawn DT Brigham Young Williams, John Wisconsin é 
2. HILL, Lonzell WR Washington TWilliams, Ralph Southern University 
‘yall 3. ADAMS, Mike DB Arkansas State tWilson, Dave Iinois 
~* TRAPILO, Steve G Boston College _ *Contz played 1 game with Browns, 13 with Saints in ‘86; Davis played 8 games with Colts in ‘86; 
TT} 5. MACK, Milton DB Alcorn State Gajan and Fowler missed ‘86 season due to injury; B. Johnson played 3 games with Cardinals, 8 with 
‘ 6. HENLEY, Thomas WR Stanford Saints in ‘86; McLemore played 3 games with 49ers, 3 with Saints in ‘86; Tuggle last active with Steelers 
7. ATKINS, Gene DB Florida A&M in ‘85; Waters played 5 games with Eagles in ‘86; Weaver last active with New Jersey-USFL in ‘85 and 
8. COOK, Toi DB Stanford last active in NFL with Bengals in ‘82. 
oO 9. LEACH, Scott LB Ohio State TOption playout; subject to developments. 
TH) 10. CLARK, Robert WR N.C. Central Also played with Saints in ‘86—S Russell Gary (7 games), DE Milford Hodge (1); QB Babe Laufen- 
2 11. WELLS, Arthur TE Grambling berg (1), DE Casey Merrill (1), LB Glen Redd (4), CB Willie Tullis (7), FB Wayne Wilson (5). 


12. SORRELLS, Tyrone G Georgia Tech 


96 »* The Sporting News 1987 Pro Football Yearbook 


Running is an after-thought 
in pass-happy AFC East 


By LARRY FELSER 


istilled to its basics, success 
in the American Confer- 
ence’s Eastern Division de- 
pends largely upon passing 
and pass defense. 

The division is bloated with skilled 
quarterbacks and receivers. Running the 
football is virtually an after-thought. 

In the 1987 NFL draft, seven of the first 
nine selections by division teams were de- 
fensive players, specifically defensive 
players with the ability to put pressure on 
quarterbacks or cover race-horse receiv- 
ers like Wesley Walker of the Jets, Stan- 
ley Morgan of the Patriots and Miami’s 
Mark II, Duper and Clayton. 

It should come as no surprise that New 
England is the defending champion of the 
division, since the Patriots strike the best 
balance of the five teams. The Pats fin- 
ished third in the conference in passing 
last year and, possibly more important, 
first in pass defense. 

New England threw 29 touchdowns a 
year ago, intercepted 21 and sacked op- 
posing quarterbacks 48 times, easily the 
best record in the division, even though 
the team’s best pressure man, linebacker 
Andre Tippett, missed five games with a 
knee injury. 

Only the Jets, with Ken O’Brien and Pat 
Ryan, rival New England’s quarterback 
depth with Tony Eason and the inspira- 
tional Steve Grogan. The Patriots possess 
the type of receivers that allow Coach 
Raymond Berry to use a control passing 
game or air it out if he chooses. 

Now it appears the Patriots may be 
able to reassemble the running game so 
that it resembles the powerful weapon of 
their Super Bowl season, 1985. 

A trade with Tampa Bay brought re- 
spected guard Sean Farrell. The draft 
brought Louisville tackle Bruce Arm- 
strong in the first round. And a rehabilita- 
tion program brings running back Reggie 
Dupard, last year’s first-round draft pick 
who missed most of the season due to a 
painful “turf toe.” 

The Jets finished sixth in the confer- 
ence in passing, but when the defense lost 
some key personnel due to injuries—nose 
tackle Joe Klecko (knee), linebacker 
Lance Mehl (knee) and ends Mark Gas- 
tineau (groin, knee) and Marty Lyons 
(shoulders)—the Sack Exchange went 
belly up and the team lost its last five reg- 
ular-season games. The Jets had a mea- 
ger 28 sacks and allowed 35 touchdowns 
through the air, finishing last in the con- 
ference in pass defense. 

The injuries were so severe to a num- 
ber of aging Jets that much of the defense 
may require rebuilding. 

The Jets offense is balanced, ranking 
fifth in passing and fourth in rushing 
among conference teams last year. And 
the running game was reinforced through 


TSN’s Predictions 


1. New England 


3. N.Y. Jets 
4. Buffalo 
5. Indianapolis 


the draft, adding Texas A&M fullback 
Roger Vick in the first round, despite 
pressing defensive needs. With their sec- 
ond-round pick, the Jets may have found 
the blitzing linebacker they desperately 
needed in Cincinnati’s Alex Gordon. 

The Jets’ showing in the playoffs is 
what makes them so unpredictable for 
1987. After defeating Kansas City in a one- 
sided game, they took formidable Cleve- 
land into two overtimes before losing. 

Despite all their problems, the Jets al- 
lowed only one passing touchdown in the 
postseason, and neither quarterback, 
O’Brien nor Ryan, threw an interception 
after a combined 21 in the regular season. 

Miami’s well-documented defensive 
troubles involve the run more than the 
pass, but the Dolphins recorded just 13 in- 
terceptions and 33 sacks last year, finish- 
ing ninth in the conference in pass de- 
fense. 

What continues to make the Dolphins 
so dangerous, however, is their own pass 
offense—as in quarterback Dan Marino. 
He launched 44 touchdowns, while his 
bodyguards, despite many injuries, al- 
lowed just 17 sacks. 

Defensive improvement will hinge on 
help from the draft and the ability of key 
defenders to rebound from injuries. 

“Hugh Green is our key,” admits Coach 
Don Shula, referring to the standout line- 
backer who missed all but three games of 
the 1986 season due to a knee injury. 

Shula also is banking on two longshot 
recoveries, nose tackle Bob Baumhower 
from a series of knee injuries and corner- 
back Don McNeal from a catalog of in- 
juries that have handicapped his career. 

The draft brought Boston College de- 
fensive end John Bosa, a tough, relentless 
pass-rusher, in the first round, and Wis- 
consin linebacker Rick Graf in round two. 
Graf will challenge Bob Brudzinski for his 
outside spot. 

Buffalo is making progress, albeit in 
small steps. The exception is at quarter- 
back, where Jim Kelly, indoctrinated by a 
full training camp and under the com- 
mand of coaches with whom he has a rap- 
port, should become a force to be reck- 


COMMENT 


Reinforcements have been added to the offensive line, and quar- 
terback Tony Eason will continue to get better. 


New personnel on defense has to help, but more concentration 
on running game will help the defense more than players. 


Questions on defense because of injuries to Joe Klecko, Mark 
Gastineau and Lance Mehl. Offensive line needs strength. 


Quarterback Jim Kelly can’t do it all alone, but Bills have foun- 
dation of solid team. Secondary is greatest area of concern. 


The Colts will go to a one-back offense, but who that will be is 
the question. Defense should be improved and keep games close. 


oned with. Kelly, despite joining the Bills 
just before the start of the season and 
clashing with the offensive thinkers on 
the coaching staff, still managed to toss 22 
touchdowns in his year of on-the-job NFL 
training. 

Defensive end Bruce Smith had 15 
sacks in his second pro season, account- 
ing for most of the 40 percent increase in 
sacks (36) over the year prior. Still, Buffa- 
lo had the least-opportunistic defense in 
the league, with just 10 interceptions and 
18 total turnovers, and finished next-to- 
last in pass defense. 

The Bills attempted to solve the prob- 
lem in the draft. Five of their first six 
picks were defensive players, and the first 
three—Penn State linebacker Shane Con- 
lan, Wisconsin cornerback Nate Odomes 
and Texas Tech cornerback Roland 
Mitchell, should challenge for starting 
spots. 

Indianapolis finished tied with the 
fewest touchdowns scored in the league 
(27), but quarterback Gary Hogeboom re- 
turned from an early-season shoulder in- 
jury to guide the team to victories in its 
final three games. 

Hogeboom has an exciting target in 
wide receiver Bill Brooks, who caught 65- 
passes and scored eight touchdowns as a 
rookie despite not starting until the fifth 
week of the season. 

On the minus side, the Colts recorded 
only 24 sacks while allowing 53, and 
ranked 12th in the conference in pass de- 
fense. 

Indy’s defense will receive immediate 
help from Alabama linebacker Cornelius 
Bennett, the first-round draft pick who, by 
consensus opinion of NFL scouts, has the 


- ability to become a franchise player. Ben- 


nett could be the catalyst needed for im- 
provement of the entire defense, which is 
heavy in high draft choices like line- 
backer Duane Bickett and ends Donnell 
Thompson and Jon Hand. Hand, another 
former "Bama star and last year’s first- 
round selection, started poorly but fin- 
ished fast as a rookie. 


Larry Felser is a sports columnist for the Buffalo 
Evening News. 
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Revitalized ground game could decide 


whether Pats are contenders or pretenders 


By KEVIN MANNIX 


hither the New England 
Patriots in 1987? Do they 
continue their recent 
success (a Super Bowl 
appearance following 
the 1985 season and a division champion- 
ship in 1986), or do they regress to their 
not-so-long-ago status as a playoff pre- 
tender? 

New England may not repeat as the 
American Conference East champion in 
'87, but the Patriots figure to be a better 
team—particularly in regard to the run- 
ning game. Actually, that wouldn’t be a 
major accomplishment. The Pats’ running 
game has to be better. After all, there 
wasn't a worse ground attack in the NFL 
last year. 

Despite compiling an 11-5 regular-sea- 
son record, the Patriots averaged only 
85.8 yards a game rushing and just 2.9 
yards per carry. In a 21-20 victory over 
New Orleans, the Pats had a net of two 
yards on 18 rushes, an average of four 
inches per attempt. 

The collapse of the run caught people 
by surprise because the previous year, the 
Pats were second in the AFC in running 
the ball. In retrospect, however, there 
were signs. 

Guard John Hannah had retired. Tight 
end Lin Dawson, a devastating blocker, 
missed’ the entire season because of a 
knee injury suffered in the Super Bowl in 
January 1986. In addition, running back 
Craig James, who went to the Pro Bowl 
after the 1985 season, slumped badly. 
Bothered by a recurring knee injury and 
little blocking, James gained only 427 
yards and averaged 2.8 yards a rush in 
1986. 

“We've got to be more physical on the 
line this year,” Coach Raymond Berry 
said. “Last year, there just weren’t the 
holes up front when the backs got there. 
They had no place to run. Obviously we 
missed John and Lin. Beyond that, howev- 
er, there were the injuries to Brian Hol- 
loway and Ron Wooten. They were able to 
play with the injures, but they weren’t as 
effective as they’d been because of them.” 

Berry used his first three draft choices 
of last spring to strengthen the running 
game. The Pats chose Louisville offensive 
tackle Bruce Armstrong in the first round, 
sent their No. 2 pick to Tampa Bay for 
sixth-year guard Sean Farrell (the Bucca- 
neers’ No. 1 selection in 1982) and then 
took Michigan blocking back Bob Perry- 
man in round three. 

Armstrong will be groomed for Hol- 
loway’s left-tackle position (Holloway in- 
tends to retire after this season), but could 
play right tackle this year, depending on 
how well Steve Moore recovers from a 
broken ankle and a major weight prob- 
lem. Farrell could play guard or tackle, 
left side or right. 


a eos 
> Ale 
End Garin Veris emerged last sea- 


son as one of the Patriots’ best de- 
fenders. 


Pete Brock at center and Wooten at 
right guard are steady players. 

Not all of the running problems have 
been addressed. Despite optimism re- 
garding James’ recovery and Robert 
Weathers’ expected return from bone 
spurs on his foot, there are questions 
about Tony Collins’ availability. Following 
the team’s mini-camp last April, Collins 
was sent to a drug rehabilitation clinic for 
treatment. 

In 1986, Collins was the club’s most pro- 
ductive back. He ran for 412 yards, caught 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

WR—Stanley Morgan, Irving Fryar. 
TE—Greg Baty. 
T—Brian Holloway, Steve Moore. 
G—Sean Farrell, Ron Wooten. 
C—Pete Brock. 
QB—Tony Eason. 
RB—Craig James. 
FB—Greg Hawthorne. 


DEFENSE 
E—Brent Williams, Garin Veris. 
NT—Mike Ruth. 


OLB—Andre Tippett, Don Blackmon. 

ILB—Steve Nelson, Lawrence McGrew. 

CB—Ronnie Lippett, R. Clayborn. 

S—Roland James, Fred Marion. 
SPECIALISTS 

K—Tony Franklin. _P—Rich Camarillo. 
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77 passes, scored eight touchdowns over- 
all and blocked effectively for James. 

If the running game is a question mark, 
the passing game should be an exclama- 
tion point. Stanley Morgan is coming off 
his best season in 10 years as a pro. There 
wasn’t a better all-around receiver in the 
league in '86 than Morgan, who caught 84 
passes for 1,491 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Tony Eason carried the offense through 
the middle of the season and developed 
into a quality quarterback, throwing 19 
touchdown passes (against only 10 inter- 
ceptions) and completing 61.6 percent of 
his passes. 

Given any kind of relief from the run- 
ning game and the possible emergence 
(long overdue) of Irving Fryar as a big- 
time receiver, the passing game should be 
even better this year. Fryar had 43 recep- 
tions last season, and Greg Baty totaled 37 
as a rookie tight end. 

While the futility of the running game 
overshadowed everything—New England, 
despite its rushing woes, scored 412 points 
last season, the second highest total in the 
league—the Pats’ running defense was al- 
most as bad. Teams with good running 
games had great games against the Pats, 
who got solid play from end Garin Veris 
but suffered dearly because of injuries to 
end Ken Sims and linebackers Andre Tip- 
pett and Steve Nelson and the inexperi- 
ence of Brent Williams and Toby Williams 
up front. New England, in fact, finished 
24th in rushing defense. 

There is little help available, either. 
The Pats didn’t take a defensive lineman 
until the fifth round of the draft (Tom Gib- 
son of Northern Arizona). There is hope in 
Mike Ruth, however. The 1986 second- 
round pick from Boston College saw little 
playing time last year because of injuries 
and inexperience. Given a chance at the 
end of the playoff loss to Denver, Ruth 
opened some eyes. He’s expected to win 
the starting nose-tackle job this year, al- 
lowing Toby Williams to become a swing 
man (playing in the middle and at end, 
where he’s more effective). 

Unless Johnny Rembert steps forward 
and Clayton Weishuhn (virtually inactive 
for three years because of injuries) makes 
a remarkable comeback, there could be 
continued problems in the middle of the 
linebacking corps. Nelson has had prob- 
lems with injuries, while Lawrence 
McGrew is basically an outside line- 
backer playing inside. Both Tippett and 
Don Blackmon are Pro Bowl-caliber out- 
side linebackers, but there is little depth 
behind them. 

The secondary is the strong point, even 
though neither strong safety Roland 
James nor free safety Fred Marion played 
particularly well in ’86. In Raymond Clay- 
born and the rapidly improving Ronnie 
Lippett (eight interceptions), the Pats 
have two high-quality cornerbacks. If 
healthy, Rod McSwain will see plenty of 


action in the secondary. 

The special teams didn’t make the 
game-winning plays that marked the 
Super Bowl season, but they were capable 
and should be better. 

So should punter Rich Camarillo, who 
had a subpar year. Kicker Tony Franklin 
had his most productive season, making 
32 of 41 field-goal attempts and leading 
the NFL in scoring with 140 points. Off- 
season knee surgery on his left (non-kick- 
ing) leg should make Franklin’s kickoffs 
more effective and improve his produc- 
tion on longer field-goal tries. 

With improvement on the ground (in 


mounting their own rushing attack and agrees 
stopping the opposition’s), the Patriots : an 
seem capable of using their success of the New England Patriots quarterback Tony Eason. 
last two seasons as a springboard to be- 
coming a solid playoff contender for a 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 
number of years. Mf NFL 
. Name Ht. Exp. Birthdate College 
1 DULE tBain, Bill 6-4 13 Southern California 
serene at any BAD aGre oe Z Stanford: 
Sept.21—at New York Jets (MOM )incnnnnee 9:00 Beene Ben Se ; Eas eu le 
Sept.27—at Washington........00+ ie, ee ; ss ‘ 
0 4—CLEVELAND 1:00 Bowman, Jim 6-2 =) Central Michigan 
Oct. 11—BUFFALO..... ‘1:00 TErocky Bete ee Z Gowrags 
 138— rs } utler, Chuc f oise State 
ae sa pote “i es +Camarillo, Rich 5-1 7 Washington 
Nov. 1—LOS ANGELES RAIDER 1:00 Clayborn, Raymond 6-0 1 Texas 
Now. 3— tN York Giant ¥ 8:00 Collins, Tony 5-11 7 East Carolina 
Nov. 15—DALLAS NL Oe “1:00 tDawson, Lin 6-3 6 North Carolina State 
Nov. 22—INDIANAPOLIS i an 1:00 Dennison, Glenn 6-3 2 Miami (Fla.) 
Nov. 29 PHILADELPHIA "1:00 Doig, Steve 6-2 5 New Hampshire 
Dec. 6—at D 2:00 Dupard, Reggie 5-1 2 Southern Methodist 
Dec, 13-NEW YORK JETS, 1:00 tEason, Tony 6-4 5 Iinos 
Dec. 20—at Buff : “3°00 +Fairchild, Paul 6-4 4 Kansas 
ec. a a i aoaeveal ‘ eat Farrell, Sean 6-3 6 Penn State 
Dec. 28—at Miami (MON.).....ccsssecssseccssereenensenes F tFranki, Tony 5-8 9 Texas A&M 
ryar, Irving 6-0 4 Nebraska 
1986 RESULTS—( 11-6) saesaly ees 720 4 Futmalt 
Patriots Opp. Att. rogan, Steve - ansas State 
33 Indianapolis.. . 3 (H) 55,208 Haley, Darryl 6-4 5 Utah 
(A) 72,422 Hawthorne, Greg 6-2 9 Baylor 
(H) 58,977 Hodge, Milford 6-3 2 Washington State 
(A) 75,804 Holloway, Brian 6-7 7 Stanford 
(H) 60,689 Ingram, Brian 6-4 5 Tennessee 
(H) 60,342 tJames, Craig 6-0 4 Southern Methodist 
(A) 54,743 James, Roland 6-2 8 Tennessee 
(A) 77,808 Jones, Cedric 6-1 6 Duke 
(H) 60,597 tLippett, Ronnie 5-11 5 Miami (Fla.) 
(A) 56,890 Marion, Fred 6-2 6 Miami (Fla.) 
(A) 64/339 Matich, Trevor 6-4 3 Brigham Young 
(H) 60,455 McGrew, Lawrence 6-5 7 Southern California 
(A) 59,259 McSwain, Rod 6-1 4 Clemson 
(H) 60,633 Moore, Steve 6-5 5 Tennessee State 
9 (H) 60,787 Morgan, Stanley 5-11 11 Tennessee 
(A) 74,516 Morriss, Guy 6-4 15 Texas Christian 
, Nelson, Steve 6-2 14 North Dakota State 
Meant Dennis 6-1 6 North Carolina State 
LT Denteigcacedeetied 22 (A) 76,105 Profit: Eugene Bia : Nevada-Las Vegas 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Never seta) 63 3 
Round and Player Position College Reynolds, Ed 6-5 Dp 
1. ARMSTRONG, Bruce  T _ Louisville Ruth, Mike 6-1 2 Boston College 
; tScott, Willie 6-4 7 South Carolina 
2. Choice to Tampa Bay ¢ 
3. PERRYMAN, Bob RB Michigan TSims, Kenneth 6-5 6 Texas 
4. GANNON, Rich QB Delaware tari) Stephen 5-10 3 McNeese State 
from L.A. Raiders Tatupu, Mosi s outhern California 
4. BEASLEY, Derrick DB Winston-Salem penet Aue oa : aa 
from N.Y. Jets through L.A. Raiders — +Weathers, Robert 6.2 é RH Seats 
4. JORDAN, Tim LB Wisconsin 4 
5. VILLA, Danny T Arizona State Weishuhn, Clayton 6-1 4 Angelo State 
from Tampa Bay Williams, Brent 6-3 2 Toledo 
5. GIBSON, Tom DEN. Arizona tWilliams, Derwin 6-1 3 New Mexico 
from San Diego yieenise aa na : rane ; 
it Miams, toby Is ebraska 
2: ee sh te WR Fresno State Wooten, Ron 6-4 6 6-28-59 North Carolina 
7. Choice to Tampa Bay *Bain played 4 games with Jets, 3 with Patriots in ‘86; Butler last active with Seahawks in ‘84; 
8. Choice to Kansas City Dawson, Ingram and Plunkett missed ‘86 season due to injury; Dennison last active with Jets in ‘84; 
i apace to Pha Bay Eola peavey = saes i Puceaneels in ‘86; Hodge played 1 game with Saints, 6 with Patriots in ‘86. 
. Choice to San Francisco ption playout; subject to developments. 
through Buffalo Also played with Patriots in ‘86—S Vencie Glenn (4 games), G Adam Lingner (active for 1 game but 
te Sale K Tennessee did not play), DE Ben Thomas (4). 
, Elgin RBC. Florida 
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Defenseless Dolphins are looking 
for intensity, exuberance, nastiness 


By GARY SHELTON 


erhaps Miami Dolphins fans 
can take heart. Amid the 
newness and cleanness of Joe 
Robbie Stadium, something 
might surface that has been 
missing in recent seasons at the Orange 
Bowl. 

Some good, old-fashioned nastiness. 

The Dolphins made a mean-ingful move 
in that direction in the April 28 draft by 
selecting Boston College defensive end 
John Bosa and Wisconsin linebacker Rick 
Graf in the first two rounds. 

Both players are known for their inten- 
sity, exuberance—and nastiness. 

The Dolphins can use it all. They tied 
for 26th in the National Football League 
in total defense last year, and had an 8-8 
record despite leading the league with 430 
points. Miami finished third behind the 
New England Patriots and the New York 
Jets in the American Football Conference 
Eastern Division. 

“You don’t get where you want to go in 
this league without a good defense,” Dol- 
phins Coach Don Shula said. “That is our 
Number | priority, to improve the de- 
fense.” 

Enter Bosa, who once grabbed a Boston 
College teammate and shook him for 
coasting his way through a practice. 

Enter Graf, who delighted his Badger 
teammates with his antics in the huddle. 
“We used to sit back and laugh,” said de- 
fensive back Bobby Taylor, another Dol- 
phins draft pick from Wisconsin. “We'd 
say ‘Rick, why do you want to kick that 
boy in the stomach.’ Or, ‘Rick, man, why 
do you want to step on his hand.’ He was 
nasty.” 

Oh, those nasty boys. 

“There is something known as a defen- 
sive temperament,” Shula said. “‘Call it ag- 
gressive, nasty, whatever. You've got to 
have it. You’ve got to play within the 
rules—no cheap shots—but it is a physical 
game, and we've really slacked off in that 
department in the last few years.” 

The Dolphins’ offense should continue 
to hold up its end. Dan Marino—who had 
a rare off-season in which he did not have 
knee surgery—set league records for at- 
tempts (623) and completions (378) in 
1986, He passed for a league-leading 4,746 
yards and 44 touchdowns. 

Marino will be throwing to Pro Bowlers 
Mark Duper (67 receptions, 1,313 yards 
and 11 touchdowns) and Mark Clayton (60 
receptions, 1,150 yards and 10 touch- 
downs). Tight end Bruce Hardy enjoyed 
his best season with 54 receptions in 1986. 
Nat Moore, who turns 36 in September, 
has said he also wants to return, but sec- 
ond-year receiver James Pruitt and the 
Dolphins’ other second-round draft pick, 
Scott Schwedes of Syracuse, are crowding 
the picture. 

Add the improvement of running back 
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John Offerdahl became Miami’s 
leading tackler and a Pro Bowl 
linebacker in his rookie season. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Mark Duper, Mark Clayton. 
TE—Bruce Hardy. 
T—Jon Giesler, Greg Koch. 
G—Roy Foster, Ronnie Lee. 
C—Dwight Stephenson. 
QB—Dan Marino. 
RB—Lorenzo Hampton. 
FB—Woody Bennett. 
DEFENSE 
E—T.J. Turner, George Little. 
NT—Bob Baumhower. 
OLB—Bob Brudzinski, Hugh Green. 
ILB—Larry Kolic, John Offerdahl. 
CB—Paul Lankford, William Judson. 
S—Glenn Blackwood, Bud Brown. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Fuad Reveiz. P—Reggie Roby. 
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Lorenzo Hampton and the offense ap- 
pears to be in good shape. Hampton 
rushed for 830 yards, the most in one year 
by a Dolphin in the 1980s, and ran for all 
nine of Miami’s rushing touchdowns. He 
also caught 61 passes for 446 yards. 

Hampton helped avert a backfield ca- 
tastrophe by taking over for Tony Nathan, 
who had an injury-filled year. The Dol- 
phins selected Boston College’s Troy 
Stradford in the fourth round of the draft, 
and the exciting all-purpose back could 
challenge for a job. 

Miami's offensive line has been bat- 
tered about for two years, but it still al- 
lowed only 17 sacks—lowest in the NFL— 
last season. All-Pro center Dwight Steph- 
enson and Pro Bowl guard Roy Foster are 
the leaders. 

It all adds up to points—even more than 
the defense surrendered, and that’s say- 
ing something. 

One of the great rhetorical questions 
asks how well that offense could have 
done against the Dolphins’ defense last 
year. Miami had a weak pass rush (start- 
ing defensive ends T.J. Turner and 
George Little had a total of six sacks) and 
opponents rushed for a 4.6-yard average, 
the second-worst mark in the league. 

Since 1970, when Shula became head 
coach, no team had ever scored 50 points 
against the Dolphins. But in the season 
opener, the defense surrendered 50 points 
to the San Diego Chargers and then 51 two 
weeks later to the Jets. 

The Dolphins played most of the sea- 
son without outside linebacker Hugh 
Green, who missed the last 13 games with 
a knee injury. Green, who still tied for sec- 
ond on the team with four sacks, has been 
working out in the off-season and says 
he'll be back. The Dolphins, however, are 
taking a more conservative view. “We 
can’t take the attitude heTt be ready, be- 
cause we don’t know,” Shula said. 

What is known is that Miami expects an 
impact from both Bosa—whom they liked 
better than Nebraska’s Danny Noonan or 
Brigham Young’s Shawn Knight—and 
Graf. 

Bosa had 10.5 sacks and 125 tackles in 
his senior year, while Graf, who suffered a 
season-ending knee injury as a junior, had 
72 tackles, three fumble recoveries and 
two interceptions in 1986. 

Shula has talked of playing them both 
on the left side of the defense, where de- 
fensive end Doug Betters and outside line- 
backer Bob Brudzinski teamed for so 
long. Betters lost his job to Turner last 
year, and Brudzinski did not have one of 
his best seasons. 

If the two rookies have anywhere near 
the impact that inside linebacker John Of- 
ferdahl had in his first year, the Dolphins 
will be better for it. Offerdahl was easily 
the team’s leading tackler (135 total, 109 
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solo) and started in the Pro Bowl. 

The other inside linebacker spot was 
unsettled a year ago. Jackie Shipp started 
most of the season, but rookie Larry Kolic 
took over the last two games. 

The linebackers could be helped by 
more consistent play from the defensive 
line. Nose tackle Bob Baumhower never 
completely recovered from knee surgery 
that kept him out all of 1985, and Mike 
Charles was a disappointment. 

Both Turner and Little had improved 
by the end of the year, and one of them 
could be moved to nose tackle in 1987. 
Free agent Brian Sochia, the former 
Houston Oiler, also has shown promise. 

In the secondary, the Dolphins wanted 
help but didn’t get it. 

An injury-free year would help. Paul 
Lankford, Bud Brown, Don McNeal and 
Glenn Blackwood all were hampered at 
various times. Reyna Thompson was im- 
pressive at cornerback at season's end. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at New England ........scssscssessesseseseeseess 1:00 
Sept.20—at Indianapolis ........ a 
Sept.27—NEW YORK GIANTS. 
Oct. 4—at Seattle... 
Oct. L1—KANSAS CITY... 
Oct. 18—at New York Jets... hae 
Oct. 25—BUFFALO............ .. 1:00 
Nov, 1—PITTSBURGH. ae 

Nov. 8—at Cincinnati.... 
Nov. 15—INDIANAPOLIS. 
Nov. 22—at Dallas.......... 
Nov. 29—at Buffalo... 
Dec. 7—NEW YORK JETS (Mon.).. 
Dec. 13—at Philadelphia ............ 


Dec. 20—WASHINGTON....... .. 8:00 
Dec. 28B—NEW ENGLAND (Mon. ).......c.ecseeseesee 9:00 
1986 RESULTS— (8-8) 
Dolphins Opp. Att. 
28 San Diego 50 (A) 57,726 
30 Indianapolis... . 10 (H) 51,848 
45 N.Y. Jets (OT)... .» 51 (A) 71,025 
16 San Francisco » 31 (H) 70,264 
7 New England.. . 34 (A) 60,689 
27 Buffalo...... . 14 (H) 49,467 
28 L.A. Raiders.. . 30 (H) 53,421 
17 Indianapolis... . 13 (A) 58,350 
28 Houston... . 7 (H) 43,804 
16 Cleveland . 26 (A) 77,949 
34 Buffalo . 24 (A) 76,474 
45 N.Y. Jets . 3 (H) 70,206 
14 Atlanta...... . 20 (H) 53,762 
31 New Orleans... . 27 (A) 64,761 
37 L.A. Rams (OT). oe 62,629 
27 New England 74,516 


1987 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 
1. Choice to Minnesota 
1. BOSA, John 


DE Boston College 
from Minnesota 


2. GRAF, Rick LB Wisconsin 
2. SCHWEDES, Scott WR Syracuse 
from N.Y. Giants through St. Louis 
3. Choice to St. Louis 
4. STRADFORD, Troy RB Boston College 
5. Choice to St. Louis 
5. CONLIN, Chris T Penn State 
from Kansas City 
6. SELLERS, Lance LB Boise State 
7. BROWN, Tom RB Pittsburgh 
8. WILLIAMS, Joel TE Notre Dame 
8. DENNIS, Mark T Illinois 
from Kansas City 
9. PIDGEON, Tim LB Syracuse 
10. TAYLOR, Bobby DB Wisconsin 
11. MANN, Terence NT SMU 
12. KARSATOS, Jim QB Ohio State 
102 


Miami Dolphins quarterback Dan Marino. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


Name 
Banks, Fred 
tBaumhower, Bob 
TBennett, Woody 
Betters, Doug 
Blackwood, Glenn 
tBrown, Bud 
Brown, Donald 
tBrown, Mark 
Brudzinski, Bob 
Charles, Mike 
Clark, Steve 
Clayton, Mark 
Davenport, Ron 
Dellenbach, Jeff 
Duper, Mark 
Foster, Roy 
Frye, David 
Giesler, Jon 
Green, Cleveland 
Green, Hugh 
Griffin, Larry 
Hampton, Lorenzo 
Hardy, Bruce 
Hendel, Andy 
Hobley, Liffort 
Jensen, Jim 
Johnson, Dan 
Judson, William 
tKoch, Greg 
Kolic, Larry 
Kozlowski, Mike 
Lankford, Paul 
tLee, Larry 
Lee, Ronnie 
Little, George 
Marino, Dan 
Marshall, David 
tMcNeal, Don 
Mendoza, Ruben 
tMoore, Nat 
Nathan, Tony 
Offerdahl, John 
Pruitt, James 
Reveiz, Fuad 
Roby, Reggie 
Rose, Donovan 
Rose, Joe 
Sendlein, Robin 
Shipp, Jackie 
Smith, Mike 
Sochia, Brian 
Stephenson, Dwight 
tStrock, Don 
Thompson, Reyna 
Toth, Tom T 
Turner, T.J. DE 
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College 
Liberty Baptist 
Alabama 
Miami (Fla.) 
Nevada-Reno 
Texas 
Southern Mississippi 
Maryland 
Purdue 
Ohio State 
Syracuse 
Utah 
Louisville 
Louisville 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern (La.) State 
Southern California 
Purdue 
Michigan 
Southern 
Pittsburgh 
North Carolina 
Florida 
Arizona State 
North Carolina State 
Louisiana State 
Boston University 
Iowa State 
South Carolina State 
Arkansas 
Ohio State 
Colorado 
Penn State 


Baylor 

Iowa 

Pittsburgh 

Eastern Michigan 

Alabama 

Wayne State 

Florida 

Alabama 

Western Michigan 

Fullerton State 

Tennessee 

Iowa 

Hampton Institute 

California 

Texas 

Oklahoma 

Texas-El Paso 14 
Northwestern Oklahoma St. 6 
Alabama 16 
Virginia Tech 

Baylor 

Western Michigan 

Houston 


: “Banks last active with Browns in ‘85; D. Brown played 13 games with Chargers, 2 with Dolphins in 
86; Clark, J. Rose and Sendlein missed ‘86 season due to injury; Griffin played 3 games with Oilers in ‘86; 
Hobley last active with Cardinals in ‘85; Marshall last active with Toronto-CFL in ‘86, last active in NFL 
with Browns in ‘84; Mendoza played 6 games with Packers in ‘86. 

TOption playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Dolphins in ‘86—S Lyle Blackwood (5 games), LB Jay Brophy (4), RB Joe Carter 
(7), RB Craig Ellis (9), NT Jerome Foster (14), DE Mack Moore (7), LB Alex Moyer (3), LB Fred 
Robinson (4), LB Jack Squirek (2), LB Johnny Taylor (1), T Chris Ward (active for 1 game but did not 


play). 
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Jets need physical, psychological 
help after a confusing 1986 season 


By PETER FINNEY ur. 


ew York Jets Coach Joe 
Walton is a man of few 
words and even fewer pre- 
dictions, so he summed up 
his feelings about the 1987 
season succinctly. 

“ “We need help,” Walton said. “Surgical 
help.” 

The Jets played surgical roulette during 
the off-season, and it’s anyone’s guess 
where their wheel of misfortune will stop. 

Three key players—nose tackle Joe 
Klecko, linebacker Lance Mehl and right 
offensive tackle Reggie McElroy—had re- 
constructive knee surgery, and none is ex- 
pected back until at least October. Defen- 
sive end Marty Lyons, left offensive tackle 
Jim Sweeney and left offensive guard Ted 
Banker had shoulder surgery that was ex- 
pected to limit their work in training 
camp. Defensive end Mark Gastineau, 
who tore the anterior cruciate in his knee 
during a sad-sack season in which he re- 
corded only two quarterback traps, didn’t 
have surgery but may have to play with a 
brace. 

“You have to play with the cards you 
are dealt,” Walton reasoned. 

Besides the physical rehabilitation, 
Walton has some psychological healing to 
pull off, as well. 

In the first 11 weeks of the 1986 season, 
quarterback Ken O'Brien and backup Pat 
Ryan directed the team to 10 victories. 
There was legitimate talk about the Jets 
being the best team in the National Foot- 
ball League. 

And then, it seems, everything fell 
apart. 

O’Brien, who had thrown 23 touchdown 
passes and only eight interceptions to 
lead the NFL quarterback ratings through 
11 weeks, suddenly looked like a fright- 
ened rabbit. In a confounding five-week 
slide, O’Brien threw 12 interceptions and 
connected for just two touchdowns. The 
Jets, who in November probably would 
have been slight favorites over the Giants, 
became the first team in NFL history to 
lose its last five games and still make the 
playoffs. They finished 10-6 and were 
edged for first place in the American 
Football Conference Eastern Division by 
the New England Patriots, who had an 11- 
5 season. 

Walton said the disastrous finish is not 
as mystifying as it appears. O’Brien’s pro- 
tection broke down in the final month, he 
said, mainly because Sweeney and Bank- 
er were playing with one arm and tackle 
Gordon King had lost 20 pounds due to the 
flu. 

“There’s never one reason for any- 
thing,” Walton said. “There’s always a se- 
ries of things that develop. Sweeney 
played the last six weeks with a harness. 
Ted Banker played with a harness and 
really shouldn’t have been playing as 


Al Toon has established his cre- 
dentials as one of the most danger- 
ous receivers in pro football. 


much as Sweeney was. We lost (center) 
Joe Fields for eight games, and Joe wasn’t 
100 percent when he came back. Dan Ra- 
dakovich did a good job coaching the of- 
fensive line, but it was a struggle the last 
five or six games.” 

O’Brien was benched in the playoffs, 
but Walton adamantly insists that his No. 
1 passer can rebound mentally. “There’s 
no doubt in my mind he’s a class act,” 
Walton said. “He’s got a lot of talent. He’s 
proved he can win.” 

To get the entire team stronger to pre- 
vent another injury epidemic, Walton 
began an eight-week intensive weight lift- 
ing program in May. 

“The offensive line has to stay strong, 


De ee 
1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

WR—AI Toon, Wesley Walker. 
TE—Mickey Shuler. 
T—Jim Sweeney, Gordon King. 
G—Ted Banker, Dan Alexander. 
C—Joe Fields. 
QB—Ken O’Brien. 
RB—Freeman McNeil. 
FB—Roger Vick (R). 
DEFENSE 

E—Marty Lyons, Mark Gastineau. 
NT—Tom Baldwin. 
OLB—Bob Crable, Rusty Guilbeau. 
ILB—Kyle Clifton, Kevin McArthur. 
CB—Jerry Holmes, Russell Carter. 
S—Lester Lyles, Harry Hamilton. 

SPECIALISTS 
K—Pat Leahy. P—Dave Jennings. 
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particularly to pass block,” Walton said. 
“It’s something that will help prolong 
their careers and help them play better 
throughout the season. Near the end of 
the year, we weren’t as physically strong 
as we were at the beginning of the year.” 

Walton also believes in offensive bal- 
ance, which is one reason he passed up 
sorely needed defensive help in the first 
round of the draft. Instead, the Jets select- 
ed Texas A&M fullback Roger Vick, a 233- 
pounder with 4.6 speed and excellent 
hands. Vick almost certainly will start in 
place of Tony Paige, who was mainly a 
blocker, and be used in different combina- 
tions with Freeman McNeil (856 yards 
rushing) and Johnny Hector (605 yards). 

“You’ve got to be able to run the ball to 
win championships,” Walton said. “I think 
we would have been playing Denver (in 
the AFC championship game) if we 
could’ve run the ball better in the latter 
stages (of ‘an overtime playoff loss to 
Cleveland). Now we can put size and 
speed in the backfield, and a defense has 
to be able to defend every combination.” 

O'Brien certainly has an abundance of 
targets. Al Toon made the Pro Bowl in his 
second season and has become one of the 
most feared receivers in football. His call- 
ing card is grace, leaping ability and in- 
credible toughness. Toon, who finished 
second in the AFC with 85 catches, is 
complemented by 10-year veteran Wesley 
Walker, who has the sprinter’s speed to 
bend defenses. Six of Walker’s career-high 
12 scoring catches went for 83, 71, 65, 50, 
46 and 43 yards. He finished the season 
with 49 receptions for 1,016 yards. 

The Jets’ biggest concerns are on de- 
fense, where five linemen are at least 30 
years old. The leading sackers for the 
Jets, who finished next-to-last in the con- 
ference in 1986, were Klecko and nickel 
back Bobby Humphery, who each had 
four. 

With Mehl out, the Jets’ linebacking is 
weak, although they are counting on 
quick fixes from the University of Cincin- 
nati’s Alex Gordon and Tennessee State’s 
Onzy Elam, promising outside linebackers 
taken in the second and third rounds. If 
the rookies come through, Bob Crable 
might move inside while Mehl recovers. 

The secondary gave up 4,567 passing 
yards, the most in the NFL, but defensive 
coordinator Bud Carson attributed many 
of the coverage breakdowns to the lack of 
quarterback pressure. Without Klecko, 
Gastineau and Mehl applying the heat, 
cornerbacks Russell Carter and Jerry 
Holmes were sitting ducks. Carter has the 
potential to be a great one, but he hasn’t 
sustained that level throughout a season. 

The special teams, coached by Larry 
Pasquale, are among the best in the AFC. 

Two specialists, kicker Pat Leahy, 36 
years old, and punter Dave Jennings, 35, 
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form the oldest tandem in the NFL. 
Leahy’s accuracy has zoomed to 77.6 per- 
cent in three seasons at Giants Stadium. 
Jennings, who has punted more times 
than any other player in league history, 
has lost some pop in his leg, but he is an 
excellent finesse punter who fits well with 
the Jets because he’s usually kicking from 
midfield, trying to place the ball inside the 
20-yard line. The Jets wouldn’t have in- 
vested an eighth-round pick in Montana’s 
Mike Rice, however, if they were not con- 
cerned. 

More than anything, the Jets need to 
show staying power this season. In the 
last three years, they have a 19-5 record 
in the first eight weeks and a 9-15 mark in 
the last eight. — —_ 

As Ryan said, “We played some really New York Jets quarterback Ken O’Brien. 
good football last year, but doing it for 


two-thirds of the season don’t cut it.” 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


1987 SCHEDULE NFL 
Sept.13—at Buffalo le ; . Exp. Birthdate College 


Sept.21—NEW ENGLAND (Mon.)... 11 Louisiana State 
Sept.27—at Pittsburgh Penn State 

Oct. 4—DALLABG........ Tulsa ; / 

Oct. 11—at Indianapolis . Southeast Missouri State 
Oct. 18—MIAMI.......... Minnesota 

Oct. 25—at Washington... Concordia 

Nov. 1—INDIANAPOLIS.... Pittsburgh 

Nov. 9—SEATTLE (Mon.). Montana 

Nov. 15—at Kansas City. Miami (Fla.) 


A Southern Methodist 
Nov. 29—CINCINNATI Miami(Fla.) 
Dec. 7—at Miami (Mon.) Northern Illinois 
Dec. 13—at New England 
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Alexander, Dan 
Alexander, Rogers 
Baldwin, Tom 
Banker, Ted 
+tBarber, Marion 
Bennett, Barry 
Benson, Troy 
Bingham, Guy 
Brophy, Jay 
Carter, Russell 
Chickillo, Tony 
Clark, Randy 
Clifton, Kyle 
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4 
4 
6 
0 
2 
8 
4 7 
4 2 
Sy eat 
8 {7 
Crable, Bi 6 5 
Dec. 20—PHILADELPHIA... rable; Bob 9 Notre Dame 
: Faaola, Nuu - 2 1 Hawaii 
Dec. 27—at New York Giants. shed ce = ney wht Widener 
oster, Jerome ~ 4 7 Ohio State 
1986 RESULTS—( 11-7) Gastineau, Mark = by aa! East Central Oklahoma 
Jets Att. Glenn, Kerry - 27 33 Minnesota 
28 Buffalo 79,951 TGriggs, Billy a 3S Virginia 
6 New England... .. 20 (H) 72,422 TGuilbeau, Rusty - 6m A McNeese State 
51 Miami (OT). 45 (H) 71,025 Haight, Mike M3 2 10 Iowa 
26 Indianapolis.. 7 (A) 56,075 Hamilton, Harry S Coe walt Penn State 
14 Buffalo......... 13 (H) 69,504 Hamm, Bob 6- 4 4 Nevada-Reno 
31 New England... we 24 (A) 60,342 Harper, Michael 5-10 2 5 Southern California 
22 Denver......... ws 10 (H) 73,759 Hector, Johnny 5-11 Seagull Texas A&M 
28 New Orleans .. 23 (H) 44,246 tHolmes, Jerry 6- Great West Virginia 
38 Seattle... a. 7 (A) 62,497 tHoward, Car! 6- 4 9 Rutgers 
28 Atlanta... uw. 14 (A) 53,476 tHumphery, Bobby 5-10 4 8 New Mexico State 
31 Indianapolis. we 16 (H) 65,149 tJennings, Dave 6-4 14 6 St. Lawrence 
fansite. ww 45 (A) 70,206 Jones, Johnny (Lam) 5-11 6 4 Texas 
3 L.A. Rams we» 17 (H) 70,539 tKing, Gordon 6-6 OW en Stanford 
10 San Francisco. a 24 (A) 58,091 Klecko, Joe 6-3 11 10- Temple 
24 Pittsburgh... we 45 (H) 58,044 Klever, Rocky 6-3 ew Montana 
QU CHACIAAED Sericssserchesserasccorsonsettes 52 (A) 51,619 Leahy, Pat 6-0 eG ie St. Louis 
peers oe z Q yee 
AFC WILD CARD GAME yan connny ° LA 
‘ Lyons, Marty 6-5 9 1 Alabama 
5s KANSAS CIRY ai tecastivechesssercrvenrcse 15 (H) 69,307 McArthur, Kevin 6.2 3 5 ama 
cElroy, Reggie 6-6 5 3 West Texas State 
SIRNA CSOT eta) McNeil, Freeman 5-11 ih 2 @ UCLA 
leveland (20T) ......secsssessones 3 (A) 78,106 Met Lance 6-3 @ 2. Penn State 
iano, Rich - 3 Hawaii 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Monger, Matt 6-1 3 Oklahoma State 
Round and Player Position College tMoore, Derland 6-4 15 Oklahoma 
1. VICK, Roger RB Texas A&M O'Brien, Ken 6-4 5 Cal-Davis 
2. GORDON, Alex LB Cincinnati tPaige, Tony 5-10 4 Virginia Tech 
from L.A. Raiders Ryan, Pat 6-3 10 Tennessee 
2. Choice to Washington Shuler, Mickey 6-3 10 Penn State 
through L.A. Raiders TSohn, Kurt 5-11 6 Fordham 
3. ELAM, Onzy LB Tennessee St. Sweeney, Jim 6-4 4 Pittsburgh 
4. Choice to New England Toon, Al 6-4 3 Wisconsin 
through L.A. Raiders Townsell, JoJo 5-9 3 LA 
5. JACKSON, Kirby DB Mississippi St. Walker, Wesley 6-0 11 California 
6. MARTIN, Tracy WR_ North Dakota “Brophy played 4 games with Dolphins in ‘86; Chickillo last active with Chargers in ‘85; Clark played 
7. NICHOLS, Gerald NT Florida State 12 games with Cardinals in ‘86; Foster played 14 games with Dolphins, 1 with Jets in ‘86; Hamm last 
8. HUNTER, Eddie RB Virginia Tech active with Chiefs in ‘85; Jones missed ‘86 season due to injury. 
from Tampa Bay TOption playout; subject to developments. 
8. RICE, Mike P Montana Also played with Jets in ‘86—T Bill Bain (4 games), RB Dennis Bligen (4), CB Robert Ducksworth 
9. McLEAN, Ron DE Fullerton St. (2), DE Elvis Franks (3), LB Charles Jackson (15), CB/KR Daviin Mullen (5), DE Ben Rudolph (16), G 
10. LEWIS, Sid DB Penn State Ron Sams (active for 2 games but did not play), DE Jim Stuckey (5), QB Richard Todd (active for 3 
11. TIMMER, Kirk LB Montana State games but did not play). 
12. RANSDELL, Bill QB Kentucky 
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Optimistic Bills look for defense, 
Kelly to make things happen 


By MILT NORTHROP 


ou used to be able to invite 
the Buffalo Bills to any polite 
gathering and not worry 
about the silverware being 
pilfered. After all, the Bills 
didn’t make off with anything that didn’t 
belong to them—especially the football. 

“I never saw a team as poor at taking 
the ball away from an opponent as we 
are,” Coach Marv Levy said after guiding 
the Bills for the last seven games of the 
1986 National Football League season. 
The former Kansas City mentor, who be- 
came the Bills’ third coach since the start 
of the 1985 season when he succeeded 
Hank Bullough in early November, posted 
a 2-5 record. 

Not only did the Bills, who finished 4-12 
overall last season, tie for last in the NFL 
in interceptions with 10, they were dead 
last in fumble recoveries with eight and 
finished a minus-21 (by far the league’s 
worst figure) on the takeaway-giveaway 
table. 

No wonder, then, that Buffalo was next 
to last in the NFL in average possession 
time (28 minutes, 1 second), meaning less 
opportunity for Bills quarterback Jim 
Kelly to put points on the scoreboard. 

“The best way to help Jim Kelly is to 
have a dominating defense,” Levy said. 
“If you’ve got a great defense, you can 
take risks on offense.” Accordingly, the 
No. 1 priority for Levy and General Man- 
ager Bill Polian in 1987 is a revamped de- 
fense with an emphasis on speed and ag- 
gressiveness. 

Buffalo went out and hired Walt Corey 
from the Kansas City Chiefs as defensive 
coordinator and then invested in five de- 
fensive players among its first six picks in 
last spring’s draft. “We’re going to be an 
attacking defense,” Corey vowed. 

Buffalo’s first draftee was Penn State 
linebacker Shane Conlan, who grew up 
just 70 miles from Rich Stadium. He will 
be an instant starter at left outside line- 
backer. “We’re going to bring Shane in 
and line him up,” Levy said. “We’re not 
shutting anybody else out, but it’s his job 
to lose.” Conlan is counted on to bring in- 
telligence, toughness, consistency and a 
winning attitude to the Bills—as well as a 
penchant for the big plays that were miss- 
ing last season on a Buffalo defensive unit 
that ranked 24th in the NFL. 

Conlan’s arrival sends Darryl Talley 
over to the right side, where he replaces 
nine-season Bills veteran Lucius Sanford. 
The Bills chose not to renew Sanford’s 
contract. Eugene Marve, the Bills’ No. 1 
tackler last year, and former United 
States Football League player Ray Bent- 
ley finished 1986 as the starting inside 
linebacker pair. However, Jim Haslett, 
who suffered a leg fracture in the final 
exhibition game of ’86, is back to reclaim 
his position from Bentley. 


Defensive end Bruce Smith is 
quickly earning status among the 
NFL’s elite players. 

== —>SESESE_—_ xa 


The front three of Sean McNanie, Fred 
Smerlas and Bruce Smith (15 sacks in his 
second pro season) looks set. Smith was 
easily the Bills’ best player in ’86 and is on 
the verge of stardom. Defensive-line 
depth may not be a problem after the 
drafting of end Leon Seals of Jackson 
State and nose tackle Bruce Mesner of 
Maryland. 

The dispatching of longtime Bills play- 
er Steve Freeman to the Minnesota Vik- 
ings last March perhaps points up Levy’s 
quest for a faster corps of defensive 
backs. 

“We need defensive speed. Man, do we 
need defensive speed,” Levy observed. 
That deficiency prompted the Bills to se- 
lect cornerbacks Nate Odomes of Wiscon- 
sin and Roland Mitchell of Texas Tech in 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Chris Burkett, Andre Reed. 
TE—Pete Metzelaars. 
T—Ken Jones, Joe Devlin. 
G—Jim Ritcher, Will Wolford. 
C—Kent Hull. 
QB—Jim Kelly. 
RB—Greg Bell. 
FB—Carl Byrum. 
DEFENSE 
E—Sean McNanie, Bruce Smith. 
NT—Fred Smerlas. 
OLB—Shane Conlan (R), Darryl Talley. 
ILB—Eugene Marve, Jim Haslett. 
CB—Derrick Burroughs, Charles Romes. 
S—Dwight Drane, Lawrence Johnson. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Scott Norwood. P—John Kidd. 
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the second round of the draft and outside 
linebacker David Brandon of Memphis 
State in the third round. 

The 1986 Bills were 27th in pass de- 
fense, allowing opponents to complete 
60.2 percent of their attempts. Facing ac- 
curate throwers in the American Confer- 
ence East such as Dan Marino, Ken 
O’Brien and Tony Eason and receivers 
such as Mark Duper, Mark Clayton, Al 
Toon and Stanley Morgan makes the 
building of an effective missile shield a 
high priority. 

Odomes or Mitchell could eventually 
succeed 32-year-old right cornerback 
Charles Romes. The left corner entering 
training camp was Derrick Burroughs, a 
first-round draft choice in 1985 who hasn’t 
established himself in two seasons be- 
cause of injuries and perhaps a lack of 
maturity. 

Mitchell, who can hit and cover, ac- 
cording to Bills scouts, also could get a 
shot at free safety. The leading candi- 
dates there, however, are veteran 
Lawrence Johnson, who didn’t play last 
season because of a torn calf muscle, and 
1986 free-agent signee Mark Kelso, For- 
mer USFL player Dwight Drane, who 
signed after the 86 season got under way, 
is the front-runner at strong safety. 

Naturally, the offense revolves around 
Kelly, who was far from an accomplished 
NFL-style quarterback after coming over 
from the USFL Houston Gamblers’ run- 
and-shoot offense. He also had only two 
weeks of training camp after he signed 
with the Bills. Despite his unfamiliarity 
with NFL defenses, Kelly completed 59.4 
percent of his passes, threw for 3,593 
yards (the second highest total in club his- 
tory), fired 22 touchdown passes and 
threw 17 interceptions. 

Third-year players Andre Reed and 
Chris Burkett are the returning starters at 
wide receiver. Reed caught 53 passes last 
year, seven for touchdowns. Injuries limit- 
ed Burkett to 34 catches, but he averaged 
a whopping 22.9 yards per reception. Vet- 
eran wide-out Jerry Butler is expected to 
rebound from a leg fracture. At tight end, 
Pete Metzelaars is coming off a 49-catch 
season. 

The Bills’ offensive line consists of Ken 
Jones and Joe Devlin at the tackles, Jim 
Ritcher and Will Wolford at the guards 
and Kent Hull at center. Ritcher will be 
seriously challenged by veteran utility- 
man Tim Vogler. Developing offensive- 
line prospects include Greg Christy, Leon- 
ard Burton, Mark Traynowicz and Dale 
Hellestrae. 

The biggest surprise for the Bills last 
season was running back Robb Riddick, 
who had missed two of the previous five 
seasons because of injuries and had car- 
ried the ball only 10 times in the other 
three years. Riddick, at age 29, came on 
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in relief of Greg Bell (who was plagued by 
groin and abdominal injuries) and ran for 
632 yards. Bell, reportedly mentally and 
physically primed for 1987, is expected to 
return to top form. 

Besides Bell and Riddick, the Bills have 
Ronnie Harmon, their top draft pick in 
1986. Harmon signed late and struggled 
with minor injuries, but showed flashes of 
brilliance at running back. 

Fullback seems to belong to Carl 
Byrum, who was brought along slowly last 
year before being felled by injuries. Jamie 
Mueller, from little Benedictine College in 


: : “ Prater, Dean Oklahoma State 
17 Kansas City.. . 14 (A) 31,492 Reed, Andre Kutztown State 


Atchison, Kan., was drafted in the third Buffalo Bills running back Robb Riddick. 
round as a much-needed backup. 
Punter John Kidd, despite a disappoint- 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 
ing 34.5-yard net average, and placekick- NFL 
er Scott Norwood, despite some weak a are “7 wt. Ee Birthdate 5 conve 
‘ iri ayless, Martin owling Green 
kickoffs, are expected to keep their jobs. 28 Bell, Greg 4 Notre Dane 
Now, if the Bills defense can just get its 36 Bellinger, Rodney 4 Miami (Fla.) 
hands on the other guys’ silverware, er, 50 Bentley, Ray 2 Central Michigan 
~” football a 81 Brookins, Mitchell 3 Illinois 
aay ae Brobareon, Walter ra ; dacksont State 
urkett, Chris ~ Jackson State 
= | 1987 SCHEDULE 29 Burroughs, Derrick 6-1 3} Memphis State 
i Sept.13—NEW YORK JETS 1:00 61 Burton, Leonard 6-3 2 South Carolina 
Sept.20—HOUSTON 1:00 80 Butler, Jerry 6-0 8 Clemson 
| Sept.27—at Dallas . 12:00 35 Byrum, Carl 6-0 2 Mississippi Valley State 
Oct. 4—INDIANA 1:00 Caron, Roger 6-5 =} Harvard 
fee Oct. 11—at New England . 1:00 69 Christy, Greg 6-4 2 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 18—NEW YORK GIA 4:00 70 Devlin, Joe 6-5 11 Iowa 
Oct. 25—at Miami 1:00 45 Drane, Dwight 6-1 2 Oklahoma 
Nov. 1—WASHIN . 1:00 53 Furjanic, Tony 6-1 2 Notre Dame 
Nov. 8—DENVER..... 1:00 99 Garner, Hal 6-4 3 Utah State 
Nov. 15—at Cleveland .. 1:00 Garnett, Scott 6-2 3 Washington 
all Nov. 22—at New York Jets.. . 1:00 8 Gelbaugh, Stan 6-3 2 Maryland 
Nov. 29—MIAML .......-.0c-sssee+ . 1:00 75 Hamby, Mike 6-4 2 Utah State 
C= § Dec. 6—at Los Angeles Rai . 1:00 Harmon, Ronnie 2 Towa 
Dec. 13—at Indianapolis ...... . 1:00 Haslett, Jim 8 Indiana (Pa.) 
i Dec. 20—NEW ENGLAND . 1:00 Hellestrae, Dale 3 Southern Methodist 
Dec. 27—at Philadelphia | Hull, Kent 2 Mississippi State 
Li Ts 12 decal Lawrence i Mieco 4 
—(4- olly, Ken jid-America Nazarene 
Bi 1986 RESUL ) Att Jones, Ken 12 Arkansas State 
a | is va spe gS Kelly, Jim 2 Miami (Fla.) 
24 N.Y. Jets. G Kelso, Mark 2 William & Mary 
33 Cincinnati (OT) .. 36 (A) 52,714 Kern, Don 3 Arizona State 
faa) 17 St. LOwS.....00000 .. 10 (H) 65,762 Kidd, John 4 Norehwostern 
17 Kansas City.. .. 20 (H) 67,555 King, Bruce 3 Purdie 
a ee Jets... ae a ea lye Marve, Eugene 6 Saginaw Valley State 
HAM. sn sees oe G McNanie, Sean 4 San Diego State 
24 Indianapolis.. .. 13 (H) 50,050 +Metzelaars, Pete 6 Wabash 
3 New England 23 (H) 77,808 Norwood, Scott 3 James Madison 
28 Tampa Bay .. .. 34 (A) 32,806 Partridge, Rick 3 Utah 
cro gles a Pitts, Ron 2 UCLA 
HAMI......0000 ee , 4 
19 New England “39 (A) 60,455 Ploeger, Kurt g Gustavus Adolphus 
3 
3 
3 
5 
8 
2 
11 
9 
3 
9 
5: 
3 
3 
3 
9 
2 
2 
2 


17 Cleveland.. 21 (H) 42,213 ; 
14 Indanapol 24 (A) 52-783 Ce mes 
7 Houston 16 (A) 31,409 a ‘ - : 
Y Ricks Rooy iad Sete 
itcher, Jim North Carolina State 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Rolle, Butch Michigan State 
Round and Player Position College tRomes, Charles North Carolina Central 
1. Choice to Houston Smerlas, Fred Boston College 
1. CONLAN, Shane LB Penn State Fella Veaniaerenn 
rom Houston ? ais 
2. OOOMES. Nate DB Wisconsin AE ed a Meera oe 
rom Tampa Bay f 
2. MITCHELL, Roland DB Texas Tech Teeny et Texas A&M 
3. BRANDON, David LB Memphis State raynowicz, Mar Nebraska 
3. MUELLER, Jamie RB Benedictine tVogler, Tim Ohio State 
from San Francisco 23 wens, eae Georsaivech 
; illiams, Kevin owa State 
4. Choice to Tampa Bay 73 Wolford, Wil Vanderbilt 
4. SEALS, Leon DE Jackson State 
from Washington “Brookins, Christy, Haslett and Johnson missed ‘86 season due to injury; Caron played 3 games with 
P=) 5. Choice to Washington Colts in ‘86; Garnett last active with Chargers in ‘85; Gelbaugh active for 5 games with Bills but did not 
6. Choice to Washington play; Jolly last active with Chiefs in ‘85; King played 4 games with Chiefs, 5 with Bills in ‘86; Partridge last 
2 a PORTER, cen RB Washington St. acne an se asians let last aetiie i NFL cL wiptaers in ‘80; Ploedet played’ 3 ies 
. Choice to Indianapolis with Cowboys, 1 with Packers and was active for 1 game with Bills, but did not play in ‘86; Tasker playe 
‘TT 8. MESNER, Bruce DE Maryland 2 games with Oilers, 7 with Bills in ‘86. e N 
from L.A. Raiders Option playout; subject to developments. 
oO 9. McKELLER, Keith TE Jacksonville St. Also played with Bills in ’86—NT Jerry Boyarsky (10 games), NT Mark Catano (1), T Justin Cross 
LL. 10. Choice to L.A. Raiders (10), LB George Cumby (11), S Steve Freeman (16), LB Guy Frazier (7), CB Rod Hill (6), FB Ricky 
< oe een Howard T sien A&M Moore (11), LB Lucius Sanford (10). 
. McGRAIL, Joe DT Delaware 
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Meyer hopes to change bad habits, 
attitudes of down-and-out Colts 


By LEN PASQUARELLI 


he man most important to the 

success of the 1987 Indianap- 

olis Colts won’t take a snap all 

season. He won’t make a tack- 

le or a block, knock down a 
pass, return a punt or kick a field goal. 
Physically, he may not change the out- 
come of a single game. 

Instead, Ron Meyer, the coach with the 
Gentleman’s Quarterly wardrobe, George 
Hamilton tan and Madison Avenue cow- 
boy twang, will try to change some habits 
and some attitudes on a team that has the 
second-worst record (48-102-1) in the NFL 
over the last 10 years. Most definitely, 
he'll try to change some conceptions 
about himself around the league. 

Meyer, who began a salvaging job with 
the Colts in the 14th game last season, saw 
the passion and enthusiasm from a sea- 
son-ending, three-game winning streak 
carry over into the off-season. 

Whether that translates into Meyer be- 
coming the first coach since Ted Marchi- 
broda (1975-79) to enjoy wedded bliss of a 
sort with Colts Owner Robert Irsay re- 
mains to be seen. But he’s off to a great 
start. 

When Irsay fired Rod Dowhower late 
last season, he was looking for a return to 
the Parris Island techniques of former 
coach Frank Kush. Meyer provided Fan- 
tasy Island with the three-game winning 
streak. 

Irsay was looking for a coach who could 
relate to the media. Meyer gave him a 
salesman with public relations savvy who 
returned every phone call, dressed in $400 
suits for every TV interview and proved 
that there was substance behind the style. 

Irsay sought a coach who could get re- 
sults from a roster with more talent than 
its 0-13 record indicated. Meyer became 
the first coach in Colts’ history to win his 
first three games with the club. 

Irsay wanted a coach who could trans- 
form the Colts from glue-factory nags into 
thoroughbreds. Meyer at least got them 
around the track without breaking stride. 

In so doing, the man once dubbed the 
“Pro of Con” during his 244 tempestuous 
seasons as New England’s head coach 
(1982-84) won over some converts among 
the players. 

“He’s nothing like Rod, because Rod 
was a pragmatist all the way down the 
line,” said safety Nesby Glasgow. “Rod 
used to say, ‘If we don’t do this, this and 
this, we won’t win.’ Ron tells us, ‘We will 
do this, this and this and win this game.’ 
That was the big difference.” 

The other big difference was quarter- 
back Gary Hogeboom, who had been side- 
lined since suffering a separated shoulder 
in the second game of the season. Activat- 
ed for the final three games, he directed 
the kind of spread-the-wealth offense 
Meyer will be counting on in 1987. 


Running back Albert Bentley 
hopes to fill the big shoes of in- 
jured Randy McMillan. 


During that three-game stretch, Hoge- 
boom completed 57 of 92 passes (62 per- 
cent) for 725 yards and six touchdowns. 
He distributed the ball well as 23 of his 
completions went to wide receivers, 20 
went to tight ends and 14 went to running 
backs. 

Beyond that, Hogeboom won respect 
from his teammates because of his tough- 
ness and the fact he ignored 11 weeks of 
rustiness to try and salvage something 
from a lost season. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Matt Bouza, Bill Brooks. 
TE—Pat Beach, Mark Boyer. 
T—Karl Baldischwiler, Kevin Call. 
G—Chris Hinton, Ron Solt. 
C—Ray Donaldson. 
QB—Gary Hogeboom. 
RB—Albert Bentley. 
DEFENSE 
E—Donnell Thompson, Jon Hand. 
NT—Scott Kellar. 
OLB—C. Bennett (R), Duane Bickett. 
ILB—Cliff Odom, Johnie Cooks. 
CB—John Holt, Eugene Daniel. 
S—Leonard Coleman, Nesby Glasgow. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Dean Biasucci. P—Rohn Stark. 
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In Matt Bouza and Bill Brooks, Hoge- 
boom has a slow-but-sure wide receiver 
tandem that can get him out of jams. The 
“B&B Boys” combined for 136 receptions, 
1,961 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

The Colts will need a repeat perfor- 
mance from both receivers since it’s un- 
likely they'll generate much of a running 
game without Randy McMillan, who suf- 
fered leg and facial injuries when he was 
struck by an automobile last April. McMil- 
lan, the tearn’s leading rusher in five of 
the last six seasons, was lost for the ’87 
season and, possibly, may never play 
again. 

Even with a healthy McMillan in '86, 
the Colts rushed for only 1,491 yards, their 
lowest total since 1970. So when doctors 
inserted a metal rod to stabilize McMil- 
lan’s fractured left leg on May 1, the Colts 
put out a Mayday for an accomplished 
runner for their one-back offense. 

Unless they discover one in training 
camp, the job likely will fall to Albert 
Bentley, who at least left a good impres- 
sion in the final game last season when he 
rushed 25 times for 162 yards in a 30-24 
victory over the Los Angeles Raiders. 

Having failed to cut a deal that would 
have brought them an extra first-round 
pick, which would have been used on 
Penn State’s D.J. Dozier, the Colts tried to 
cure their running woes via the draft by 
adding beef to their offensive line. 

The Colts think third-round pick Chris 
Gambol of Iowa can play at 315 pounds 
and challenge for the starting left tackle 
spot. Pitt’s Randy Dixon was a fourth- 
round steal despite his questionable work 
habits. 

If Gambol can play immediately, it will 
facilitate the move of Pro Bowler Chris 
Hinton from left tackle to left guard—his 
fourth position in five years—where his 
quick feet will be put to better use. It will 
also enable Meyer to line up his three best 
linemen—Hinton, center Ray Donaldson 
and right guard Ron Solt—shoulder to 
shoulder. 

Although it ranked 25th in the league 
overall, the defense played well enough 
last season for the Colts to have won at 
least four more games had the offense re- 
ciprocated. 

The glaring need is for an improved 
pass rush—the Colts’ 24 sacks were the 
second-lowest total in the league. That’s 
expected to come from a pair of Alabama 
products, Jon Hand, a No.1 draft pick in 
’86, and linebacker Cornelius Bennett, this 
year’s top choice. 

Hand, after reporting late to training 
camp a year ago because of a contract 
hassle, struggled through the first half of 
the season. But he was a Hand-ful over the 
final eight games, when he accounted for 
four of his five sacks and 55 of his 82 tack- 
les. 


Continued 
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Bennett will be joining the team’s most 
talented unit, regardless of whether inside 
linebacker Barry Krauss, another former 
No. 1 draft pick from ’Bama, recovers 
from four knee surgeries in seven months. 
If Krauss can’t come back, leftside line- 
backer Johnie Cooks will move inside, 
making way for Bennett. If Krauss re- 
turns, the Colts will utilize various 
five-linebacker schemes to get Bennett on 
the field. 

The Colts think rightside linebacker 
Duane Bickett, an unspectacular, quiet as- 
sassin who was a Pro Bowl alternate last 
season, is a future All-Pro. 

There will be new starters at three po- 
sitions in the secondary after an off-sea- 
son shuffle. Cornerback Leonard Coleman 
was switched to strong safety, Nesby 
Glasgow moved from strong to free safety 
and John Holt moved into Coleman’s va- 
cated left carner spot. 

Reliable Rohn Stark returns for his 
sixth season as the Colts punter. His 45.2 
average led the league a year ago and his 
45.16 career average is the best in NFL 
history (300 punts minimum). 


: 


Indianapolis Colts quarterback Gary Hogeboom. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 


No. Name Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 


57 Ahrens, Dave 
Allen, Greg 

79 Armstrong, Harvey 

72 Baldischwiler, Karl 
Beach, Pat 
Bentley, Albert 
Biasucci, Dean 
Bickett, Duane 
Bouza, Matt 
Boyer, Mark 

0 Brooks, Bill 

Brotzki, Bob 
Broughton, Willie 
Call, Kevin 
Catano, Mark 
Clinkscale, Dextor 
Coleman, Leonard 

98 Cooks, Johnie 
Daniel, Eugene 
tDaniel, Kenny 


Wisconsin 

Florida State 
Southern Methodist 
Oklahoma 
Washington State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Western Carolina 
Southern California 
California 

Southern California 
Boston University 
Syracuse 

Miami (Fla.) 
Colorado State 
Valdosta State 
South Carolina State 
Vanderbilt 
Mississippi State 
Louisiana State 
San Jose State 


Donaldson, Ray Georgia 
1987 SCHEDULE Elko, Bill Louisiana State 

S 3—CINCINNATI 12:00 44 Gill, Owen Iowa 

beac amtr AreRe : 25 Glasgow, Nesby Washington 
Sept.20—MIAMI .. 12:00 Hales, dotin ee 
a ah Buff a Hand, Jon Alabama 

ct. ae urtalo.. fe adama — 
Oct. 11—NEW YORK 12:00 Harbour, James Mississippi 


Oct. 18—at Pittsburgh......... 
Oct. 25—NEW ENGLAND... 
Nov. l—at New York Jets. 


Dec. 6—at Cleveland.. 
Dec. 13—BUFFALO...... 
Dec. 20—at San Diego. 
Dec. 27—TAMPA BAY..... 


Hicks, Dwight 
Hinton, Chris 
7 Hogeboom, Gary 
21 THolt, John 
56 tHunley, Lamonte 
James, June 
94 Kellar, Scott 
5 Kiel, Blair 
55 Krauss, Barry 
92 Leiding, Jeff 
59 tLowry, Orlando 
88 tMartin, Robbie 
32 McMillan, Randy 


Michigan 
Northwestern 
Central Michigan 
West Texas State 
Arizona 

Texas 

Northern Illinois 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 

Texas 

Ohio State 

Cal Poly-SLO 
Pittsburgh 


1986 RESULTS— (3-13) Morrell, Kyle Brigham Young 
Colts Opp. Att. 86 Murray, Walter 6- Hawaii 
3 w. 33 (A) 55,208 Noble, James 6- Stephen F. Austin 
10 Mianii........... 30 (A) 51,848 Nugent, Terry 6- Colorado State 


14 San Francisco. 
14 New Orleans... 


Odom, Cliff 
Patten, Joel 
Perryman, Jim 
Prior, Mike 


RET 
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Texas-Arlington 
Duke 

Millikin 

Illinois State 


4 
0 
4 
2 
z 6 
i 0 
+ . 0 
13 Buffalo.... . 24 (A) 50,050 Ramsey, Derrick 5 Kentucky 
13 Mianii....... 17 (H) 58,350 Ramson, Eason 6-2 Washington State 
9 Cleveland..... . 24 (H) 57,962 Randle, Tate 6-0 Texas Tech 
21 New England... . 30 (H) 56,890 tRedd, Glen 6-1 Brigham Young 
16 N.Y. Jets..... we 31 (A) 65,149 Sherwin, Tim 6-6 Boston College 
17 Houston we 31 (A) 31,792 Solt, Ron 6-3 Maryland 
3 San Diego 17 (H) 47/950 Springs, Kirk 6-0 Miami (0.) 
28 Atlanta 23 (A) 30,397 Stark, Rohn 6-3 Florida State 
24 Buffalo 14 (H) 52,783 Studaway, Mark 6-3 Tennessee 
BONLA: Raiders ise cssscnacscrsssocces 24 (A) 41,349 Thompson, Donnell 6-5 North Carolina 
ie a Uno 
ullis, Willie \- roy State 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Utt, Ben 6-5 Georgia Tech 
Round and Player Position College Veals, Elton 5-11 Tulane 
1. BENNETT, Cornelius LB Alabama Williams, Byron 6-2 10-31-60 Texas-Arlington 
2. Choice to Washington Wonsley, George 6-0 11-23-60 Mississippi State 
3. GAMBOL, Chris T Towa *Allen played 2 games with Buccaneers in ‘86; Catano played 1 game with Bills in ‘86; Elko last 
4. DIXON, Randy T_ Pittsburgh active with Chargers in ‘84; James last active with Lions in ‘85; McMillan expected to miss ‘87 season due 
5. BANKS, Roy ; WR E. Illinois to injury; Morrell played 5 games with Vikings in ‘86; Noble played 6 games with Redskins in ‘86; Nugent 
6. ROBINSON, Freddie DB Alabama last active with Browns in ‘84; Patten last active with Orlando-USFL in ‘85 and last active in NFL with 
‘oo 7. BELLINI, Mark WR_ Brigham Young Browns in ‘80; Perryman last active with Bills in ‘85; Prior last active with Buccaneers in ‘85; Ramsey last 
” 8. Choice to Tampa Bay active with Patriots in ‘85; Ramson last active with Bills in ‘85; Redd played 4 games with Saints, 8 with 
8. MILLER, Chuckie DB UCLA Colts in ‘86; Springs missed ‘86 season with Jets due to injury; Studaway last active with Buccaneers in 
< from Buffalo ‘85; Tullis played 7 games with Saints in ‘86; Veals last active with Steelers in ‘84; Williams last active 
TE] 9. Choice to N.Y. Giants with Giants in ‘85. 
9. ONTKO, Bob LB Penn State tOption playout; subject to developments. 
(®) from Cleveland Also played with Colts in ‘86—CB/S Pat Ballage (2 games), T Roger Caron (3), WR Wayne Capers 
LL 10. GOODE, Chris DB Alabama (6), CB Preston Davis (8), CB/S Victor Jackson (2), T Mark Kirchner (13), TE Greg LaFleur (9), S 
11. REYNOSA, Jim DE Arizona State Mike Lush (4), RB Hubert Oliver (4), CB/S Tommy Sims (1), WR Oliver Williams (3). 
 ¢ 12. ADAMS, David RB Arizona 
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There’s nothing funny 
about improving AFC Central 


By ED BOUCHETTE 


wo years ago, the American 

Conference's Central Division 

champion had an 8-8 record. 

The team’s quarterback was a 

rookie who helped lose a game 
when, in the shotgun formation, he turned 
to an official to quiet the crowd and his 
center bounced the snap off his knee. 
Things were so bad that Pittsburgh had its 
worst record in 14 years (7-9) and finished 
only a game behind. 

The Central Division was more like 
Central America—everyone was fighting, 
but nobody was accomplishing much of 
anything. 

All of that changed in 1986. The Cleve- 
land Browns, the 8-8 champions of ’85, 
won the title again, only this time with a 
record of 12-4, best in the conference. And 
Bernie Kosar, the nervous rookie of the 
previous season, developed into one of the 
best quarterbacks in football, leading the 
Browns to within a minute of Super Bowl 
XXI. 

The Cincinnati Bengals, with their own 
hotshot at quarterback in Boomer Esia- 
son, improved from 7-9 to 10-6. Even the 
Steelers and Houston Oilers, who again 
had their problems in ’86, finished strong 
and seemed to be improving after hitting 
rock bottom. 

What it all means is that the Central 
Division has, in two years, gone from gags 
to features. 

Take Cleveland. Even jokes about the 
town have subsided—well, almost. The 
Cuyahoga River doesn’t burn anymore, 
Kosar and the Browns do. Kosar quickly 
went from the quarterback of the future 
to quarterback of the present, and the 
Browns went with him. He has all the es- 
sential skills, except for mobility, which 
he minimized by reading defenses and the 
blitz so well. 

Kosar, who passed for 3,854 yards and 
17 touchdowns while owning the lowest 
interception rate in the league (1.88 per- 
cent, 10 of 531), did it without any big- 
name receivers and with tight end Ozzie 
Newsome playing sub-par because of 
ankle and shoulder injuries. 

With running backs Kevin Mack and 
Earnest Byner back together again after 
playing only seven quarters together in 
1986 because of various ailments (Mack 
suffered torn ankle ligaments and Byner a 
shoulder injury), the Cleveland offense 
should be even better than last year’s ver- 
sion. 

There could be some problems on de- 
fense, though. Outside linebacker Chip 
Banks was traded to San Diego, and 
Cleveland plans to replace him with 
Duke’s Mike Junkin, the first-round draft 
pick and an inside linebacker by trade. 
The Browns lacked a dominant pass-rush- 
er in '86, and still need one for ’87; they 
didn’t get one in the lottery. Of course, the 


TSN’ S Predictions 


Browns have a superb secondary, includ- 
ing the best pair of bump-and-run corner- 
backs in the league in Hanford Dixon and 
Frank Minnifield. 

The enigmatic Bengals always seem on 
the verge of greatness, but someone al- 
ways keeps holding them back—usually 
themselves. Cincinnati has all the fuel 
needed for a high-powered offense—a 
strong-armed quarterback, a bruising full- 
back, swift halfbacks and sure-handed re- 
ceivers. Yet it doesn’t always operate at 
full throttle. 

Halfback James Brooks rushed for 
1,087 yards last year, which averages out 
to 5.3 yards per carry. He is complement- 
ed by 258-pound Larry Kinnebrew. How 
do teams stop that combination? Or stop 
wide receivers Cris Collinsworth and 
Eddie Brown for that matter? Or stop 
tight end Rodney Holman, who should be 
in the Pro Bowl? Maybe a few more hud- 
dies and a few less trick plays would serve 
Coach Sam Wyche and the Bengals much 
better. 


Cincinnati moved quickly in the draft to 
plug its holes on defense. The Bengals 
needed to find someone to play defensive 
end fast, so they drafted him with their 
first-round pick, Brigham Young’s Jason 
Buck. They also grabbed Arizona State de- 
fensive end Skip McClendon with one of 
their third-round choices. 

The Bengals chose defensive players 
with each of their first four picks, only the 
second time that’s been done in their 20- 
year history. If the defense does show im- 
provement, Cincinnati could challenge 
Cleveland for the division title. 


So could Houston. And stop that gig- 
gling in the back of the room. The Oilers 
could very well be the most improved 
team in the league. They drafted well, 
adding Miami (Fla.) fullback Alonzo 
Highsmith with their first-round pick to 
team in the backfield with Mike Rozier, 
and selecting North Carolina State wide 
receiver Haywood Jeffires in the second 
round. Few teams in the league can 
match Houston’s speed-to-burn trio of wi- 
deouts—Ernest Givins, Drew Hill and Jef- 
fires. 

Now all quarterback Warren Moon has 
to do is get the football to them, and all 


those first-round draft picks in the offen- 
sive line—guard Mike Munchak (1982) 
and tackles Bruce Matthews (’83) and 
Dean Steinkuhler ('84)—must finally start 
blocking up to their paychecks and abili- 
ty. 

Like Cleveland, the Oilers didn’t draft 
the pass-rusher they needed to help solidi- 
fy their defense. However, they did get 
Louisiana Tech linebacker Walter John- 
son, a 241-pound specimen, with a second- 
round pick, which could fill a void created 
by the apparent end of Frank Bush’s ca- 
reer because of a spinal disorder. Bush 
was the Oilers’ best linebacker, according 
to Coach Jerry Glanville. 

Houston has an extremely young de- 
fense, and the unit didn’t get the kind of 
help Glanville hoped the draft could pro- 
vide. 

Pittsburgh, like all Chuck Noll teams, 
stuck its nose to the grindstone after a 1-6 
start, and ground out a more satisfying 5-4 
finish last season. But the grindstone can 
get a team only so far for so long. The 
Steelers used the draft to fill some vital 
needs—like cornerback, cornerback and 
cornerback—but their needs outdistanced 
the draft’s ability to fill them. 

Rod Woodson, their first-round pick, 
should become an immediate starter at 
right cornerback, a position the Steelers 
have suffered at since Mel Blount’s retire- 
ment in 1983. Their weakness at right cor- 
ner affected the whole defensive scheme. 
Now maybe pass-rushing linebacker Mike 
Merriweather can rush the passer instead 
of cover wide receivers. 

On offense, Pittsburgh is hoping Long 
Beach State wide receiver Charles Lock- 
ett, the third-round choice, can pick up 
the slack left by aging John Stallworth. 
The running back tandem of Walter Aber- 
crombie and Earnest Jackson is more 
than adequate, but if Frank Pollard can’t 
return from offseason knee surgery per- 
formed in 1986, there will be little depth to 
speak of. 

Some say Mark Malone is inadequate at 
quarterback, but Noll stands firmly be- 
hind him, and Malone stands firmly be- 
hind an offensive line that was the rock of 
the ’86 team. 


Ed Bouchette covers the Pittsburgh Steelers for 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
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Optimistic Browns have sights set 
on long-overdue trip to the Super Bowl 


By JEFF SCHUDEL 


leveland Browns Coach 
Marty Schottenheimer 
wouldn’t tell you how a 
rerun was going to end. But 
at the premier showing of 
the team’s highlight film in April, he said 
this to about 25 players and 150 business- 
men: 

“T don’t know if we'll win more games 
in 1987 than we did in 1986, but we'll win 
more playoff games. That’s more impor- 
tant.” 

For a team that lost the American 
Football Conference championship to the 
Denver Broncos in overtime, that would 
mean just one thing: a trip to the Super 
Bowl. 

The Browns enter the 1987 season with 
virtually the same makeup as in the AFC 
title game: a young offense and a defense 
that is past its prime, although it, too, got 
a shot of youth in the draft. 

Cleveland pulled off the draft-day 
shocker by trading perennial malcontent 
linebacker Chip Banks and the team’s 
first two draft picks to San Diego for the 
Chargers’ spot in the first two rounds. 
Moving from 24th to fifth in the first 
round, the Browns selected Duke line- 
backer Mike Junkin, who reminds Schot- 
tenheimer of Jack Lambert. 

Junkin, 6-foot-3, 235 pounds, led the 
Atlantic Coast Conference with 188 tack- 
les (110 solo) in 1986 and caused five fum- 
bles. Schottenheimer wants him to pro- 
vide the pass rush the aging line never 
has. Last season, Cleveland’s defense fin- 
ished 21st in the league with 35 quarter- 
back sacks and 18th in rushing yards al- 
lowed. 

Left end Reggie Camp, although only 
26, is as docile as a man 10 years older at 
times. Right end Carl Hairston, 34, who 
led the team with nine sacks, will once 
again be asked to provide leadership. 
Seven-year veteran Bob Golic returns at 
nose tackle after a Pro Bow! season in ’86. 

With Banks gone, Junkin will be 
teamed with outside linebacker Clay Mat- 
thews. Mike Johnson could challenge 
Eddie Johnson for one job on the inside 
while Anthony Griggs holds down the 
other spot. 

The heart of Cleveland’s defense has 
shifted from the linebackers to the sec- 
ondary. 

Cornerbacks Hanford Dixon and Frank 
Minnifield, both Pro Bowl selections, at- 
tract the most attention from opposing of- 
fensive coordinators. Minnifield had three 
interceptions last season, including two in 
the overtime period of Cleveland’s 13-10 
victory over the Houston Oilers. Dixon led 
the club with five interceptions. 

“I think Hanford Dixon and I are the 
best cornerbacks in the league,” Minni- 
field said. “There’s nothing we can’t do.” 

There will be some battling, however, 


110 


Brian Brennan (above) will get 
plenty of opportunities to catch the 
ball with Bernie Kosar calling sig- 
nals for the Browns. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Brian Brennan, W. Slaughter. 
TE—Ozzie Newsome. 
T—Rickey Bolden, Cody Risien. 
G—Larry Williams, Dan Fike. 
C—Mike Baab. 
QB—Bernie Kosar. 
RB—Earnest Byner. 
FB—Kevin Mack. 


DEFENSE 
E—Reggie Camp, Carl Hairston. 
NT—Bob Golic. 


OLB—Mike Junkin (R), Clay Matthews. 
ILB—Mike Johnson, Anthony Griggs. 
CB—Frank Minnifield, Hanford Dixon. 
S—Ray Ellis, Al Gross. 

SPECIALISTS 
K—Matt Bahr. P—Jeff Gossett. 
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for a safety job. Al Gross, the starting 
strong safety in last year’s season opener 
against Chicago, injured his knee against 
the Bears and missed 10 weeks. Ray Ellis 
took over and played so well, Gross 
couldn’t get his job back. Gross could 
challenge starting free safety Chris Rock- 
ins, who led the team with 135 tackles. 

While Schottenheimer says champion- 
ships are won with defense and special 
teams—his brother, Kurt, is the special 
teams coach—the quarterback, Bernie 
Kosar, adorns the media guide, pocket 
schedules and billboards in Cleveland. 

Kosar passed for 3,854 yards, fourth 
best in the league, in only his second year 
as he led the Browns to their second 
straight Central Division title. The former 
University of Miamf (Fla.) standout was 
intercepted only 10 times in 531 attempts 
for a league low of 1.9 percent. 

The Browns wanted a speedy wide re- 
ceiver in the draft to take advantage of 
Kosar’s laser touch on long passes, but 
they didn’t come up with one. 

“You can't manufacture a draft,” per- 
sonnel director Chip Falivene said. 

Instead of a burner—who is as mythical 
as a unicorn in Cleveland—Kosar will 
throw to steady Brian Brennan (55 recep- 
tions, 838 yards), Webster Slaughter (40 
receptions, 577 yards) and Reggie Lang- 
horne (39 receptions, 678 yards). Tight 
end Ozzie Newsome, 31, caught only 39 
passes last year, his lowest total since his 
rookie year in 1978, but he played with 
ankle and shoulder injuries. Newsome has 
healed, though, during the off-season. 

“We have good tight ends and a great 
one in Ozzie Newsome,” Schottenheimer 
said. “He was hurt last year, but he’ll have 
the same kind of year he had in 1985 (62 
catches).” 

Schottenheimer also is counting on 
comebacks by running backs Kevin Mack 
and Earnest Byner. The two each gained 
1,000 yards in 1985, but injuries felled both 
last year and they played only seven quar- 
ters together. 

Mack had shoulder problems early but 
fought back to play regularly in the last 
half of the season. Byner fractured his 
ankle and tore ligaments in the seventh 
week of the season. He spent the next 11 
weeks recovering, then made a brief ap- 
pearance in the AFC championship game. 
That return and subsequent doctors’ re- 
ports have Schottenheimer confident that 
Byner will be ready for the Browns open- 
er in New Orleans on September 13. 

While the offense and defense are vir- 
tually unchanged, the Browns may have a 
new placekicker and punter on the spe- 
cial teams. 

Matt Bahr, Cleveland’s reliable kicker 
since midway through the 1981 season, 
tore ligaments in his right knee making a 
tackle against the Pittsburgh Steelers on 
November 23. Fearful that Bahr might not 
be ready for the season, Cleveland drafted 


Jeff Jaeger in the third round. 

To get Jaeger, the first kicker taken, 
the Browns dealt their fourth, fifth and 
12th round picks to the Los Angeles Rams 
for their third pick. At the University of 
Washington, Jaeger made 87 percent of 
his field-goal attempts inside 40 yards. He 
said 70 percent of his kickoffs were not 
returned. 

Incumbent punter Jeff Gossett might 
also be in for a battle. The day after the 
draft, the Browns signed George Winslow 
of Villanova, a punter they had rated as 
No. 2 in the country. 

Gerald McNeil will be back as a flier on 
the return team. McNeil, entering his sec- 
ond season, had the longest returns in the 
conference for both kicks and punts. He 
had an 84-yard punt return for a touch- 
down against the Detroit Lions and ran 
back a kick 100 yards against Pittsburgh 
for another score. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at New Orleans ..........c.cccceseseseseseseseee 12:00 
Sept.20—PITTSBURGH..... ee 
Sept.28—DENVER (Mon.). 
Oct. 4—at New England.. 
Oct. 11—HOUSTON........ 
Oct. 18—at Cincinnati........ 
Oct. 26—LOS ANGELES RAM 
Nov. 1—at San Diego ms 
Nov. 8—ATLANTA... 
Nov. 15—BUFFALO.... 
Nov. 22—at Houston....... 
Nov, 29—at San Francisco 
Dec. 6—INDIANAPOLIS. 
Dec. 13—CINCINNATI.......... 
Dec. 20—at Los Angeles Raiders .. 
Dec. 26—at Pittsburgh (Sat.)....... 


1986 RESULTS—( 13-5) 
Boer rig Att. 


S (Mon.).... 


Kansas City 


14 Green Bay.. . 17 (H) 76,438 
23 Minnesota .. . 20 (A) 59,133 
24 Indianapolis 9 (A) 57,962 
26 Miamii.......... . 16 (H) 77,949 
14 L.A. Raiders... . 27 (A) 65,461 
37 Pittsburgh (OT). . 31 (H) 76,452 


13 Houston (OT). 


21 Buffalo....... 
34 Cincinnat 
47 San Diego... 
AFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
23 NLY. Jets (2 OT) oe eeeeeeee 20 (H) 78,106 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
ZO 1 Denver (OTD ccci.tcccscescsssoctesy 23 (H) 79,915 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. JUNKIN, Mike LB Duke 
from San Diego 
1. Choice to San Diego 
2. RAKOCZY, Gregg C Miami (Fla.) 
from San Diego 
2. Choice to San Diego 
3. MANOA, Tim RB Penn State 
3. JAEGER, Jeff K — Washington 
from Chicago through L.A. Rams 
4. Choice to L.A. Rams 
5. Choice to L.A. Rams 
6. BRAGGS, Stephen DB Texas 
7. Choice to Green Bay 
8. BULLITT, Steve LB Texas A&M 
9. Choice to Indianapolis 
10. WINTERS, Frank CW. Illinois 
ty BREWTON, Larry DB Temple 


. Choice to L.A. Rams 


ha 


Cleveland Browns cornerback Hanford Dixon. 


1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name 
66 Andrews, Tom 
61 tBaab, Mike 
9 Bahr, Matt 
41 Baker, Tony 
tBaldwin, Keith 
Bolden, Rickey 
Boures, Emil 
Bowser, Charles 
Bradley, Carlos 
tBrennan, Brian 
Byner, Earnest 
Camp, Reggie 
tClancy, Sam 
Danielson, Gary 
Davis, Johnny 
Dickey, Curtis 
Dixon, Hanford 
Duncan, Clyde 
Ellis, Ray 
Everett, Major 
Farren, Paul 
Fike, Dan 
Fontenot, Herman 
Golic, Bob 
TGossett, Jeff 
Greer, Terry 
Griggs, Anthony 
Gross, Al 
Gruber, Bob 
Hairston, Carl 
Harper, Mark 
Hoggard, D.D. 
THolt, Harry 
1 Johnson, Eddie 
Johnson, Mike 
Kab, Vyto 
Kosar, Bernie 


tLanghorne, Reggie 


TLilja, George 
34 Mack, Kevin 
Malone, Ralph 
Matthews, Clay 
McNeil, Gerald 
Minnifield, Frank 
Newsome, Ozzie 
Nicolas, Scott 
tPagel, Mike 
Puzzuoli, Dave 
TRisien, Cody 
Rockins, Chris 
Slaughter, Webster 
Stallings, Robert 
tTucker, Travis 
Turpin, Miles 
tVan Pelt, Brad 


tWeathers, Clarence WR/P 


Weathers, Curtis 
Williams, Larry 
Wright, Felix 
Young, Glen 


G 
RB/KR 
NT 


P 
WR 
LB 
Ss 


LB 
R 
LB 
G 
CB/S 
WR 
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College 
Louisville 
Texas 
Penn State 
East Carolina 
Texas A&M 
Southern Methodist 
Pittsburgh 
Duke 
Wake Forest 
Boston College 
East Carolina 
California 
Pittsburgh 
Purdue 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Southern Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
Mississippi College 
Boston University 
Florida 
Louisiana State 
Notre Dame 
Eastern Illinois 
Alabama State 
Ohio State 
Arizona 
Pittsburgh 
Maryland-East. Shore 
Alcorn State 
North Carolina State 
Arizona 
Louisville 
Virginia Tech 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Elizabeth City State 
Michigan 
Clemson 
Georgia Tech 
Southern California 
Baylor 
Louisville 
Alabama 
Miami (Fla.) 
Arizona State 
Pittsburgh 
Texas A&M 
Oklahoma State 
San Diego State 
Southern Mississippi 
So. Connecticut State 
California 
Michigan State 
Delaware State 
Mississippi 
Notre Dame 
Drake 


Mississippi State 


“Andrews last active with Bears in ‘85; Baker played 4 games with Falcons, 2 with Browns in 86; 
Baldwin, Danielson and Curtis Weathers missed ‘86 season due to injury; Boures active for 1 game with 
Steelers, but did not play in ‘86; Bowser last active with Dolphins in ‘85; Bradley last active with Chargers 
in ‘85; Duncan last active with Cardinals in ‘85; Kab last active with Giants in ‘85; Stallings played 5 
yates with Cardinals in ‘86; Turpin played 1 game with Packers in ‘86; Young last active with Browns in 


; TOption playout; subject to developments. 


Also played with Browns in ‘86—LB Chip Banks (16 games), T Bill Contz (1), K Mark Moseley (4), : 


G Jeff Wiska (1). 
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Bengals hope prime-time offense 
can carry them to a playoff berth 


By MIKE DODD 


he city of Cincinnati has found 
a new tradition in the mid- 
1980s, one to go along with 
Opening Day for the Reds. 
Closing Weekend for the 


Bengals. 

Fans, coaches and players gather at 
local restaurants and watering holes on 
the final weekend of the regular season to 
watch two other National Football 
League teams play a game that will de- 
cide whether the Bengals go to the play- 
offs. 

By the time the bartender sounds last 
call, the Bengals have been sent home for 
the winter. 

In two of the last three seasons, the 
Bengals have kept their playoff chances 
alive entering the final game. Both times 
(they lost on their own in 1985), they 
needed another team to win in week 16. 
Both times, their would-be helpers failed 
them. 

Last December, they had to wait a day 
before watching the New England Patri- 
ots beat the Miami Dolphins on Monday 
night to deny them a wild-card berth. In 
1984, the Los Angeles Raiders lost to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers as the Bengals 
watched an American Football Confer- 
ence Central Division title vanish before 
their eyes. This year, perhaps, they'll real- 
ize they can’t count on Don Shula or Tom 
Flores or anyone not in stripes to help. 

Cincinnati’s 10-6 record in 1986 was its 
best under Coach Sam Wyche, entering 
his: fourth year. But it still hasn’t con- 
vinced everyone the Bengals aren’t paper 
tigers. 

Despite the record and the No. 1 of- 
fense in the NFL last season, Cincinnati 
will not appear on either ESPN or Mon- 
day Night Football this fall. For two years, 
the Bengals have had a prime-time of- 
fense but a defense that made their oppo- 
nents’ highlight films more often than 
their own. 

The rebuilding of the defense began 
last fall and enters Stage II this year. 
Three defensive rookies—safety David 
Fulcher, cornerback Lewis Billups, and 
linebacker Joe Kelly—were starting by 
the end of the 1986 season, and a fourth— 
right end Jim Skow—was playing more 
than half a game. 

The Bengals hope the second phase 
features defensive end Jason Buck, their 
first-round pick in 1987, cornerback Eric 
Thomas, second round, and safety Leon- 
ard Bell, third round. 

The Bengals’ major priority is plugging 
the ever-widening holes at defensive end. 
Buck, an armor-piercing All-America 
from Brigham Young, won the Outland 
Trophy in 1986 as the nation’s top line- 
man. He had 12.5 sacks, and 26 of his tack- 
les totaled 142 yards in losses. Ross 
Browner and Eddie Edwards are both 33 
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Nose tackle Tim Krumrie is the 
anchor of an otherwise question- 
able defensive line. 


and coming off successive bad years. 
Teams ran at Browner consistently and 
he managed just 49 tackles. Edwards, 
while seeing less traffic, made only 45. 
Each managed 6.5 sacks. 

“You’re going to see a lot of substitu- 
tions in our defense,” Wyche said. “On the 
defensive line, you’re not going to see 
Browner and Edwards in there every 
snap.... 

“They’re both over 30 and on the small 
side for defensive ends nowadays. If both 
of those guys could play 20 snaps or so a 
game, they’d be better than they would be 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Cris Collinsworth, Eddie Brown. 
TE—Rodney Holman. 
T—Anthony Munoz, Joe Walter. 
G—Brian Blados, Max Montoya. 
C—Dave Rimington. 
QB—Boomer Esiason. 
RB—James Brooks. 
FB—Larry Kinnebrew. 
DEFENSE 
E—Eddie Edwards, Jason Buck (R). 
NT—Tim Krumrie. 
OLB—Reggie Williams, Emanuel King. 
ILB—Carl Zander, Joe Kelly. 
CB—Louis Breeden, Lewis Billups. 
S—David Fulcher, Robert Jackson. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Jim Breech. | P—Greg Horne (R). 
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if they have to go 60 snaps.” 

It’s the polite way of saying they have 
been reduced to role players. Skow (245 
pounds) and Buck (260 pounds) are also 
on the light side, so the Bengals drafted 
280-pound Skip McClendon to add beef 
against the run, where they ranked 22nd 
last year. Buck and Skow could split time 
at right end if they don’t win starting jobs 
on each side. 

The only thing set on the line is nose 
tackle Tim Krumrie, who led the team in 
tackles for the second straight year de- 
spite increased double-teaming by oppo- 
nents. 

The linebacking improved last year 
with a good season from veteran Reggie 
Williams and the development of Eman- 
uel King and Carl Zander, who both enter 
their third years. But the position is not 
without uncertainties. 

Kelly injured his shoulder and played 
inconsistently at the end of the season 
with only seven tackles in his final three 
games. Zander is a steady player but has 
trouble maintaining enough weight to 
hold up to the pounding inside. Kiki 
DeAyala will move inside to challenge for 
the starting job. 

Williams, 33, had off-season knee sur- 
gery and is taking it one year at a time. 
There is no heir apparent. 

Fulcher, the all-rookie strong safety, 
and Billups upgraded the secondary last 
fall, as the Bengals improved from 24th 
against the pass in 1985 to 10th. 

This year, the search is on for a free 
safety. The Bengals hope Bell and sixth- 
round pick Sonny Gordon can challenge 
Robert Jackson, who didn’t have an inter- 
ception last year. Veteran cornerback 
Ray Horton will also get consideration 
there. 

Thomas, a speedy bump-and-run cor- 
ner, is expected to provide instant help as 
a nickel back and could take over if veter- 
an corner Louis Breeden, who turns 34 in 
October, falters. 

All the off-season talk focused on im- 
proving the league’s 20th-ranked defense, 
but Wyche admits he is a little worried 
that his No. l-ranked offense will have a 
tough time matching last year’s output. 

While the line is probably the deepest 
in the NFL, it may need that depth. Cen- 
ter Dave Rimington had off-season sur- 
gery for removal of bone chips in his 
elbow and is not expected to be 100 per- 
cent for the start of camp. Guard Bruce 
Kozerski probably will open camp at cen- 
ter, which would make Brian Blados the 
choice as starter at left guard. Joe Walter 
is solid at right tackle, and Pro Bowlers 
Max Montoya, right guard, and Anthony 
Munoz, left tackle, are back. 

The other area of concern is running 
back. “It’s not quite as strong as it looks,” 
Wyche said. 

“James Brooks has been a model (club 
records of 1,087 yards rushing and 1,773 


combined rushing-receiving in ’86). But if 
we were to lose him, we don’t have an- 
other guy to step in and replace him.” 

In short, Wyche has no one he can 
count on at fullback. Larry Kinnebrew is 
effective when his weight is in check, but 
problems with that and fumbling are 
headaches. Former USFL back Bill John- 
son is hurt more than healthy. The club 
knew before the draft that it would lose 
Stanley Wilson because of his drug-related 
problems, so it picked Marc Logan of 
Kentucky in the fifth round. 

Pro Bowl quarterback Boomer Esiason 
and a trio of receivers match up with any- 
one in the NFL. Esiason, entering his 
fourth season, still is prone to spells of in- 
accuracy, but he established himself as a 
big-play passer in his second season as a 
starter. He completed 58 percent of his 
passes for 24 touchdowns and 3,959 yards. 

Wide receivers Cris Collinsworth, Eddie 
Brown and Tim McGee give pass defenses 
fits. Collinsworth keeps rolling up 1,000- 
yard seasons, and Brown showed his 
breakaway running ability while catching 
58 passes for 964 yards. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at Indianapolis 
Sept.20—SAN FRANCISCO... 
Sept.27—at Los Angeles Rams.. es 
Oct. 4—SAN DIEGO... .. 1:00 
Oct. 11—at Seattle ... a 

Oct. 18—CLEVELAND 
Oct. 25—at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 1—HOUSTON 
Nov. 8—MIAMI..... 
Nov. 15—at Atlanta... 
Nov. 22—PITTSBURGH.. 
Nov. 29—at New York Jets 
Dec. 6—KANSAS CITY 


Dec. 27—at Houston... 


1986 RESULTS—( 10-6) 


Bengals Opp. Att. 
14 Kansas City.......cecsecesecseseeeees 24 (A) 43,430 
36 Buffalo (OT).. . 33 (H) 52,714 
30 Cleveland.... 13 (A) 79,779 
7 Chicago ...... 44 (H) 55,146 
34 Green Bay 28 (A) 51,230 
24 Pittsburgh 22 (H) 54,283 
31 Houston...... 28 (H) 53,844 
9 Pittsburgh... 30 (A) 50,815 
24 Detroit ... 17 (A) 52,423 
28 Houston.. 32 (A) 32,130 
34 Seattle... 7 (H) 54,410 
24 Minnesota... 20 (H) 53,003 
28 Denver........ 34 (A) 58,705 
31 New England.. 7 (A) 60,633 
3 Cleveland... 34 (H) 58,062 
52 N.Y. Jets 51,619 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 


1. BUCK, Jason DE Brigham Young 
2. THOMAS, Eric DB Tulane 
3. BELL, Leonard DB Indiana 
3. McCLENDON, Skip DE Arizona State 
from Seattle 
4. RIGGS, Jim TE Clemson 
5. LOGAN, Marc RB Kentucky 
5. HORNE, Greg P Arkansas 
from Denver 
6. GORDON, Sonny DB Ohio State 
7. THATCHER, Chris G Lafayette 
8. WILCOTS, Solomon DB Colorado 
9. RADDATZ, Craig LB Wisconsin 
10. McCLUSKEY, David RB Georgia 
11. WARNE, Jim T Arizona State 
12. HOLIFIELD, John RB West Virginia 


- — 


Cincinnati Bengals running back James Brooks. 
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Name 
Anderson, Ken 
Barker, Leo 
Billups, Lewis 
Blados, Brian 
Brady, Ed 
Breech, Jim 
Breeden, Louis 
Brooks, James 
Brown, Eddie 
Browner, Ross 
Bussey, Barney 
Collinsworth, Cris 
DeAyala, Kiki 
Douglas, David 
Edwards, Eddie 
Esiason, Boomer 
Fulcher, David 
Gaynor, Doug 
Hammerstein, Mike 
Holman, Rodney 
tHorton, Ray 
Jackson, Robert 
tJennings, Stanford 
Johnson, Bill 
Kattus, Eric 
Kelly, Joe 
King, Emanuel 
Kinnebrew, Larry 
Kozerski, Bruce 
Kreider, Steve 
Krumrie, Tim 
Martin, Mike 
McGee, Tim 
Montoya, Max 
tMunoz, Anthony 
Reimers, Bruce 
Rimington, Dave 
tSimpkins, Ron 
Skow, Jim 
Walter, Joe 
White, Leon 
Williams, Reggie 
Wilson, Stanley 
Zander, Carl 


tOption playout; subject to developments. 
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Birthdate 


3-23-63 


College 
Augustana (Iil.) 
New Mexico State 
North Alabama 
North Carolina 
Illinois 
California 
North Carolina Central 
Auburn 
Miami (Fla.) 
Notre Dame 
South Carolina State’ 
Florida 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Miami (Fla.) 
Maryland 
Arizona State 
Cal State-Long Beach 
Michigan 
Tulane 
Washington 
Central Michigan 
Furman 
Arkansas State 
Michigan 
Washington 
Alabama 
Tennessee State 
Holy Cross 
Lehigh 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
Tennessee 
UCLA 
Southern California 
Towa State 
Nebraska 
Michigan 
Nebraska 
Texas Tech 
Brigham Young 
Dartmouth 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 


Also played with Bengals in ‘86—P Jeff Hayes (16 games), S Bobby Kemp (16), CB/KR John 


Simmons (10), CB Jimmy Turner (8). 
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Improving Oilers are hoping 
that their Moon will rise in 1987 


By JOHN McCLAIN 


aving suffered through six 
consecutive losing seasons, 
the Houston Oilers are look- 
ing for that silver lining. 

Actually, the Oilers may 
have found that lining nine games into 
last season when a simple adjustment in 
offensive philosophy removed a cloud of 
mystery concerning why a team with so 
much talent had been unable to win. 

Saddied with an eight-game losing 
streak and a 1-8 record, Coach Jerry 
Glanville made the decision to open up his 
offense and place the emphasis on quar- 
terback Warren Moon and wide receivers 
Drew Hill and Ernest Givins. The Oilers 
responded with a 4-3 record the rest of the 
season, with Moon directing the club to a 
4-2 mark during that stretch. 

What made the last seven weeks of the 
season particularly satisfying is that the 
Oilers succeeded with so many players 
out with injuries at one point or another— 
halfbacks Mike Rozier and Butch Wool- 
folk, fullback Ray Wallace, guard Mike 
Munchak, center Jim Romano, defensive 
lineman Doug Smith, linebacker Frank 
Bush and free safety Bo Eason. Bush, the 
Oilers’ best linebacker, was forced to re- 
tire because of a congenital spinal defect. 

“It’s tough to win when you have to re- 
structure your team because of injuries,” 
Glanville said. “That’s one thing I’m hap- 
piest about, that we did well near the end 
of the season despite the injuries. What 
the injuries did was to give some guys a 
chance to play, and some of them came 
through real well. That'll make the com- 
petition for playing time even better this 
season.” 

Although the Oilers posted a 5-11 record 
for the second consecutive National Foot- 
ball League season, they ranked in the 
middle of the pack in NFL team statistics 
by placing 16th in offense and 13th in de- 
fense. In 1985, Houston was 24th in offense 
and 27th in defense. 

“We made a great deal of improvement 
overall,” Glanville said, “but this season 
we've got to cut down our turnovers, com- 
mit fewer penalties and score more 
points. We've got to take that next giant 
step and win more games. 

“We've got to become more consistent 
on offense. We realize our strength is in 
the passing game. But we also have to be 
able to run the ball, especially when we 
get close to the goal line. 

“Defensively, we had a lot of guys play 
well last season, and we became a much 
better unit. But we let a lot of teams off 
the hook. Once we get a team down, 
we've got to learn to keep them down.” 

The Oilers know what it feels like to be 
down; they haven't had a winning season 
since 1980. However, Glanville has the 
team sitting in a good position as he 
begins his second full season as Houston’s 
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for what Oilers fans hope will be 
an explosive offense. 


head coach and fourth year overall with 
the club. 

By drafting so high for the last six 
years, the Oilers have stockpiled talent. 
They are deep at almost every position, 
especially on offense. 

The offense is centered around Moon, 
who will have his fourth quarterback 
coach in four years in June Jones. Jones, a 
protege of Mouse Davis, the run ’n’ shoot 
mastermind at Portland State and the 
United States Football League, plans to in- 
corporate some of Davis’ offensive pyro- 
technics to fit Moon’s ability. 

Moon threw only 13 touchdown passes 
and suffered 26 interceptions last season, 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Drew Hill, Ernest Givins. 
TE—Jamie Williams. 
T—Bruce Matthews, Dean Steinkuhler. 
G—Mike Munchak, Kent Hill. 
C—Jim Romano. 
QB—Warren Moon. 
HB—WMike Rozier. 
FB—Alonzo Highsmith (R». 
DEFENSE 
E—Ray Childress, Richard Byrd. 
NT—Doug Smith. 
OLB—Robert Lyles, Johnny Meads. 
ILB—John Grimsley, Robert Abraham. 
CB—Patrick Allen, Steve Brown. 
S—Keith Bostic, Bo Eason. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Tony Zendejas. | P—Lee Johnson. 
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although he did break his club record with 
3,489 yards passing. When Glanville got 
away from the running game and relied 
on the passing attack, Moon thrived. 

Hill and Givins took advantage of the 
emphasis on the passing game, each total- 
ing more than 1,000 yards in receptions 
and thus becoming only the second pair of 
receivers in club history to top the mark 
in the same season. It was the second 
straight 1,000-yard year for Hill, who had 
65 catches to Givins’ 61. 

The offense should be even more excit- 
ing and effective this year with the pres- 
ence of wide receiver Haywood Jeffires, 
one of the Oilers’ two first-round draft 
choices. The 6-foot-2, 198-pound Jeffires, a 
standout at North Carolina State, is taller 
and heavier than Hill and Givins, both of 
whom are 5-9 and pushing 175. 

Since the Oilers employ so many three- 
and four-receiver formations, tight end 
Jamie Williams is used primarily as a 
blocker. He had 22 catches last season, his 
lowest total in three years as a starter. 

What the Oilers need on offense is bet- 
ter blocking. They fired veteran offensive- 
line coach Bill Walsh and brought in Kim 
Helton from Tampa Bay. With the excep- 
tion of right guard Kent Hill, acquired 
from the Rams early last season, every 
starter in the line had surgery during or 
after the 1986 season. But the line is Hous- 
ton’s deepest position. Bruce Matthews 
and Dean Steinkuhler are set at tackle 
and Munchak at guard. Jay Pennison will 
push for a starting job at center or guard. 
Don Maggs or Mike Kelley could beat out 
Hill at right guard. 

Improvement along the line obviously 
would do wonders for the running game, 
which had its problems in '86. With Ro- 
zier, Woolfolk and Wallace sidelined be- 
cause of injuries, the offense was forced to 
rely on a makeshift backfield late in the 
season. Rookie Allen Pinkett performed 
well. The addition of Miami (Fla.) full- 
back Alonzo Highsmith, the third pick 
overall in the draft, should help rebuild 
the ground game. 

If the Oilers do develop a running game 
to go with the passing attack, there will be 
less pressure on a defense that has shown 
steady improvement for three consecu- 
tive years. 

With ends Ray Childress and Richard 
Byrd (plus backup William Fuller) and 
nose tackle Smith, the Oilers have talent 
up front. However, they need to show 
more effectiveness against the pass. 

The linebackers set the tone for the de- 
fensive philosophy—quick, aggressive and 
tough. In his first season as a starter on 
the inside, John Grimsley led the club in 
tackles. Robert Abraham is the other in- 
side linebacker, while Robert Lyles and 
Johnny Meads man the outside posts. The 
defense could use a big rookie year from 
Walter Johnson, a second-round draft 
choice from Louisiana Tech who special- 


izes in the blitz, a key Oiler weapon. 

The secondary is deep and talented, re- 
lying on the bump-and-run. Cornerback 
Steve Brown is a terror against the run. 
His partner on the other corner, Patrick 
Allen, didn’t allow a touchdown pass last 
season in single coverage. 

Safeties Keith Bostic and Eason are 
starting their fifth and fourth years, re- 
spectively, with the Oilers. Jeff Donald- 
son, the nickel back, is a valuable contrib- 
utor. 

Tony Zendejas made 22 of 27 field-goal 
attempts last season, while punter Lee 
Johnson had a 41.2-yard average (and a 
35.7 net mark). 

“I see good things ahead of us,” Glan- 
ville said. “I’m confident, not comfortable. 
I’ve been around this business too long to 
think you can ever get comfortable.” 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Sept.20—at Buffalo.........ssessecsee 
Sept.27—LOS ANGELES RAIDE 
Oct. 4—at Denver..... 
Oct. 11—at Cleveland . 
Oct. 18—NEW ENGLA 
Oct. 25—ATLANTA.... 
Nov. 1—at Cincinnati. 
Nov. 8—at San Francisco. 
Nov. 15—at Pittsburgh.... 

Nov. 22—CLEVELAND 
Nov. 29—at Indianapolis . ze 
Dec. 6—SAN DIEGO...... .. 12:00 
Dec. 13—at New Orleans 
Dec. 20—PITTSBURGH... 
Dec. 27—CINCINNATI... 


1986 RESULTS— (5-11) 


Oilers Opp. Att. 
31 Green Bay... aw. 3 (A) 54,045 
20 Cleveland. 23 (H) 46,049 
Kansas Cit 27 (A) 43,699 
16 Pittsburgh ( 22 (H) 42,001 
13 Detroit 24 (A) 41,960 
7 Chicago 20 (H) 46,026 
28 Cincinna 31 (A) 53,844 
17 L.A. Raide: 28 (H) 41,641 
7 Miami 28 (A) 43,804 
32 Cincinna 28 (H) 32,130 
10 Pittsburgh 21 (A) 49,724 
31 Indianapolis. 17 (H) 31,792 
10 Cleveland (0 13 (A) 62,309 
0 San Diego 27 (A) 40,103 
23 Minnesota . 10 (H) 32,778 
16 Buffalo... 7 (H) 31,409 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 


1. HIGHSMITH, Alonzo RB Miami (Fla.) 
from Buffalo 


1. Choice to Buffalo 
1. JEFFIRES, Haywood WR NCC. State 
from L.A. Rams 
2. Choice to Kansas City 
2. JOHNSON, Walter LB Louisiana Tech 
from Kansas City 
3. CARLSON, Cody QB Baylor 
4. Choice to L.A. Rams 
4. DUSBABEK, Mark LB Minnesota 
from Kansas City 
5. Choice to Chicago 
through Washington and L.A. Raiders 
5. TILLMAN, Spencer RB Oklahoma 
from L.A. Rams 
6. SMITH, Al LB Utah State 
6. CASTON, Toby LB Louisiana St. 
from Kansas City 
7. BANKS, Robert DT Notre Dame 
8. JAMES, Michel WR_ Washington St. 
9. NEIGHBORS, Wes C Alabama 
10. DUNCAN, Curtis WR_ Northwestern 
11. DAVIS, John G Georgia Tech 
12. VALENTINE, Ira RB Texas A&M 


E. 


Houston Oilers running back Mike Rozier. 
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NFL 
No. Name Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 

56 Abraham, Robert | North Carolina State 

86 tAkiu, Mike 3 - Hawaii 

29 Allen, Patrick Utah State 
tBaker, Jesse Jacksonville State 
Banks, Chuck West Virginia Tech 
Bostic, Keith Michigan 
TBriehl, Tom Stanford 
Brown, Steve Oregon . 
Bush, Frank North Carolina State 
Byrd, Richard Southern Mississippi 
Childress, Ray Texas A&M 
Dardar, Ramsey Louisiana State 
Dodge, Kirk Nevada-Las Vegas 
Donaldson, Jeff Colorado 

88 +Dressel, Chris Stanford 
Drewrey, Willie West Virginia 
Eason, Bo Cal-Davis 
Fairs, Eric Memphis State 
Fuller, William North Carolina 
Givins, Ernest Louisville 
tGolic, Mike Notre Dame 
TGrimsley, John Kentucky 
Hill, Drew Georgia Tech 
THill, Kent Georgia Tech 
Johnson, Kenny Mississippi State 
Johnson, Lee Brigham Young 
Johnson, Richard Wisconsin 
Jordan, Donald Houston 
Kelley, Mike Notre Dame 
Kush, Rod Nebraska-Omaha 
Luck, Oliver West Virginia 
Lyday, Allen Nebraska 
Lyles, Robert 
Madsen, Lynn 
Maggs, Don 
“tMatthews, Bruce 
McMillian, Audrey 
Meads, Johnny 

1 Moon, Warren 

tMoran, Eric 
tMorgan, Karl 
Munchak, Mike 
Oliver, Hubert 
Parks, Jeff 
Pennison, Jay 
Pinkett, Allen 
Riley, Avon 
tRomano, Jim 
Rozier, Mike 
Smith, Doug 
Steinkuhler, Dean 
Wallace, Ray 
Williams, Doug 
Williams, Jamie 
Williams, Oliver 
Witkowski, John 
Woolfolk, Butch Michigan 
Zendejas, Tony Nevada-Reno 


“Baker played 3 games with Cowboys, 11 with Oilers in ‘86; Briehl, Kelley and Kush missed ‘86 
season due to injury; Dardar last active with Cardinals in ‘84; K. Hill played 2 games with Rams, 13 with 
Oilers in ‘86; K. Johnson played 7 games with Falcons, 1 with Oilers in ‘86; Jordan last active with Bears 
in ‘84; Morgan played 12 games with Buccaneers, 1 with Oilers in ‘86; Oliver played 4 games with Colts, 2 
with Oilers in “86; 0. Williams last active with Colts in ‘85; Witkowski active for 7 games with Oilers in ‘86 
but did not play. : 

tOption playout; subject to developments. = a 

Also played with Oilers in ‘86—RB Stan Edwards (3 games), S Larry Griffin (3), FB Larry Moriarty 
(5), T Harvey Salem (1), WR Tim Smith (13), WR Steve Tasker (2), DE Malcolm Taylor (3), 
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Texas Christian 
Washington 

Tulane 

Southern California 
Houston 

Nicholls State 
Washington 
Washington 

UCLA 


Penn State 
Arizona 
Auburn 
Nicholls State 
Notre Dame 


Penn State 
Nebraska 
Auburn 
Nebraska 
Purdue 
Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Illinois 
Columbia 
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Noll promises anxious Steelers fans 
that 1987 will be a year of change 


By STEVE HUBBARD 


fter four Super Bowls and 13 
consecutive non-losing sea- 
sons, the Pittsburgh Steelers 
fell from grace with a thud. 

Seven victories in 1985. Six 
in 1986. Why, they used to win that many 
games by Halloween, not Christmas. 

Think they're happy about it? 

Noooooo00. 

Think they’re doing something about it? 

Yeeeessss, 

“A year of change,” Coach Chuck Noll 
promised. 

And before even a helmet was snapped 
into place, the Steelers delivered. 

Team President Daniel M. Rooney 
shuffled the duties and titles of just about 
everyone in the front office. Most dramat- 
ic was the shocking dismissal of Arthur J. 
Rooney Jr., Daniel’s brother and name- 
sake of the family patriarch. 

Art Jr. had run the scouting department 
since 1971 and presided over one of the 
greatest drafts in National Football 
League history in 1974, when Pittsburgh 
selected Lynn Swann, Jack Lambert, John 
Stallworth and Mike Webster. But then 
came a string of lackluster efforts in the 
1980s. Dan said a lack of communication, 
not the player selection, led to the 
change. 

Noll, who was given more power in the 
organization, also shuffled his coaching 
staff and player pool. The hiring of Hall of 
Famer Mean Joe Greene as defensive line 
coach accomplished four things: 

eGave the Pittsburgh coaching staff, 
one of the league’s smallest, a knowledge- 
able extra man. 

e@ Demonstrated Noll’s determination to 
restore the old “Steel Curtain” front wall. 
Former defensive line coach Jon Kolb got 
steady but unspectacular results from 
starters Keith Willis, Gary Dunn and Ed- 
mund Nelson, but very little from Keith 
Gary, the team’s No. 1 draft pick in 1981, 
Darryl Sims, No. 1 in 1985, and Gerald Wil- 
liams, No. 2 in 1986. Greene, the fiercest 
leader Noll has known, should light bon- 
fires under the linemen. 

e Allowed Kolb and former inside line- 
backers coach Dennis Fitzgerald to work 
with a new computer system that breaks 
down game films to help develop planning 
and strategy. 

@ Allowed Kolb and Fitzgerald to con- 
centrate on special teams. The Steelers, 
one of the last clubs to assign someone 
almost exclusively to that area, saw the 
light in the dark of December. 

In a horrible season finale, the Kansas 
City Chiefs scored touchdowns on a 
blocked punt, a blocked field goal and a 
kickoff return. The Steelers lost, 24-19, de- 
spite outgaining Kansas City, 515-171. 

For the season, the Steelers’ special 
teams surrendered six touchdowns and 
set up three more. They had three punts 
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Steelers Coach Chuck Noll will 
continue to rely on inconsistent 
quarterback Mark Malone. 

—— 


blocked, two tipped, and one partly 
blocked. They missed five field goals and 
two extra points because of bad snaps. 

“You want to get a mule’s attention, you 
hit him in the head,” said Noll. ‘Well, that 
(Kansas City game) hit me in the head. 

“One of the problems we had before 
was we'd prepare our offensive and de- 
fensive game plans together, early in the 
week, and after we finished that, we went 
to special teams. This means we’ll prac- 
tice special teams early in the week... 
instead of waiting until the end and 
throwing it out.” 

Noll may also throw out most of last 
year’s secondary, which ranked 16th in 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Louis Lipps, John Stallworth. 
TE—Preston Gothard. 
T—Ray Pinney, Tunch Ilkin. 
G—Craig Wolfley, Terry Long. 
C—Mike Webster. 
QB—Mark Malone. 
HB—Walter Abercrombie. 
FB—Earnest Jackson. 
DEFENSE 
E—Keith Willis, Edmund Nelson. 
NT—Gary Dunn. 
OLB—M. Merriweather, Bryan Hinkle. 
ILB—David Little, Robin Cole. 
CB—D. Woodruff, Rod Woodson (R). 
S—Donnie Shell, Eric Williams. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Gary Anderson.P—Harry Newsome. 
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the league in passing defense. The Steel- 
ers began a complete overhaul on draft 
day by using three of their first four picks 
on cornerbacks Rod Woodson and Delton 
Hall, and free safety Thomas Everett. 

Woodson, an All-America at Purdue, 
was one of the fastest players in the coun- 
try and a Big Ten hurdling champion. 

Everett also earned All-America 
honors, at Baylor, where he and team- 
mate Ron Francis were known as the 
“Twin Terrors” of defensive secondaries. 
Everett, though only 5-foot-9, has great 
leaping ability and intercepted six passes 
in 1986. Hall had five interceptions in his 
senior year at Clemson and was outstand- 
ing on special teams with seven tackles 
and two blocked kicks. 

The return of veteran Dwayne Woo- 
druff, the Steelers’ best corner until major 
knee surgery last August, would be an 
added bonus. Thirteen-year veteran Don- 
nie Shell will be back at safety while free 
safety Eric Williams will try to rebound 
from an off-year and hold off Everett. 
Chris Sheffield was impressive at left cor- 
ner but was slowed by midseason injuries. 

Noll left little doubt about his draft-day 
priorities. After he replenished the sec- 
ondary, he moved to linebacker, selecting 
Hardy Nickerson of California in the fifth 
round and Greg Lloyd of Fort Valley State 
in the sixth. He provided Mean Joe with a 
couple of new recruits in Penn State nose 
tackle Tim Johnson, also taken in the 
sixth, and Tennessee State defensive end 
Charles Buchanan, selected in the eighth 
round. 

The Steelers’ linebacking unit will be 
the toughest to crack. Three-time Pro 
Bowl selection Mike Merriweather and 
Bryan Hinkle, All-NFL in various polls, 
are two of the best outside linebackers in 
the league. Hinkle led the team in tackles 
while Merriweather was second. The No. 
3 tackler, David Little, and 10-year veter- 
an Robin Cole handled the inside chores. 

The Steelers’ draft board—and Noll’s 
refusal to trade for a Steve Young or Neil 
Lomax—confirmed the coach’s strong be- 
lief in his offense, particularly quarter- 
back Mark Malone, who may be Public 
Enemy No. | in Pittsburgh. 

Malone ranked 25th among 27 qualifi- 
ers in passing last year. But in 14 starts, 
the most in his career, the 28-year-old 
showed drastic improvement by the end 
of the season, once he stopped trying to 
shoulder the offensive burden. With David 
Woodley retired and Scott Campbell re- 
leased, the Steelers’ lone backup will be 
Bubby Brister, who filled in for two games 
when Malone injured a thumb. 

Veteran guard Craig Wolfley returned 
for the eighth game last season to solidify 
a line that was among the league’s finest. 
The unit surrendered only 20 sacks (sec- 
ond in the league) and paved the way for 
2,223 yards rushing (seventh). At tackle, 
Tunch Ilkin will return after allowing only 


one sack in 15 starts, but 33-year-old Ray 
Pinney had off-season knee surgery. Be- 
hind Wolfley and Terry Long, the Steelers 
are deep at guard with John Rienstra, the 
No. 1 pick in 1986, and Randy Rasmussen, 
a starter in three games last year. 

Noll sent center Dan Turk, the heir ap- 
parent to Webster, packing to Tampa Bay 
when he thought Turk was doing more 
slugging in saloons than on the playing 
field. 

Free agent fullback Earnest Jackson 
was acquired to bolster a running game 
that averaged 65.3 yards without him, 
155.9 with him. Jackson (910 yards) and 
Walter Abercrombie (877) finished third 
and fourth in the AFC in rushing even 
though Jackson missed the first three 
games and Abercrombie was slowed by 
early injuries. Frank Pollard remains 
questionable after knee surgery forced 
him out for all of 1986. 

Wide receiver Charles Lockett of Long 
Beach State, a third-round pick, gives the 
Steelers a speedy deep threat to pair with 
Louis Lipps and Stallworth, who missed a 
total of eight games with injuries last 


Oct. 25—CINCINNATI 
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Edwards, Dave 


Illinois 


year. Stallworth needs only four recep- No. Name Pos. Ht. College 
tions to reach 500 for his career. 34 Abercrombie, Walter = RB 6- Baylor 

puneesat Gatg K ha 1 aes 

ehning, Mar - ebraska 
1987 SCHEDULE Bono, Steve 6 UCLA 
Sept.13—SAN FRANCISCO..........ccececsessesessees 1:00 Brister, Bubby 6- Northeast Louisiana 
Sept.20—at Cleveland ........... eon 100 Britt, Jessie 6- North Carolina A&T 
Sept.27—NEW YORK JETS. 4:00 Carr, Gregg 6- Auburn 
Oct. 4—at Atlanta... 1:00 Clayton, Harvey 5- Florida State 
Oct. 11—at Los Angeles Rams. 1:00 tCole, Robin 6- 1 New Mexico 
Oct. 18—INDIANAPOLIS..... 1:00 Dunn, Gary es 1 Miami (Fla.) 
5- 


Nov. 1—at Mianii........ 
Nov. 8—at Kansas City .. 
Nov. 15—HOUSTON...... 


Erenberg, Rich 
Gary, Keith 
Gothard, Preston 


0 


Soo 


0 
1 
6 
3 
2 
4 
1 
9 
2 
3 
0 
1 
3 
4 
1 
2 
0 
3 
9 


Colgate 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 


Nov. 22—at Cincinnati.. 1:00 Henton, Anthony - Troy State 
Nov. 29—NEW ORLEANS. 1:00 Hinkle, Bryan 6- Oregon 
Dec. 6—SEATTLE..... 1:00 Hughes, David Boise State 
Dec. 13—at San Diego. 1:00 Ilkin, Tunch Indiana State 
Dec. 20—at Houston......... we 12:00 Jackson, Earnest Texas A&M 
Dec. 26—CLEVELAND (Sat) ..c.ccccsecseesessesnees 12:30 Lipps, Louis Southern Mississippi 
Little, David Florida 
1986 RESULTS—(6-10) Long, Terry East Carolina 
Steelers Opp. Att Malone, Mark Arizona State 
0 Seattle 30 (A) 61,464 Merriweather, Mike Pacific 


7 Minnesota... 


Nelson, Edmund 
Newsome, Harry 
Pinney, Ray 


COP SNUDHOUNBWANNNNENNSDADOWTOOHhUBUDYNTNVWUBWRHHUWNNWNHOS 


Auburn 
Wake Forest 


er Abercrombie. 
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22 Houston (OT)... 16 (A) 42,001 Washington 
24 Cleveland... 27 (H) 57,327 iat Frank Baylor 
22 Cincinnati.... 24 (A) 54,283 asmussen, Randy pies 

0 New England 34 (H) 54,743 Sit pat pete 
30 Cincinnati... 9 (H) 50,815 lenstra, Jonn emple 
27 Green Bay 3 (H) 52,831 Rostosky, Pete Connecticut 
12 Buffalo..... 16 (A) 72,000 Sanchez, Lupe UCLA 

Sanders, Chuck — 6-1 Slippery Rock 
stloset Seitz, Warren 6-4 Missouri 
Sheffield, Chris 6-1 Albany State 
Shell, Donnie 5-11 1 South Carolina State 
ee 9 Sims, Darryl 6-3 Wisconsin 
82 Stallworth, John 6-2 1 Alabama A&M 
36 fSwain Jan 1 Miami (Fla.) 
wain, John - iami (Fla. 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 85 Sweeney, Calvin 6-2 Southern California 
Round and Player Position College 87 Thompson, Weegie 6-6 Florida State 

1. WOODSON, Rod DB Purdue 52 Webster, Mike 6-1 1 Wisconsin | 

2. HALL, Delton DB Clemson 21 Williams, Eric 6-1 North Carolina State < 

3. LOCKETT, Charles WR_ Long Beach St. 98 Williams, Gerald 6-3 Auburn 

4. EVERETT, Thomas DB Baylor 93 Willis, Keith 6-1 Northeastern cc 

5. NICKERSON, Hardy LB California 55 Winston, Dennis 6-0 1 Arkansas = 

6. JOHNSON, Tim NT Penn State 73 Wolfley, Craig 1 Syracuse 2 

from Tampa Bay 49 Woodruff, Dwayne CB 6-0 Louisville 

6. LLOYD, Greg LB Fort Valley St. 22 Woods, Rick FS/CB_ 6-0 6 11-16-59 Boise State lu 

7. KELLEY, Chris TE Akron “Bono played 1 game with Vikings in ‘86; Jackson was active for 2 games with Eagles in ’86 but did Oo 

8. BUCHANAN, Charles DE Tennessee St. not play, played 13 games with Steelers in ’86; Woodruff missed “86 season due to injury. 

9. CLINKSCALES, Joey WR_ Tennessee tOption playout; subject to developments. : © 
10. HOGE, Merril RB Idaho State Also played with Steelers in ‘86—G Emil Boures (active for 1 game but did not play), QB Scott LL 
11. OSWALD, Paul C Kansas Campbell (3), CB Donnie Elder (9), C Dan Turk (16). x 
12. YOUNG, Theo TE Arkansas 
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Broncos are a solid favorite 
because of stability at quarterback 


By TOM CUSHMAN 


f stability at quarterback is a pre- 
requisite for winning champion- 
ships, then there should be no diffi- 
culty in forecasting the outcome of 
the annual hairpull in the Ameri- 
can Conference’s Western Division. Stabil- 
ity exists only in Denver, home of John 
Elway, who last year guided the Broncos 
to Super Bowl XXI. 

Perhaps no other team in the National 
Football League is as dependent on a sin- 
gle performer as the Broncos. Of course, 
no other team has a John Elway. Without 
him, Denver would not have been within 
telescopic range of Commissioner Pete 
Rozelle’s grand finale. 

In considering Elway’s impact on the 
division race, one must take into account 
the fact that Dan Fouts still is employed 
in San Diego. But the Chargers are reshuf- 
fling their roster, and Fouts, at age 36, 
can't be expected to work a full season. A 
tendency to stand tall in a pocket that is 
collapsing around him has served Fouts 
well; on the other hand, injuries in each of 
the last four autumns—to his shoulder in 
1983, groin in ’84, knee in ’85 and head in 
'86—have made him a part-time per- 
former. 

Mark Herrmann and Tom Flick were 
the understudies last year, and both start- 
ed at one time or another. The extent of 
the Chargers’ concern over the quarter- 
back situation was demonstrated during 
the off-season when the team became one 
of several to audition free agent Ron Ja- 
worski. 

Another Jaworski stop was Seattle, 
where Dave Krieg—he of the unorthodox 
style—has become a primary target of 
the constituency. Even as Krieg was set- 
ting team passing records in 1985, fans 
were clamoring for the ball to be handed 
back to veteran Jim Zorn. 

In 1986, with Zorn gone and Krieg errat- 
ic, the alternative was Gale Gilbert, 
whose arm is average and mobility near 
zero after three years of being buried be- 
hind the porous offensive line at Califor- 
nia. 

According to Frank Gansz, who re- 
placed John Mackovic as coach at Kansas 
City, the Chiefs were to raffle off their 
quarterback job during training camp, 
with Bill Kenney, Todd Blackledge and 
Frank Seurer competing. 

Like Fouts, Kenney has been beset by 
injuries. He missed the first half of the 
1984 season because of a broken thumb 
and the final five games of '85 due to knee 
and shoulder ailments. Awarded the start- 
ing role for ’86, Blackledge eventually la- 
teraled it to Kenney. Bruising his passing 
hand, Kenney then yielded to Blackledge. 
And so on. 

Despite what would appear to be invit- 
ing circumstances, Seurer, a refugee from 
the United States Football League, ap- 


TSN’s Predictions 


1. Denver 
2. L.A. Raiders 
3. San Diego 
4. Seattle 

5. Kansas City 


peared in only one game in '86—at wide 
receiver because of injuries at the posi- 
tion. He didn't enhance his chances any 
during the off-season, suffering a dislocat- 
ed hip and ankle injury in an auto acci- 
dent that will sideline him for most of 
training camp. 

Perhaps it is something in the Los An- 
geles air, but, since moving down from 
Oakland, the Raiders have developed a 
quarterback controversy to rival that of 
the neighboring Rams, who historically 
have led the explored universe in this de- 
partment. 

In recent years, the scenario has gone 
something like this: 

Marc Wilson begins the season as the 
starter, but gradually gives way to his 
shortcomings, plus the malicious abuse of 
the customers. To the rescue comes veter- 
an Jim Plunkett (approaching his 40th 
birthday and beginning his 17th NFL sea- 
son), who guides the Raiders into the play- 
offs. 

In 1986, there was no rescue. Passing 
for a club record 3,973 yards, Wilson, 
Plunkett and Rusty Hilger produced an 8-8 
record, no playoff berth and an off-season 
rife with trade speculation. 

Speculation is all it was, leaving the 
Raiders to suggest that Hilger, their sixth- 
round pick in the ’85 draft and heretofore 
third stringer, will be the starter in '87. 
Underscoring its confidence in the “big 
three,” the front office also signed free 
agents Ed Luther, Bruce Mathison and 
Scott Woolf, then selected Notre Dame’s 
Steve Beuerlein with the fourth-round 
pick in the draft. 

Surprisingly, only one of the division’s 
teams took a quarterback before the 
Raiders tapped Beuerlein. Drafting ahead 
of Los Angeles in the fourth round, San 
Diego selected Iowa’s Mark Vlasic. Kan- 
sas City chose Nicholls State’s Doug Hud- 
son with their seventh-round pick, and 
Seattle made Texas E]-Paso’s Sammy 
Garza their eighth-round choice. 

Demonstrating the security of their po- 
sition, the Broncos didn’t draft a quarter- 
back. 

With no John Elways available, the 
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They'll throw and throw and throw, but they have to find a way 
to run. Defensive leader is needed to replace Tom Jackson. 


A confident quarterback is all Raiders need to rebound from 
1986 disappointment. Defense is always a terror. 


It’s a new era with the emphasis on ball control and keeping the 
defense off the field. Help needed on offensive line. 


The potential is there to challenge for the division title if quar- 
terback Dave Krieg becomes consistent and defense improves. 


If rookie backs Paul Palmer and Christian Okoye come through, 
this club will be a handful. Special teams are game’s best. 


Raiders, Seahawks and Chiefs used the 
lottery to fill glaring needs elsewhere. 
Having yielded 64 sacks in 1986, the 
Raiders chose offensive tackles with their 
first two picks, Missouri’s John Clay, a 
330-pound specimen, and Tennessee’s 
Bruce Wilkerson. And for his annual eye- 
brow-lifter, Al Davis selected Bo Jackson 
of the Kansas City Royals in the seventh 
round. 

Seattle’s first two choices were line- 
backers, Pittsburgh’s Tony Woods and 
Stanford’s Dave Wyman. 

Kansas City, whose last famous runner 
was Jesse James, took Temple’s Paul Pal- 
mer and Azusa Pacific’s Christian Okoye, 
a native of Nigeria who hadn't played 
football until college. 

Denver and San Diego provided the in- 
trigue. After conceding the Super Bowl 
had established a desperate need for a 
fullback, the Broncos expended their first 
three choices on a wide receiver and two 
linebackers. 

The Chargers, who obtained linebacker 
Chip Banks by trading down with Cleve- 
land, then chose Texas A&M tight end 
Rod Bernstine. This is the team that al- 
ready had Kellen Winslow, Eric Sievers 
and Pete Holohan, so look for either a 
trade or a new offensive wrinkle, wherein 
the Chargers introduce the “Four Tight- 
End Formation.” 

Also look for San Diego to be the most 
improved of the division entries. Finaliz- 
ing a three-year overhaul of the front of- 
fice, Owner Alex Spanos lured Steve Ort- 
mayer from the Raiders staff and 
installed him as director of football opera- 
tions. Don Coryell had been replaced as 
coach last season by Al Saunders, also 
hand-picked by Spanos. 

“Of the people I’ve hired to run my busi- 
nesses, I’ve only had to fire two in 35 
years,”’ Spanos said. “I’m confident we 
now have the right leadership. All I have 
to do is worry about winning.” 

There would be less concern if John 
Elway had an address somewhere outside 
the Western Division. 


Tom Cushman is a sports columnist for the San 
Diego Evening Tribune. 


Consistent Broncos are capable 
of defending AFC championship 


By JOSEPH SANCHEZ 


t was on the floor of the Rose Bowl 
on a warm night last January that 
the spirit of the Denver Broncos 
passed from one hearty soul to an- 
other. 

The score in Super Bow! XXI already 
had reached 39-20 in favor of the New 
York Giants when Broncos quarterback 
John Elway draped his tired right arm 
around the ample shoulders of the wound- 
ed and jacketed Tom Jackson. 

“Sorry, Tom,” Elway said. “I know how 
bad you wanted to go out with a Super 
Bow! championship.” 

There was no apology necessary, said 
Jackson, the fiercely competitive but lov- 
able linebacker who for 14 seasons had 
been a source of inspiration for the Bron- 
cos. The veteran did have a few words of 
advice—and consolation—to pass along to 
his teammate, though. 

“Look around you and remember this 
scene, so that you'll never forget what it 
feels like to lose this game,” Jackson told 
Elway. “And don’t worry about it (the fact 
Jackson bowed out in defeat). I have a 
hunch you’re gonna be back here a few 
times before your career is over.” 

Entering the 1987 National Football 
League season, Elway may well be pon- 
dering the date of his next Super Bowl ap- 
pearance. The obvious assumption there- 
in is that the defending American 
Football Conference champions will re- 
main among the contenders this season 
and that Elway will be blessed with an 
adequate supporting cast over the rest of 
his career, It’s an easy assumption to 
make; the Broncos, after all, rank among 
the top five winning teams in the NFL 
over the last decade with a regular-season 
record of 96-55. From 1977 through 1986, 
Denver won the AFC West Division cham- 
pionship four times and the AFC title 
twice. 

The Broncos have sustained their suc- 
cess through two coaching regimes and 
three quarterbacks. Clearly, this is one 
team that doesn’t stagnate. For the last 27 
seasons, the Broncos have been building 
and rebuilding, and there is no reason to 
expect that 1987 will be any different. In 
fact, ’87 will likely go down as one of the 
most tumultuous years in club history as 
the Broncos—the Super Bowl Broncos, re- 
member—figure to make at least seven 
changes (maybe more) in their starting 
lineups. 

The most dramatic change is expected 
at wide receiver, where Mark Jackson, 
the rookie hero of the AFC championship 
game, is expected to move ahead of popu- 
lar veteran Steve Watson. The 5-foot-9 
Jackson, who played behind Vance John- 
son as the weak-side receiver last year, 
was switched to the other side to chal- 
lenge Watson almost immediately as the 
off-season began. Also expected is a 
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The strong right arm of John 
Elway should keep Denver in the 
thick of the Super Bowl hunt. 


switch putting Denver’s other prized rook- 
ie of 1986, tight end Orson Mobley, ahead 
of Clarence Kay. 

Another part of the puzzle was the 
drafting last April of Florida wide receiv- 
er Ricky Nattiel, a 5-9 greyhound whom 
the Broncos claim is faster than Johnson. 
It doesn’t take much to imagine the big- 
play possibilities that would exist with 
Elway throwing and Johnson, Jackson 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Vance Johnson, Mark Jackson. 
TE—Orson Mobley. 
T—Jim Juriga (R), Ken Lanier. 
G—Keith Bishop, Dave Studdard. 
C—Bill Bryan. 
QB—John Elway. 
RB—Sammy Winder. 
FB—Gerald Willhite. 
DEFENSE 
E—Rulon Jones, Freddie Gilbert. 
NT—Andre Townsend. 
OLB—B. Klostermann (R), IK. Woodard. 
ILB—Kar! Mecklenburg, Ricky Hunley. 
CB—Louis Wright, Steve Wilson. 
S—Dennis Smith, Mike Harden. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Rich Karlis. P—Mlke Horan. 
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and Nattiel aligned in a three-wideout for- 
mation. (Johnson is the tallest of the fleet 
threesome at 5-11.) 

Keith Bishop at left guard, Billy Bryan 
at center and Ken Lanier (or possibly Dan 
Remsberg) at right tackle are primed to 
start on the offensive line. At left tackle, 
Jim Juriga is expected to nail down the 
position he won as a rookie in the summer 
of 1986, then lost because of a knee injury 
in the last week of training camp. Specu- 
lation is that Dave Studdard, a solid veter- 
an, will move from left tackle and sup- 
plant Mark Cooper at right guard. That’s 
three new starters on offense and a 
change of position for a fourth regular. 

Failing to get the big fullback they 
wanted in the draft, the Broncos may de- 
cide to give Steve Sewell, their No. 1 draft 
pick in 1985, a more prominent role in sin- 
gle-back formations. Sewell conceivably 
could move ahead of Sammy Winder and 
Gerald Willhite. 

Elway seemingly came of age in his 
fourth NFL season, a year forever to be 
remembered for his direction of a stirring 
98-yard drive that enabled Denver to tie 
Cleveland late in the AFC championship 
game. Considering the confidence-build- 
ing impact of that clutch drive and his 
fine season overall (19 touchdown passes 
and a .556 completion percentage), Elway 
could put up some imposing numbers in 
1987. 

Defensively, the retirement of Jackson 
places Ken Woodard at right outside line- 
backer. Having grown weary of being un- 
dersized at left outside linebacker, the 
Broncos probably will replace 218-pound 
Jim Ryan with one of four players: Bruce 
Klostermann, a 235-pound draftee (1986) 
who spent last season on the injured re- 
serve list; Simon Fletcher, a 245-pounder 
who has been a backup defensive end for 
the Broncos; 245-pound free agent Dallas 
Cameron, or rookie Michael Brooks, the 
235-pounder from Louisiana State who, as 
a third-round selection, may have been a 
steal in the 1987 draft (he is coming off 
knee surgery). 

Karl Mecklenburg and Ricky Hunley 
are standouts at the inside-linebacker 
spots. 

Realignment also is expected in Den- 
ver’s defensive line, which played well in 
the first half of the season but faded badly 
thereafter when the new starter at nose 
tackle, Greg Kragen, wore down and 
Rulon Jones got sack-happy at the ex- 
pense of the rest of his game. 

Freddie Gilbert is a good bet to become 
the new starter at right end, ousting 
Andre Townsend, with Townsend moving 
back inside to compete with Kragen and 
Tony Colorito at nose tackle. Jones, who 
totaled 1314 sacks last year, is a fixture at 
left end. 

Denver’s secondary, too, is expected to 
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be overhauled. Veteran Steve Foley prob- 
ably has started his last game at free safe- 
ty, but Tony Lilly no longer is the heir 
apparent after a subpar playoff perfor- 
mance. There could be some bold moves 
here, with Mike Harden, Denver’s most 
valuable player on defense last season, 
possibly moving to free safety to take bet- 
ter advantage of his ball-hawking in- 
stincts and either Steve Wilson or Randy 
Robbins taking over at his right-corner- 
back slot. 

The alarming decline of Pro Bowler 
Dennis Smith at strong safety and the un- 
certain performance level of 34-year-old 
cornerback Louis Wright complicate the 
situation. 

The kicking game again will be han- 
dled by Rich Karlis, the No. 3 kick scorer 
in the AFC last year, and Mike Horan, 
who as Denver’s third punter of 1986 
proved he could handle the job with a 
41.l-yard average. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—SEATTLE 
Sept.20—vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 
Sept.28—at Cleveland (Mon.). 
Oct. 4—HOUSTON............... 
Oct. 12—L.A. RAIDERS (Mon.) 
Oct. 18—at Kansas City... 

Oct. 25—at Minnesota 
Nov. 1—DETROIT..... 
Nov. 8—at Buffalo.... 
Nov. 16—CHICAGO (Mon.) 
Nov. 22—at Los Angeles Raiders.. 
Nov. 29—at San Diego....... 
Dec. 6—NEW ENGLAND... 
Dec. 13—at Seattle ........... 
Dec. 19—KANSAS CITY (Sat.) 
Dec. 27—SAN DIEGO 


1986 RESULTS—(13-6) 


Broncos Opp. Att. 
38 L.A. Raiders 6 

21 Pittsburgh. 
33 Philadelphia 


Cincinnati .. 
10 Kansas City 


31 Washington 75,905 
16 Seattle 63, 697 
AFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
22 New England............ccssecsessesees 17 (H) 76,105 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
23 Cleveland (OT ).u....eeseseeeseeee 20 (A) 79,915 
20 N.Y. *) 101,063 

(*) Rose Bowl, Pasaden 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. NATTIEL, Ricky WR Florida 
2. Choice to N.Y. Giants 
3. BROOKS, Michael LB Louisiana St. 
4. MUNFORD, Marc LB Nebraska 
5. Choice to Cincinnati 
6. MARSHALL, Warren RB James Madison 
7. STROZIER, Wilbur TE Georgia 
8. MORGAN, Dan G Penn State 
9. PLUMMER, Bruce DB Mississippi St. 
10. WILKINSON, Rafe LB Richmond 
11. ROBERTS, Steve DE Washington 
from L.A. Rams 
11. NEAL, Tommy RB Maryland 
12. BRAXTON, Tyrone DB_ No. Dakota St. 
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Denver Broncos linebacker Karl Mecklenburg. 


No. Name 
Belcher, Kevin 
Bell, Ken 
Bishop, Keith 
Boddie, Tony 
Bryan, Bill 
Carter, Rubin 
Christensen, Jeff 
Colorito, Tony 
Comeaux, Darren 
tCooper, Mark 
Dennison, Rick 
Elway, John 
Fletcher, Simon 
Foley, Steve 
Freeman, Mike 
Gilbert, Freddie 
Hackett, Joey 
Harden, Mike 

36 Haynes, Mark 
Hood, Winford 
Horan, Mike 
Howard, Paul 
Hunley, Ricky 
Jackson, Mark 
Johnson, Earl 
Johnson, Vance 
Joiner, Tim 
Jones, David 
Jones, Rulon 

3 +Karlis, Rich 
Kay, Clarence 
tKragen, Greg 

8 Kubiak, Gary 
Lang, Gene 
Lanier, Ken 
Lilly, Tony 
Lingner, Adam 
May, Dean 
Mecklenburg, Karl 
t+Micho, Bobby 
Mobley, Orson 
Olderman, Bob 
Remsberg, Dan 
Robbins, Randy 
Ryan, Jim 
+Sampson, Clint 
Sewell, Steve 
Shorthose, George 
Smith, Dennis 
Studdard, Dave 
Townsend, Andre 
Watson, Steve 
tWillhite, Gerald 
Wilson, Steve 
Winder, Sammy 
Woodard, Ken 
Wright, Louis 


NFL 
wt. Ep. Birthdate 


5 
7 
1 
10 
13 
3 


be 
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1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


College 
Wisconsin 
Boston College 
Baylor 
Montana State 
Duke 
Miami (Fla.) 
Eastern Illinois 
Southern California 
Arizona State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Colorado State 
Stanford 
Houston 
Tulane 
Arizona 
Georgia 
Elon College 
Michigan 
Colorado 
Georgia 
Long Beach State 
Brigham Young 
Arizona 
Purdue 
South Carolina 
Arizona 
Louisiana State 
Texas 
Utah State 
Cincinnati 
Georgia 
Utah State 
Texas A&M 
Louisiana State 
Florida State 
Florida 
Illinois 
Louisville 
Minnesota 
Texas 
Salem College 
Virginia 
Abilene Christian 
Arizona 
William and Mary 
San Diego State 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Southern California 
Texas 
Mississippi 
Temple 
San Jose State 
Howard 
Southern Mississippi 
Tuskegee Institute 
San Jose State 


“Belcher last active with Raiders in ‘85; Christensen last active with Eagles in “85; Horan active for 
1 game with Vikings and played Ge ames with Broncos in ’86; Joiner last active with Oilers in ‘84; E. 


Johnson last active with Saints in ‘ 


5; D. Jones last active with Lions in ‘85; Lingner played 12 games 


with Chiefs, active for 1 but did not play with Patriots in ‘86; May last active with Eagles in ‘84; Olderman 
last active with Chiefs in ‘85; Shorthose last active with Chiefs in ‘85. 
TOption playout; subject to developments. 
Retired—Tom Jackson, 14-year linebacker, 16 games in ‘86. 
Also played with Broncos i in *86—S Daniel Hunter (10 games), P Chris Norman (6), P Jack Weil (6). 


The road back to the Super Bowl 
could be long and bumpy for Raiders 


By JAY LAWRENCE 


ack Murphy Stadium in San 
Diego, site of Super Bowl XXII 
in January, is only 130 miles 
south of Los Angeles on Inter- 
state 5. 

But for the Los Angeles Raiders, the 
road to the Super Bowl promises to be a 
long, bumpy one. 

And their ability to smooth out the 
problems from last year’s 8-8 nightmare— 
only the second non-winning season in 22 
years—will determine whether they ar- 
rive at all. 

You don’t have to be Al Davis to figure 
out what went wrong in 1986. 

For the second consecutive season, the 
quarterback situation remained unsettled 
and unsettling. 

The offensive line—once the hallmark 
of the Raiders’ feared “vertical game”— 
allowed 64 sacks, second most in the Na- 
tional Football League behind the Phila- 
delphia Eagles’ record-setting 104. 

The starting wide receivers averaged 
2.3 years of NFL experience, and conse- 
quently, the Raiders were 16th in the 
league in scoring. 

Undaunted, Raiders Coach Tom Flores 
says minimal changes will produce maxi- 
mum results in 1987. 

“It’s not like we have to have a com- 
plete overhaul,” Flores said. “We haven't 
won two Super Bowls (since 1980) by pan- 
icking. We’re not that far away from 
being a dominant team again.” 

And if dominance begins in the offen- 
sive line, Flores’ remarks might be more 
than wishful thinking. 

The Raiders filled their most gaping 
hole in a large way in the April 28 draft. 
They chose 319-pound offensive tackle 
John Clay of Missouri in the first round 
and 290-pound tackle Bruce Wilkerson of 
Tennessee in the second. 

Both rookies could have an immediate 
impact. Pro Bowl center Don Mosebar an- 
chors the offensive line, but shakeups are 
expected at guard and tackle in 1987. 

At right tackle, Shelby Jordan replaced 
35-year-old Henry Lawrence after 14 
games last year. But Jordan, also 35, is not 
the long-term solution. Clay could be a 
starter before the season ends. 

Left tackle Bruce Davis, 31, could be re- 
placed, too, by Wilkerson. 

Chris Riehm, who started for the Hous- 
ton Gamblers of the United States Foot- 
ball League, can play either guard or 
tackle. Late last season, he replaced left 
guard Charley Hannah, who broke a bone 
in his hand. Riehm is expected to chal- 
lenge Hannah for the starting job this 
year. 

The Raiders also have intimated that 
backup center Bill Lewis might be moved 
to guard, where he could challenge 10- 
year-veteran Mickey Marvin. 

The only thing for certain near the line 


Rusty Hilger will be given the op- 
portunity to take control of the 
Raiders’ offense. 

eee SSE 


is that Todd Christensen will line up at 
tight end. Christensen’s 95 receptions in 
1986 set an NFL record for tight ends and 
topped all receivers in the league. 

“Changes on the offensive line are 
forthcoming,” Flores said. “Not wholesale 
changes, but one or two to make it formi- 
dable again.” 

The same could be said for the wide 
receiving corps. 

Five-time All-Pro James Lofton was ac- 
quired from the Green Bay Packers in 
April, and former Canadian Football 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Dokie Williams, James Lofton. 
TE—Todd Christensen. 
T—Bruce Davis, Shelby Jordan. 
G—Chris Riehm, Mickey Marvin. 
C—Don Mosebar. 
QB—Rusty Hilger. 
RB—Marcus Allen. 
FB—Frank Hawkins. 
DEFENSE 
E—Howie Long, Sean Jones. 
NT—Bill Pickel. 
OLB—Jerry Robinson, Rod Martin. 
ILB—Matt Millen, Reggie McKenzie. 
CB—Lester Hayes, Mark Haynes. 
S—Stacey Toran, Vann McElroy. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Chris Bahr. P—Ray Guy. 
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League most valuable player Mervyn Fer- 
nandez was signed in March. 

Fernandez, a 10th-round pick of the 
Raiders in 1983, had 95 receptions for Brit- 
ish Columbia in 1985, when the Lions won 
the Grey Cup. 

Fernandez and Lofton will challenge 
Dokie Williams and Jessie Hester for 
starting jobs. 

The Raiders seem hopeful that Rusty 
Hilger is the solution to their problems at 
quarterback. Although he has thrown only 
51 passes in two seasons and has never 
started a game, Hilger apparently has 
won the No. 1 job by default. 

“We think Rusty is talented,” Flores 
said. “Now we have to find out if he can 
play consistently, week in and week out. 
He'll be given the opportunity to demon- 
strate how far he’s progressed.” 

Jim Plunkett, who passed for 1,986 
yards and started the final six games last 
season, underwent arthroscopic surgery 
on his right shoulder this spring and his 
status is uncertain. 

Marc Wilson, who still has a year re- 
maining on a guaranteed contract that 
will pay him $1 million in 1987, is “some- 
where in the middle,” according to Flores. 
Wilson threw for 1,721 yards but had 15 
interceptions in 240 attempts. 

The Raiders did sign free agents Ed 
Luther and Bruce Mathison before select- 
ing Notre Dame quarterback Steve 
Beuerlein in the fourth round of the draft. 
Beuerlein, 6-foot-3 and 200 pounds, set 
school records for career attempts (849) 
and yardage (6,527). 

In the third round, the Raiders selected 
Penn State fullback Steve Smith, partly 
because of the anticipated absence of Na- 
poleon McCallum. Navy Secretary James 
Webb has implied that McCallum will not 
be permitted to play football until the en- 
sign’s tour of active duty is finished in 
1991. 

Marcus Allen, who was hampered by a 
sprained ankle throughout the 1986 sea- 
son, finished with 759 yards rushing, ex- 
actly 1,000 less than his league-leading 
total in 85. Vance Mueller will serve as 
Allen’s backup. 

Returning defensive coordinator Char- 
lie Sumner favors an attacking defense, 
which the Raiders did with a vengeance 
last season as they led the NFL in sacks 
with 63. 

Defensive end Sean Jones, in his first 
year as a starter, led the AFC with 15.5 
sacks, and nose tackle Bill Pickel added 
11.5. Despite missing three games be- 
cause of a leg injury, defensive end Howie 
Long was voted to the Pro Bowl for the 
fourth consecutive year. 

Defensive end Bob Buczkowski, last 
year’s No. 1 draft pick, will be back after 
missing the entire season with a degen- 
erative disc in his lower back. 
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The third-round selection last year, cor- 
nerback Brad Cochran, also missed the 
whole season because of a back injury. 
Cochran and Lionel Washington, who was ; ; 
acquired from the St. Louis Cardinals, will = zs. 


back up cornerbacks Mike Haynes and Si 
Lester Hayes. Los Angeles Raiders running back Marcus Allen. 


Free safety Vann McElroy led the club 
in tackles (99) and interceptions (seven), 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 
while strong safety Stacey Toran, taking NFL 


over for injured Mike Davis, finished third . Name Exp. Birthdate College 
in tackles and had six sacks. Adams, Stefon East Carolina 
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The Raiders are solid at linebacker awit Bate e ach aS Se Ue ede 
with a veteran unit that averages seven Barksdale: Rod ot Brlcail 
‘ 56 Barnes, Je = alifornia 
shadd of uA Branton, Gene 6-5 Texas Southern 
ut there is concern over another vet- Christensen, Todd (Bez Brigham Young 
eran, 37-year-old punter Ray Guy. In 1986, iDays Brice a ae onncele 
. a avis, James = outhern University 
Guy averaged 40.2 yards a kick, the sec Davis, Mike 6-3 Calorade, 
ond lowest mark in his 14-year career. To Franks, Elvis 6-4 Morgan State 
protect themselves, the Raiders signed a ae pe pees State — 
F uy, Ray = outhern Mississippi 
former USFL all-star Stan Talley. Hannah, Charley 6-5 Alabama, 
jaWwKInNS, Fran ~ evada-Keno 
1987 SCHEDULE paves Sree eS ee perl 
1 a jaynes, Mike = rizona State 
Se OLDETROIT a pa Hester, Jessie 5-11 Florida State 
Sept.27—at Houston .. 12:00 Hilger, Rusty 6- Oklahoma State 
Oct. 1:00 Horton, Ethan 6- North Carolina 
Oct 7:00 tJensen, Derrick 6- Texas-Arlington 
Oct. 18—SAN DIEGO 1:00 Jones, Sean 6- Northeastern 


Washington (Mo.) 
Louisiana Tech 
Syracuse 
Oklahoma 
Colorado State 
Florida A&M 
Nebraska 
Stanford 


Oct. 25—SEATTLE.... 1:00 Jordan, Shelby 
Nov. 1:00 Junkin, Trey 
Nov. 12:00 Kimmel, Jamie 
Nov. 5:00 King, Kenny 
Nov. 1:00 et aly 

4 awrence, Henry 
Dee, a 51 Lewis, Bill 
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Dec. 13—at Kansas City 3:00 Lofton, James t 
Dec. 20—CLEVELAND... 1:00 75 Long, Howie c Villanova 
Dec. 27—CHICAGO 11 Luther, Ed - San Jose State 
, 2 Hae ow - Vasaeren . 
jartin, Rod - 1 outhern California 
1986 RESULTS—(8-8) 65 Marvin, Mickey - 1 Tennessee 
Raiders Opp. Att. Mathison, Bruce - Nebraska 
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36 Denver... 38 (A) 75,695 34 McCallum, Napoleon - Navy 
6 Washington... 10 (A) 55,235 McCloskey, Mike - Penn State 
9 NY. Giants... . 14 (H) 71,164 McElroy, Vann _ - Baylor 
17 San Diego.. « 13 (AH) 63;153: McKenzie, Reggie = Tennessee 
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24 Kansas City... . 17 (A) 74,430 McKinney, Odis 2 9 Colorado 
14 Seattle.. . 10 (H) 70,635 Millen, Matt pe 8 Penn State 
30 Miani..... .. 28 (A) 53,421 Miraldi, Dean -5 4 Utah 
28 Houston 17 (A) 41,641 Moffett, Tim ae 3 Mississippi 
10 Denver .. 21 (H) 90,153 tMosebar, Don -6 5 Southern California 
17 Dallas... .. 13 (A) 61,706 Mueller, Vance -0 2 Occidental 
27 Cleveland... . 14 (H) 65,461 Parker, Andy Fig} 4 Utah | 
37 San Diego ( .. 31 (A) 56,031 Pattison, Mark 6-2 2 Washington 
27 Philadelphia (OT).. . 33 (H) 53,338 Pickel, Bill 6-5 5 Rutgers 
0 Seattle.......... .. 37 (A) 62,923 tPlunkett, Jim 6-2 7 Stanford 
17 Kansas City... .. 20 (H) 60,952 Riehm, Chris 6-6 2 Ohio State 
24 Indianapolis 30 (H) 41,349 Robinson, Jerry 6-2 9 UCLA 2 
eee Rusty 28 2 South Caroll aah 
eale, Sam - 4 Western State (Colo. 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES Smith, Byron 6-5 3 California 
Round and Player Position College Strachan, Steve 6-1 3 Boston College 
1. CLAY, John T Missouri Taylor, Malcolm 6-6 4 Tennessee State 
2. Choice to N.Y. Jets Toran, Stacey 6-2 4 Notre Dame 
2. WILKERSON, Bruce T Tennessee tTownsend, Greg 6-3 5 Texas Christian 
from Washington Walker, Fulton 5-1 7 West Virginia 
3. Choice to Green Bay Washington, Lionel 6-0 5 Tulane 
3. SMITH, Steve RB Penn State Washington, Ronnie 6-1 2 Northeast Louisiana 
from Washington through New England Wheeler, Dwight 6-3 7 Tennessee State 
4. Choice to New England Williams, Dokie 5-1 5 
4. BEUERLEIN, Steve QB Notre Dame Willis, Mitch 6-8 3 Southern Methodist 
from Chicago 6 Wilson, Marc 6-6 8 Brigham Young 
5. Choice to St. Louis Wilson, Wayne 6-3 9 Shepherd 
6. Choice to Chicago 90 Wise, Mike 6-6 2 Cal-Davis 
7. JACKSON, Bo RB Auburn *Branton last active with Buccaneers in ‘83 and missed ‘86 season with Raiders due to injury; M. 
8. Choice to Buffalo 5 Davis and Russell missed ‘86 season due to injury; Goff last active with Falcons in ‘85; Horton last active 
9. ECCLES, Scott TE E. New Mexico with Chiefs in ‘85; K. King last active with Raiders in ‘85; Lofton played 15 games with Packers in ‘86; 
10. HARRISON, Rob DB Sacramento St. Luther active for 10 games with Colts in ‘86 but did not play; Mathison played 2 games with Chargers in 
from Buffalo ‘86; McCloskey last active with Oilers in ’85; Miraldi last active with Broncos in ‘85; Pattison played 1 
10. GESEK, John G Sacramento St. game with Rams and 2 games with Raiders in ‘86; Smith last active with Colts in ‘85; Taylor played 3 


10. ELLIS, Jim . LB_ Boise State games with Oilers in ‘86; L. Washington played 16 games with Cardinals in ‘86; R. Washington last active 
from San Francisco through Buffalo with Falcons in ‘85; Wheeler last active with Raiders in ‘84; W. Wilson played 7 games with Vikings, 5 
11. McLEMORE, Chris RB Arizona with Saints in ‘86. 
from Philadelphia thru San Francisco _ +Option playout; subject to developments. 
11. PERRY, Mario _ TE Mississippi Also played with Raiders in ‘86—TE Earl Cooper (5 games). 
12. Choice to N.Y. Giants 
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The offensive-minded Chargers 
are slowly remodeling their image 


By CHRIS COBBS 


eams don’t change their iden- 

tities in one year or even two, 

but by the end of the decade, 

football fans may have trouble 

recognizing the San Diego 
Chargers. 

The outfit that made its name throwing 
the ball and trying to outscore the other 
side is getting a total overhaul. 

By the time new Coach Al Saunders is 
finished, the Chargers are going to be a 
far more traditional team, built on the 
bedrock of defense. The old offensive 
scheme, designed by Don Coryell and en- 
ergized by Dan Fouts, generated a lot of 
touchdowns and sold a lot of tickets, but 
ultimately left the Chargers short of the 
Super Bowl. 

The shift began a year ago with the 
hiring of a new defensive coordinator, 
Ron Lynn, the drafting of a brilliant young 
defensive end, Leslie O’Neal, and the mid- 
season Saunders-for-Coryell coaching 
change. 

The Chargers produced a team-record 
62 sacks, and O’Neal was named the Na- 
tional Football League’s No. 1 rookie de- 
fensive player of 1986 by the Associated 
Press—despite a late-season knee injury 
that may keep him out for most or all of 
1987. 

The Chargers continued their quest for 
a dominant defense by swapping first- and 
second-round draft choices with Cleve- 
land and, in the process, obtaining veter- 
an Browns linebacker Chip Banks, who 
has been selected for the Pro Bowl in four 
of his five NFL seasons. 

San Diego entered the draft with de- 
signs on linebacker Cornelius Bennett, 
who wound up in Indianapolis, but Char- 
ger coaches rated Banks as the No. | line- 
backer in the NFL for the team’s needs. 

“We're ecstatic,” said Lynn, architect 
of San Diego’s aggressive new defense. 
“He can rush the passer. He can cover 
receivers in the short zones. He’s the pro- 
totype outside linebacker. If you could 
pattern a guy for the position, Chip is the 
guy you would want.” 

Banks joins fifth-year player Billy Ray 
Smith to give the Chargers a pair of ex- 
ceptional outside linebackers. The flanks 
of the defensive line also are well manned 
with Lee Williams, who had 15 sacks last 
year, and O’Neal, who had 12.5 before 
going down in the 13th week of the sea- 
son. 

The inside positions, both at linebacker 
and up front, are several grades lower in 
quality. 

Thomas Benson, obtained from Atlan- 
ta, was a pleasant surprise at inside line- 
backer last year, making 90 tackles and 
five sacks. The other starter was Gary 
Plummer, who had played for Lynn in the 
United States Football League. 

The Chargers appeared more con- 


- 


Leslie O’Neal helped give San 
Diego a defensive transfusion. 
[a 


cerned about buttressing the defensive 
line through the draft, taking Louisiana 
State’s Karl Wilson in the third round. 
They were hoping veteran Earl Wilson 
would keep his weight under control and 
second-year man Terry Unrein would re- 
cover from knee problems. The only inte- 
rior lineman with no question marks is 
journeyman Chuck Ehin. 

The secondary, which Lynn coaches in 
addition to his role as defensive coordina- 
tor, hasn’t reached playoff quality yet, but 
important additions are being made. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Wes Chandler, Trumaine Johnson. 
TE—Kellen Winslow. 
T—Jim Lachey, Gary Kowalski. 
G—Sam Claphan, Dennis McKnight. 
C—Don Macek. 
QB—Dan Fouts. 
RB—Gary Anderson. 
FB—Tim Spencer. 
DEFENSE 
E—Lee Williams, Karl Wilson (R). 
NT—Terry Unrein. 
OLB—Billy Ray Smith, Chip Banks. 
ILB—Thomas Benson, Gary Plummer. 
CB—Danny Walters, John Hendy 
S—dJeff Dale, Vencie Glenn. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—R. Benirschke. P—R. Mojsiejenko. 
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The Chargers drafted Southern Califor- 
nia’s Louis Brock, son of the baseball Hall 
of Famer, and North Carolina State’s Nel- 
son Jones to provide a blend of speed and 
size at cornerback. The rookies will chal- 
lenge veterans Danny Walters, who is 
coming off an Achilles tendon injury, and 
John Hendy, who missed the 1986 season 
because of an assortment of injuries. 

Jeff Dale, Vencie Glenn and Gill Byrd 
provide stability at safety. Byrd led the 
team with five interceptions, while Dale 
finished second on the team in tackles 
and interceptions. 

While emphasizing defense, the Char- 
gers also are paying attention to special 
teams, hiring a new coach, Wayne Sevier, 
from the Washington Redskins. 

He is one of four new faces on 
Saunders’ staff, joining quarterback coach 
Roger Theder, running-back coach Bobby 
Jackson and receiver coach Charlie Join- 
er, the longtime San Diego standout who 
retired after last season as the NFL’s all- 
time leader in receptions and receiving 
yardage. The Chargers presented Joiner 
with a promising young receiver by draft- 
ing Texas A&M tight end Rod Bernstine, 
considered one of the top prospects at the 
position since Kellen Winslow and Ozzie 
Newsome emerged from the collegiate 
ranks almost a decade ago. 

There were some raised eyebrows on 
draft day because the Chargers had 
talked of selecting a running back, such as 
Auburn’s Brent Fullwood. Saunders had 
repeatedly stressed the need to imple- 
ment a more controlled offensive style as 
a way of extending the usefulness of Fouts 
and keeping the defense off the field. 

The trade with Cleveland, dropping the 
Chargers from the fifth draft position in 
the opening round to 24th, dashed any 
hopes of getting a back of Fullwood’s stat- 
ure. Old habits die hard anyway, and the 
Chargers couldn’t pass up Bernstine, who 
joins a tight end corps that includes Wins- 
low, Eric Sievers and Pete Holohan. Wins- 
low, written off by some after a severe 
1984 knee injury, returned to prominence 
last year with 64 receptions, 45 of them in 
the last nine games. 

Other targets for Fouts, who turned 36 
years old this year, are veterans Wes 
Chandler and Trumaine Johnson. There 
isn’t a lot of speed, unless you add swing- 
men Gary Anderson and Lionel James, 
whom the Chargers employ both as re- 
ceivers and runners. 

The burden of supplying a running 
game rests with Tim Spencer, Buford 
McGee and Curtis Adams. 

The Chargers have a capable backup 
to Fouts in Mark Herrmann, and they se- 
lected a quarterback, Iowa’s Mark Vlasic, 
in the fourth round of the draft. Vlasic was 
the collegiate understudy to Chuck Long, 
and he probably will have to wait a couple 
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of years for a chance to start in San 
Diego. 

The offensive line is anchored by third- 
year pro Jim Lachey, whom the Chargers 
expect to develop into an all-star tackle 
this year. James FitzPatrick, a disappoint- 
ment as a first-round pick a year ago, has 
added muscle and may challenge for a 
line job. Sam Claphan and Dennis 
McKnight return at the guard slots, and 
12-year veteran Don Macek is the center. 

Rolf Benirschke, entering his 10th pro 
season, and Ralf Mojsiejenko handle the 
placekicking and punting duties, respec- 
tively. 

San Diego is a team that probably isn’t 
as bad as last year’s 4-12 record would in- 
dicate, but one that isn’t ready to chal- 
lenge the American Conference West 
powers until the defense has another year 
to grow and mature. And not long after 
that, there probably won’t be many ves- 
tiges of Air Coryell around in San Diego. 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—at Kansas City 
Sept.20—ST. LOUIS. 
Sept.27—SEATTLE.. 
Oct. 4—at Cincinnati... 
Oct. 11—at Tampa Bay 
Oct. 18—at Los Angeles 
Oct. 25—KANSAS CITY.. 
Nov. 1—CLEVELAND.. 
Nov. 8—at Indianapolis ... 
Nov. 15—LOS ANGELES RAIDERS. on 
Nov. 22—at Seattle .......... .. 1:00 
Nov. 29—DENVER .... aa 

Dec. 6—at Houston. 
Dec. 13—PITTSBURGH 
Dec. 20—INDIANAPOLIS 
Dec. 27—at Denver 


1986 RESULTS— (4-12) 


Chargers Opp. Att. 
50 Miami 28 (H) 57,726 
7 (N.Y. Giants... 20 (A) 74,921 


27 Washington.. 
13 L.A. Raiders. 


7 Seattle... 33 (A) 63,287 

14 Denver...... 31 (H) 55,662 

41 Kansas City.. 42 (A) 55,767 

7 Philadelphia.. 23 (A) 41,469 

23 Kansas City.. 24 (H) 44,518 

9 Denver...... 3 (A) 75,019 

21 Dallas... 24 (H) 55,622 

31 L.A. Rai 37 (H) 56,031 

17 Indianapolis 3 (A) 47,950 

27 Houston 0 (H) 40,103 

24 Seattle 34 (H) 47,096 

17 Clevelan 47 (A) 68,505 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 

Round and Player Position College 

1. Choice to Cleveland 

1. BERNSTINE, Rod TE Texas A&M 
from Cleveland 

2. Choice to Cleveland 

2. BROCK, Louis DB Southern Cal 
from Cleveland 

3, WILSON, Karl DE Louisiana St. 

4. VLASIC, Mark QB Iowa 

5. JONES, Nelson DB N.C. State 
from Green Bay 

5. Choice to New England 

6. Choice to Tampa Bay 
through Atlanta and San Diego 

7. HOLLAND, Jamie WR_ Ohio State 

8. MacESKER, Joe T Texas-El Paso 

8. BROWN, Ron LB Southern Cal 


from Philadelphia 
9. WILCHER, Thomas RB Michigan 
10. ANDERSON, Anthony DB Grambling 
11. GOEBEL, Joe C UCLA 
12. GREENWOOD, Marcus RB UCLA 


| 


ne 


San Diego Chargers wide receiver Wes Chandler. 
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NFL 
Exp. Birthdate 
2 


No. Name 

42 Adams, Curtis 

56 Allert, Ty 

40 Anderson, Gary 
Banks, Chip 
Benirschke, Rolf 
tBenson, Thomas 
Byrd, Gill 
Chandler, Wes 
Claphan, Sam 
Dale, Jeffrey 
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College 
Central Michigan 
Texas 
Arkansas 
Southern California 
Cal-Davis 
Oklahoma 
San Jose State 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Louisiana State 


Dallafior, Ken 
Davis, Wayne 
DiGiacomo, Curt 
tEhin, Chuck 
FitzPatrick, James 
Flick, Tom 
Fouts, Dan 
Glenn, Vencie 
Hardison, Dee 
Hawkins, Andy 
Hayes, Jeff 
Hendy, John 

9 tHerrmann, Mark 
Holohan, Pete 
Hunter, Daniel 
Jackson, Jeff 
James, Lionel 
Johnson, Trumaine 
Kowalski, Gary 
Lachey, Jim 
tLeonard, Jim 
Lowe, Woodrow 
tMacek, Don 
tMcGee, Buford 
tMcKnight, Dennis 
Middleton, Frank 
Mojsiejenko, Ralf 
Moore, Mack 
Nelson, Derrie 
O'Neal, Leslie 
Plummer, Gary 
Prokop, Joe 
Sievers, Eric 


Minnesota 
Indiana State 
Arizona 

Brigham Youn 
Southern California 
Washington 
Oregon 

Indiana State 
North Carolina 
Texas A&I 
North Carolina 
Long Beach State 
Purdue 

Notre Dame 
Henderson State 
Auburn 

Auburn 
Grambling State 
Boston College 
Ohio State 
Santa Clara 
Alabama 

Boston College 
Mississippi 

Drake 

Florida A&M 
Michigan State 
Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
California 

Cal Poly-Pomona 
Maryland 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Nebraska 

West Georgia 
Ohio State 
Illinois 

California 
Oregon State 
Kansas 

Colorado State 
Memphis State 
Arkansas 
Southern California 
Texas Tech 
Bethune-Cookman 
Kentucky 
Missouri 
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Simmons, Tony 
tSmith, Billy Ray 
Smith, Tim 

Snipes, Angelo 
Spencer, Tim 
Squirek, Jack 
Sullivan, John 

Taylor, Ken 
Thompson, Broderick 
Unrein, Terry 
Walker, Jeff 
Walters, Danny 
Ware, Timmie 
Watts, Ted 

Williams, Lee 
TWilson, Earl 
Winslow, Kellen 
Winter, Blaise Syracuse 
Wyatt, Kevin Arkansas 


op Banks played 16 games with Browns in ‘86; Glenn played 4 games with Patriots, 12 with Chargers 
in ‘86; Hayes played 16 games with Bengals in ‘86; Hendy was active for 4 games in ‘86 but did not play; 
Hunter played 10 games with Broncos, 5 with Chargers in ‘86; Jackson last active with Falcons in ‘85; 
Middleton last active with Colts in ‘85; Moore played 7 games with Dolphins, 3 with Chargers in ‘86; 
Prokop last active with Packers in ‘85; Simmons missed ’86 season due to injury; T. Smith played 13 
games with Oilers in ‘86; elle played 10 games with Redskins, 6 with Chargers in ‘86; Squirek played 2 
games with Dolphins in ‘86; Sullivan played 6 games with Packers, 9 with Chargers in ‘86; Thompson last 
active with Cowboys in ‘85; Watts last active with Giants in ‘85. 

tOption playout; subject to developments. 

Retired—Charlie Joiner, 18-year wide receiver, 15 games in ‘86. 

Also played with Chargers in ‘86—QB Bruce Mathison (2 games), CB Don Brown (13), LB Mike 
Douglass (7), CB David Martin (4), LB Fred Robinson (10), LB Mark Fellows (1), DE Lester Williams (4). 
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Knox hopes late-season momentum 
will carry over to 1987 campaign 


By JOHN CLAYTON 


efeat had obliterated their 

1986 playoff hopes, but the 

frustrated Seattle Seahawks 

suddenly had a lot more to 

worry about: A bomb threat 
in Cincinnati had delayed their flight 
home. 

While no bomb was found aboard the 
Seahawks’ plane last November 16, the in- 
cident was the crowning blow in the mid- 
season adversity that gripped Coach 
Chuck Knox’s team. 

A team in rapid descent, the Seahawks 
had just suffered a 27-point loss to the 
Bengals, capping a four-game losing 
streak that left them with a 5-6 record—as 
well as demoralized. 

“The good news was that we were able 
to turn around, rally and win the last five 
games,” Knox said. “We are hoping the 
momentum we had at the end of the sea- 
son will carry over to this season.” 

Seattle was dreadful in the final three 
games of the four-game skid—the Sea- 
hawks were outscored, 99-21, by the New 
York Jets, Kansas City Chiefs and Cincin- 
nati—yet finished the year as one of the 
most feared teams in pro football. During 
the final four games, the Seahawks 
averaged nearly 36 points a game and had 
an average victory margin of 22 points. 
And they did this with their inspirational 
leader, strong safety Ken Easley, standing 
on the sidelines on crutches following 
ankle surgery. 

The Seahawks enter the 1987 season 
with momentum and confidence, qualities 
that took a four-week vacation last season 
against American Conference playoff con- 
tenders (untimely losses to whom proved 
decisive when tiebreakers helped sort out 
the playoff field). Early-season momen- 
tum has added importance this year be- 
cause Seattle opens its schedule with five 
AFC games, with the first three against 
division opponents. 

Last year, Knox concentrated on re- 
building the offense. This year, the usually 
steady Seattle defense needed retooling— 
as evidenced by that unit’s No. 22 rating 
among NFL defenses in 1986. 

Attention has focused on the line- 
backers, a paranoid group that escaped 
major renovation during Knox’s first four 
years as Seattle coach. All last season, 
veteran Seahawks linebackers had the 
feeling Knox was out to replace them. 
Knox did little to dispel that notion last 
April when Seattle made Pittsburgh line- 
backer Tony Woods, an aggressive 240- 
pounder, its No. 1 pick in the draft. 

Woods appears a lock to start at right 
outside linebacker. Second-round pick 
Dave Wyman (Stanford) should press 10- 
year veteran Keith Butler for an inside- 
linebacker job. 

“I’ve been reminded several times dur- 
ing the off-season that we finished 22nd on 


Defensive end Jacob Green mus- 
cled his way to a Pro Bowl invita- 
tion last season. 
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defense,” said Tom Catlin, a talented de- 
fensive coordinator whose scheme hid tal- 
ent weaknesses for years. 

Catlin’s defense had been neglected for 
a couple years while Seahawks manage- 
ment concentrated on offensive change. 
That put too much pressure on the team’s 
stars. The hard-working defensive line of 
Jeff Bryant, Joe Nash and Jacob Green 
learned it couldn't overpower offensive 
lines by itself. 

Bryant and Nash had off years because 
of leg injuries. Green, despite additional 
blocking burdens, recorded 12 sacks and 
earned his first Pro Bowl invitation. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Daryl Turner, Steve Largent. 
TE—Mike Tice. 
T—Ron Mattes, Mike Wilson. 
G—Edwin Bailey, Bryan Millard. 
C—Blair Bush. 
QB—Dave Krieg. 
HB—Curt Warner. 
FB—John L. Williams. 
DEFENSE 
E—Jacob Green, Jeff Bryant. 
NT—Joe Nash. 
OLB—Bruce Scholtz, Tony Woods (R). 
ILB—Fredd Young, Keith Butler. 
CB—Terry Taylor, Dave Brown. 
S—Kenny Easley, Eugene Robinson. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Norm Johnson. P—Vince Gamache. 


Inside linebacker Fredd Young, who 
earned a Pro Bowl spot, showed some 
skill rushing the quarterback as Catlin ex- 
perimented with some late-season blitzing 
in '86. 

A better pass rush undoubtedly will 
help the secondary. So will the return of 
Easley, whose free-hitting style has been 
limited by ankle problems for two sea- 
sons. Surgery showed that a rare type of 
bone spur had been bothering Easley. 
That spur was scraped, and Easley en- 
tered camp without a limp for the first 
time in three years. 

Easley’s less-than-100-percent efficien- 
cy had a domino effect on the pass de- 
fense. Cornerback Terry Taylor, a tal- 
ented cover man, grew inconsistent as the 
season progressed. Easley usually 
coaches and inspires Taylor on the field, 
but he was unable to do so while battling 
injuries. 

Eugene Robinson, who replaced veter- 
an free safety John Harris, lacked the ex- 
perience to fill holes in double coverage 
or make the proper adjustment calls. His 
inability to help in some situations ex- 
posed cornerback Dave Brown, now 34 
years old, to quicker receivers. And 
Brown had trouble on deep routes. 

Brown faces a stiff challenge from Pat- 
rick Hunter, a second-year cornerback 
who shows exceptional ability to cover 
the pass and is a solid hitter on run sup- 
port. 

On offense, the only question mark is 
quarterback Dave Krieg, who lives with 
the constant fear that he might be re- 
placed. 

After the '86 season, Seahawks manage- 
ment was careful to give Krieg a vote of 
confidence. Statistically, Krieg rated be- 
hind only Dan Marino in the AFC, com- 
pleting 60 percent of his passes, throwing 
for 21 touchdowns and yielding only 11 in- 
terceptions. 

During the final five weeks, Krieg was 
almost defiant in the way he ran the of- 
fense. If Knox didn’t like the decisions, 
Krieg shrugged off criticism and attacked 
on the next play. 

Halfback Curt Warner led the AFC last 
season with 1,481 rushing yards. His run- 
ning mate, fullback John L. Williams, ran 
for 538 yards as a rookie and showed vast 
potential. 

The right side of the line has become 
the strength of the running attack. Guard 
Bryan Millard and tackle Mike Wilson so- 
lidified that side, while 290-pound tackle 
Ron Mattes and guard Edwin Bailey 
learned to work well together on the left 
side. 

Blair Bush was having a standout sea- 
son at center before being felled by a 
knee injury. If he can’t go full-bore, the job 
would go to veteran Will Grant or second- 
year man Stan Eisenhooth, a 280-pounder. 


Continued 
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Steve Largent likely will become the 
NFL's all-time leader in receptions and 
pass-receiving yardage in 1987. However, 
Byron Franklin, whose 33 catches last 
year ranked second among Seattle wide 
receivers (to Largent’s 70), is out for the 
season because of a knee injury. Daryl 
Turner, entering his fourth NFL season, 
has learned only one pass route—the “go” 
pattern—and inconsistency jeopardizes 
his spot on the team. 

Ray Butler and Paul Skansi provide sta- 
ble threats in the four-receiver offense. 
And the Seahawks also have two capable 
tight ends in Mike Tice and Gordon Hud- 
son. 

Norm Johnson and Vince Gamache 
head up the kicking game. Johnson boot- 


oN 


A ed a 54-yard field goal last year and also oo 5 
was successful on three 53-yard kicks. Ga- 5 
4 mache averaged only 38.6 yards per punt Seattle Seahawks running back Curt Warner. 
but managed a 33-yard net average. 
For the Seahawks, 1987 will be a classic 1987 VETERAN ROSTER 
case of trying to pick up where they left L 
Pf off. Hl . Name Pos. fe é . Birthdate College 
47 Anderson, Eddie S 6-1 199 2 7-22-63 Fort Valley State 5 
==] __1987 SCHEDULE iia, «6 4 HS 2 Bibs gemtecemsies 
orchardt, Jon a -13- ontana State ! 
Sept.13—at Denver... 2:00 22 Brown, Dave CB 6-1 197 13 1-16-53 Michigan 16 
Sept.20—KANSAS CI 1:00 77 Bryant, Jeff DE 6-5 272 5-22-60 Clemson 12 
Sept.27—at San Diego... 1:00 59 Bush, Blair C 6-3 272 10 11-25-56 Washington 7 
Oct. 4—MIAML....... 1:00 53 Butler, Keith LB 6-4 238 10 5-16-56 Memphis State 16 
WW Oct. 11—CINCINNATI.. 1:00 83 Butler, Ray WR 6-3 203 8 6-28-57 Southern California 16 
Oct. 18—at Detroit........ 1:00 45 Easley, Kenny S 6-3 206 7 1515-59 A 10 
ey Oct. 25—at Los Angeles Raiders. 1:00 30 Edmonds, BobbyJoe RB 5-11 186 2 9-26-64 Arkansas 15 
Nov. 1—MINNESOTA ....ccsssssssssee . 1:00 ee pears. Randy BE Pie ae 4 Series Atal Pe “ 
Nov. 9—at New York Jets (Mon.) . 9:00 ssink, Kon ie 720- rand Valley state 
Nov. 15—GREEN BAY........... . 1:00 97 Feasel, Grant C 6-7 280 3 6-28-60 Abilene Christian #0 
ial Note 73 SAN DIEGO ...sssses .. 1:00 88 Franklin, Byron WR 6-1 183 6 9- 4-58 Auburn 14 
Nov. 30—L.A. RAIDERS (Mon.) . 6:00 56 tGaines, Greg LB 6-3 222 6 10-16-58 Tennessee 16 
mull Dec. 6—at Pittsburgh........... » 1:00 2 Gamache, Vince P 5-11 176 2 11-18-61 Fullerton State 16 
fies ieee reroll eee 52 qerant, Wil *S G3 268 10 "5 7-84 Kemucky ¢ 
Dec. 20—at Chicago... H rant, Wi iz = entuc 
Dec. 27—at Kansas City 79 Green, Jacob DE 6-3 252 8 1-21-57 Texas A&M 16 
fie 84 +Greene, Danny WR 5-11 197 2 12-26-61 Washington 20 
85 Hudson, Gordon TE 6-4 241 2 6-22-62 Brigham Young 16 
¢ 1986 RESULTS—( 10-6) 23 Hunter, Patrick CB 5-11 185 2 10-24-64 Nevada-Reno 16 
Seahawks Opp. Att. 27 Johnson, Greggory S 6-1 197 5 10-20-58 Oklahoma State 15 
30 Pittsburgh 0 (H) 61,464 9 tJohnson, Norm K 6-2 194 6 5-31-60 UCLA 16 
A 23 Kansas City... . 17 (H) 61,068 26 Justin, Kerry CB 5-11 175 7  5- 3-55 Oregon State 16 
38 New England......ccssccscssesessees 31 (A) 58,977 54 +Kaiser, John LB 6-3 227 4 = 6- 6-62 Arizona 16 
Pay 14 Washington .......ssessecssesssseneesee 19 (A) 54,157 62 tKauahi, Kani C* 16-2) 254) 16 9- 6-59 Hawaii 16 
33 PSAMN DIEGO ssc scayvsessscon scovsdaapsorace 7 (H) 63,287 Kemp, Jeff QB 6-0 201 7 7-11-59 Dartmouth *10 
LO) LA; RAlders:..ssssscesscssssossosseveves 14 (A) 70,635 63 Kinlaw, Reggie NT 6-2 249 8 1- 9-57 Oklahoma 14 
Tabane. 20 (a) 76,089 37 thane erie RB 60 201 7 “1-659. BrighamY iB 
/ ane, Eric = - 6- righam Young 
27 (A) $3,260 70 Mattes: Ron wt be 306 2 883 Vir ie 
, lattes, Ron Ss irginia 
34 (A) 54,410 McGregor, Keli TE 6-6 250 2 1-23-63 Colorado State 20 
20 (H) 55,786 51 Merriman, Sam LB 6-3 232 5 5- 5-61 Idaho 16 
14 (A) 58,023 71 Millard, Bryan G 6-5 284 4 12- 2-60 Texas 16 
As 0 (H) 62,923 61 Mitz, Alonzo DES 6-30 227309 2 6- 5-63 Florida 6 
4 See 20) SS | Bieemet eo ge 3 ae eee i 
enver r a oyer, Pau a -26- rizona State : 
72 tNash, Joe NT 6-2 257 6 10-11-60 Boston College 16 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 41 tRotinson,Eugene «SD BGS TS be5 Gowmete 16 
Round and Player Position College 8 Salisbury, Sean QB 6-5 215 2 3- 9-63 Southern California *0 
1. WOODS, Tony LB Pittsburgh 58 Scholtz, Bruce LB 6-6 244 6 9-26-58 Texas 16 
2. WYMAN, Dave LB Stanford 74 Singer, Curt T 65 279 2 11- 4-64 Tennessee il 
3. Choice to Cincinnati 82 +Skansi, Paul WR 5-11 183 5 1-11-61 Washington 16 
siieeriemme = RB Mee | Tae” BO elie 
Y , Tommie uburn ice, Mike - 2- larylan 
from Detroit : 81 Turner, Daryl WR 6-3 194 4 12-15-61 Michigan State 15: 
5. RODRIGUEZ, Ruben P Arizona 89 Walker, Byron WR 6-4 188 5 7-28-60 The Citadel 1 
6. Choice to Philadelphia ~. 28 Warner, Curt RB 5-11 204 4 3-18-61 Penn State 16 
eal 7. BARBAY, Roland NT Louisiana St. 32 Williams, John L. FB 5-11 226 2 11-23-64 Florida 16 
wo” from Minnesota 75 tWilson, Mike T 6-5 280 10 5-28-55 Georgia 16 
wi 7. TENNELL, Derek TE UCLA 50 Young, Fredd LB 6-1 233 4 11-14-61 New Mexico State 15 
= 3 SCR nA i exas-El Paso *Essink and Greene missed “86 season due to injury; Feasel active for 1 game with Vikings in ‘86 but 
10. CLARK. Louis” WR Mississi ist did not play; Kemp played 10 games with 49ers in ‘86; McGregor last active with Colts in ‘85; Otto played 
11. OLIVER Dar RB Miami (Pia rt 4 games with Cowboys in ‘86; Salisbury active for 7 games in ‘86 but did not play. 
oO 12° DOVE Wes. ry DE Sye ! — tOption playout; subject to developments. 
LL esattcie Gracia yracus Retired—Michael Jackson, 8-year linebacker, 16 games in ‘86. 
a) 12. BURSE, To ta y RB Middle Tenn. St. Also played with Seahawks in ‘86—T Bob Cryder (1 game), C Glenn Hyde (3), TE Jim Laughton (6). 
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Determined Chiefs hope to bring 
their offense down to earth 


By RICK GOSSELIN 


or years, the playoff hopes of 

the Kansas City Chiefs resem- 

bled their offense—ground- 

less. This is a team that has 

had only four 1,000-yard rush- 
ers in its 27-year history and none since 
1981. 

That inability to run the football was a 
major factor in the Chiefs’ 14-year ab- 
sence from the playoffs (1972-85). When 
opponents over the years stopped the 
passing of Len Dawson, Mike Livingston 
and Bill Kenney, they stopped the Chiefs. 

Even though Kansas City ended its 
postseason drought last season, when it 
went 10-6 and qualified for a wild-card 
playoff berth, its ground woes remained. 
The Chiefs finished 27th in the league in 
rushing—the fourth consecutive year they 
finished either last or next to last. In 64 
games over that four-year period, they 
managed only one 100-yard rushing per- 
formance, a modest 102-yard effort by 
Mike Pruitt in 1985. 

Pruitt was Kansas City’s leading rusher 
in 1986, when he gained 448 yards on 139 
carries, but 37 other backs rushed for 
more yards. The backfield situation 
reached such depths in Kansas City that 
Lloyd Burruss and Deron Cherry, the 
starting safeties, scored as many touch- 
downs (six) as Pruitt and Boyce Green, 
the starting running backs. 

That dismal running game had been 
former coach John Mackovic’s concern 
for four years. But he couldn’t seem to get 
along with many of his players and assis- 
tant coaches—or the front office, for that 
matter—and he was fired less than two 
weeks after the Chiefs’ 35-15 playoff loss 
to the New York Jets. 

General Manager Jim Schaaf quickly 
replaced Mackovic with popular special 
teams coach Frank Gansz, who made the 
running game his top priority. Gansz se- 
lected Temple halfback Paul Palmer, the 
NCAA's leading rusher, with Kansas City’s 
first pick in the draft last April, then trad- 
ed up in the second round to get Azusa 
Pacific’s 253-pound fullback, Christian 
Okoye, the NAIA’s leading rusher. 

“If they’re the two best players, they’re 
going to play,” Gansz said of Palmer and 
Okoye. “We've been 27th or 28th in the 
league in rushing for the last four years. 
Those days are over.” 

Palmer rushed for 1,866 yards last year 
and finished as the runner-up to Vinny 
Testaverde in the Heisman Trophy ballot- 
ing. Okoye, who came to the United States 
from Nigeria in 1982 and has only played 
football for three years, rushed for 1,680 
yards and 21 touchdowns last season. In 
his first taste of major-college competi- 
tion last January, Okoye set a Senior Bowl 
record by scoring four touchdowns. He 
also runs a 4.46 40-yard dash. 

“We're not kidding ourselves to think 


Safety Deron Cherry led the AFC 
in interceptions and made another 
trip to the Pro Bowl. 

— Eee 


Okoye is necessarily a finished product,” 
said Chiefs Player Personnel Director Les 
Miller. ‘When you take everything into 
consideration—where he’s from, his age 
(26), his lack of experience—then yes, 
he’s a little bit of a project. 

“Is it a risk? Yes. But it’s a risk we are 
certainly willing to take. Very rarely do 
you get a guy with the type of size and 
speed that he has.” 

The Chiefs think the remainder of the 
pieces are in place to compete not only 
for a playoff berth but for a champion- 
ship. 


1987 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 
WR—Stephone Paige, Carlos Carson. 
TE—Jonathan Hayes. 
T—Irv Eatman, David Lutz. 
G—Brian Jozwiak, Mark Adickes. 
C—Rick Donnalley. 
QB—Bill Kenney. 
RB—Paul Palmer (R). 
FB—Christian Okoye (R). 
DEFENSE 
E—Art Still, Mike Bell. 
NT—Bill Maas. 
OLB—Tim Cofield, Todd Howard (R). 
ILB—Dino Hackett, Aaron Pearson. 
CB—Albert Lewis, Kevin Ross. 
S—Lloyd Burruss, Deron Cherry. 
SPECIALISTS 
K—Nick Lowery. P—Lewis Colbert. 
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On defense, nose tackle Bill Maas, Bur- 
russ and Cherry all went to the Pro Bowl 
after the ’86 season and cornerback Al- 
bert Lewis was voted the team’s most val- 
uable player. Kevin Ross had more tack- 
les (93) than any cornerback in the league 
last year and rookie inside linebacker 
Dino Hackett had a team-leading 140 tack- 
les. 

Kansas City ranked eighth in the NFL 
in overall defense and only three other 
AFC teams allowed fewer points. Deron 
Cherry led the AFC with nine intercep- 
tions and the Chiefs’ 31 interceptions were 
the most in the conference. 

“We probably throw the ball as much as 
anyone,"’ said San Diego Coach Al 
Saunders. ‘‘So we test secondaries as 
much as anyone. Kansas City, as a group, 
has the best secondary in the AFC West. 
Those four guys play as well as a unit as 
anybody I’ve ever been around. They 
don’t have a (Mike) Haynes and they 
don’t have an (Kenny) Easley, but they 
play together as well as anybody in the 
league.” 

The defensive line, solid last season 
with Maas, Art Still and Pete Koch, fig- 
ures to be even better with the return of 
end Mike Bell. A two-time Pro Bowl alter- 
nate, Bell missed last season because of a 
federal cocaine conviction. 

“Mike will help with our team attitude, 
our team energy, our team capabilities,” 
Gansz said. “He’ll put everything he has 
into every day. He’s a great team player, 
the kind of guy who epitomizes playing 
football in the National Football League. 
He's excited to be back and I’m excited to 
have him back.” 

The one hole on defense, right outside 
linebacker, could be filled by third-round 
draft pick Todd Howard of Texas A&M. 
Tim Cofield, who played there last year, 
has been switched to the left side, where 
he can lay his 245 pounds on tight ends. 

Kansas City’s special teams blocked 
eight kicks and scored five touchdowns 
last season. Lewis blocked three punts in 
the regular season and a fourth in the 
playoffs that he recovered in the end zone 
for a touchdown. Placekicker Nick 
Lowery converted 19 of 26 field-goal at- 
tempts and all 43 of his extra-point tries 
for his fourth consecutive 100-point sea- 
son. 

The offensive line, comprised of center 
Rick Donnalley, guards Brian Jozwiak 
and Mark Adickes and tackles Irv Eat- 
man and David Lutz, is huge and young. It 
averages 6-5, 288 pounds and 26 years of 
age. 

The Chiefs are also set at wide receiv- 
er, with former Pro Bowler Carlos Carson 
and Stephone Paige, who caught 52 passes 
and scored 11 touchdowns last season. 

The question marks are at quarterback, 
where Kenney, the incumbent, will again 
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compete with Todd Blackledge and Frank 
Seurer, and at tight end, where the Chiefs 
are waiting for third-year man Jonathan 
Hayes to assert himself over Paul Coff- 
man and Walt Arnold. 

The Chiefs, who benefitted from an 
easy schedule last season after finishing 
in last place in ’85, will have a more diffi- 
cult road to travel in '87. Such opponents 
as St. Louis, Buffalo and Tampa Bay have 
been replaced by Miami, Chicago and the 
New York Jets. 

“We have the opportunity to have the 
greatest season the Chiefs have had in a 
long time,” Lewis said. “We have an op- 
portunity to feel something we’ve never 
experienced. But we can’t play great 
against the good teams and lousy against 
the average teams. We don’t have that 
luxury any more. 

“We've got to play our best every week. 
If we do that, I don’t think there’s anyone 
in this league we can’t beat.” Hi 


1987 SCHEDULE 


Sept.13—SAN DIEGO... 
Sept.20—at Seattle . 


Oct. 18—DENVER 
Oct. 25—at San Di 


Nov. 1—at Chicago. 12:00 
Nov. 8—PITTSBURGH... 12:00 
Nov. 15—NEW YORK JET. 12:00 
Nov. 22—GREEN BAY............. 12:00 
Nov. 26—at Detroit (Thanksgiving 12:30 
Dec. 6—at Cincinnati... 1:00 
Dec. 13—LOS ANGELES RAIDERS... 3:00 
Dec. 19—at Denver (Sat.)... 2:00 
Dec. 27—SEATTLE wee 12:00 
1986 RESULTS—( 10-7) 
Chiefs Opp. Att. 
24 Cincinnati. .. 14 (H) 43,430 
17 Seattle. 23 (A) 61,668 
27 Houston 13 (H) 43,699 
20 Buffalo..... 17 (A) 67,555 
17 L.A. Raiders. 24 (H) 74,430 
7 Cleveland.. 20 (A) 71,278 
42 San Diego. 41 (H) 55,767 
27 Tampa Bay... 20 (H) 36,230 
24 San Diego. 23 (A) 44,518 
27 Seattle. 7 (H) 53,268 
17 Denver.. 38 (A) 75,745 
14 St. Louis... 23 (A) 29,680 
14 Buffalo. 17 (H) 31,492 
37 Denver.. 10 (H) 47,019 
20 L.A. Rai 17 (A) 60,952 
24 Pittsburgh... 19 (A) 47,150 
AFC WILD CARD GAME 
RS! NY, det 625 i55 sAenesacscraceorsces 35 (A) 69,307 
1987 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 


i 


. PALMER, Paul 
2. OKOYE, Christian 
from Houston 


RB Temple 
RB Azusa Pacific 


Kansas City Chiefs nose tackle Bill Maas 
1987 VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name 

61 Adickes, Mark 
76 Alt, John 

87 Arnold, Walt 
91 Baldinger, Gary 
77 Baldinger, Rich 
58 Baugh, Tom 

99 Bell, Mike 


14 +Blackledge, Todd 


71 Budde, Brad 

34 Burruss, Lloyd 
88 Carson, Carlos 
20 Cherry, Deron 


22 +Cocroft, Sherman 


84 Coffman, Paul 
54 Cofield, Tim 

5 Colbert, Lewis 
55 Cooper, Louis 
51 Donnalley, Rick 
75 Eatman, Irv 
80 Fox, Chas 
40 +tGreen, Boyce 
98 Griffin, Leonard 
56 Hackett, Dino 


82 tHancock, Anthon' 


92 Harris, Bob 

86 Harry, Emile 

85 Hayes, Jonathan 

44 Heard, Herman 

23 THill, Greg 

93 tHolle, Eric 

73 Jozwiak, Brian 

9 Kenney, Bill 

74 tKoch, Pete 

70 Lathrop, Kit 

29 Lewis, Albert 

8 Lowery, Nick 

72 Lutz, David 

63 Maas, Bill 

89 Marshall, Henry 

94 +McAlister, Ken 

32 Moriarty, Larry 
Paige, Stephone 
Pearson, Aaron 
Pearson, J.C. 
Pruitt, Mike 
Rackley, David 
tRadecic, Scott 
tRobinson, Mark 
Ross, Kevin 
Rourke, Jim 


LB 
y WR/KR 
LB 


NFL 


Pos. . Wt. Exp. Birthdate 
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College 
Baylor 
Towa 
New Mexico 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 
Southern Illinois 
Colorado State 
Penn State 
Southern California 
Maryland 
Louisiana State 
Rutgers 
San Jose State 
Kansas State 
Elizabeth City State 
Auburn 
Western Carolina 
North Carolina 


Furman 

Carson Newman 
Grambling 
Appalachian State 
Tennessee 

Auburn 

Stanford 

Towa 

Southern Colorado 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

West Virginia 
Northern Colorado 
Maryland 

Arizona State 
Grambling 


Dartmouth 


Georgia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Missouri 

San Francisco 
Notre Dame 
Fresno State 
Mississippi State 
Washington 
Purdue 

Texas Southern 
Penn State 
Penn State 
Temple 

Boston College 


2. Choice to Houston Schubert, Eric Pittsburgh 
3. HOWARD, Todd LB Texas A&M Seurer, Frank Kansas 
4. Choice to Houston Smith, Jeff Nebraska 
5. TAYLOR, Kitrick WR_ Washington St. tSpani, Gary Kansas State 
from Minnesota through Miami Still, Art Kentucky 
ws 5. Choice to Miami Stroth, Vince Brigham Young 
6. Choice to Houston 3 “Bell missed ‘86 season due to suspension; Fox played 4 games with Cardinals in ‘86; Harris last 
wi if reas: Bova: QB Nicholls State aye wth in daa er Monarty payed 5 games eu Oilers, a0: hs Chiefs in ‘86; Rackley last 
‘i i iami active with Saints in ‘85; Schubert pla s with inals in ‘86; ive wi it 
= ng CLEMONS, Michael RB William & Mary ais. played 5 games wi ardinals in troth last active with 49ers in 
rom New England tOption playout; subject to developments. 
(o) nee SS ed Be eatrens ; ay Cena tie pets a een, sup David active for 1 mate but did i play), RB Bauce Ng 
; , rn U. , m Lingner , T Matt ti i }; i , 
ils 11. RICHARDSON, Craig WR_E. Washington RB Chris Smith ay Se ay ERROR BE OL Pa AL EU ney Cane 
C9) 12. HOLMES, Bruce LB Minnesota 
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The Sporting 


When it comes to football, no sports- 
weekly hits harder than The Sporting News. 
With exactly the direct, timely and compre- 
hensive coverage you want. 

From the NFL, you’ll get week-by-week 
coverage of each team...recaps and full statis- 
tics of every game...useful statistics for all the 
teams and players...newsmaking stories 
and all the top issues for the 
NEL. ..insightful columns 
from top writers 
... plus 
standings, 
schedules, 
transactions 
and more. 

From 
the colleges, 
you'll get fea- 
tures and news 
updates from 
around the coun- 
try, along with 
scores, stories on 
the big games, top 
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20 rankings and more. 

It’s a fact. You’d have to read dozens of 
magazines and newspapers from around the 
country to get a fraction of the football news 
you receive in one issue of The Sporting News. 

Send now and get 33 issues of 
The Sporting News for $17.99. That's half off 
the normal subscriber rate for season-long 
coverage...the lowest rate available. 


Get All-Out Football Action! 


Yes! Send me 33 issues of The Sporting News 
for $1799. That’s 50% off the regular Sbediption 
rate...the lowest price going for the best football 

news anywhere! 


CO Payment enclosed LC Bill me later 


Name 


State 


p The Sporting News 


Canada add $12 


Mike Bell Is 
Begin Anew 


By RICK GOSSELIN 


ike Bell knows what it’s like to 
val have 80,000 people watching his 
every move on the football field, 
but on November 20, 1985, Bell felt 


like the whole world was watching 


4 him. 
J His day—and his life— 
were interrupted that morn- 
ing at Arrowhead Stadium. 
He and his Kansas City 
Chiefs teammates were 
preparing for team meetings 
when agents from the Drug 
Enforcement Administration and 
the FBI arrested Bell and led him out of 
the stadium in handcuffs. 

Bell had been one of 29 people indicted 
by a federal grand jury on cocaine-related 
charges. He appeared before a U.S. mag- 
istrate that afternoon on two felony 
counts of using a telephone to obtain co- 
caine and one misdemeanor count of at- 
tempted possession of cocaine. He was re- 
leased on bond. 

When he went home that night, there 
was a message to call Chiefs General 
Manager Jim Schaaf. 

“I was still in shock,” Bell said. “I was 
numb. But one of the lawyers told me Jim 
wanted to talk to me, so I called him be- 
fore I left (for his hometown of Wichita, 
where his trial would take place). He told 
me: ‘Tough times never last. Tough peo- 
ple do. You’re going to make it.’ 

“That really sunk in. If you told that to 
someone out on the street, he’d probably 
think it was corny. But it really meant 
something to me. It still sticks in my mind 
to this day.” 

A year and a half later, Mike Bell can 
be counted among the “tough people.” He 
survived his tough times—his trial, con- 
viction, sentencing and prison term. Now, 
the 30-year-old defensive end is back in a 
football uniform, having been reinstated 
to the National Football League by Com- 
missioner Pete Rozelle last March. 

“We all take things for granted,” Bell 
said. ‘When you're a professional athlete, 
you're on top of the world. You don’t real- 
ly appreciate all that you have. But one 
day later it can all be gone. It can be a 


oat fer NE 'y oy eh r _ The return of defensive end Mike 
—ar YY Bell will help bolster the Chiefs’ 
Dp . a ee pass rush. 
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Trying to Pick Up Pieces, 
A fier Release From Prison 


nightmare. 

“This taught me to appreciate every- 
thing that I have, even the little bitty 
things in my life. I lost it all; now I’ve got- 
ten it back. I’m getting a second chance.” 

A week after his arrest, Bell pleaded 
not guilty to the charges. Prosecutors of- 
fered Bell and his twin brother, Mark, 
who also was indicted, three chances to 
plea-bargain. But they refused each time, 
choosing to go to trial on felony charges 
rather than plead no contest to misde- 
meanors. Their trial lasted three days in 
June 1986, and it took the jury less than 
two hours to return guilty verdicts on all 
counts. 

“T really don’t like looking back on it 
too much because it really ticks me off,” 
Bell said. “It was frustrating. There are a 
lot of different things we could have done. 
But the fact is, we did what we thought 
was best at the time, and it’s over. You 
can go through life second-guessing your- 
self. Hindsight is always 20-20.” 


On July 31, 1986, Bell was fined $5,000. 


and sentenced to two one-year prison 
terms to be served concurrently. He 
turned himself over to federal authorities 
August 11 and began serving his sentence 
at a federal prison camp in Duluth, Minn., 
a minimum-security facility with no bars, 
fences or walls. After serving four months 
of his sentence, he was released from 
prison December 10. Like his brother, 
who also did his time in Duluth, Bell re- 
mains on two years’ probation. 

Bell had his freedom, yet his football 
future remained in doubt. He had to wait 
another 314 months before Rozelle gave 
him his professional freedom by reinstat- 
ing him to the Kansas City roster. 

“People say the prison term was four 
months,” Bell said. “Really, my prison 
term began the moment I got indicted— 
the embarrassment, the humiliation, the 
shock of it all. The trial was one of the 
most intense things I’ve ever been 
through. Then standing before a judge 
when he’s going to sentence you. ... That 
was nerve-racking. Then spending four 
months in Duluth. Then waiting on the 
commissioner. It was hard—no question 
about it. It takes a lot of mental toughness 
to make it through all that. 

“When you fight through that type of 
adversity and come out of it, you’re a 
much better person. I feel like I am. I’m 
much smarter, much more educated—al- 
though that education there I wouldn't 


wish on anybody. Thank God it came 
early in my life. 1 am more mature now. 
I’m wiser. I’ve put all that behind me now 
and I’m looking forward.” 

The Chiefs welcomed back Bell, a start- 
er since his rookie season in 1979, with 
open arms. Age still is on his side, and at 
245 pounds, Bell claims to be in the best 
shape of his career. 

“There's a lot of people who thought I'd 
never be back,” Bell said. “There's a lot of 
people who doubt I'll start again, who 
doubt I'll play to my potential again. 
That’s their opinion, and that’s fine. I can’t 
worry about them. I know what I can do, 
how I feel about myself and how I feel 
about my ability. I have confidence in my- 
self. 

“Tt seems like I’ve been training for two 
years now. When this thing was over, I 
went right to the gym because that’s 
where I could get over my anxieties and 
the stress. I lifted (weights) five days a 
week and did a lot of running. When I 
went to Duluth, that’s all we did—work 
out. 

“Every single day, that’s all I think 
about—playing football again. That’s my 
life. I'm obsessed with it. I’m half-burned 
out on working out. I’m ready to play foot- 
ball again.” 

The Chiefs had a superb defense with- 
out Bell last season. Only three American 
Football Conference teams allowed fewer 
points than the Chiefs (326), and only 
seven NFL teams allowed fewer yards. 
Kansas City also qualified for the playoffs 
(as a wild-card entry) for the first time in 
15 seasons with a 10-6 record. 

Pete Koch did a commendable job fill- 
ing in at right end for Bell, registering 81 
tackles and 514 sacks. But the Chiefs will 
make room for Bell in 1987 because he’s 
not your average NFL defensive end. 

Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati’s perennial 
Pro Bowl offensive tackle, can attest to 
that. In a head-to-head meeting in 1983, 
Bell had three sacks in a 20-15 Kansas 
City victory over the Bengals. The follow- 
ing year in a rematch, Bell again had 
three sacks over Munoz in a 27-22 Chiefs 
victory, which earned him AFC Defensive 


Continued 


Mike Bell has learned some hard 
lessons and hopes to put everything 
behind him in 1987. 
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Mike Bell 


Continued 


Player of the Week honors. 

Bell, a consensus All-America at Colora- 
do State, was the second player selected 
in the 1979 draft and has long been a pre- 
mier pass rusher in the NFL. He posted 10 
sacks in 1983, 13.5 sacks in 1984 and was 


selected as a Pro Bowl alternate both of 
those seasons. His 41.5 career sacks rank 
second in franchise history to Art Still’s 
67, 

“I know my football career isn’t going 
to be that long, so I’m not coming back to 
be average,” Bell said. “I’m not satisfied 
just getting back in football or just making 
the Chiefs. It never has been my way and 
it never will be. There are a lot of things I 


still want to accomplish. My goal is to be 
the best—and I’ve never worked harder 
in trying to achieve that goal.” 

The Chiefs ranked 13th in the NFL in 
sacks last season with 44, so they certain- 
ly can use Bell’s pass-rushing skills. But 
Bell gives Kansas City’s defense more 
than just the threat of a sack, He gives 
that defense emotion. 

“Mike has energy, attitude, spirit, cour- 


Barry Word Has Lot to 


By JIMMY SMITH 


ll his life, Barry Word had worn 
Ae: on his back. They were 

the brightly colored numerals of a 
football jersey, such as the number 4 he 
wore as a Star tailback at Virginia. 

Last fall, Word was given a khaki shirt 
with a new number: 01103084. With it 
came a new residence: the Robert F. Ken- 
nedy Federal Correctional! Institution in 
Morgantown, W.Va. 

By that time, Word had surrendered his 
identity as a tailback. He was an inmate. 

“T lost Barry for 4% months,” said 
Word, a third-round draft pick of the New 
Orleans Saints in 1986. “That was awful. 
I'll never let it happen again.” 

What Word had let happen was getting 
involved with cocaine. He ultimately 
pleaded guilty to drug trafficking charges 
and was sentenced to a prison term that 
ended last March. He is hoping to begin 
his National Football League career with 
the Saints this fall. 

Word is proof that even casual drug in- 
volvement can lead to prison. Word said 
that he used the drug only for about three 
months in his junior season at Virginia 
(1984) and that he sold small amounts of 
cocaine as a means of securing the drug 
for his own use. He'd take a little for him- 
self, then distribute the rest to friends. 

“IT would carry up to two ounces from 
one guy to another,” he explained. “And I 
used it for about three months.” 

But in that short time, Word got caught 
up in a large cocaine trafficking ring in 
the Charlottesville, Va., area. His name 
was uncovered in the aftermath of a drug 
bust in July 1985, by which time he al- 
ready had quit using the drug. 

“Before the heat came down, as they 
say, I had decided I didn’t want to use it 
anymore,” Word said. “It was fun while I 
was doing it. I won't lie. But the conse- 
quence you get for using cocaine is not 
worth the five or 10 minutes of pleasure.” 

Morgan Scott, assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Western District of Virginia, 
agreed that Word was only a fringe part 
of the investigation. 

“His involvement in the conspiracy was 
a very minor role,” Scott said, 

Not so minor, however, that he could 
escape prosecution. By the time Word had 
attended the Saints’ minicamp in May 
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1986 after being drafted the month before, 
he knew he was in trouble. On July 24, 
1986, Word was among 25 people named 
in an indictment by a federal grand jury 
in Charlottesville. Six days later he plead- 
ed guilty to conspiracy to distribute less 
than one kilogram (2.2 pounds) of co- 
caine, the minimum felony charge, He 
was sentenced to five months in prison 
and three years’ probation. 

“Being incarcerated, not being able to 
see the people you love—most people 
can't imagine that,” Word said. “(Using 
cocaine) was fun, but the consequences 
are so much worse. The best thing is to 
nol use it at all. Take my word for it.” 

Word found out the hard way. He en- 
tered the Taylor County Jail in Grafton, 
W.Va., on October 23, 1986. The maxi- 
mum-security facility had armed guards, 
lock-down cells and watchtowers. 

Word said his first cellmate was a con- 
victed murderer who had killed his victim 
by castration. The prisoner told Word that 
two men had jumped him one night and 
he cut off one of his attacker’s testicles. 

“He was basically fighting for his life; 
that’s what he told me,” Word said. “What 
was scary was that he just seemed like a 
regular guy. That’s what scared me so 
much. He was just an ordinary guy, just a 
happy-type dude. He wanted to talk to me 
about football. I didn’t sleep.” 

Word said the atmosphere of the 60- 
year-old prison was grim. 

“It was a lock-down situation all the 
time,” Word said. “For three weeks (the 
duration of his stay there), I couldn't see 
the sun. You couldn’t walk unattended 
more than 30 yards. 

“Some of the guards treated me special. 
Some sneered. I think I was a lot smarter 
than half the guards there. But I greeted 
everyone with a smile. I knew how to say 
smart things back without being disre- 
spectful.” 

Nevertheless, the agonizing reality had 
hit home. Hard. 

“I knew I was in the worst possible situ- 
ation I could be in,” Word said. “I couldn't 
work out, they wouldn't let me run, the 
toilet (in his cell) was always backed up 
and the stench was awful. The mattress 
was about this (half an inch) thick. 

“Right then, I realized what I had done. 
I realized I wasn’t Barry Word the football 
player, but Barry Word the prisoner. We 
were all the same; we had broken the 
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law.” 

Word shared his 4-by-7-foot cell with the 
convicted murderer only briefly before 
receiving a new roommate for the rest of 
his three-week stay at that jail. By the sec- 
ond week, Word was made a trusty. That 
privilege didn’t sit well with his fellow in- 
mates. 

“There was a lot of prejudice there,” 
Word said. “Only two other black guys 
were there. I got to be a trusty in the sec- 
ond week and they (other inmates) didn't 
appreciate this football player with the 
college education coming in and serving 
them Kool-Aid. 

“They called me names. ‘Nigger,’ of 
course, But the one that really (made me 
mad) was ‘monkey.’ I had never heard 
that one before. Here was a guy speaking 
broken English who'd probably been on 
welfare all his life calling me a monkey. If 
I could have gotten my hands on him, I'd 
have hurt him." 

But Word didn't want to cause trouble. 
He was just trying to do his time without 
rocking the boat. That meant he had to 
condescend to what he perceived was the 
level of the other prisoners. 

“I was coming in there from U.Va. with 
some intelligence and I just didn’t fit,” 
Word said. “I had to bring myself down to 
their level. Being yourself in prison 
doesn't get you any respect. I had to show 
them I was as much a man as they were. I 
had to become street smart. I was cool, 
but I didn’t take any crap from anybody.” 

In November, Word was transferred to 
the prison in Morgantown, a coeducation- 
al, minimum-security federal facility that 
was a world apart from his first prison 
experience. There were no armed guards, 
watchtowers or lock-down cells. And he 
could exercise.. 

“Compared to Grafton, it was great,” 
Word said. 

He had access to the prison weight 
room and the freedom to run, He lifted 
weights endlessly, it seemed. 

“IT worked out a lot, probably too 
much," he said. “That was my outlet. I'd 
lift until I was exhausted. Then I'd go to 
bed.” 

But there were constant reminders that 
Word was by no means free. 

“Thad to clean my room daily,” he said. 
“The floor was spotless. I was given three 
T-shirts, three pairs of underwear. When 
my family would come for a visit, I was 


age,” Chiefs Coach Frank Gansz said. 
“He’s a special guy. He’s a Chief. He’s 
what this team is all about. He under- 
stands what we're thinking, how we want 
to play and the attitude of this team. He'll 
go to war for you. Guys like that are rare. 
Mike Bell is going to win games for us 
next year.” 

Like most veteran players, Bell is anx- 
iously awaiting opening day in September. 


Prove 


strip-searched before and after. It ruined 
the visits. It got to the point where I said, 
‘Hey, you don’t trust me?’ Then I remem- 
bered I was in jail. I had fits of depres- 
sion.” 

That depression was relieved, in part, 
by his work as an English tutor. Word 
taught inmates with reading skills below 
the eighth-grade level. 

“T really felt good about that,” he said. 
“It was something positive. I was able to 
give something back, at least, through all 
of this. Some of the people had third-grade 
reading levels. Bad. Some were just slow. 

“I wanted to use prison as a stepping- 
stone, to use it as something positive. 
Working with them really made me feel 
good about myself. I looked at it and 
thought, ‘Maybe I’m on my way back.’” 

Most of the inmates were aware of 
Word’s football background. In 1985, he 
had set a Virginia record by rushing for 
1,224 yards and was named the Atlantic 
Coast Conference’s Player of the Year. 
The Saints picked Word with their third 
third-round choice in the 1986 draft but 
chose not to sign him when his legal prob- 
lems surfaced. 

“We (inmates) talked about football,” 
Word said. “But that made me feel bad. I 
knew I was in there for the same reason 
they were. I told them: ‘I don’t play foot- 
ball anymore. I’m in here with you now.’ 

“In the back of my mind, though, I 
knew I was still a football player. But I 
wanted to make them feel good. I had to 
get along with these people for 414 
months. Some of them tended to think I 
was better than they were. I had to show 
them I wasn’t. I learned a lot while I was 
in there. I learned how to deal with peo- 
ple.” 

Word was released from prison March 
12, 1987—two weeks early for good behav- 
ior. His brother, Corwin, made the long 
drive from Word’s Long Island, Va., home 
to pick him up. 

“We stopped at a little place and had 
breakfast,” Word recalled. “Had steak 
and eggs. It was the best breakfast I ever 
had.” 

Though the Saints had broken off talks 
the previous summer, they decided to 
give Word another chance when it be- 
came evident that his limited drug prob- 
lems were behind him. Word signed a 
three-year contract April 16. 

“I don’t consider this a second chance,” 


But unlike most veterans, Bell also is anx- 
iously awaiting training camp, mini-camp 
and any other chance to put on his hel- 
met. That’s because Mike Bell has a new 
appreciation for his profession. 

“You don’t realize how much you love 
football until you're out of it,” Bell said. 
“You hear guys complaining about the 
aches and the pains and the two-a-days. 
But there’s nothing like it. Everyone com- 


plains, but we don’t mean it that much. 
When you've been away from it and look 
back, it’s all worth it. 

“There’s nothing I’d rather be doing 
right now with my life. I look forward to 
the aches, the pains, the practices, the hit- 
ting. I look forward to playing football 
again.” 

Rick Gosselin covers the Kansas City Chiefs for 
the Kansas City Star and Times. 


Former Virginia running back Barry Word is hoping to get on with his 
football career after an unscheduled stop in prison. 


Word said. “I consider it a final chance.” 

Word, who at 6-foot-2 and 200 pounds is 
strong enough to play fullback for the 
Saints, said he can live with his past. 

“I've accepted what happened to me,” 
Word said. “I’m back and I’m feeling 
good. This is where I belong. 

“T want to prove to the people here I 
was just a guy who made a mistake, that 
there are no major lasting effects on me, 
except what I’ve learned from my mis- 
take. 

“T’m still the same old Barry, still a fun- 
loving guy. I don’t do drugs, don’t want to 
ever be around them again. And I want to 
prove I can play. I want to help this foot- 
ball team any way I can.” 

But perhaps more important to Word is 
to prove something to his father, Thomas, 


a triple amputee because of diabetes. 
Thomas Word entered the hospital the 
same day Word discovered he had been 
named in a federal indictment. 

“The last thing he said to me before he 
died was, ‘It’s a shame you worked so 
hard and now you're not going to get a 
chance,’ Word said. “That hurts. It still 
hurts. It’s something I'll never get over. It 
hurts worse than the incarceration.” 

The memory of his father will motivate 
Word as he tries to start anew in the NFL. 

“What I'm really looking forward to is 
just putting the ball under my arm and 
running,” Word said. “I felt good when I 
played football. If I play as good as I did 
before, I'll feel even better.” 


Jimmy Smith covers the New Orleans Saints for 
the Times-Picayune/States-Item in New Orleans. 
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Green Bay’s Ron Kramer defined the tight end position in the late 1950s. 
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From Kramer 
The Evolution 


By STEVE BISHEFF 


hey seem to have come full circle 
i now, these strange National Foot- 
ball League hybrids known as tight 

ends. 

Beginning as big, lumbering extra 
blockers who never touched the ball, they 
slowly evolved into sleek, graceful, 
jumbo-sized receivers who rarely threw a 
block. Now they appear to be gradually 
drifting back again, finding a happy, 
bone-crushing, pass-catching medium of 
sorts. 

Ron Kramer, meet Mark Bavaro. 

Kramer, the man who originally de- 
fined the position in the late 1950s, and 
Bavaro, the new prototype tight end of the 
late ’80s, could almost be described as 
mirror images. 

“Bavaro plays the position the way it 


nl 


to Bavaro, 
Continues 


was meant to be played,” growled Mike 
Ditka, the Chicago Bears coach who 
played a major role in the tight end revo- 
lution, himself. “Playing it is not just 
catching 70-80 passes, but playing in the 
trenches and always being in the play. 
And that’s what he does.” 

Bavaro, one of the key reasons for the 
New York Giants reaching and winning 
their first Super Bowl last season, is a 6- 
foot-4, 245-pound Sylvester Stallone looka- 
like. And talkalike. And although he finds 
the image demeaning (he asked his team- 
mates to drop the nickname out of his re- 
spect for Vietnam veterans), he really 
does come off as Rambo in pads and a 
helmet. 

The one play that may have done more 
than any other to cement his reputation 


Continued Giants star Mark Bavaro is today’s version of what a tight end should be. 
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Tight Ends 


Continued 


as one of the league’s toughest players oc- 
curred during a nationally televised Mon- 
day night game at San Francisco last De- 
cember. 

The Giants were behind, 17-0, in the 
third quarter when Bavaro caught a 
seemingly harmless Phil Simms pass over 
the middle al the opposition’s 40-yard line. 
But he bounced off linebacker Michael 
Walter at the 38. Then linebacker Riki El- 
lison at the 34. Safety Ronnie Lott jumped 
on his back at the 32, and did his best just 
to hold on, Linebacker Keena Turner 
managed to stagger Bavaro at the 26, and, 
with Lott and Turner still hanging on, he 
stumbled to the 22, where he collided with 
safety Carlton Williamson and corner- 
back Don Griffin. The five-man pile col- 
lapsed at the 18. 

Bavaro had turned a simple nine-yard 
gain into 3) yards, inspiring and igniting 
his team to a 21-17 comeback victory. 

“It was a phenomenal play,” said Mike 
Vope, the Giants tight ends coach, “He 
{ays all oul. I don’t know whether you 
sould be more concerned about him or 

ve guy he’s hitting.” 

Kramer would understand. He owned a 
reputation for inflicting more punishment 
than he took while starring as an end in 
football and a center in basketball at the 
University of Michigan. 

Drafted by the Green Bay Packers with 
their first pick in 1957, Kramer caught 28 
passes in 10 games his rookie year before 
suffering a season-ending leg injury. Fol- 
lowing a stint in the Air Force, he re- 
turned to the Packers a week before the 
start of the '59 season, only to discover 
Vince Lombardi, in his first year as 
coach, had installed a completely new of- 
fensive system. 

At first, Lombardi didn’t know quite 
what to make of Kramer, trying him at 
end, slotback, and assorted other posi- 
tions. At 6-3 and 235 pounds, he was too 
big to be a split end and too gifted athleti- 
cally to be stuck in the middle of the of- 
fensive line. 

The coach finally figured out a solution, 
inserting Kramer at what was first called 
“closed end.” However, he spent most of 
the 59 and ’60 seasons on the bench be- 
cause of mental mistakes like running 
wrong pass routes (“He was hopeless,” 
Lombardi said). In 1961, Kramer finally 
became the starter, teaming with tackles 
Forrest Gregg and Bob Skoronski, center 
Jim Ringo, pulling guards Jerry Kramer 
and Fuzzy Thurston and fullback Jim Tay- 
lor as the lead blockers for Green Bay's 
awesome power sweep. 

They were all great players, as was 
halfback Paul Hornung, the lucky recipi- 
ent of all that ensuing daylight. But, more 
than anyone else, it was Ron Kramer, the 
blocker, not Jerry Kramer, the author, 
who became the pivotal element in per- 
haps the purest, most precise running at- 
tack the league has ever seen, Lombardi 
called him “as fine a blocker as I have 


ever seen." 

“Vince's approach was highly intellec- 
tual,” Kramer recalled. ‘He varied the 
blocking to confuse the defense. For the 
first time, I was allowed to block the line- 
backer alone. 

“After a while, Vince felt sure I could 
not only block the linebacker by myself, 
but he also let me handle the defensive 
end and tackle alone. Previously, I was 
used on double-team blocking. Gregg, the 
tackle I played next to, called me the 
‘loose tackle.’ I guess that fit, since I ac- 
tually was bigger than Forrest.” 

Kramer was a bull running with the 
ball, too, either on the end-around or after 
catching a pass. 

“He was like a runaway locomotive,” 
said Bob Long, a teammate of Kramer’s 
in 1964. “Once he got some momentum, he 
was impossible to stop. You might catch 
him, but you couldn't bring him down. I 
remember seeing 180-pound defensive 
backs climbing up on him and riding pig- 
gyback,” 

Still, Kramer's reputation was made 
primarily as a blocker, not as a runner or 
receiver. It was with Ditka, a crewcut 
menace from the University of Pittsburgh 
with surprising speed and a linebacker’s 
demeanor, that the position took on the 
full, added dimension. 


Almost from the start, the Chicago 
Bears’ first pick in the 1961 draft was re- 
garded as one of the best at the position, 
He was the NFL’s rookie of the year, 
catching 56 passes for 1,076 yards and 12 
touchdowns. In "64, Ditka hauled in 75 
passes, a league record for tight ends 
which stood until 1980. 

Possessing what coach George Halas 
called “the best straight-arm in football,” 
Ditka, at 6-3, 230 pounds loved to run with 
the ball, saying “I'd rather catch a pass in 
front of somebody than behind him. It 
gives me a challenge." 

How much did Ditka mean to the 
Bears? In 1960, the year before he ap- 
peared on the scene, they finished 5-6-1. In 
‘63, they won the NFL championship. 

That same year, a new, even quicker 
tight end arrived in Baltimore. John 
Mackey, the first player at the position 
considered to be a legitimate deep threat, 
began wreaking havoc with the Colts, and, 
all of a sudden, everybody began to take 
note. 

“Up to 1962," Kramer said, “the All-Pro 
teams didn't even list the position of tight 
end. The two guys who were picked were 
referred to only as ‘ends.’ " 

That changed quickly enough, though. 
Thanks to Kramer and Ditka and, espe- 
cially, Mackey, “tight end” soon became a 
household word in football-conscjous 
America, 

Fans who'd never heard the term 
couldn't help but notice when this 6-3, 220- 
pound hulk-like figure kept breaking loose 
over the middle, sprinting for 50, 60, even 
70-yard touchdowns to ignite one Colts 
victory after another. 

When the Colts drafted Mackey from 
Syracuse University with their second 
pick in 1963, the coaches weren’t sure 
whether he was best suited to play full- 
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back or tight end. But it didn’t take long 
before they realized how valuable Mack- 
ey could be at tight end with his sure 
hands, speed, power and toughness. 

“Once John Unitas found out I liked to 
run, he made use of my speed,” said 
Mackey, fourth on the Colts’ career re- 
ceiving list with 320 catches and 5,126 
yards. “I found a pattern I liked right 
away, a deep corner route where I caught 
the ball over my right shoulder. .. We put 
six points on the board a few times with 
that one.” 

Mackey's success spurred NFL teams 
to begin searching the collegiate ranks 
for tackle-sized players with the speed 
and power of a fullback. Tight ends who 
could go deep were like a wonderful, new 
toy. Everybody wanted one. 

Not everyone managed, of course, but 
through the years, some marvelously tal- 
ented athletes emerged. Players such as 
Ted Kwalick (49ers), Charlie Sanders 
(Lions), Jackie Smith (Cardinals), Dave 
Casper (Raiders) and Russ Francis (Patri- 
ots, 49ers). 

Casper, drafted by the pass-oriented 
Oakland Raiders with their second pick in 
1974, probably gained more notoriety than 
the rest because of the high number of 
balls he caught each season, although he 
never really savored that role. “Receiving 
makes me nervous,” Casper once said, “I 
don’t enjoy those games with a lot of pass- 
ing. There’s a lot of pressure. , . Nobody 
ever booed me for dropping a pass when I 
was a tackle,” (Casper began his college 
career at the University of Notre Dame as 
an interior lineman). 

Sull, for three straight seasons, 1976-78, 
Casper was the team’s leading receiver, 
catching a career-high 62 passes for 852 
yards in "78. 

“He was one of the most amazing play- 
ers I've ever seen," recalled John Mad- 
den, his coach at the time. “He was big 
(6-4, 235), strong, fast, tough and very in- 
telligent, but his outstanding quality was 
his feel for the game. . . He had the feel 
for what was happening out there and 
how to adjust to it.” 

Francis, currently with the 49ers, pos- 
sessed similar qualities when he was 
drafted by the Patriots from the Universi- 
ty of Oregon with their first pick in 1975. 

A bit larger (6-6, 242) and faster than 
Casper, Francis—when healthy—was a 
specimen unlike any the league had seen 
up to that point. (His one-year retirement 
from pro football in 1981 was in part due 
to health concerns, having suffered se- 
vere injuries to his back, neck and head 
during his career, and having witnessed 
the hit that caused the paralysis of team- 
mate Darryl Stingley.) 

“He's just a special type of football play- 
er," Pittsburgh Coach Chuck Noll said 
after watching him do a number on the 
Steelers. “He simply does things no other 
tight end can do.” 

Yes, for a long time, Casper and Fran- 
cis seemed like the ultimate tight ends, 
Until along came Kellen Winslow. 

Arriving in pass-happy San Diego from 
the University of Missouri as the Char- 
gers’ first pick in the 1979 draft, the 6-5, 


250-pound Winslow possessed extraordi- 
nary size, speed and instincts. And he 
quickly began establishing new levels for 
the position. In his first three years in the 
league, he caught 202 passes (including 
league-highs of 89 and 88 in 1980 and ’81, 
respectively). 

That was more than any tight end in 
NFL history. More than any wide receiver 
in NFL history. More than anyone in NFL 
history. 

The men who coached Winslow in his 
prime, who watched him day in and day 
out, marveled not only at his talent, but at 
his grasp of the game. 

““He was amazing, simply amazing,” 
said Ernie Zampese, the Los Angeles 
Rams offensive coordinator who was re- 
ceivers coach in San Diego at the time. 
“You know, if we had wanted him to, he 
could have caught 100 balls a season easy. 
I mean, easy. But we wanted to move the 
ball around and utilize all the great re- 
ceivers we had. But he was capable of it. 
He was capable of anything.” 

So we all found out soon enough one 
magical evening at Miami in January, 
1982. In a performance that ranks among 
the greatest ever dispensed on national 
television, Winslow completely took over 
that unforgettable AFC playoff game 
against the Dolphins. 

There was Winslow, straining to catch 
what seemed like a couple dozen clutch 
passes. There was Winslow, leaping to 
what appeared to be the top deck of the 
Orange Bowl to block a 43-yard field goal 
attempt to send the game into overtime. 
There was Winslow, stumbling off the 
field time and again, collapsing in pain 
and exhaustion and, then, in true dramat- 
ic fashion, somehow gathering the 
strength to come back, to carry on. 

After it was over, after he'd thrilled the 
nation with 13 catches for 166 yards, lead- 
ing the Chargers to a 41-38 victory, he 
slumped into the San Diego dressing 
room, where, dehydrated and cramped, 
he had to have stitches sewn into his 
badly-cut mouth. “I feel,” Winslow said 
later, “as if I've been to the mountaintop.” 

It was left for Don Shula, the Dolphins 
coach, to put that one-man show in per- 
spective. “When you think about Winslow, 
you think Superman,” he said. “He does it 
all, climbs the highest buildings. He just 
kept getting up off the floor in the tough- 
est of conditions.” 

If that was Winslow’s high point, he’s 
seen several lows since. He’s suffered nu- 
merous injuries, including a knee shat- 
tered so severely in 1984 that it placed his 
career in jeopardy. 

Winslow's temporary absence from the 
game created a void at tight end, and, if 
any one player stepped forward to fill it in 
the mid '80s, it was the Raiders’ colorful, 
articulate Todd Christensen, a former 
running back from Brigham Young Uni- 
versity who proved he could quote Shake- 
speare and Thoreau as easily as he could 
catch a Plunkett pass. 

Appearing in an offense that featured a 
game-breaking running back in Marcus 
Allen and a cadre of lithe, quick wide re- 
ceivers from Cliff Branch to Dokie Wil- 


John Mackey’s superior size and 
speed resulted in many Baltimore 
Colts touchdowns. 


liams, Christensen, at 6-3, 230, became the 
ideal medium-range target, the master of 
slipping into the cracks and crevices of an 
opposing secondary. 

“My forte is finding the seams in a 
zone,” said Christensen, Dallas’ second 
pick in the 1978 draft and later released 
by the Cowboys and Giants before the 
Raiders grabbed him. “That and wanting 
the football. A lot of receivers say they 
want the football, but they don't really 
mean it. I do.” 

His numbers back it up. He’s the only 
receiver in NFL history to have four con- 
secutive seasons with 80 or more recep- 
tions (92, 80, 82 and 95 from 1983-86), and 
last year broke his own record for catches 
by a tight end in one season. You can’t 
want the ball much more than that. 

What Christensen doesn’t want, or ap- 
preciate as much, is the other main as- 
pect of his job. “Blocking is like embalm- 
ing,” he has said. “Nobody wants to do it, 
but somebody has to. It’s trench work, but 
your peers certainly notice it.” 

In Christensen’s case, they’ve noticed 
that while he tries, he'll never go down as 
one of the game's all-time greats when it 
comes to sticking his shoulder into a line- 
backer’s chest. 

Maybe that’s why Bavaro, entering only 
his third year, seems to be gaining so 
much respect throughout the league. 

The operative word here is tough. 
We're talking about an old-fashioned, rub- 
your-nose-in-the-dirt type of player. The 
type of which legends are born. 

Bavaro's own legend started at Notre 


Dame. The way it’s told back at South 
Bend, one day Mark was carrying a hot 
pizza to his dorm. Knocking on a door, 
waiting for another student to open it, Ba- 
varo became a little angry and impatient. 

So he promptly slammed his fist 
through the plate-glass door. 

Bavaro claims the facts to the story are 
slightly different. There was no pizza in- 
volved, he said. “I was tapping on the win- 
dow to get the attention of a guy inside 
who had a key,” he explained. “The win- 
dow broke. My hand was cut. My thumb 
was hanging off. . ." 

In other words, it was nothing to get too 
excited about, huh? 

Then there was his second game as a 
pro, an exhibition, when he ran over poor 
Randy Robbins and just happened to 
break both bones in the Denver safety’s 
forearm. “I didn’t do it,’ Bavaro said 
later. 

Sure, he didn't. Mark swears he doesn't 
know how these stories get started. “I 
don’t try to start anything,” he said. “I just 
have to adjust to whatever the situation 
calls for. I can be relaxed if everyone else 
is relaxed, but if trouble starts, I can’t just 
stand there. Sometimes it’s kill or be 
killed.” 

Originally drafted by the Giants with 
their fifth pick in 1985 as a backup for 
Zeke Mowatt, Bavaro was thrust into ac- 
tion as a rookie when Mowatt suffered a 
severe knee injury in the final preseason 
game. Primarily in a blocking role, he 
caught 37 passes and along the way made 
a favorable impression on the Giants 
coaches. 

“We had known that he was extremely 
strong when we drafted him,” explained 
Ron Erhardt, the team’s offensive coordi- 
nator. “We knew that he had the talent to 
be a good blocker and that he was abso- 
lutely fearless when it came to going after 
the ball, But what was surprising about 
him was his speed. He seemed to get 
downfield a lot quicker than we expected. 
It was something we wanted to exploit.” 

And exploit it the Giants did, particular- 
ly during the 1986 season. Bavaro caught 
66 passes for 1001 yards, and topped off a 
memorable year with a 13-yard touch- 
down catch that put the Giants ahead to 
stay in their 39-20 Super Bowl victory over 
Denver. 

Madden, now an NFL analyst for CBS- 
TV who used to be such a big fan of 
Casper’s, now raves about Bavaro. 

“Tight ends are usually good blockers, 
bul this guy is unbelievable,” he said. 
“You hear people talking about how some 
of these tight ends are so versatile, but 
none of them are in his class. He can 
make any one of a number of moves to 
gel open, and, once he gets the ball, he 
doesn't go down very easy. This guy’s a 
real load.” 

Sound familiar? The great blocker who 
makes the tough catch and is impossible 
to bring down. 

From the late '50s to the late '80s. From 
Kramer to Bavaro. 

It’s nice to know the legacy lives. 


Steve Bisheff is a sports columnist for the Orange 
County (Calif.) Register. 
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The Class of ’88 


Next Year’s Draft 
Does Not Appear 


To Be Real Strong 


By MEL KIPER JR. 


No sooner had National Football 
League personnel directors locked up 
their files on the 1987 draft than they 
started getting ready for next year. 
Though the spring is somewhat early to 
get a good line on the top prospects, some 
observations can be made. 

The 1988 quarterback class is consid- 
ered weaker than in recent years. No one 
is expected to emerge to match the ability 
of Vinny Testaverde. Florida’s Kerwin 
Bell and Mike Perez of San Jose State 
head a lackluster class. 

Running backs Gaston Green of UCLA 
and Michigan State’s Lorenzo White are 
blue-chippers who likely will wind up 
being selected in the top five picks of the 
first round. If no defensive player makes a 
tremendous impact this season, one of 
those players could be the first pick over- 
all, Stanford’s versatile Brad Muster and 
Miami (Fla.) fullback Melvin Bratton also 
are players to watch. 

Other offensive standouts include Notre 
Dame wide receiver Tim Brown and 
Oklahoma tight end Keith Jackson. 

Defensively, the linebacker class looks 
strong again, as it was in 1987. Among the 
elite are Florida’s Clifford Charlton and 
Marcus Cotton of Southern California. 
Miami safety Bennie Blades could be the 
best pure athlete in college football. 

Of course, all of these ratings are sub- 
ject to change based on injuries, senior 
production and many other factors. Nev- 
ertheless, following is a position-by-posi- 
tion analysis of the top prospects (listed in 
potential drafting order) who are avail- 
able for the 1988 NFL draft: 


QUARTERBACKS 
Player, School Hgt. Wat. 
Kerwin Bell, Florida 6-3 205 


Mike Perez, San Jose State 6-2 215 
Todd Santos, San Diego State 6-2 200 
Danny McCoin, Cincinnati 6-2 195 
Stan Humphries, Northeast La. 6-3 221 
Chris Chandler, Washington 6-3 204 


Analysis: Four quarterbacks were se- 
lected in the first round of the 1987 NFL 
draft, perhaps because the clubs already 
were aware that the 1988 crop of signal- 
callers is considered below average. At 
the top of the list are Bell and Perez, al- 
though neither projects as a surefire first- 
round pick. Bell is a workmanlike quar- 
terback with a decent arm, good maneu- 
verability in the pocket and a winning 
attitude. Perez has more raw talent than 
Bell but is not nearly as poised or battle- 
tested. Like Colorado State’s Kelly 


Workmanlike Florida quarterback 
Kerwin Bell ranks near the top of a 
weak 1988 crop. 


Stouffer did in 1986, Perez could enhance 
his draft status significantly with an im- 
pressive final campaign. Santos is a short- 
range sharpshooter, while McCoin has po- 
tential and bears watching closely this 
fall. Humphries, who hails from the same 
school that produced Bubby Brister (a 
1986 third-round selection by Pittsburgh), 
has the tools but has yet to put it all to- 
gether. Chandler entered college with a 
high rating and has had his moments, but 
consistency has been lacking from game 
to game. 


RUNNING BACKS 

Player, School Hgt. Wat. 
Gaston Green, UCLA 5-10 190 
Lorenzo White, Michigan State 5-11 211 
Keith Woodside, Texas A&M 6-0 198 
Tony Jeffery, Texas Christian 6-0 205 
Jamie Morris, Michigan 5-7 179 
Thurman Thomas, Okla. St. 5-11 191 
Charles Gladman, Pittsburgh 5-10 205 
Kenny Gamble, Colgate 6-0 193 
Lars Tate, Georgia 6-2 209 
5-1 
i 


Patrick Collins, Oklahoma -10 185 
Terry Morrow, Central (O.) St.5-11 202 
Kenny Jackson, San Jose St. 5-11 192 
Keith Jones, Nebraska 5-10 185 
Kevin Harmon, lowa 5-11 191 
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Analysis: Several running backs figure 
to be solid first-rounders come draft day, 
with Green, White and Muster leading the 
way. Green is the prototype feature back, 
but durability remains a cause of concern. 
White, a creative runner with excellent 
vision, can bring a crowd to its feet when- 
ever he touches the ball. The Southwest 
Conference has a pair of fine running 
backs in Woodside and Jeffery, both of 
whom possess intriguing physical quali- 
ties. Like brother Joe, Jamie Morris is 
super quick, surprisingly strong and as 
tough as they come. He also is adept at 
eluding tacklers. Thomas, an instinctive 
runner with jet-powered acceleration 
once he sees a crack in the line, is hoping 
to bounce back from an injury-plagued 
junior season. Gladman should team with 
powerful fullback Craig Heyward to give 
Pitt a dynamite backfield tandem. 


FULLBACKS 


Player, School Hgt. Wat. 
Brad Muster, Stanford 6-3 226 
Melvin Bratton, Miami (Fla.) 6-1 217 
Lydell Carr, Oklahoma 6-2 225 
William Howard, Tennessee 6-0 239 
George Cooper, Ohio State 6-2 246 
Reggie Ware, Auburn 6-2 245 


Analysis: One of the collegiate ranks’ 
most versatile backs is Muster, an im- 
proving runner and blue-chip receiver 
swinging out of the backfield. Muster joins 
Gaston Green, Lorenzo White, Kerwin 
Bell and wide receiver Tim Brown as pre- 
season Heisman Trophy favorites for 
1987. Bratton, who is moving from half- 
back to replace Alonzo Highsmith, is an 
explosive power runner with good speed 
and top athletic skills. Carr, a rugged run- 
ner who can carry tacklers four to six 
yards after being hit, has spent the last 
three years gaining 1,908 yards and open- 
ing holes for more highly publicized Soon- 
er backs. Howard is the Southeastern Con- 
ference’s most underrated back, while 
Cooper is difficult to stop in short-yardage 
situations. Auburn won't miss a beat as 
Ware moves in to replace steady Tommie 
Agee. 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Player, School Hgt. Wot. 


Tim Brown, Notre Dame 6-0 195 
Anthony Miller, Tennessee 5-11 178 
Cris Carter, Ohio State 6-3 200 
J.R. Ambrose, Mississippi 6-0 189 
Brian Blades, Miami (Fla.) 5-11 177 
Wendell Davis, Louisiana State 6-0 183 
Sterling Sharpe, So. Carolina 6-1 196 
Brett Perriman, Miami (Fla.) 5-9 180 
Marc Zeno, Tulane 6-3 198 
Jeff James, Stanford 6-0 186 
Ziz Abdur-Ra'oof, Maryland 6-0 194 
Guy Liggins, San Jose State 6-2 200 


Analysis: NFL teams with holes in their 
receiving corps will have plenty of good 
candidates to pick from in the 1988 draft. 
The multitalented Brown rates at the top 
of the list and should be one of the first 
five players selected overall. With excel- 


~~ 


lent size, blazing speed and outstanding 
natural pass-receiving skills, he is the con- 
summate wide receiver. The SEC offers 
three fine prospects in Miller, Ambrose 
and Davis. Miller, yet another in the Vol- 
unteers’ line of big-play wideouts, is tough 
enough to catch the ball racing across the 
middle. Ambrose is another top-notch 
deep threat. Davis, more quick than fast, 
has a knack for separating from corner- 
backs. Carter is a productive receiver 
whose only question mark is a lack of 
sprinter’s speed. Perriman (also an effec- 
tive punt returner) and Blades combine 
with fourth-year junior Michael Irvin to 
form an awesome wide receiver corps at 
Miami. Sharpe and Zeno have received 
less national recognition than many of the 
other highly regarded wideouts, but NFL 
scouts are aware of their talents. Sharpe 
can score almost any time he gets his 
hands on the ball, while opposing corner- 
backs rave about the all-around ability of 
the angular Zeno. 


TIGHT ENDS 


Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Keith Jackson, Oklahoma 6-3 242 
Ferrell Edmunds, Maryland 6-6 235 
Mike Flagg, lowa 6-6 258 
Charles Henry, Miami (Fla.) 6-4 218 
Anthony Williams, Illinois 6-2 247 
Pat Carter, Florida State 6-4 251 
Alfredo Roberts, Miami (Fla.) 6-4 230 
Greg Scales, Wake Forest 6-4 250 


Analysis: Standout collegiate tight ends 


UCLA’s Gaston Green (left) is the prototype running 
back and should rank near the top of his class while 


are hard to find, but two legitimate blue- 
chippers—Jackson and Edmunds—are 
potential high first-rounders, and several 
others rate as definite prospects. Jackson 
and Edmunds both possess exceptional 
physical/athletic skills. Jackson is big, 
strong, tough and surehanded, has above- 
average speed for a player his size and 
can provide a deep threat. Edmunds 
needs to become more consistent as both 
a receiver and blocker but is loaded with 
raw talent. His size, speed and all-around 
athletic ability will make him difficult to 
pass up early in the first round. The sure- 
handed Flagg is as tough as nails, stam- 
peding defenders in the open field. He 
rates a bit lower than Jackson and Ed- 
munds, however, in speed and overall ath- 
letic talent. 


OFFENSIVE TACKLES 

Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Greg Johnson, Oklahoma 6-4 295 
David Williams, Florida 6-6 290 
Stacy Searels, Auburn 6-6 270 
John Elliott, Michigan 6-7 306 
David Richards, UCLA 6-5 305 
Dave Cadigan, Southern Cal 6-5 270 
Eric Moore, Indiana 6-7 280 


Ed Gillies, Fullerton State 6-5 260 


Analysis: The mammoth Johnson domi- 
nates his collegiate opposition simply be- 
cause of his physical prowess. The lack of 
pro-style pass-blocking experience is the 
only question mark concerning his pro 
potential. Williams has lived up to his tre- 


Notre Dame’s Tim Brown is a do-everything wide re- 
ceiver. 


mendous promise with the Gators, while 
Searels has quietly developed into one of 
the SEC’s steadiest linemen. Elliott is an- 
other mountain up front with tremendous 
size, but he lacks great feet and has yet to 
play up to his potential. Richards made a 
name for himself at Southern Methodist 
and will upgrade a rebuilt Bruin line, 
moving right in as a starter after transfer- 
ring. Cadigan is a well-coached, hard- 
working athlete who always gives a solid 
effort. Moore and Gillies are both fine nat- 
ural athletes and are just starting to hit 
their stride as football players. 


OFFENSIVE GUARDS 
Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Mark Hutson, Oklahoma 6-4 280 
John Phillips, Clemson 6-5 250 
Randall McDaniel, Arizona St. 6-5 261 
John Bruhin, Tennessee 6-3 285 


Analysis: Hutson, an anchor of the 
Sooners’ powerful line, is a devastating 
one-on-one drive blocker who shows ex- 
ceptional pop at the point of attack. Phil- 
lips, one of the more consistent linemen in 
the country, is equally adept at blocking 
for the run and the pass, and he is consid- 
ered the leader of the Tigers’ offense. Ath- 
letically, McDaniel rates as a premier 
lineman, and his technique and skill con- 
tinue to improve. Bruhin receives little 
publicity, performing in the shadow of his 


Continued 
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Southern Cal blue-chip linebacker Marcus Cotton (above) can’t miss, but 
North Carolina defensive lineman Reuben Davis needs consistency. 


more heralded teammates, but he is a 
solid lineman with the right attitude. 


CENTERS 
Player, School Hgt. Wat. 
Matt Wilson, Texas A&M 6-4 270 
Bill Hughes, Maryland 6-5 276 
Garry Frank, Mississippi State 6-4 285 


Analysis: This is one of the weaker 
areas of the ’88 draft, but Wilson is clearly 
the top center entering the ’87 campaign. 
He is an experienced, battle-scarred war- 
rior who understands the position, receiv- 
ing high grades from the Aggie coaching 
staff each week. Hughes, who can do a 
commendable job at almost any position 
along the offensive front, will get some 
attention because of his versatility. An- 
other versatile performer is Frank, who 
has played noseguard, offensive tackle 
and center for the Bulldogs, with tackle 
his likely spot this fall. His high intensity 
level and strength make him worth 
watching. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Player, School Hgt. Wot. 


Daniel Stubbs, Miami (Fla.) 6-4 241 
Curt Koch, Colorado 6-8 265 
Aundray Bruce, Auburn 6-6 230 
Neil Smith, Nebraska 6-6 265 
Reuben Davis, North Carolina 6-4 270 
Scott Davis, Illinois 6-7 268 
Artis Jackson, Texas Tech 6-5 295 
Ricky Shaw, Oklahoma State 6-4 220 
Derwin Jones, Miami ( Fla.) 6-4 268 
Richard Cooper, Tennessee 6-5 277 
Michael Dean Perry, Clemson 6-2 270 
Jeff Kunz, Notre Dame 6-5 262 
Tim Goad, North Carolina 6-4 270 


Sammy O'Brient, Texas A&M 6-3 260 
Analysis: Stubbs is a dominating outside 
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pass rusher with incredible quickness and 
a nasty disposition. Koch, who suffered se- 
rious knee injuries when he was struck by 
a hit-and-run driver last spring, has been 
an unheralded superstar for the Buffaloes. 
The Tigers list Bruce as an outside line- 
backer but he plays like a defensive end, 
his probable position as a pro. He is a top- 
notch pass rusher and has tremendous 
natural athletic ability. Smith is a late 
bloomer who came on strong last fall. 
Both Reuben and Scott Davis have had 
their moments but lack consistency, al- 
though Scott’s size and growth potential 
will be difficult to overlook in the early 
rounds. Jackson is tough to handle in the 
middle of the line. Shaw is another pure 
outside pass rusher with big-play ability. 
The Hurricanes will miss tackle Jerome 
Brown, but Derwin Jones is a strong re- 
placement who can move well up the 
charts with a productive senior year. The 
top underachiever along the defensive 
front is Cooper. 


LINEBACKERS 


Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Clifford Charlton, Florida 6-2 232 
Marcus Cotton, Southern Cal 6-4 220 
Van Waiters, Indiana 6-4 231 
Cedric Figaro, Notre Dame 6-3 246 
Darrell Reed, Oklahoma 6-2 225 
Al Noga, Hawaii 6-2 250 
Chris Spielman, Ohio State 6-2 234 
Ken Norton, UCLA 6-2 220 
Kevin Walker, Maryland 6-2 238 
Brian Forde, Washington State 6-2 224 
Vincent Brown, Miss. Valley St.6-2 240 
Eric Kumerow, Ohio State 6-6 246 
Boomer Gibson, Arizona 6-4 227 
Bill Romanowski, Boston Col. 6-3 227 
Troy Johnson, Oklahoma 6-2 230 
Ben Hummel, UCLA 6-3 239 
John O'Leary, Fresno State 6-4 230 
Wes Pritchett, Notre Dame 6-5 234 
Edward Phillips, Auburn 6-2 235 
Jerry Deckard, Oklahoma State6-2 206 
Andree Mcintyre, Michigan 6-1 241 
Stacy Harvey, Arizona State 6-4 230 
Keith Davis, Southern Cal 6-1 235 


Brett Rudolph, North Carolina 6-2 228 


Analysis: Like former Florida star 
Wilber Marshall, Charlton is an aggres- 
sive attacker with big-play capabilities. 
USC has a history of churning out top- 
notch outside linebackers, and the latest 
is Cotton, a legitimate blue-chipper. Spiel- 
man, Kumerow and McIntyre garner 
most of the publicity in the Big Ten Con- 
ference, but a possible future NFL star is 
Waiters, who is constantly making things 
happen while chasing down ballcarriers 
from sideline to sideline. Figaro finally 
came into his own last year and now rates 
among the country’s best outside men. 
Reed teams with Johnson to give the 
Sooners a dominating pair of big-play 
standup defensive ends/outside line- 
backers. One of the top collegiate defend- 
ers in 1986 was Noga, a ferocious tackle 
who takes no prisoners. His size will re- 
quire him to switch to linebacker in the 
pros, but he should handle that transition 
with ease. Norton is a tenacious inside 
linebacker for the Bruins. Walker and 
Forde have intriguing physical qualifica- 
tions but still rate as sleepers at this point. 
The top small-college linebacker is 
Brown, a hard hitter. Gibson runs well for 
a 227-pounder and has improved every 


year with the Wildcats. Romanowski 
lacks the top instincts for this position but 
is tough, quick and intelligent. Hummel 
should make his presence felt with the 
Bruins after transferring from SMU. Phil- 
lips came on as a junior in 1986, rating as 
one of the most improved players in the 
country. Deckard, who is listed as a defen- 
sive end by the Cowboys, is one of the bet- 
ter cover linebackers, moving like a de- 
fensive back and showing a sure pair of 
hands for the interception. Rudolph does 
a nice job stuffing inside running plays. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Player, School Hgt. Wat. 
Bennie Blades, Miami (Fla.) 6-0 207 


James Washington, UCLA 6-1 195 
Ricky Dixon, Oklahoma 5-10 187 
Jarvis Williams, Florida 6-0 198 
Gary Richard, Pittsburgh 5-11 180 
Erik McMillan, Missouri 6-2 196 
Brian Washington, Nebraska 6-1 220 
Clarence Nunn, San Diego St. 5-10 175 
Kevin Guidry, Louisiana State 6-1 185 
Tolbert Bain, Miami (Fla. ) 6- 191 


Analysis: Blades plays free safety for 
the Hurricanes but could project to cor- 
nerback in the pros. He is a phenomenal 
natural athlete with world-class speed and 
exceptional leaping ability. Washington 
has been the ringleader of the Bruins’ sec- 
ondary since his freshman year. Dixon 
hits hard for a 187-pounder and has out- 
standing instincts. Williams, who has 
played well against some of the country’s 
best wide receivers, is an experienced 
cornerback with quick feet, a smooth 
turning motion and a fluid backpedal. 
Richard anticipates extremely well in 
coverage, breaking on the ball at just the 
right time. McMillan moves like a corner- 
back and hits as hard as the best outside 
linebackers in college football. Pound for 
pound, Washington rates as one of the 
stronger players available for the 1988 
draft. Nunn lacks consistency in coverage 
but has benefited from working against 
pro-style offenses that throw the football 
often. Guidry can play anywhere in the 
secondary. Bain gets by on top-notch ath- 
letic skills, though he lacks the innate 
qualities expected of a blue-chipper. 


PLACEKICKERS 


Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Marty Zendejas, Nevada-Reno 5-9 165 
Chip Lohmiller, Minnesota 6-2 187 
Todd Gregoire, Wisconsin 5-11 180 
Tom Whelihan, Missouri 5-11 197 
Tim Vesling, Syracuse 5-10 177 


Analysis: Zendejas is accurate within 
40 yards, yet shows good range. Lohmiller 
enjoyed a solid, consistent '86 campaign, 
coming through with several clutch field 
goals. Though Whelihan and Vesling have 
been successful, Gregoire is the only 
other placekicker with draftable-type 
grades entering this season. 


PUNTERS 
Player, School Hgt. Wot. 
Barry Helton, Colorado 6-4 190 
Tom Tupa, Ohio State 6-5 214 
Greg Montgomery, Mich. St. 6-4 215 


Scott Cepicky, Wisconsin 6-3 228 


Analysis: Helton has ranked as one of 


ae 


Oklahoma tight end Keith Jackson has all the tools to merit a high first- 


round NFL selection. 


the top punters in the nation since his 
sophomore year, exhibiting a strong leg 
along with excellent hang time. Tupa, 
who will take over as the Buckeyes’ start- 
ing quarterback this fall, is a versatile 
athlete. One of the most underrated punt- 


ers in college football is Montgomery, a 
steady performer who shows good direc- 
tional skills. Cepicky also has a chance to 
make the pros. 


Mel Kiper Jr. is the publisher of an annual NFL 
draft guide. 
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The Class of ’83 


Marino and Elway 
Head Star-Studded 


Quarterback Cast 


By GARY SHELTON 


dd one more item to the mysteries 
A« the ages. 


Who really built the statues on 
Easter Island? Who carried the huge boul- 
ders in the construction of the Egyptian 
pyramids? Who wrote the book of love? 

And how in blue blazes do you explain 
the quarterback class of 1983? 

“You can’t explain it,” said Dick Stein- 
berg, the New England Patriots’ director 
of player development. “There is no logi- 
cal reason why these guys all came out at 
once.” 

No illogical reason, either, except to 
say that between October 8, 1959, and Sep- 
tember 15, 1961, the most impressive 
group of quarterbacks ever to hit the Na- 
tional Football League at once were born. 

Consider; 

Together, these six men have passed 
for 54,012 yards and 365 touchdowns in 
four NFL seasons. 

Three of them have started in Super 
Bowls. Three have played in Pro Bowls. 
Five have started in playoff games. 

Together, they have signed contracts 
totaling more than $30 million, not includ- 
ing incentives. 

And most of them have been a bargain. 

John Elway. Todd Blackledge. Jim 
Kelly. Tony Eason. Ken O'Brien. Dan Ma- 
rino. 

Why were they bunched together? 
Well, why were artists bunched together 
in the Renaissance? Sometimes things 
just happen that way. 

Start with Elway. The 1983 draft did. 

“Most people had him Number 1; then 
teams differed on who was below him,” 
Miami Dolphins Coach Don Shula said. 

“After Elway, it was very difficult,” 
Steinberg said. “They were all 6-7-8-9 over- 
all on our board. There was such a fine 
line, you were looking at things like 
touchdown-to-interception ratio and stuff 
like that." 

Elway, who immediately became the 
Denver Broncos’ starting quarterback as 
a rookie in 1983, showed why he was con- 
sidered a level above the others last Jan- 
uary 11. That was the date of Denver's 
American Football Conference champion- 
ship game against Cleveland and ‘The 
Drive,” in which Elway took the Broncos 
from their own two-yard line to Super 
Bowl XXI. His combination of arms and 
legs had scouts drooling in 1983 and the 
Browns reeling in 1987. 

“I was scared to death that Don Shula 
was going to trade his entire draft for 
Elway,” said Mike Hickey, the New York 
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Kansas City’s Todd Blackledge, 
the second quarterback selected in 
the 1983 draft, is the runt of the 
litter in terms of NFL success. 


Jets’ director of player personnel. “Then 
school was going to be out for a while. As 
it turned out, Shula got a Hall of Famer 
(Marino) with his own choice.” 

All six of the quarterbacks were taken 
by AFC teams, and Elway was the first of 
five choices to go to the AFC East. 

“If you want to talk about long odds,” 
Hickey said, “all five teams in one divi- 
sion taking a quarterback first would go 
right off the boards.” 

Elway, a consensus All-America at 
Stanford, was taken by the Baltimore 
Colts, but he wanted to stay closer to his 
West Coast roots and threatened to play 
professional baseball, a la Bo Jackson 
three years later. The Colts caved in and 
traded him to Denver. The Broncos may 
blush any time they wish. 

Elway hasn't been the statistical phe- 
nomenon some thought he would be. For 
instance, his lifetime quarterback rating 
is only 72.1. By comparison, Marino has a 
95.2 rating, the highest career mark in 
NFL history. But after starting in the most 
recent Super Bowl and Pro Bowl—and 
especially after guiding the Broncos to 
their stunning playoff victory over Cleve- 
land—Elway no longer is discussed in 
terms of his potential. 
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Unfortunately, the same can’t be said 
for Blackledge, the only quarterback who 
hasn’t delivered up to expectations, The 
Penn State star was the second quarter- 
back taken (the seventh pick overall), but 
he still hasn’t dislodged Bill Kenney from 
the Kansas City Chiefs’ starting position. 
He passed for only 1,200 yards in 1986— 
and that was his career high. 

“T wouldn’t call him a washout yet, 
Hickey said. 

Said Steinberg: “To be honest, we would 
have been happy with Blackledge.” 

But Blackledge’s career quarterback 
rating is a class-low 61.9, and so far he 
looks like the runt of the litter. But every- 
one can’t be a star; even the Beatles had 
Ringo. 

Kelly went next, but it wasn’t as if the 
Buffalo Bills were waiting with bated 
breath to pick the predecessor of Bernie 
Kosar and Vinny Testaverde at Miami 
(Fla.). In fact, the Bills had the Nos. 12 
and 14 picks and went for Notre Dame 
tight end Tony Hunter first. 

The Bilis, however, would have to wait 
to get their man. Kelly was the only one of 
the bunch to go to the United States Foot- 
ball League, signing a five-year, $3.5 mil- 
lion contract with the Houston Gamblers. 
Before the league folded he threw for an 
incredible 9,842 yards and 83 touchdowns 
in two seasons. He finally made his NFL 
debut in 1986, passing for 22 touchdowns 
and 3,593 yards and getting an 83.3 rating. 

“Certain players seem to fit well with 
certain teams,” Hickey said. “We were 
concerned that the Patriots might get 
Kelly.” 

Instead they got Eason, who was picked 
immediately after Kelly. The Illinois prod- 
uct, nicknamed “Champaign Tony,” start- 
ed Super Bowl XX against the Chicago 
Bears and has passed for more than 3,000 
yards in a season twice. His quarterback 
rating for four years is 82.5. 

After Eason, eight teams—the longest 
stretch of the round—went for positions 
other than quarterback. Atlanta, which 
still is looking for a quarterback, chose 
defensive end Mike Pitts. St. Louis, Minne- 
sota, Pittsburgh and Dallas also picked 
defensive players. Chicago picked wide 
receiver Willie Gault. San Diego picked 
twice in that span—the Chargers also had 
an earlier first-round pick—and ignored 
quarterbacks. 

Finally, on the 24th pick, came the sur- 
prise of the draft. The Jets picked O’Brien, 
a successful but unknown quarterback 
from California-Davis. 

“Most people talked about five quarter- 
backs and didn’t have O’Brien up there 
with the others,” Shula said, 

Said Steinberg: “It was a surprise to us." 

But Hickey liked O’Brien over Marino, 
and on several occasions O’Brien has 
shown why. He threw for 479 yards and 
four touchdowns against the Dolphins last 
year. In 1985, he led the NFL in quarter- 
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Denver’s John Elway, the first of the six quarterbacks chosen on the first 
round of the 1983 draft, and Miami’s Dan Marino, the last, are the cream 


of a very unusual crop. 
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back efficiency with a 96.2 rating. 

Overall, O’Brien has an 88.2 quarter- 
back rating. Though he didn’t finish the 
1986 season strong—backup Pat Ryan 
started both of his team’s playoff games— 
the Jets think he will rebound. 


But will he ever be a Marino? 

Will anybody? 

If you judge by results to date, the 1983 
NFL draft saved the best for last. Marino 
has torn the NFL apart. 

He has thrown for 142 touchdowns so 


far. Elway has 66, O’Brien 56 and Eason 
34. He is the only man to throw for more 
than 36 touchdowns in an NFL season, 
connecting for 48 in 1984 and 44 in 1986. 
He also holds NFL season records for at- 
tempts (623), completions (378) and yard- 
age (5,084) and has been picked for the 
Pro Bowl four times in four years. 

So what was a nice quarterback like 
Marino doing available with the 27th 
pick? 

“The only knock on him was his senior 
production” at Pittsburgh, Steinberg said. 
“Still, in any other year, he might have 
been the Number 1 or Number 2 player 
taken. But with that many quarterbacks, 
you had to do something to separate 
them.” 

Said Hickey: “He might have been a 
victim of overscouting. You expected him 
to be so good, and some receiver might 
run the wrong route. Suddenly, he throws 
to a spot where there is no one. Some- 
times you can overemphasize that.” 

Shula said the Dolphins had Marino 
ranked second, right behind Elway. But 
Miami had been to the Super Bowl the 
year before, and Shula didn’t think Marino 
would be around. He went into draft day 
thinking defense. 

Instead, the Dolphins were pleasantly 
surprised to find Marino still available. It 
would be a perfect marriage. 

“You look at the Hall of Fame success 
of Marino,” Hickey said, “and you wonder 
if he would do it with a team that didn’t 
have as good an offensive line or two re- 
ceivers like Mark Duper and Mark Clay- 
ton. Perhaps not. That’s what I mean by 
having the right player with the right 
team at the right time.” 

Marino won’t be “doing it” with anyone 
else for quite some time. He signed a six- 
year, $9 million contract last fall. 

But his contemporaries aren't hurting, 
either. Kelly signed a five-year, $8 million 
contract. Elway, already making $1 mil- 
lion a year, and the Broncos have begun 
negotiating his contract, which will run 
out after this season. And Blackledge, 
Eason and O’Brien have reaped the re- 
wards of multimillion-dollar, multiyear 
contracts. 

“It was a special year,” Steinberg said. 
“This year, four quarterbacks were taken 
in the first round. Vinny Testaverde would 
have been in there with any of the 83 
quarterbacks, but I don’t think the other 
three (Kelly Stouffer, Chris Miller or Jim 
Harbaugh) would have. Not with that 
class.” 


Gary Shelton covers the Miami Dolphins for the 
Miami Herald. 


On the following two pages is a 
team-by-team breakdown of the 
1983 NFL draft compiled by 
Howard Balzer of The Sporting 
News. 
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National Football Conference 


Atlanta 
Falcons 


Falcons have received contributions from 
first three picks, but not results expected. 
Of No. 1 DE Mike Pitts, No. 2 DB James 
Britt and No. 3 DL Andrew Provence, only 
Britt started any games in ‘86 and that 
was just two. Pitts does play in passing sit- 
iations and had 5% sacks in ‘86. 


Fae 
SOx 
€ DRAFT SUMMARY 
__— SS 


Grade: B. Six of 11 choices still on roster 
and some of best choices after third round, 
No. 5 OT Brett Miller has been solid start- 
er, although knee injury shortened ‘86 sea- 
son. No. 8 LB John Rade moved inside in 
‘86 and started 15 games, No. 6 WR 
Anthony Allen also helped. 


Pure yold from four picks: No. 1 OT Jim 
Covert, the sixth pick in draft, No. 1 WR 
Willie Gault, No. 2 CB Mike Richardson and 
No. 3 S Dave Duerson. Those four players 
have missed a total of just five games in 
four seasons. Covert and Gault have played 
in two straight Pro Bowls. 


4|}4/ 0/13) 7 |*2 


“Includes RB Gary Worthy (11th), who will 
try out with Bills. 


Losing season in ‘86 can be traced partly 
to failure here. No. 1 DE Jim Jeffcoat, the 
23rd player selected, has been steady but 
not dominant. No. 2 LB Mike Walter was 
cut in the team’s 1984 training camp and 
is with the 49ers. No. 3 DL Bryan Caldwell 


_is out of football, 


‘Detroit 
Lions 


First round was lucky 13 for Lions, who got 
FB James Jones with that pick. He has 
been steady performer and has improved 
as pass-catcher. No. 2 OT Rich Strenger 
has played through knee problems, while 
No. 3 Mike Cofer found home at OLB for 
the entire ‘86 season. 


3|3|0|12|5|/0 


Grade: A. Bountiful first three rounds were 
supplemented by No. 4 G Tom Thayer, who 
has started after two years in the USFL, 
No. 8 DE Richard Dent and No. 8 OL Mark 
Bortz. Add to that free agent WR Dennis 
McKinnon, expected back after missing ‘86 
season with knee injury. 


Grade: C=. Aside from Jetfcoat, only other 
draftee on roster is No. 6 QB Reggie Collier, 
who was selected while already in USFL. 
It's still unknown whether he'll be quality 
NFL quarterback. One of better picks was 
No. 9 S Al Gross, but his performance has 
been with Cleveland. 

Grade: B. In addition to first three quality 
picks, Lions have received contributions 
from No. 5 S Demetrious Johnson and No. 
5 C Steve Mott. No, 4 LB August Curley 
was continually hampered by injuries and 
was cut in February, Undrafted free agent 
WR Jeff Chadwick was a find. 


Green Bay 
Packers 


This draft received devastating blow when 
No. 1 CB Tim Lewis was forced to retire 
during "86 season with neck injury. Lewis 
had been lone bright spot in draft. No. 2 OT 
Dave Drechsler lasted just two seasons and 
No. 3 pick was dealt to Houston for over- 
weight OT Angelo Fields. 


Los Angeles 
Rams 


Rams’ spot at top of NFL echelon is traced 
to trade which enabled them to pick RB 
Eric Dickerson with 2nd selection in draft. 
Rams gave just two No. 4 picks Lo move up 
one spot. No. 2 WR Henry Ellard is a 
game-breaker and No. 3 LB Mike Wilcher 
has big-play capabilities. 
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“Includes WR Byron Williams (10th), who 
will try out with Colts. 


Minnesota 
Vikings 


Vikings have gotten total package from 
No. 1 S Joey Browner, who made Pro Bowl 
last LWo years as special teams player. Has 
been steady in secondary. It is hoped No, 3 
LB Walker Lee Ashley is fully recovered 
from 1985 Achilles tendon surgery. No. 2 
was traded for NT Charlie Johnson. 


Grade: D. Only one player remains on ros- 
ter: No. 7 RB Jessie Clark, All players cho- 
sen played a total of 166 games in four 
seasons and just eight in ‘86. Lewis played 
three games before retiring and injuries to 
Clark limited him to five games and 41 
yards rushing. 


| Grade: A-. Fourth round turned out to be a 


good one after selection of Dickerson, El- 
lard and Wilcher. Vince Newsome has been 
on the verge of stardom and DE Doug Reed 
has finally started to develop. No. 4 K 
Chuck Nelson is with Minnesota and No. 6 
OT Gary Kowalski was dealt to Chargers. 


Sii*2 
Includes RB Mark Rush (4th), who will try 
out with Bills. 


Grade: C. The only help after first three 
rounds has been No. 7 CB Carl Lee. No. 4 
RB Mark Rush signed with the USFL and 
has never produced anywhere. No. 6 WR 
Mike Jones finally got opportunity last year 
—in New Orleans—after being traded by 
the Vikings. 


New Orleans 
Saints 


Draft picture is improved with realization 
that DE Bruce Clark was acquired from 
Green Bay for No. 1 pick. No. 2 OL Steve 
Korte and No. 3 TE John Tice have played, 
but not approached Pro Bow! level. No. 3 
RB Cliff Austin was released in 1984 and 
signed by Atlanta. 


New York 
Giants 


Three starters were acquired from four 
picks, No. 1 S Terry Kinard had 14 inter- 
ceptions in four seasons until knee surgery 
knocked him out late in ‘86. No. 2 DE 
Leonard Marshall anchors line and No. 3 
Karl Nelson is steady starter at right tack- 
le. No. 3 TE Jamie Williams is with Houston, 
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Grade: C. Then-coach Bum Phillips took the 
draft off after round four—titerally. Saints 
had only five total picks; only choice after 
fourth round was No. 8 DB David Green- 
wood, who was already in USFL. Phillips 
pate ae four picks to Patriots for a No. 

in ‘84. 


“Includes OL Kevin Beicher (6th), who will 
try out with Broncos. 


Grade: A. Late choices remained produc- 
tive with No. 7 CB Perry Williams, No. 8 LB 
Andy Headen, No. 9 K Ali Haji-Sheikh and 
No, 12 LB Robbie Jones. Haji-Sheikh had 
one good year and is now with Falcons. Still 
active are undrafted free agents, WR Phil 
McConkey and TE Zeke Mowatt. 


Philadelphia 
Eagles 


FB Michael Haddix has yet to justify his 
selection, eighth in the first round, over 
Detroit's James Jones. No. 2 Wes Hopkins 
Was super pick, but his career is threat- 
ened by 1986 knee surgery. No. 3 LB Jody 
Schulz came back from knee surgery, but 


St. Louis 
Cardinals 


San Francisco 
49ers 
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“Includes WR Glen Young (3rd), who will try 
out with Browns. 


from CB and is big hitter, but still commits 
too many needless penalties. No. 2 Cedric 
Mack has been shuttled back and forth be- 
tween cornerback and wide receiver in 
four seasons, and most recently was on de- 
fense trying to find consistency. 


Grade: C+. No. 5 DE Byron Darby is getting 
a look at TE on Coach Buddy Ryan's 
merry-go-round. Sometime contributors 
have been No. 8 LB Rich Kraynak and No. 
10 DE Tom Strauthers. Undrafted free 
agent help came from C Gerry Feehery and 
CB Elbert Foules. 


3 | 2 |*1/13) 3 /T3 
“Includes NT Ramsey Dardar (3rd), who will 


try out with Oilers. tIncludes LB Bob Harris 
(8th), who will try out with Chiefs, 


49ers’ No. 1 pick went to San Diego for 
DE Fred Dean, who helped but is no longer 
active. No. 2 RB Roger Craig was best pick 
in draft and went over 1,000 yards in rush- 
ing and receiving in 1985 and has caught 
173 passes in last two seasons. No. 3 Blan- 
chard Montgomery was washout, 
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Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


A draft to forget because No. 1 pick was 
traded on draft-day ‘82 so Bucs could se- 
lect DE Booker Reese on second round. 
Heads still are scratched over that one. No. 
2 C Randy Grimes has started for two sea- 
sons, while No. 3 CB Jeremiah Castille has 
been in and out of the lineup. 


Grade: C— Another weak draft. One of the 
best players, No. 4 CB Lionel Washington, 
was traded in March to the Raiders for a 
fifth-round pick. The only other draftee on 
the roster is DT Mark Duda, a steady play- 
er who has frequently been slowed by in- 
juries. 

Grade: B. Presence of Craig prevents lower 
grade, Took chance on No. 5 LB Riki Elli- 
son, who had horrible knee problems in col- 
lege, but has remained healthy. Same can’t 
be said for No. 11 OL Jesse Sapolu, who 
keeps hurting the same foot. No. 4S Tom 
Holmoe has also contributed. 
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‘Includes OT Ken Kaplan (6th), who will try 


out with Packers, and RB Weldon Ledbetter 
(7th), who will try out with Lions. 


Grade: C-. Franchise’s demise continued 
here, with no player selected after second 
round remaining on roster, Some, like No. 
4 OT Kelly Thomas, No. 6 OT Ken Ka- 
plan and No. 11 TE Mark Witte, contrib- 
uted for a while but did not have ability to 
take more progress. 


Washington 
Redskins 


A rare No. 1 pick was parlayed into CB 
Darrell Green, a two-time Pro Bowler who 
had 14 interceptions in his career. Other 
top choice was No. 3 DE Charles Mann, 
who had 10 sacks and 16 “hurries” in ‘86. 
Sandwiched between them was disappoint- 
ing No. 2 RB Richard Williams. 
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Grade; B-. Grade could go higher if RB 
Kelvin Bryant makes bigger impact this 
season. He’s only draftee after third round 
on roster, and was taken in round seven 
because he'd already signed with USFL. 
Has added 14 pounds of muscle and hopes 
to avoid injuries. 


American Football Conference 


Buffalo 
Bills 


Cincinnati 
Bengals 


Only the signing last summer of QB Jim 
Kelly saves this draft. TE Tony Hunter, 
picked with the 12th selection of the first 
round, was traded to the Rams in 1985 for 
QB Vince Ferragamo and a No. 3 pick. 
Darryl Talley (3rd) started all 16 games in 
1986, shuttling between right and left OLB. 


oS DRAFT SUMMARY 


Grade: C-. This was the first draft after 
the abrupt departure of Coach Chuck Knox 
after the 1982 season, and the results re- 
flect the chaos evident in the ensuing 
years. No, 3 LB Trey Junkin was cut and is 
now with the Raiders as a tight end. Kelly 
keeps it from being a total failure. 


No. 1 C Dave Rimington has been worth the 
investment but elbow problems could slow 
him in ‘87. No. 2 DB Ray Horton plays 
mainly as a nickel back and has not been 
able to be a consistent starter. No. 3 DB 
Jimmy Turner was waived early in the ‘86 
season and signed by the Atlanta Falcons. 
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“Includes QB Jeff Christensen (5th), who will 
try out with Broncos, 


Grade: B+. Seven of 13 picks are on the 
roster, including some impressive late- 
rolind choices. No. 10 NT Tim Krumrie has 
played at a Pro Bowl level and No. 6 FB 
Larry Kinnebrew is awesome when healthy. 
No. 6 LB Kiki DeAyala, who signed with the 
USFL, might be ready to make an impact. 


Cleveland 
Browns 


Almost a washout in first three rounds. No. 
1 pick had been traded to Bills for LB Tom 
Cousineau, now with 49ers. No. 2 WR Ron 
Brown sat out rookie season waiting for 
Olympics and was traded before '84 draft 
to the Rams. No. 3 DE Reggie Camp has 
been steady, if unspectacular, 


2/1 


1/11/3/3. 


Grade; C. Lack of impact from first five 
rounds makes this draft suspect, Only three 
of 11 choices are on roster, although three 
players—Brown, No. 5 OT Bill Contz and 
No, 11 RB Boyce Green—are with other 
clubs. Good picks were No. 6 NT Dave Puz- 
zuoli and No. 12 OL Paul Farren, a starter- 


Denver | 
Broncos 


Broncos made draft by acquiring QB John 
Elway from Colts one week after selecting 
OL Chris Hinton with fourth pick in round. 
No. 2 OL Mark Cooper has been bothered 
often by injuries, while No, 3 WR Clint 
Sampson hasn't cracked the starting lineup 


and could be traded. 
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Grade: B+. Counting the deal for Elway, any 
draft which produces a franchise quarter- 
back is a good one. It also produced 
Elway’s backup, No. 8 Gary Kubiak. Making 
it even better is All-Pro LB Karl Mecklen- 
burg, drafted on the 12th round as the 
310th player selected, 


Oilers have received only average results 
from six picks. They passed up chance at 
RBs Eric Dickerson and Curt Warner to 
trade down and get OL Bruce Matthews, 
No. 2 OT Harvey Salem was dealt to De- 
troit, Others on team are DBs Keith Bostic 
and Steve Brown and TE Chris Dressel. 


Indianapolis 
Colts 


Kansas City 
Chiefs 


Colts let franchise quarterback get away, 
taking John Elway with first pick in draft. 
However, OL Chris Hinton, acquired in deal 
with Denver, has played at All-Pro level, 
No. 2 LB Vernon Maxwell is now with Lions, 
while No. 3 DL George Achica played just 
four games after signing with the USFL. 
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“Includes LB Tim Joiner (3rd), who'll try out 
with Broncos. tIncludes TE Mike McCloskey 
(4th), who'll try out with Raiders, and WR 
Herkie Walls (7th), who'll try out with Bucs. 
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“Includes OT Grant Feasel (6th), who will try 
out with Seahawks. 


Quality arrived in first three picks, but No. 

QB Todd Blackledge, seventh pick in 
draft, has yet to establish himself, No. 2 
OT Dave Lutz has been bothered by knee 
problems, while No. 3 CB Albert Lewis has 
become one of the team’s dominant defen- 
sive players. 


Grade: C+. Should have been better with 
total picks, but no one after third round is 
on roster. Four draftees, including Salem, 
finished the ‘86 season on rosters of other 
teams: No. 4 CB Greg Hill (Chiefs), No. 5 
FB Larry Moriarty (traded to Chiefs) and 
No. 5 DE Jerome Foster (Jets). 


Grade: D— Only presence of Hinton in three 
of possible four Pro Bowls keeps this draft 
from being total failure. Fitting that it was 
last draft for Colts in Baltimore. Hinton is 
only draftee on roster. No. 7 RB Alvin 
Moore was traded for WR Robbie Martin, 
who is expected to retire. 


3/3) 0/13) 4 |*2 
“Includes OL Adam Lingner (9th), who will 
try out with Broncos, 


Grade: B-. Extra credit given for creativity 
in using No. 8 choice for OT Irv Eatman, 
who had already signed with the USFL, and 
signing of undrafted free agent WR Ste- 
phone Paige. However, Eatman and top 
three picks are only ones still on roster. No. 
5 P Jim Arnold now with Lions. 


Los Angeles 
Raiders 


No. 2 NT Bill Pickel turned out to be one of 
the draft’s best picks and is only Raiders 
player to reach at least 10 sacks in last 
three seasons. No, 1 Don Mosebar, con- 
verted to center, played in the Pro Bowl 
after the '86 season and should anchor the 
line for years Lo come. 
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Miami 
Dolphins 


“Tt’s been said so many times, but it’s clear 


QB Dan Marino was the steal of the '83 
draft after being picked 27th in the first 
round and after five other quarterbacks. 
No. 2 NT Mike Charles has been an enigma, 
but can be dominant when his mind is in the 
right place. 
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Grade: B+. Will go up to an “A” if No. 10 
WR Mervyn Fernandez comes through this 
season in NFL debut. Fernandez was 
drafted while already playing in Canadian 
Football League, Other solid choices were 
No. 4 DE Greg Townsend and No. 5 WR 
Dokie Williams. o 

Grade: A. Five picks still on team including 
Marino, No. 6 P Reggie Roby and No. 8 WR 
Mark Clayton. No. 9 LB Mark Brown has 
contributed. No, 12 WR Anthony Carter 
had signed with USFL and was traded to 
Minnesota for LB Robin Sendlein and No. 2 
pick used to obtain LB Hugh Green, 


New England 
Patriots 


Quarterback of the future in No. 1 Tony 
Eason and offense further upgraded in 
third round. WR Stephen Starring turned 
out to be better choice than No. 2 WR 
Darryal Wilson, while OT Steve Moore had 
been consistent until broken leg knocked 
him out of '86 season in November. 
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Grade: A. Nine picks on roster plus un- 
drafted free agent LB Ed Reynolds. Three 
were already in USFL: No. 7 RB Craig 
James, No. 9 TE Mark Keel and No. 10 QB 
Tom Ramsey. No. 8 CB Ronnie Lippett and 
No. 10 DE Toby Williams are starters. No. 
4 LB Johnny Rembert plays often. 


New York 
Jets 


Stunning selection of QB Ken O'Brien with 
24th choice in first round, but he’s justified 
pick. No. 2 RB Johnny Hector has been 
ready when frequent injuries sidelined 
Freeman McNeil. No. 3 WR JoJo Townsell 
signed first with USFL, and now is versatile 
role player. 
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Grade: B. O'Brien and Hector were good 
choices, but no one from rounds 4-8 is on 
roster. No, 9 CB Bobby Humphery has been 
excellent kick returner and played more in 
‘86 after being switched from wide receiv- 
er. No. 8 DB Davlin Mullen was cut last 
October. No. 10 OL Dan Fike with Browns. 


Pittsburgh 
Steelers 


One look here shows why Steelers made 
changes in personnel department. They 
can’t be faulted for car accident that 
paralyzed No, 1 DT Gabe Rivera, but No. 2 
WR Wayne Capers and No. 3 LB Todd 
Seabaugh were reaches, Steelers received 
49 total games from those three players. 
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Grade: D. Presence of undrafled free 
agents, CB Harvey Clayton and OT Pete 
Rostosky, keeps the red pencil from mark- 
ing F. No. 6 S Eric Williams is only draftee 
on team. In four years, Steelers got 182 
total games from draft class, and 80 came 
in first season. 


San Diego 
Chargers 


All three premium picks were in first round: 
LB Billy Ray Smith (5th), RB Gary Ander- 
son (20th) and CB Gill Byrd (22nd), Ander- 
son signed to play in the USFL, but is now 
with the Chargers, exhibiting versatility in 
all phases of the offense. Smith and Byrd 
have been steady starters. 
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“Includes NT Bill Elko (7th), who will try out 
with Colts, and QB Bruce Mathison (10th), 
who will try out with Raiders. 


Grade: B+. Solid contributions from seven 
players. After round one there’s No. 4 CB 
Danny Walters, No. 6 WR Trumaine John- 
son and No, 11 FB Tim Spencer, both of 
whom signed first with the USFL, and No. 
12 NT Chuck Ehin. No. 8 RB Earnest Jack- 
son is with the Steelers. 


Seattle 
Seahawks 


Seahawks traded 2nd- and 3rd-round 
picks and switched first-round positions 
with Houston Lo move up and take RB Curt 
Warner. They've never regretted that de- 
cision. He's scored 34 TDs and rushed for 
over 4,000 yards in three seasons. Missed 
all but one game in ‘84 with knee injury. 


NFL TOTALS 84 59 
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14 335 112 53 


Grade; B-, Warner is a franchise back, but 
little else was added, He was only choice in 
first four rounds. The only other draftee 
still on Leam is No. 7 LB Sam Merriman, 
although undrafted free agent S Paul 
Moyer plays regularly. No. 9 DT Bob Clasby 
is with St. Louis. 


C- ‘ Football Focus 
aa = 
By HOWARD BALZER 
Hold That Ball 


The clamor was evident after the Denver Broncos lost Super 
Bowl XXI to the New York Giants. The Broncos need a running 
back, fans said. Cited as evidence was Denver's journey to the 
Giants’ l-yard line for a first down and the three passing plays that 
followed. Denver came up empty. 

It turns out that a running back already on the Broncos’ roster 
rated as the NFL back most likely to hang onto the football last 
season. Sammy Winder, who rushed for 789 yards, fumbled just 
twice all year. Winder handled the ball 266 times, including rush- 
ing and receiving plays, meaning his ratio of fumbles was one for 
every 133 attempts. 

The Cincinnati Bengals’ versatile James Brooks also fumbled 
only twice in 1986. His ratio (129.5) is lower, however, because he 
handled the ball seven times fewer than Winder. Winder has fum- 
bled just 19 times in his career on 1,133 attempts for a 59.6 ratio, 
one of the better marks in the league. 

The accompanying chart shows the ratio of attempts per fumble 
for every player with more than 200 attempts in 1986. Attempts 
include rushes, receptions and kick returns. Fumbles are not re- 
stricted to turnovers. 

Oddly, some of the prdven sure-handed players suffered poor 
seasons in 1986. 

The Atlanta Falcons’ Gerald Riggs did not fumble in 430 at- 
tempts in 1985 and kept his streak intact until] early in the ’86 
season. Once he fumbled for the first time, the gates opened. Riggs 
finished with six fumbles in 367 attempts, still a respectable 61.2 
ratio. 

Marcus Allen of the Los Angeles Raiders had a superb season in 
1985 with only three fumbles in 447 attempts. However, an ankle 
injury nagged him throughout 1986 and he fumbled seven times in 
254 attempts. His rushing yardage declined from a league-high 
1,759 in 1985 to just 759 last season. 

Tampa Bay’s James Wilder, also bothered by injuries, had the 
worst ratio of any runner last season with 10 fumbles in 233 at- 
tempts. The Buffalo Bills’ Robb Riddick, who surprised many with 
his production, did not fare well in the fumble department as he 
dropped the ball eight times in just 207 attempts. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers’ Earnest Jackson, criticized by Eagles 
Coach Buddy Ryan before being cut, has consistently held onto the 
ball. Jackson fumbled just three times in 233 attempts in 1986 and 
has fumbled only 10 times in his career in 888 attempts. That 88.8 
ratio is the best among active players who had at least 200 at- 
tempts last season. 


—1986 Season— —NFL Career— 
Att. Fum. Ratio Att. Fum. Ratio 
133.0 1133 19 59.6 


Sammy Winder, Denver -.........--...000- 266 
James Brooks, Cincinnati 5 

Darrin Nelson, Minnesota... 
Rueben Mayes, New Orleans ... 
Earnest Jackson, Pittsburgh... 
Roger Craig, San Francisco..... 
Walter Abercrombie, Pittsburgh 
Lorenzo Hampton, Miami 
Gerald Riggs, Atlanta...... 
Joe Morris, New York Giants.. 
Curt Warner, Seattle....... 
Walter Payton, Chicago... 
Tony Collins, New England... 
Stump Mitchell, St. Louis... 


Gary Anderson, San Diego... 256 51.2 420 10 42.0 
James Jones, Detroit....... 306 51.0 990 23 43.0 
Herschel Walker, Dallas... 227 45.4 227 5 454 
Randy McMillan, Indianapolis .. 223 44.6 1154 13 «888 
George Rogers, Washington 306 437 1580 43 367 
Tony Dorsett, Dallas... 209 41.8 2988 81 369 


Mike Rozier, Houston... 
Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders... 
Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams... 
Kevin Mack, Cleveland ..... 
Freeman McNeil, N.Y. Jets. 
Robb Riddick, Buffalo...... 
James Wilder, Tampa Bay... 
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Among premier runners, the Los Angeles Rams’ Eric Dickerson 
remains the player most likely to fumble. Dickerson, who has fum- 
bled a total of five times in the Rams’ last two playoff losses, 
dropped the ball 12 times during the ‘86 regular season. In his 
four-year career, Dickerson has yet to fumble fewer than 10 times 
in a season. His 49 career fumbles give him a 32.3 ratio, the worst 
among players with 200 attempts last year. 


Hold That Ball, Il 


Taking the fumble case one step further, several National Foot- 
ball League teams have devised a method to better rate the yard- 
age a running back gains in relation to the ground lost by fumbles. 

The rating maintains that every time a player fumbles, it costs 
the team 50 yards. The rating doesn’t consider whether a fumble is 
recovered by the offense because the runner normally is not in- 
volved in the act of recovery. The adjusted yardage total reflects 
the back’s net rushing productivity. 

The following chart shows the top running backs in 1986 and 
their Lotal rushing yardage. That is followed by fumbles, the penal- 
ty yards assessed (50 for each fumble) and the adjusted total. 

Suddenly, the awesome totals of Dickerson are put in perspec- 
tive. With 1,821 yards, Dickerson outdistanced the New York 
Giants’ Joe Morris by more than 300 yards. Morris, however, fum- 
bled half as many times as Dickerson, and the adjusted total 
leaves Morris only five yards behind. 


Adj. 

Yards Fum. Pen Total 

Eric Dickerson, LA. Rams..........ecs:ssessseesreeenn 1821 12 600 1221 
Joe Morris, N.Y. Giants.. 1516 6 300 1216 
Curt Warner, Seattle......... 1481 6 300 1181 
Rueben Mayes, New Orleans . 1353 4 200 1153 
Walter Payton, Chicago..... 1333 6 300 1033 
Gerald Riggs, Atlanta... 1327 6 300 1027 
James Brooks, Cincinnati... 1087 2 100 987 
George Rogers, Washington.. 1203 7 350 853 
Earnest Jackson, Pittsburgh. 910 3 150 760 
Sammy Winder, Denver ..... 789 2 100 689 
Darrin Nelson, Minnesota....... 793 3 150 643 
Walter Abercrombie, Pittsburgh... 877 4 200 677 
Roger Craig, San Francisco... 830 4 200 630 
Lorenzo Hampton, Miami 830 4 200 630 
James Jones, Detroit... 903 6 300 603 
Stump Mitchell, St. Louis... 800 a 200 600 
Tony Dorsett, Dallas.......... 748 5 250 498 
Freeman McNeil, N.Y. Jets 856 8 400 456 
Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders... 759 7 350 409 


The Rating Game 

The growth of professional] football in recent years can be 
traced to a newly found interest in statistics. Controversy has 
swelled over the NFL’s passer rating system. Inconsistencies are 
cited in many areas. But the complexities of football make it diffi- 
cult to quantify. 

All batters and pitchers in baseball have the same statistics. The 
same is true for basketball and hockey. But football is the only 
major team sport with different players on offense and defense. 
Thus, different statistics are used for each position. 

Some people argue that wide receivers should be judged on a 
system similar to the quarterbacks’. Others say a quarterback 
should not receive credit for yardage gained by a receiver after 
the reception. 

But one of thé biggest areas of controversy is the league’s week- 
ly ranking of the teams’ offensive and defensive units. Each team 
is accorded a rank in rushing, passing and overall offense and 
defense. How many times have you heard an announcer say that a 
certain team has the league’s third-best passing defense but then 
fail to mention that the same team is near the bottom in rushing 
defense? No need to pass if the other team can run at will. 

In other instances, a team can be strong in either rushing or 
passing but weak in the other area. The combined rating, based 
only on total yardage, yields a misleading ranking. 

Bob Oates of the Los Angeles Times decided to do something 
about it. The accompanying charts show his re-evaluations. While 
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Denver running back Sammy Winder fumbled only two 
times on 266 rushing attempts in 1986. 


still using the basic ranking method used by the NFL, one variable 
is added: points scored or allowed. 

By combining point totals with rushing and passing, the rating 
determines a truer sense of a unit's accomplishments. In the chart, 
each team is ranked from 1 (worst) to 28 (best) in each category. 
The three numbers are totaled to yield a rating based on a maxi- 
mum of 84 points. The percentage is based on the 84-point scale. 

The inclusion of scoring makes for some interesting rankings. 
The New York Giants, for example, were perceived to be a team 
that revolved around its defense. That’s true, with the Giants rank- 
ing second behind Chicago in both the NFL system and the revised 
one. On offense, however, things change. The Giants ranked 10th 
offensively in the NFL system, but jumped to fifth in this study. 

Of course, it can be argued that points eventually scored often 
are the product of a good defense: the defense sets them up and 
the offense gets credit. 

A good example of misleading defensive statistics concerns St. 
Louis. The Cardinals ranked first in the league in 1986 in fewest 
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passing yards allowed and 25th in rushing defense. When all yards 
were combined, the St. Louis defense ranked fourth. Throw in 
points allowed, where the Cardinals ranked 21st, and the story 
changes. By combining the three categories, St. Louis ranked 19th 
in the league. 

Going one step further, combine the rating points for offense 
and defense to get a total. Chicago was tops at 135, followed by San 
Francisco (132), the Giants (121), Minnesota (118), Cincinnati 
(111), Denver (104), the Rams (102), New England (100), Washing- 
ton (99) and Seattle (98). All of those teams had winning records in 
1986. The lowest total for a team with a winning record was the 
Jets, with 80, the 15th lowest total in the league. 


OFFENSE 
Ranking Most Pts Most Yds Most Yds Rating Offense 
Team Scored Rushing Passing Pts Rating 
1. Cincinnati 26 27 26 (79) 940 
2. San Francisco.. 22 19 27 (68) 809 
3. Minnesota. 25 13 24 (62) 738 
4. Mianii........ 28 4 28 (60) 714 
5. N.Y. Giants 21 23 12 (56) 666 
6. Washington... . 20 12 23 (55) 654 
7. Seattle ......... e yAdo 24 11 (54) 642 
8. New England : 27 1 25 (53) 631 
9. Chicago..... 16 28 9 (53) 631 
10. Cleveland. 24 vi 21 (52) 619 
11. Denver.. 23 9 19 (51) 607 
12. Dallas... 15 18 17 (50) 595 
13.N.Y. Jets 18 11 20 (49) 583 
14. L.A. Raiders 13 16 18 (47) 559 
15. San Diego 14 5 22 (41) 488 
16. Atlanta 8 26 4 (38) 452 
17. L.A. Rams 12 25 1 (38) 452 
18. Pittsburgh ... 11 22 5 (38) 452 
19. New Orleans 10 21 6 (37) 440 
20. Houston... 6 10 16 (32) 381 
21. Buffalo .... 9 8 14 (31) 369 
22. Detroit .... 14 10 (31) 369 
23. Philadelphia . 5 20 3 (28) 333 
24. Kansas City. 17 2 8 (27) 321 
25. Green Bay ... 4 6 15 (25) 298 
26. St. Louis...... 1 15 7 (23) 274 
27. Tampa Bay.. 3 17 2 (22) 262 
28. Indianapolis 2 3 13 (18) 214 


KEY: Teams scoring the most points during the 16-game regular season—or 
gaining the most yards rushing or passing—are assigned the most rating points. The 
best possible rating would be 28-28-28 (84). The worst would be 1-1-1 (3). 

NOTE: At right, each team’s total rating points are translated to a percentage 
based on a top possible rating percentage of 1.000. 


DEFENSE 
Ranking Few Pts Few Yds Few Yds Rating Defense 
Team Allowed Rushing Passing Pts Rating 
BES CilatOcerenrcecsetrorsequcoree 28 27 27 (82) 976 
2. N.Y. Giants.. e 27 28 10 (65) 774 
3. L.A. Rams ... 25 21 18 (64) 762 
4. San Francisco. 26 26 12 (64) 762 
5. Atlanta........ 23 13 22 (58) 690 
6. Minnesota.... 24 16 16 (56) .667 
7. New Orleans 22 25 (55) 655 
8. Denver......... 16 24 13 (53) 631 
9. Kansas City. 15 18 17 (50) 595 
10. L.A. Raiders... 10 19 20 (49) 583 
11. New England... 19 23 (47) 559 
12. Seattle......... 21 17 6 (44) 524 
13. Washington . 20 15 9 (44) 524 
14. Cleveland. 18 11 14 (43) 512 
15. Dallas... 11 6 26 (43) 512 
16. Houston... 13 9 21 (43) 512 
17. Detroit .... 14 =: 25 (42) 500 
18. Philadelphia . 17 10 15 (42) 500 
19. St. Louis....... 8 4 28 (40) 476 
20. Pittsburgh... 12 14 ll (37) 440 
21. Green Bay... 2 8 24 (34) 405 
22. Cincinnati. 6 7 19 (32) 381 
23. Buffalo 9 20 2 (31) 369 
24.N.Y. Jets. iz; 23 1 (31) 369 
25. San Diego.... ‘s 22 4 (31) 369 
26. Indianapolis . 4 12 cy (19) .226 
27. Miani....... ¥ 2 7 (12) 143 
28. Tampa Bay..........sesscsesscsseseees 1 1 5 CZ) .083 


KEY: Teams allowing the fewest points during the 16-game regular season—or 
allowing the fewest yards rushing or passing—are assigned the most rating points. 
The best possible rating would be 28-28-28 (84). The worst would be 1-1-1 (3). 

NOTE: At right, each team’s total defensive rating points are translated to a 
percentage based ona top possible rating of 1.000. 
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Team Rushing 


2 ——————————— ee eee ——— eee 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
a 
Att Yards Avg Long TDs. Att Yards Avg. Long TDs 
606 2700 45 t75 21 Cincinnati... 521 2533 4.9 t61 
578 2524 44 48 12 Seattle...... 513 2300 4.5 t60 15 
578 2457 4.3 t42 16 Pittsburgh. 564 2223 3.9 45 18 
‘ 558 2245 4.0 54 18 L.A. Raiders.. 475 1790 3.8 t28 6 
New Orleans... 505 2074 4.1 50 15 N.Y. Jets... 490 1729 3.5 41 16 
Philadelphia... 499 2002 4.0 50 8 Houston, 490 1700 3.5 t43 13 
San Francisco 510 1986 3.9 t29 16 Denver... 455 1678 3.7 42 17 
Dallas.......... 447 1969 44 t84 21 Buffalo .. 419 1654 3.9 42 9 
Tampa Bay 455 1863 4.1 t59 12 Cleveland... 470 1650 3.5 47 20 
St. Louis... 419 1787 43 44 8 San Diego.. 471 1576 3.3 24 19 
Detroit....... 470 1771 3.8 t60 13 Miamii......... 349 1545 4.4 154 9 
Minnesota .. 461 1738 3.8 60 14 Indianapolis... - 407 1491 37 t70 10 
Washington we 474 1732 37 42 23 Kansas City... . 432 1468 3.4 40 10 
Green Bay ......ccceecseeee in 0424 1614 3.8 50 8 New England .........ssessessessseseseses 469 1373 29 31 10 
Conference Total. 6984 28462 a... (84 205 Conference Total............. 6525524710.) 6s: t70 196 
Conference Average........ 498.9 2033.0 41 14.6 . 466.1 1765.0 cp ee wee 14.0 
League Total ...........sc0 13509 53172 482.5 1899.0 3.9 14.3 


Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
NFC Galbreath, Giants........ 16 61 38 10 0 DEBErG, T.Beescinnee 2 1 05 t1 1 
nos Collier, Dail... fa ib 53 88 21 O Hostetler, Gia 1 Ly MiG 1 0 
Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Stoudt, St.b... 7 5S WOntte a Austin, St.L. . 1 0 00 O 0 
fF DICKERSON, Rams... 404 1821 4.5 t42 11 Kemp, SF... 15, 49° 333° 220 1 0 00 oO O 
Morris, Giants 44 54 14 Kramer, Minn.. 23 AS S20 135" TI 1 0 00 oO 0 
Mayes, N.O.. 47 50 8 Schroeder, Wash 36 4? 623520" 1 2 0 00 oO 0 
Payton, Chi.. 42 41 8 Coleman, Minn. ... 2 46 230 30 O 1 0 0.0 0 oO 
— Riggs, Atl... = A eT Everett, Rams 16 46 29 14 1 1 0 00 O 0 
Rogers, Wash. 4.0 42 18 Hipple, Det...... 16 46 29 13 0 1 ae a) 
& Jones, Det... 36 39° 8 Cherry, S.F. 11 42 38 10 O 1 —1-10 —1 0 
Craig, S.F.... 41 25 7 Clark, G.B.... 18 41 23 9° °0 1 —3—3.0 —3 0 
Mitchell, St.L.. 46 44 5 Wright, G.B. 18 Al 2.38: FT 2 —4-—2.0 —1 0 
: D. Nelson, Minn... 191 793 42 42 4 Montana, S.F.. 17 38. (2217.6 1 —5—50 —5 0 
Dorsett, Dall... 184 748 41 33 5 Flutie, Chi... 9 36 40 19 1 1 -—6-60 —6 0 
Walker, Dall... 151 737 4.9 184 12 Jaworski, Phil. 138) 33-925 “1000 1 —8-—80 —8 0O 
Wilder, T.B. 190 704 37 t45 2 Fuller, Chi... 8 30 38 10 O 1 —11 —11—11 0 
” James, Det.. 159 688 43 160 3 Gray, N.0O......... 6 23 S84 37T 0 1 —13 —13—1 0 
Cribbs, S.F.. 152 590 39 19 5 B. Johnson, Giants... 2 28 14.0 22 0 Ellard, Rams .. 1 —15 —15—15 0 
| Byars, Phil... Bt STL. 3.3) 23241 Monk, Wash........ 4 27 68 21 0 
aul Ferrell, St.L.... 124 548 44 25 0O Cavanaugh, Phi 9 26 29 11 0 
Cunningham, Phil. 66 540 82 20 5 J. Ferguson, Det. 5 25. 50:24) 10 AFC 
is Davis, G.B. cos 1144 519 46 50 0 very, G.B..-.. 4 25 63 15 0 
7 Redden, Rams. 110 467 42 t41 4 B. Johnson, Atl. .. 6 25 42 10 +0 
Hilliard, N.O..... el 7425) 35 F365 Manuel, Giants 1 25 © 25:0. :25¢ 40 Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
Young, T.B...... 74 #425 57 31 5 Hunter, Det. 3) yar" 75. IS. .0 WARNER, Sea . 319 1481 46 160 13 
Anderson, Minn... 83 347 42 29 2 Moroski, S.F 6 225 "Sl ES) ST Brooks, Cin : 53. (56. 5 
Ellis, G.B.......... 84 345 41 24 2 S. Williams, De 13 22 iL 5 2 Jackson, Pitt 42,31 5 
© Wonsley, T.B... 73 «4339 46 t59 #3 Whisenhunt, At 1 20 20.0 20 O Abercrombie, P 41 138 6 
Carruth, G.B 81 308 38 42 2 Clack, Dall... a 19: 65 38.00 McNeil, Jets.... 40 40 5 
© Archer, Att.. 52 298 57 22 0 Rutledge, Gi 3 19 63 18 0 Hampton, Mia. 45 154 9 
Ellerson, G.B... 90 287 32 18 3 Stanley, G.B. 1 1919.0 19 O Winder, Den. a3 31 9 
Springs, T.B 74 #285 3.9 40 O D. Wilson, N.O. 14 1H 5 sigh Tae 72 Allen, Raiders.. 3.6 128 5 
Toney, Phil.. 69 285 41 43 1 Way. Wilson, M 10 19 #19 6 0 Mack, Clev... 38 20 10 
Austin, Atl... 62 280 45 22 4 Wolfley, St.L.. 8 19 24 8 0 Rozier, Hou. . 33 t19 4 
bs well Haddix, Phil 79 276 35 18 O  Epps,GB... 4 18 45 20 0 _ Riddick, Buff 42 141 4 
Suhey, Chi. .. SF 1270, S271" 2 K. Williams, 3 18 6.0 8 0 McMillan, Ind... 3,2: 26". 3 
Carthon, Giant 72 260 36 12 O Del Rio, N.O. ... 1 16 160 16 O Hector, Jets .... 37 41 8 
Bryant, Wash.. 69 258 3.7 t22 4 D. White, Da 8 16 *2.0° 510% 41 Williams, Sea. .. 42 36 0O 
Pelluer, Dall... 4% 255 62,21 2 Hebert, N.0. 5 14 28 7 O McCallum, Raid 38 18 1 
Brown, Minn... 63 251 40 60 4 Jones, Minn. 1 14 140 14 0 Dickey, Clev..... 135, 523 OP aT wo 
Anderson, St.L.-Giants 75 237 32 16 3 Carter, Minn a! 12 120 12 0 Kinnebrew, Cin. 131 519 40 39 8 
Sanders, Chi... 27 224 83 t75 5 Matthews, Atl. ee 12 12.0 12 O Pruitt, K.C. ...... 139 446 32 16 2 
Thomas, Chi. ... 56 224 40 23 0 Schonert, Atl La Te at 7 Anderson, S.D.. AZT t4N2 39 AP Ol 
Rice, Minn. .. 73 220 3.0 19 2 Fusina, G.B.. 7 > UR A) C. James, N.E.. 154 427 28 16 4 
Stamps, Atl. 30 220 73 48 O Sherrard, Da 2 IL» 5S 8 0 Collins, N.E... 156 412 26 JT 3 
Andrews, Atl... 52 214) 42 113. “2 Cosbie, Dall. 1 9 OD. wate 0 Wilson, Cin 68 379 56 (58 8 
Jordan, N.O..... 68 207 30 10° 4 Wade Wilson 13 9 O07 33. 2 Bell, Buff....... 90 377 42 42 4 
Griffin, Wash... 62 197 3)2 12 0D Clark, Atl..... 2 8 40 6 0 Adams, S.D.. 118 366 3.1 22 4 
Rouson, Giants... 54 A279 33) h27/ 2 M. Waters, 5 8, '2:6'6 45) a0 Willhite, Den. 85 365 43 42 5 
Tautalatasi, Phil. 51 163 32 50 0 Campbell, Atl 1 ADL: SA UD Bentley, Ind... 73 «#6351 48 t70 3 
McMahon, Chi. Zea 152) -&9) 25, 72 Franklin, T.B 7 VY Ne 4 0 Spencer, S.D. .. 994 350° 13:5: 523 6, 
Lomax, St.L.... 35 148 42 18 1 Jones, Atl. 1 7. 20° We Davenport, Mia. 75+ 31d: 42-35) 1'@ 
Anderson, Chi.. 35 146 42 23 O Bailey, Atl 1 6 60 6 O Green, K.C... Mier Sia. BHr2k 3 
Rathman, S.F. 33 138 #42 129 #1 Edwards, 1 6 60 6 0 Heard, K.C.... PL "298. 6:42 GO" 42 
Tyler, S.F.... SL) (127 el 14) TD K. Jackson, 1 6 60 6 0 Byner, Clev We Taek PIL She v2 
White, Rams Ze ‘126 5.:4./39'.0 Lavette, Dall 10 6 06 5 0 Elway, Den a2 297 AD 2a" 1. 
Tomcezak, Chi.. 2s “VF 57) 416. & Brown, Rams 4 SB» 41. dhe 0 Moriarty, Hou. BG, 125X 2:8 21 a 
Howard, T.B. .. 30 130, 37 16 2 Dils, Rams 10 5: 1035) “Sito Hawkins, Raiders . 58 245) AZ 15-0 
Newsome, Dall. 34 (IG) (3) 13° 02 Fowler, Da 6 5 ORB. (sO i 54 238 44 t32 3 
Gentry, Chi.. 1d 103 9.4 29 1 House, T.B 2 5° 25 4 0 53 228 43 18 1 
Crawford, Phil. 28 et Ie Se Ve Marsh, St. 4 5 5.0 5 0 39 226 58 34 0 
Gault, Chi..... 8 79.°99 33 10 Ring, S.F. 3 443 4 0 Vee 225. (25 TA -2 
Harmon, S.F Ce Pe AO 15 8 ie Allen, T. 1 aD ee: iD 51 224 44 24 0 
Moore, Det 19 73 38 #18 #O Baker, Atl 1 a 30, 3 6(«O0 i 52, 218 42 19 3 
Rice, S.F 10 42) %2 118 Db Bartkowski, 6 a O05 U0 Wonsley, Ind. 60 214 36 46 1 
Simms, Giants. 43 ge Uy ie tO | Carpenter, Rams. 2 3. 25) 73,70 Nathan, Mia we eo 208" 97-5." .20'¢ 10 
Dixon, Atl... eh 67 61 23 O Miller, Giants... 1 5.30) 3 A'0 Kelly, Buff ~ 41 199 49 20 0 
Sikahema, St.L............ 16 62 39° 23. 0 Guman, Rams... 2 2. 10 3 0 McGee, S.D...........:c00- 63 187 30 20 7 
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RUSHING—Continued T eam Pp as sin g 


Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng, TD. 
Harmon, Buff... Sa 72: | 22 38) 10 
W072, 2413.1 NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
a2 170 40 17 1 
i Tkd.- Ava. 
ag ae se e 4 Pct. — Gross Yds. Net Yds. Yds. 
38 156 41 18 O Atts. Com. Com. Yards Lost Yards Att. Com. TDs. Lng, 
i9 149 78 149 #1 San Francisco 582 353 60.7 4299 26—203 409% 7.39 1218 21 t66 
9 148 164 143 1 Minnesota 519 290 55.9 4185  44—272 3913 8.06 1443 31 t76 
ie 4a 146 33 23 «1 Washington 542 276 50.9 4109 28—240 3869 7.58 1489 22 t71 
Sewell, Den.. 33 419%, 16.3, 15.7 Dallas 547 319 583 4003 60—498 3505 7.32 1255 21 t84 
Krieg, Sea 35 122 35 19 1 Green Bay 565 305 54.0 3708  37—261 3447 656 1216 18 62 
Paige, Jets... 47 109 23 9 2 N.Y. Giants 472 260 55.1 3500 46—367 3133 7.42 13.46 22 49 
Malone, Pitt. 31 107 35 45 5 Detroit 500 286 57.2 3107 39—323 2784 621 10.86 18 73 
Fontenot, Clev. 25 105 42 16 1 Chicago 415 208 50.1 2912 24-153 2759 7.02 14.00 12 85 
Moore Buff. 33 “De 2" TH OT St. Louis 516 293 568 3140 59—424 2716 6.09 10.72 17 +48 
Lang, Den, 29 «(O94 32 14 1 New Orleans 425 232 54.6 2893 27—225 2668 681 12.47 13 84 
Hayes, Cin 3 92 30.7 t61 1 Atlanta 452 246 544 3046 56—464 2582 674 1238 14 65 
Pollard, Pitt. 24 «486 36 «12 «20 Philadelphia 514 268 52.1 3248 104-708 2540 632 1212 19 175 
Banks Hous 29 B0 28 #9 «+O Tampa Bay 459 245 53.4 2892 56-394 2498 630 11.80 13 46 
Fryar, NE... 4 80 200 31 0 L.A. Rams 403 194 481 2380 27—184 219% 5.91 12.27 15 t65 
Bligen, Jets. 20 65 33 10 1 Conf. Total 6911 3775 ene 47422 633—49716 42706 reer sere 256 «8 
Blackledge, K.C. . 23 60 26 14 O Conf. Avg. 493.6 269.6 54.6 3387.3 45.2—336.9 3050.4 686 1256183 ... 
Woolfolk, How. 33 87 05 ‘Is 0 
oolfolk, Hou. R 
Jennings, Cin 16 54 34 10 1 AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Strachan, Raiders .. 18 53 29 10 O 
Hilger, Raiders... 6 48 8.0 16 O Tkd- Avo. 
feet Kabiers is ys a + : Pct. Gross Yds. Net Yds. Yds. wW 
Wilson, Raider ees 14 45 32 13 0 Atts. Com. Com. Yards Lost Yards Att. Com, TDs. Lng. i 
On ae. Ee eee ne med 645 392 608 4898 17-119 4779 7.59 12.49 46 185 ] 
Dupard/ NE... 15 39 26 nO Cincinnati 497 287 57.7 4160 28—203 3957 837 14.49 25 57 
Clayton, Mia. > 633: 165 22 0 New England 557 340 61.0 4321 47—367 3954 7.76 12.71 29 +69 2 
Brown, Cin 8 32 40 17 0 San Diego 604 339 561 4045  32—265 3780 670 11.93 21 t65 
Hughes, Pitt 14 32 23°08 «OO Cleveland 538 315 58.6 4018  39—274 3744 7.47 12.76 18 +72 fess 
Mueller, Raiders 13. 30 23 8 0 N.Y. Jets 537 334 62.2 4032  45—386 3646 7.51 12.07 27 (83 
Fea eee ee nal doe SBo teat hot» Oem 549 306 55.7 3811 38-273 3538 694 1245 22 53 Ty) 
Barkin dete “a3 (07 230 8 (OO L.A. Raiders 530 281 53.0 3973 64~464 3509 7.50 14.14 27 t81 
D. Williams, Raiders 3 27 90 19 0 Houston 551 288 52.3 3843 48—394 3449 6.97 13.34 14 181 a) 
Grogan WE ee Mak ee ee | Buffalo 499 294 58.9 3697 45—334 3363 7.41 12.57 22 184 
Grogan, WE = DS com teaeat: th Indianapolis 586 300 51.2 3615  53—406 3209 6.17 12.05 16 (84 pe 
ridecmiad: 13 #21216 28 of Seattle 453 268 59.2 3424 39—315 3109 7.56 12.78 24 t72 
Hogeboom, Ind i020 20 61 Kansas City 521 257 49.3 3122 50—372 2750 5.99 1215 23 t70 _ 
Kiel, Ind. sue 3) 206.7 9°10, ‘(Pittsburgh 491 238 485 2747 20-159 2588 559 1154 16 58 
Reeder, Pitt Si 0! KS eal oD Conf. Total 7558 49239 esse 53706 565—4331 49375 ree assis 330 +8 bs 
Kosar, Clev.. 24 19 08 17 O Conf. Avg. 539.9 302.8 56.1 3836.1 40.4—309.4 35268 7.11 12.67 23.6... 
Carter, Mia, ® 918 45 950 ies ow 
ark gue Total 14469 8014 ....... 101128 1198—9047 92082 cescee cssssoone 586 185 
eth Seng ee 3 : League Avg. 516.8 286.2 55.4 3611.7 42,.8—323.1 3288.6 6.99 12.62 209... 
Holt, Clev.... 1 16 160 116 1 Leader based on net yards mull 
Johnson, Den. . 5 15.30) 76" 0 
Bouza, Ind... a, 1242.0) i250 i 
Luck, Hou... 2) 12) v610"' BS 8 
McNeil, Clev. Vf 12 12.0 12 O 
Sanders, Pitt. . 4 12° 53:0)" 13: 0 
Capers, Ind. pt 11 IMO) 1) 0 
Lane, Sea... 6 12 "2a 4 0 
Brister, Pitt. 6) Wied” whee © 
King, Buff. .. 4) 105 25) 7 0 
McGee, Cin.. 4 10 25 8 O @ 
Gilbert, Sea. 3 8 27> 125 10 
Ellis, Mia...... 3 6% P20) 2770 
Herrmann, S.D 2 6» 3,0. th 10 Pct. Avg. Pct Pct. ! 
M. Jackson, Den. 2 6 “Si0!" 5s 10 Player—Team Att. Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TD TD Lg. Int. Int 
Brooks, Ind..... 4 5+ TS 12) Big KRAMER, Minin, csssssoscssesessseseseesee 372 208 55.9 3000 8.06 24 65 t7 10 27 = 
Faaola, Jets 3 5 7. 2 0 Montana, S.F.. 307 191 62.2 2236 7.28 8 26 48 9 29 
Flick, S.D.... 6 5 08) «F A Hipple, Det...... 305 192 630 1919 629 9 30 46 ill 3.6 
Hawthorne, N.E... 1 5 °5.0) 5 0 Simms, Giants. 468 259 553 3487 745 21 45 49 22 47 
Gaynor, Cin...... ] 4 40 4 0 Lomax, St.L........ 421 240 57.0 2583 614 13 3.1 t48 12 29 
Edwards, Hou. 1 3 3.0)! 63) MD Schroeder, Wash 541 276 51.0 4109 7.60 22 41 t71 22 41 
Boddie, Den..... 1 2 20 2 O Archer, Atl...... 294 «150 51.0 2007 683 10 34 65 9 31 
Franklin, Sea. . 1 2 20 2 Q Jaworski, Phil.. 245 128 522 1405 573 8 3.3 56 6 24 
Seitz, Pitt. ..... 3 2002 2,10 Pelluer, Dall..... 378 215 56.9 2727 7.21 8 21 84 #7 45 
Townsell, Jets if 2 20 2 0 Wright, G.B. .... 492 263 53.5 3247 660 17 35 62 23 47 
Oliver, Hou...... 1 Ee 10) <0 D. Wilson, N.O. 342 189 55.3 2353 688 10 2.9 t63 17 5.0 
etachtet, ort. . ; A a i r Young, T.B. assesses 363 195 53.7 2282 629 8 22 46 13 36 
uy, iders... A 
Horan, Den. 1 0 0.0 0 oO 
Jennings, Jets 1 0 00 oO 0 AFC INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIERS 
Kari, YB BS 
idd, Buff. . 7 Pct Avg. Pct Pet 
pt ee : 4 eh ; ; Player—Team Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TD TD Lg. Int, Int 
Starting ME 1 0 00 0 0 MARINO, Mia. ... 378 60.7 4746 7.62 44 7.1 t85 23 37 
Strock Mia : 1 on ee 46.10 Krieg, Sea... 225 60.0 2921 7.79 21 56 t72 ll 29 
Mathison, 0. 1} Sr ere a te Eason, N.E.. 276 «4616 3328 7.43 19 42 49 #10 22 
Mobeni: YY Stoo Esiason, Cin. 273 «58.2 3959 844 24 51 57 17 36 
Pai SKC ss > 2-10 12 0 O'Brien, Jets... 300 62.2 3690 7.66 25 52 t83 20 41 
Fouts oD A 308 0 0 Kosar, Clev.. 310 584 3854 7.26 17 32 t72 10 1.9 
Liepe Pat 4 368° lad Kelly, Buff....... 285 59.4 3593 7.49 22 46 84 17 35 
Morin Mia 12 3-03 13 0 Plunkett, Raiders ... 133 528 1986 7.88 14 56 t81 9 3.6 
Toons lets Seas. hoo Elway, Den 280 556 3485 691 19 38 53 13 26 
Brouchton: Butt £. hue a0 Fouts, S.D 252 586 3031 7.05 16 3.7 t65 22 51 
Ronee NE. DY Le eee e Kenney, K.C 161 523 1922 624 13 42 53 11 3.6 
Nones Ye Sl 1 =7_70 —7 0 Wilson, Raiders... 129 ‘53.8 1721 717 22 5.0". tS7) 15. e3 
Path ag : Malone, Pitt 216 508 2444 575 15 35 48 18 42 
t—Touchdown Moon, Hou... 256 52.5 3489 7.15 13 2.7 t81 26 53 
Leader based on most yards gained Trudeau, Ind.. 204 48.9 2225 5.34 8 19 (84 #%18 43 
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Individual Pass Receiving 


NFC Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD, Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 

T, Johnson, StL, ...rsvseee 14 203 145 39 Q TOON, WEES carevicred creer 85 1176 13.8 162 8 

D. Hill, Rams ..... -14 202 144 33 1 Morgan, N.E... .. 84 1491 17.8 t44 10 

Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Little, Phil. .... .-14 132 94 26 0 Anderson, S.D 80 871 10,9 t65 8 

RICE, SiF. eccccseseenee 86 1570 18.3 t66 15 Toney, Phil. ... 13; I77 136. 47 0 Collins, N.E...... 77 +684 89 49 5 

Craig, S.F....... wa. 81 624 7.7 48 0 Rathman, S.F 13. 121-93) a4 0 Bouza, Ind.. 72 830 aly 33 5 

J.T. Smith, St.L. 80 1014 12.7 45 6 Garrity, Phil....... 12 227 189 34 O Largent, Sea.. 70 1070 153 138 9 

Walker, Dall... 76 837 11.0 t84 2 K. Williams, ALI. 12 164 137 t32 1 Shuler, Jets... 69 675 98 (36 4 

Clark, Wash. .. 74 1265 17.1 55 7 Ellerson, G.B..... . 12 130: 10.8: 32 0 Duper, Mia. ...- 67 1313 19.6 185 11 

Monk, Wash... 73 1068 146 69 4 R. Johinsan, Phil. - 11 207 188 39 1 Brooks, Ind... 65 1131 17.4 (84 8 

Bavaro, Giants... 66 1001 152 41 4 Manuel, Giants.. ead) A181 416.5. 35° 93 D. Hill, Hou... 65 1112 17.1 t81 5 

Lofton, G.B. ... 64 840 13.1 36 4 Harris, N.O. ... ~ 21, 148: 23:5. 27) ad Winslow, S.D.. 64 728 11.4 t28 5 

CG. Brown, Au. 63 918 146 42 4 Jordan, N.O.., 12, 127 W537 0 Willhite, Den .. 64 529 83 31 3 

Clark, S.F... 61 794 13.0 t45 2 Griffin, Wash. 11 110 100 28 O Collinsworth, Cin 62 1024 165 t46 10 

Quick, Phil. . 60 939 157 t75 9 Mularkey, Minn. LU ¢89. "82; 207 92 Givins, Hou....... 61 1062 174 60 3 

Jordan, Minn... 58 859 148 t68 6 Byars, Phil, 11 44 «6.40 17 O Hampton, Mia OL 446 73 19 3 

Ferrell, St.L 56 434 7.8 130 3 Allen, Atl... 7 10, 156 15.6. 32) 2 Clayton, Mia 60 1150 19.2 t68 10 

Jones, Det.. 54 334 62 21 1 Duckworth, LA-Phi....... 10 148 148 32 1 Brown, Cin... 58 964 166 57 4 
Chadwick, Det 53 995 188 73 5 Edwards, N.0. 10 132 132 24 0 Chandler, S,D.. 56 874 156 40 4 

D. Nelson, Minn.. 53 593 112 34 3 Bell, T.B. ........ 10 120 120 25 Oo Brennan, Clev.. 55 838 152 t57 6 

Hill, Dall...... a 770. .15:7' 63 3 Mowatt, Giants.. 10 119 #119 30 2 Brooks, Cin.. 54 686 127 54 4 

Epps, G.B.. 49 612 12.55 t53 4 Sikahema, St.L.. 1 89 ust9 27 7 Hardy, Mia .. 54 430 80 18 5 

Mi. Jones, N.O. 48 625 13.0 45 3 Lewis, Det...... 10 88 88 16 1 Reed, Buff .. 53 739 13.9 t55 7 
Newsome, Dall 48 421 88 30 3 Miller, Giants.. 9 144 160 132 2 Paige, K.C... 52) 829 15.9, (51 17 

Magee, T.B. 45 564 125 45 5 Wilson, S.F..... 9 104 116 18 1 Walker, Jets... 49 1016 207 183 12 

Bland, Det.. 44 511 116 34 2 Guman, Rams, oY 68) “Fe. TaD Metzelaars, Buff 49 485 99 t44 3 

Bryant, Wash.. 43 449 104 40 3 Frank, S.F..... 9, 6k N68: 717 2 Riddick, Buff... 49 468 96 t31 1 

Wilder, T.B. 43 326 76 25 1 Rouson, Giants... 8 121 151 (37 1 McNeil, Jets 49 410 84 26 1 

Gault, Chi,... 42 818 19.55 t53 5 Harmon, S.F. . 8 78 98 15 0 Nathan, Mia 48 457 $5 \t23'. 2 

Oo Carter, T.B. 42 640 152 46 2 Wonsley, T.B.. sy) SH AT. co Fontenot, Clev 47 559 11,9 172 1 
Dixon, Atl... 42 617 147 65 2 Moore, Det. a6) - 40 F9) 28). 1p Abercrombie, Pitt.. 395) 84 27 2 

i Green, St.L. 42 517 123 (48 6 Jones, All....... a Ah TAL 202,647 "0 Marshall, K.C...... 652 142 31 1 
Sherrard, Dall. 41 744 181 168 5 Mandley, Det. » 2 4106; 15:0, 5270 Allen, Raiders... 453 98 36 2 

{= Francis, S.F.... 41. 505 123 52 1 Franklin, T.B.. a 25)" BE Ooh Watson, Den cs 699 155 46 3 
Tautalatasi, Phil. 41 325 79 56 2 Smith, Phil...... pG, (94! IS? 36.0 D. Williams, Raiders ...... 43 843 19.6 53 8 

WM Mitchell, SUL. 41 276 67 24 0 Williams, TB. 6 91 152 25 0  Fryar,NE 43 737 171 169 6 
Spagnola, Phil. 39 397 10.2 38 #1 Chandler, Dall... eS et eh SF 95. 15. 2 Warner, Sea... 342 83 26 0 

_ Carter, Minn. .. 38 686 18.1 t60 7 B. Johnson, Atl. . or ey Sh S527 0 Slaughter, Clev... 577 144 t47 4 
Martin, N.O. 37 675 182 84 5 Clark, G.B....... be “Ale 68:22" 0 Holman, Cin sos. 570 143 t34 2 

a Payton, Chi., 37 «382 «103 57 3 Middleton, Atl 2 BT 3) 520887 10 Langhorne, Clev.. 39 678 174 66 1 
3 Giles, T.B.-Det 37 376 10.2 30 4 Scott, Rams... 4) Gt 1T5.2> 21) 0 Newsome, Clev.... 39 417 107 31 3 
Ps Tice, N.O... 37. 330 89 129 3 Crawford, S.F. 5 70 140 42 0 M. Jackson, Den........... 38 738 194 53 1 
; Stanley, G.B. 35 723 20.7 62 2 Rubick, Det... 5 62 124 27 0 Lipps, Pitt....... ete aod 15.5" 4s) Ss 
f= Cribbs, S.F.. 35 34 99 #33 0 Gustafson, Minn. +3 61) T2938. 2 N. Moore, Mia. . 38 431 113 138 7 
Didier, Wash. .. 34 691 203 t71 4 Howard, T.B. . ~ & 60 (12:0 "29 16 Baty, N.E.... SF. (330 89 (22° 2 

w Ellard, Rams... 34 447 13.1 34 4 Fox, St.L.... . 5 59 118 138 1 Byner, Clev.. 37 328 89 40 2 
James, Det... 219 +64 #26 90 Long, Rams 5 47 94 13 0 Pinkett, Hou 35 248 71 20 1 
Galbreath, Giants 268 81 #19 O Andrews, Atl... S 35) “70 (14) 0 Burkett, Buff.. 34 778 22.9 t84 4 

Lewis, Mis esses. 32 600 188 t76 2 Lavette, Dall. a SLE +62. "Es op Stallworth, Pitt .. 34 466 13.7 t40 1 

B. Johnson, Giants. 31 534 17.2 144 5 Moffitt, G.B 4 87 218 34 0 Joiner, S.D...... 34 440 129 33 2 

Ivery, G.B... 31 385 124 42 1 Anderson, Chi.. 4 80 20.0 t58 1 McMillan, Ind.. 34 289 85 45 0 

ih K. Jackson, Phil. 30 506 169 49 6 Barnes, Chi... & (5a, 135 14 0 Franklin, Sea .. 33 547 166 49 2 
Rice, Minn....... 30 391 13.0 132 3 Thomas, Chi 4 18 #45 18 O Hector, Jets ..., BK (302 UAT 3! G 

z Robinson, Giants. 29 494 170 49 2 Dunn, TB... 3 83 277 38 0 J. Smith KC. 33 230 7.0 18 3 
Jones, Minn..... 28 570 204 (55 4 Harris, T.B.. Ay 520 LTE Sh a0, Williams, Sea .. 33 219 66 23 O 

Cosbie, Dall. .... 28 312 111 t22 1 Tilley, St.L.. * SI) 970! (78. 10 Johnson, Den... 31 363 11.7 (34 2 

Redden, Rams.. 28) 217) S78 t2401 Orr, Wash... 3 45 15.0 t22 1 Johnson, S.D 30." 399. 133) 30) 2 
Moorehead, Chi... 26 390 15.0 85 1 Heflin, T.B... 3 42 140 15 O Holohan, S.D 29 356 12.3. 34) 2 
Dickerson, Rams. 26 205 7.9 28 0 Holman, StL... 35 AV ASF (18: 0 Woolfolk, Hou... 28 314 112 30 2 

oO Haddix, Phil. .... 26 150 58 29 0 Bailey, Atl. .. oR Bd etsy 2h 00 Mack, Clev... 28 292 104 44 0O 
Brown, Rams .. 25 396 158 t65 3 Rhymes, Minn.. = iy 125) S397? 0 Erenberg, Pitt . 27 217) «| :0'" 39. 3 

6) Thompson, ‘Det. 25 320 128 136 5 Rogers, Wash. . 3 24 80 13 0 — Winder, Den. 26 171 66 120 5 
Marsh, St.L..... 25 313 125 27 O Austin, Atl... 2 a wel 70 #9 O Beach, Ind... 25 265 106 26 1 

= Dorsett, Dall. .. 25 267 10.7 t36 1 Gray, N.O..... 2 145) 5.22:5) 38..°6 Bentley, Ind..... 25. 230° “9.2. 38° 0 
Hunter, Det. 25 218 87 t18 1 Wolfley, St.L. , =e 32 316.0, 28). 0 Hawkins, Raiders. 25 166 66 16 O 

Cox, Atl 24 301 125 49 1 M. Waters, Phil... 2 2 eT 135: 99 Hawthorne, N.E... 24 192 80 17 O 

Ellis, G.B 24 258 108 29 O Sanders, Chi.... oe 18) 90) TB! 60 Rozier, Hou...... 24 180 75 23 0 

Suhey, Chi, 24 235 98 58 O Darby, Phil. ..... ae 16 80 13 0 Hester, Raiders ... . 23 632 275 t81 6 

Springs, T.B 24 187 78 46 O Margertim, S.F... tuk 12) 60) 96.10 Sewell, Den...... + 23 294 128 40 1 

Riggs, Atl. ... 24 136 57 211 0 S. Williams, Det.. apie S «ash G6 10 Moore, Buff. - 232 184 80 27 O 

Carruth, 6.B 24. “134; 56. 19) 2 M. Lewis, G.B.. Eve Ye 23.5 wee James, S.D... 23 173" ahd, “DSs "0, 

Ortego, Chi.. 23 430 18.7 t58 2 Monroe, S.F a ie 6 30) 5-910 Mobley, Den. 22) 332) 15.2 32.0 

Renfro, Dall, 22 325 148 t30 3 Matthews, Atl od, 625! 2500), 25. 0 Skansi, Sea., 22 27h) 12.3) 4300 10 
Wrightman, Chi 22 241 #110 29 O Fowler, Dail... ~ 2 IN 390° 19 0 Boyer, Ind 22) 237) 10.8) SB. pT 

Mortis, Giants. 21.233. RS! a3 7 Clack, Dall... 1 18 #180 18 O J. Williams, H 22) 227 103.533" 2 

Davis, G.B........ 21 142 #68 #18 «#21 Gillespie, T.B. .. Ty! 18 180 18 O Harmon, Buff... ee, 48S) “84-27 Ff 
Goodlow, N.O.. 20 306 153 t29 2 Carson, Giants < OS a0 7 Carson, K.C.. 21 497 23.7 t70 4 

Stamps, At... 20 221 112 39 1 Waymer, N.O... 1 13: d3:0 13 0 Sweeney, Pit 21 337 160 58 1 
Whisenhunt, Atl.. 20 184 92 123 3 Mallory, T.B. BL. 9 90 9 0 Sampson, De 21 259 #123 43 O 

Warren, Wash 20 164 82 20 1 Tyrrell, Rams... we a) 9.0) oF) 0 Gothard, Pitt ... 21 246 117 34 1 

Gentry, Chi...... 19 238 125 41 O Bortz, Chi. ist §& 80 8 0 Davenport, Mia 20 177 #89 27 1 
Anderson, St.L.-Giants. 19 137 7.2 19 O Ring, S.F. aE 8 80 g 0 Arnold, K.C 20 169 85 27 1 

House, T, Be Rams jes 18 384 213 60 2 Sargent, St... s, Wi 8 8.0 0 R. Butler, Se 19 351 185 t67 4 

Brenner, N.O.... . 18 286 15.9 34 0O Franz, G.B........ 1 7 LAO: af Johnson, Mia 19 170 89 20 4 

Banks, Dall... 17 202 119 23 O Holloway, Wash. .. 1 e 270%) SeNiR Green, K.C. ... 19) 137 72 17) 0 
Anderson, Minn 17 179 105 t37 2 White, Rams... 1 a OVAOe <7 iD Barksdale, Raid 18 434 241 t57 2 

Ross, G.B...... 17 143 84) 16 7 J. Williams, N.O A BY SO° Sie Turner, Sea .. 18 334 186 t72 7 

Hilliard, N.O. 47 (107, ‘63! 17°10 Novacek, St.L.. 1 ae Ze er Drewrey, Hou 18 299 166 31 O 

Mayes, N.O.. l7 .96 56 18.0 Hebert, N.0.. eo A 2 SRO} a ed, C. James, N.E, .. BB 129" te at oF 
McConkey, Giants 16 279 174 4 1 Heller, T.B.... ae) | 1 1M th 7 Paige, Jets... 1S. 121 67 3s 0 

Carthon, Giants. 16 67 42 10 0 W. Wilson, N.O....cccs00e 1 —3 —30 —3 0 Thompson, Pitt 17, -T9L- F1:2 820). 5 

Hunter, Rams... 15 206 137 42 O Wallace, Hou. Liv LIT ATA tas.) 2 

West, G.B...., 25,199! 2313 t46. 0 Jackson, Pitt 17 (169 99 28 =O 

Young, Rams 15 181 121 21 3 AFC Heard, K.C.... 17 83 49 13 0 

Brown, Minn...... 15 132 88 20 0 Starring, N.E. 16 295 184 47 2 

Sanders, Wash, 286 204 71 2 Player—Team No, Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. McGee, Cin... 276. Byes, Sl. 
Freeman, T.B....... 229° 164 133 2 CHRISTENSEN, Raid... 95 1153 1212 35 8 Wonsley, Ind 175 109 60 O 
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RECEIVING—Continued Team Scoring 


Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
Gill, Ind 16 137 86 15 0 NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Butler, Buff. 15 302 201 53 2 
Pruitt, Mia .. 15° 235 I5 27 <2 Tot. Tds. Tds. Tds. Tot. 
Kay, Den an 15 195 13.0 4 a Tas. R. P. Misc. XP XPA FG FGA Saf. Pts. 
ever, Jets ; 48 14 31 3 44 48 22 28 0 398 
Tice, Sea..... 15 150 100 25 0O 43 16 21 6 41 43 25 35 0 374 
Tatupu, N.E 25 45 97 (251.0 42 18 22 2 41 42 26 37 0 371 
Jones, N.E 14 222 15.9 28 1 46 23 22 1 38 45 18 32 0 368 
Kinnebrew, Cin 13) E36 105:--31 2 38 21 12: 5 36 33 28 41 2 352 
Hudson, Sea... 13 131 101 30 1 43 21 21 1 43 43 15 21 0 346 
Lang, Den... 13 105 81 26 2 37 16 15 6 34 36 17 24 1 309 
Byrum, Buff 13 104 80 l7 1 30 15 13 2 30 30 26 30 0 288 
Johnson, Cin... 13. 103 «7.9 I 0 Atlanta... 30 12 14 4 29 30 23 36 1 280 
McCallum, Raiders. 13 103 7.9 22 0 Detroit ... 32 13 18 1 31 32 18 25 0 | 277 
Bell, Buff............ 12 142 #118 t40 2 Philadelphia = 39. 8 19 1 26 27 20 31 1 256 
Coffman, K.C. 2 7S 16.3. 10) 2 Green Bay....... 21.29 8 18 3 29 29 17 27 0 254 
Kattus, Cin. AV) 99 19.0: 128)" 2 Tampa Bay eG 27 12 13 2 26 27 17 24 0 239 
pacer =D. “3 tea ar Sta boule snceecssnace: 27 8 7 2 23 27 11 24 0 218 
Dickey, Clev “30: 98 fhe. 20 Conf. Total... 500 205 256 39 471 497 283 415 5 4330 
Harry KC “9 211 234 53 1 Conf. Average.. 357 146 183 28 336 355 20.2 296 04 3093 
Macaw 9 10 tt & 8 
. Weathers, Clev. b 
Moriarty, Hou-K.C. 9 67 74 19 0 AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Sohn, Jets...... 8 129 161 124 2 
Wilkins, Buff .. Bi 074 993-260 Tot. Tds. Tds. Tas. Tot. 
Hayes, K.C. .... 8 69 86 16 0 Tas. R. P. Mis. XP XPA FG FGA Saf. Pts. 
Pruitt, KC. 8 56 7.0 13 0 Mia iiiscscsssssessesscesone 56 9 46 1 52 55 14 22 0 430 
Scott, N.E.. 8 41 51 8 3 New England.. . 45 10 29 6 44 45 32 41 1 412 
Banks, Hou. 7 71 101 17 0 Cincinnati... 51 24 25 2 50 51 17 32 1 409 
LaFleur, Ind... 7 56 8.0 11 0 Cleveland 45 20 18s 43 44 8626 33 0 391 
Jennings, Cin...... 6 8 143 34 0 Denver.. 45 7 22 6 44 45 20 28 2 378 
Moffett, Raiders ... 6 77 128 17 0 Seattle. 43 15 24 4 42 43 22 35 0 366 
Teal, Buff........- 6 60 100 20 1 N.Y. Jets 45 16 27 2 44 44 16 19 1 364 
Mueller, Raiders 6 54 9.0 20 0 Kansas City 43 10 23 =—-10 43 43 19 26 0 358 
Spencer, S.D..... 6 4 80 15 0 San Diego... 41 19 21 1 29)8 vail "6 25 1 335 
Kreider, Cin.... 5 9% 19.2 23 0 L.A. Raiders... 37 6 27 4 36 36 21 28 1 323 
Jensen, Mia.... 5 50 10.0 i20 1 Pittsburgh.. 35 18 16 1 32 34 21 32 I «307 
Barber, Jets... 5 36 7.2 16 0 Buffalo... 34 gi) eee $s. art J eaar fi) 7 on eigen 
T. Smith, Hou 4 72 18.0 25 0  — Houston.. Bot 1s STS so Pea) soc Peas) ene V0)” 278 
acai eg fs = ae a Indianapolis... 27 10 16 1 26 27 13 25 1 = 229 
Holts Cleve 4 61 153 34 1 Conf. Total........ 577. 196 330 51 555 572 276 400 9 4863 
Rolle, Buff, 4 56 140 20 0 Conf. Average... 41.2 14.0 236 36 396 40.9 197 286 0.6 347.4 
Harbour, Ind. 4 4 115 28 0 League Total..... 1077 401 586 90 1026 1069 559 815 14 9193 
Wilson, Cin . 4 45 113 34 0 League Average 385 143 209 3.2 366 382 200 291 05 3283 
Bennett, Mia... 4, 33 83 13 0 
Adams, S.D.... 4 2 65 10 0 
Broughton, Buff. L; te deo) Sree 
Martin, Cin..... 3 68 227 51 0 
Greer, Clev..... 3S +5) 27062209 
Richardson, Buff ... 3 49) 1631432 9 
ei pes None a ey 3 : 
erwin, Ind ... y 
Lane, Sea....... 3 6 2.0 41 Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 
Junkin, Raiders... 2 38 19.0 19 0 NFC TDs, TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts. 
D. Williams, N.E. 2 35 175 26) 0 Carter, Minn. cesses Zeya § ie 700) DPR 
Murray, Ind.... 2 34 17.0" 24 0 KICKERS Clark, Wash. . i? 0" egy Seed? 
Lette ts 5 +4 SA na ' XP XP FG FG Tot. Craig, SF... ae 7 0 0 42 
pace Ae era th Pade ALC: Made ALC te DANGG ON Mtns Tc) | Bhi ee 
Sea 'Sb. STA TOS BUTLER, Chi........ 37. 28 41 120 ptskanh ge ae. ee Gs BE 
Pattison, Raiders 2 12 60 6 0 — Wersching, SFeinnmm 41 42 25 35 116 Kl SatKcon Phi 6 OOOO 8 
Bell, Den. : 2 10 50 7 0  ©-.Nelson, Minn. 44 87 22 28 110i Minn... AG, ih Cae dae 
Parker, Raiders 2 8 40 6 1 Andersen, N.O... 30 30 26 30 108 ae ith StL -6 0 6 0 36 
Munoz, Cin 2 7 35 (5 2 Allegre, Giants .. 33 33 24 32 105 th ‘detick ry Met one | Sa uit ese 
Bligen, Jets. a ert S 0 Aled Septien, Dall. .... .43 43 15 21 88 Cribb png a ve re. Og hie. (hap 
Reeder, Pitt 2) alka ese McFadden, Phil. ~26 27 20 31 86 Cunningham; Phi... 5 «500 (30 
Wilson, Den 1 43 430 t43 1 ~~ Lansford, Rams 34 35 17 24 85 Galt Gh. oe 3. 8 So On ae 
Martin, Ind... 1 41 410 41 0 Murray, Det...... 31 32 18 25 85 Hilliard, NO... 2 ASw On 0 a0 
Elway. (Beri: 7 23 23.0 23; 2 Del Greco, G.B.. 29 29 #417 27 80 B. Jobn Ci t e 5 0 5 0 30 
Weathers, NE i 14 140 14 0 Igwebuike, T.B. 26° 27 In 24 77 See ee eS pt aie hen ad 
Townsell, Jets... 1 12 110 11 0 — buckhurst, Atl. . 21 22 14 24 63 matin NO. 52 Out Way ead 
Wate, S.D..... 1. It, 1UO. 11, 0 Pentre eee Tear ee Ug. beak ge Mitchell, St.l 5 Se Ole a0) 60 
i a a a ee CA ee 
Holloway, NLE T 5 50 5 0 Schubert, St.L.. sg 6S" 130 tIT #8 Rice rg ig “s. 3: ay Ta Sp 
Bailey, Sea 1, 3 30) 30 Cooper, Giants. fein a) eet EO Sanders, Chi. "5 5 0 0 30 
Studdard, Den. 1 2 20 t2 1 — GOx, Wash... Sa aS eee wee Sherrard, Dail S75) Ago MS aiOr a0 
Kosar, Clev........ 1 6a enol) a eo Thomas, Giants. Pe AE Ut. Thompson, Det. = he HOV 25 0. 230 
Kenney, K.C.. il 0 00 00 Atkinson, Wash. Seg pe eT 2 Young, TB... S15. 65." 100 Oe) 30 
Oliver, Hou... bc eebaciaiaas il Pes —2'0 —=2 (0 Donnelly, Ath. -rressnseeeens - 4 0 0 1 airietae Minn. aid 2 2 0 24 
Bavaro, Giants.. wa 4 0 4 0 24 
t—Touchdown NON-KICKERS : C. Brown, Atl ela 0) a Ope 
Leader based on most passes caught Moe een Lg The ae Leal! sh “ : , S : a 
ROGERS, Wash...........18 18 0 0 108 Didier, Wash. ed. 0 RQ Cee 
Rice, Shuks: .. 16 1 #15 0 % Ellard, Rams. | 0 4 0 24 
Mortis, Giants... 21S iF 1 0 90 Epps, G.B...... Pepe | 0 4 0 24 
Walker, Dall...... a2 9) FOay F84 Giles, T.B.-Det.. a On rd ONT 
Dickerson, Rams... Sb ALL 0 0 66 Jones, Minn... oo 0 4 0 24 
Payton, Chi.... wae 8 3 0 66 Lofton, G.B... woe 0 4 0 24 
Jones, Det. x 8 1 0 54 Monk, Wash. . 4 0 4 1 ee | 
Quick, Phil. Ph 0 9 0 54 Anderson, St.L.-Giants.. 3 3 0 0 18 
Riggs, Atl 9 9 0 0 54 Brown, Rams .. ae 0 3 0 18 
Mayes, N.O.... = 8 8 0 0 48 Ellerson, G.B. aX} 3 0 0 18 
Bryant, Wash... 7 4 3 0 42 Ferrell, Sues: 3 a 0 3 0 18 
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peal Fee ae Misc. aos 
Ss. 5. 5s. TDs. Pts. 
SCORING—Continued 1 dato wees 
ey iol o 
Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. GB... co : . A 6 
TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts. 3 eal 1 0 0 6 
Gentry, Chi... SUP TE, dl We bets PAD | 1 0 oO 6 
Hill, Dall... bye, OU ST Ee Simmons, G.B.... sw Di Die” ED 6 
Irvin, Rams .... wee: 0 0 3 18 Simms, Giants... ar 1 0 0 6 
James, Det... mae 3 0 0 18 Spagnola, Phil... ew 0 1 0 6 
Mi, Jones, N.O... eSiky tO 835 10; pets Stamps, Ath..cecscssseeseeee 2D Sl 2 a0 6 
Penwel, sree “ 3 + = 
Renfro, Dall... 3 
Rouson, Giants... poe me AL Ot AFC 
ee Se bt: ; : : ; = 
tanley, G.B.. x KI 
Tice, N.O....... 2 SY Oe RSS GN 1S sigue FG FG Tot 
Tomezak, Chi aa oe OT) 80) ETS a 
Whisenhunt, A 3 0 3 0 18 Made Att. Made Att. Pts. 
Wilder, T.B.... ~3 2 2 0 18 FRANKLIN, NE 45 32 41 140 
Wonsley TB. piney 3 0 0 18 N. Johnson, Sea 42 22 35 108 
Young Rams. eae} 0 3 0 418 Karlis, Den. 45 20 28 104 
Allen, Atl... vtec! 0 2 0 12 Breech, Cin. 51 17 32 101 
Bland, Det. 2. 0 2 0 12 Lowery, K.C 43 19 26 100 
Carter, T.B... .2 0 2 0 12 Bahr, Raide 36 21 28 99 
Chandler, Dall - 2 0 2 0 12 Anderson, Pit 32 21 32 95 
Clark, S.F..... AaztatiOu wet PON ae Reveiz, Mia 55 14 22 94 
Dixon, Atl. ae! INN ND NOY sare Zendejas, H 29° 22 27 «(94 
Ellis, G.B.... ad wet spe) sole Fae: Leahy, Jets 44 16 19 92 
Frank, SF. Mein 0 2 0 12 Bahr, Clev.. 30 20 26 90 
Franklin, T. el 0 1 1 12 Benirschke, S.D. 41 16 25 87 
Freeman, T.B a] Dia i222) a0. bat? Norwood, Buff... 34 17 (27 $3 
Goodlow, N.O.... see 0 2 o 632 Biasucci, Ind..... 7" 13 (25 | 165 
Gustafson, Minn -2 0 2 0 12 Moseley, Wash.- 28 12 19 «#61 
Holmoe, S.F...... Arnie 0 0 a" a2 
House, Rams. io 2 0 2 0 12 NON-KICKERS 
Lewis, Minn... hy’ 0 2 0 12 Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 
M. Lewis, G.B ne 0 2 0 12 TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts. 
Marshall, Chi. ae 0 0 2F “12 WINDER, Den. .. 9 5 0 84 
Miller, Giants..... ee 0 2 Oa, *k2 Warner, Sea. . "i 13 0 0 78 
Mowatt, Giants. ee 0 2 0 12 Hampton, Mia . 9 3 Oo 72 
Mularkey, Minn. ste 0 SeewOe «2 Walker, Jets.. ‘ 0 12 0 72 
Ortego, Chi........ uo2 0 2 0 12 Duper, Mia. ll 0 11 0 66 
Robinson, Giants... Ate 0 2 Go 32 Paige, K.C.. 11 0 ill 0 66 
Sanders, Wash.. we 0 2 0 12 Clayton, Mia... .10 0 10 0 60 
Suhey, Chi. ........ tee Zz 0 0 12 Collinsworth, Cin. .10 0 10 0 60 
Tautalatasi, Phil. .. a. 0 2 0 12 Mack, Clev. .... 10 10 0 0 8660 
S. Williams, Det. pe a Ae OF Oe Fae Morgan, N.E... 10 OF 10 oO 60 
Anderson, Chi... Sul! § 0 1 0 6 Anderson, S.D _9 a 8 0 54 
Andrews, Atl. ek! 1 0 0 6 Brooks, Cin... .9 5 4 Oo 54 
Austin, Atl. a7 1 0 0 6 Kinnebrew, Cin... ee) 8 1 0 54 
Barnes, Chi. Pe Or ta 6 Largent, Sea,. APR Ole wt OO | bd 
Britt, Atl... a ee Meee iS 6 Willhite, Den. ..... a9 5. Bl TY 654 
Browner, Minn. . i) A 0 0 1 6 Abercrombie, Pitt. . 8 6 2 0 .48 
Butler, Atl. ry | 0 0 1 6 Brooks, Ind. 8 0 8 0 48 
Byars, Phil. nat 1 0 0 6 Christensen, Raiders..,... 8 0 8 0 48 
Carson, Giants .. Refit 0 1 0 6 Collins, N.E 8 3 5 Oo 48 
Cosbie, Dall Frege! 0 1 0 6 Hector, Jets .. . 8 8 0 0 48 
Cox, Atl..... rill 0 1 0 6 Toon, Jets. 8 0 8 Qo 48 
Crawford, Phil rope 1 0 0 6 D. Williams, Raiders ....... 8 0 8 0 48 
Cromwell, Rams. cent & 0 0 1 6 Wilson, Cin. ........ 8 8 0 0 48 
Davis, G.B....... eat 0 1 0 6 Allen, Raiders. mf 5 2 0 42 
DeBerg, T.B... er 1 0 0 6 Brennan, Clev. rok 0 6 1 42 
Doleman, Minn. .. vl 0 0 1 6 Fryar, N.E...... a0 5 0 6 & (42) 
Duckworth, Rams.. al 0 1 0 6 McGee, S,D.... a i 7 0 0 42 
Everett, Rams... nel iT 0 0 6 N. Moore, Mia ar, 0 7 0 42 
Fellows, Dall... eal 0 0 1 6 Reed, Buff. .... a | 0 7 Oo 42 
Flutie, Chi... a al 0 0 6 Turner, Sea Pay 0 7 Oo 42 
Flynn, Giants. opal 0 0 1 6 Bell, Buff........ . 6 4 2 0 36 
Fox, St.L.... heigl 9 047 STR TIG 6 Dickey, Clev. .. =T6-5 Mie’ OTTO 36 
Francis, S.F... al 0 1 0 6 Hester, Raiders . . 6 0 6 0 36 
Garrity, Phil net OO PO) ue 6 McNeil, Jets....... ie 75) Pike 7 6 
Gray, N.O.... ek ROG OT) SE 6 J. Smith, K.C, Ke fA" US HO 36 
Griffin, S.F. el Oe” HOE) AT 6 Spencer, S.D. i. SF Ol a 36 
Harmon, S.F.. ak 1 0 0 6 Bouza, Ind.. ae 0 5 Bau 
Haynes, N.O. ae 0 0 1 6 Hardy, Mia. ae 0 5 0 30 
Heflin, T.B.. sok Oe BOT 6 D. Hill, Hou. .... = 5:) 90) Si Os” 50, 
Heller, T.B.. 5 wt 0 a} 0 6 Jackson, Pitt. aa 5 0 0 30 
D. Hill, Rams .. yi! 0 ul 0 6 Malone, Pitt... 2 5 0 0 30 
Holt, Minn... Gy! 0 0 1 6 Riddick, Buff. ape! 4 1 0 30 
Howard, T.B.. aul 1 0 0 6 Slaughter, Clev. .. Ls) 0 4 1 30 
Hunter, Det a! 0 ne 0 6 Thompson, Pitt.. ae 0 5 0 30 
Ivery, G.B... alt 0 1 0 6 Wallace, Hou.. 5 3 2 0 30 
Jerue, Rams... oat 0 1 0 6 Winslow, S.D... 5 0 5 0 30 
R. Johnson, Phil. > J 0 1 0 6 Adams, S.D. 4 a 0 0 24 
Jordan, N.O..... me | 1 0 0 6 Brown, Cin... 4 0 4 0 24 
Kramer, Minn, ‘f. 1 0 0 6 Burkett, Buff. 4 0 4 0 24 
Lavette, Dall. ot! 0 1 0 6 Burruss, K.C.... 4 0 0 4 24 
Lewis, Det...... sd. 0 1 0 6 R. Butler, Sea. 4 0 4 0 24 
Lomax, St.L... ari 1 0 0 6 Byner, Clev.. ee 2 OQ 24 
Lott, Syn, re) 0 0 1 6 Carson, K.C. 4 0 4 0 24 
Mandley, Det. awl, OTe Oy | hot 6 Chandler, S.D.. 4 0 +4) VO, 24 
Manley, Wash... Fh. 0 0 1 6 Erenbera, Pitt. 4 1 3 0 24 
Martin, Giants.... > Geo 1 6 Givins, Hou... 4 Dr Sa 0 24, 
McConkey, Giants.. 2k 0 1 0 6 Green, K.C.. 4 3 0 1 24 
McKyer, S.F....... cae | OL Oe” 6 C. James, N.E. 4 AP eG) SO fed 
McMahon, Chi. 0! 1 0 0 6 Johnson, Mia... 4 0 4 0 24 
Moorehead, Chi.. AL 0 y 0 6 Metzelaars, Buff. 4 0 3 1 24 
Moroski, S.F...... al 1 0 0 6 Rozier, Hou. ..... 4 4 0 0 24 
Newberry, Rams wl! 0 0 1 6 Shuler, Jets 4 0 4 Ui” 24 
Nixon, S.F...... sae: 0 0 1 6 Bentley, Ind. ... aes 0 0 18 
Orr, Wash... at 0 1 0 6 Harden, Den........ ee. 0 0 3 618 
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Total Rush Pass Misc, Tot, 
TDs. TDs. TDs. 


LANG, DOM. ..c.c.sesesssecrsecense 
Lipps, Pitt... ; 

McMillan, Ind... 
Newsome, Clev. 
Pinkett, Hou. 
Pruitt, Mia. .. 
Scott, N.E.... 
Watson, Den. 
Arnold, K.C...... a 
Barksdale, Raiders......... 
Baty, N.E...... 
Butler, Buff... 
Cherry, K.C... 
Coffman, K.C 
Elway, Den..... 
Fontenot, Clev.. 
Franklin, Sea. 
Heard, K.C. ... 
Holman, Cin... 
Holt, Clev... 
Johnson, Den. 
Joiner, S.D 
Lane, Sea.. 
McNeil, Clev.. 
Moon, Hou. 
Munoz, Cin. 
Nathan, Mia. .. 
Paige, Jets 
Pruitt, K.C.... 
Robinson, Raiders. 
Sewell, Den....... 


Starring, N.E. 
Tatupu, N.E...... 
Woolfolk, Hou... 
Humphery, Jets. 
Beach, Ind. ....... 
Bellinger, Buff... 
Bligen, Jets ... 
Boyer, Ind. 

Breeden, Cin. 
Brister, Pitt... 
Brown, Sea... 
Byrum, Buff. .. 
E. Daniel, Ind. 
Davenport, Mia. 
Donaldson, Hou. 
Edmonds, Sea 
Edwards, Cin. 


Gothard, Pitt. 
Grogan, N.E. .. 
Gross, Clev..... 
Harmon, Buff. 
Harry, K.C... 
Hayes, Cin. . 
Hayes, Raiders... 
Hill, K.C. 
Hogehoom, Ind.. 
Holohan, S.D.. 
Hudson, Sea... 
M. Jackson, Den 
Jennings, Cin... 
Jensen, Mia.... 
Johnson, S.D.. 
Jones, N.E.. 
Kattus, Cin. 
Kay, Den... 
Krieg, Sea...... 
Langhorne, Clev, 
Lyles, Hou. ...... 
Marion, N.E.... 
Marshall, K.C. .... 
McCallum, Raiders. 
McGee, Cin..... 
McSwain, N.E. 
Minnifield, Clev... 
Mobley, Den... 
Moore, Buff... 
Moriarty, Hou. 
Morris, Sea. .... 
Moyer, Sea..... 
Munchak, Hou. 
O'Neal, S.D..... 
Parker, Raiders... 
Pitts, Buff....... 
Rembert, N.E.. 
Ross, K.C. ... 
Sanchez, Pitt. . 
Sherwin, Ind. .. 
Stallworth, Pitt. . 
Studdard, Den. 
Sweeney, Pitt. 
Teal, Buff........ 
Townsell, Jets. 
Townsend, Den... Feng 
Trudeau, Ind.....cccsscsserss 
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Pts. 


Team Interceptions 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Yards Avg. Long TDs. No. Yards Avg. Long TDs. 
578 14.8 (88 5 Kansas City 2) 567 18.3 t 4 
370 11.9 t58 1 L.A. Raiders 26 275 10.6 132 1 
458 16.4 t80 3 Seattle........ 22 216 9.8 25 1 
New Orleans. 235 9.0 43 1 New England... 21 312 14.9 69 nh 
Minnesota .... 319 13.3 t59 2 Pittsburgh... 20 218 10.9 t67 1 
N.Y. Giant 296 12.3 t78 1 N.Y. Jets. 20 164 8.2 29 0 
Philadelphia. 124 5.4 21 0 Denver..... 18 318 17.7 56 2 
Atlanta 294 13.4 41 2 Cleveland 18 184 10.2 33 0 
Detroit 190 8.6 36 0 Cincinnati... 17 146 8.6 136 1 
Green Bay 147 7.4 t58 1 Indianapolis 16 166 10.4 80 0 
Washington. 126 6.6 31 0 Houston...... 16 100 6.3 38 0 
Dallas....... 183 10.8 134 1 San Diego. 15 274 18.3 50 1 
Tampa Bay . 128 9.8 57 0 Miamii...... 13 152 11.7 36 0 
St. Louis...... 121 12.1 35 0 Buffalo....... 10 89 8.9 41 0 
Conference Total..........+ B5OS scien {88 17 Conference Total. 263 SIGE PF veucc 80 12 
Conference Average........ 22.7 2549) (U2. ons 1.2 Conference Average. 18.8 2202) 21 0.9 
League Total...........s:000 E7500 t88 29 League Average ............. 20.8 SAL TAG: ha 1.0 


NFC Player—Team No, Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TO. 
Young, Phil, .........ccsecesee 6 9 15 9 0 ase, Atle cccccsre (4. OGL) DOR “Ads 0 
Cromwell, Rams.. a= 2» “SOD 20:2). t80) a Williams, Giants .. 4 31 6° 15,05 ea 
Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD Clark, Atl......... 5 994 188 34 0 Cade, G.B........ 4 26 65 18 0 
LOTT, S.F 10 134 134 57 1 Marshall, Chi. .. 5 68 13.6 t58 1 McNorton, Det QU 10) 2S TOD iP 
Waymer, 9 648 53! ALA 20 Fellows, Dall... 5 46 9.2 134 1 Holmoe, S.F.... 3 149 49.7 t78 2 
Lee, G.B.. oY 33, ote 1 0 Mitchell, Det... 5 QL B21 10 Harris, Minn. ... 3 69 230 28 0 
Gray, Ram 8 101 126 28 O Green, Wash 5 OF Mae ah 0 Jordan, Wash.. 3 46 153 20 0 
Holt, Minn 8 54 68 27 0 Browner, Minn. 4 62 155 t39 1 Walls, Dall....... 31 1960 153 24 6 OS 
Richardson, m S69) 39:9: x32e 10 Galloway, Det. & 58145. S656 Newsome, Rams . 3 45 150 34 0 
Irvin, Rams . 6 150 25.0 t50 1 J. Fahnhorst, S 4 52 130 46 0 Fencik, Chi. ..... 3° 37) AB 6246.80 je 
Duerson, Chi 6 139 232 38 O Kinard, Giants. 4 52 AS 0255 0 Waitelet, N.0. 3 34) «14.35 j22 0 
Downs, Dall. 6 54 90 31 0 Fuller, S.F... 4 44 110 26 0 Hill, Giants... 3) 6258 “83:25! 0 
A. Waters, PI S, 39 65: 21-19 Mack, St. 4 42 105 24 0 Cooper, Phil. 3 20 67 20 O 
McKyer, S.F... Gy 33-) SHS tee ed Poe, N.O.. 4 42 105 30 O McKeever, T 3. 12 4:0, To 0 f= 
Fantasy—Dream Team—Arm Chair Football Players—This Digest is the ONLY EDGE you'll need & | 
“designed to help fantasy league owners make informed decisions in the draft that begins each fantasy = i 
season.” Robert McG. Thomas Jr., New York Times m : r 4 
Si 
‘A valuable tool to save the researchers hundreds of hours."’ Howard Schwartz, BGC, Las Vegas ne 
“This digest is to the Fantasy leaguer what the scouting combine reports are to the NFL.” bs 
Rick Hardgraves, St. Louis Globe-Democrat * © 
FANTASY FOOTBALL is sweeping the country. Isn't it time you caught the Fantasy Fever? . can fee 
IT’S THE HOTTEST SPORTS GAMEAROUND Sas o 
Fantasy Sports Inc. can make you a WINNER in your league by providing you with Cliff Charpentier's 4th Annual 1987 Fantasy Football 
Digest and weekly newsletters, exclusively written to help the novice and established franchise owner to become totally informed, with eS 


complete player statistics, player ratings and many, many helpful tips from the country’s No.1 Fantasy Football analyst. 

If you’re not already playing this exciting game, get a few friends, relatives, or football fans together and start a league. You don’t have lo 
be a football addict to play. Everyone and anyone can do it. 

Let Fantasy Sports Inc. show you how to start your own league and begin enjoying the game that millions are playing nationwide. You 
don’t need to own a computer or be affiliated with a computer company to play this game. Fantasy Sports Inc. will show you how easy it 
can be to establish a league, by using our Commissioner Organizer and Player Organizer books. 

Also, for those already existing Fantasy leagues out there, make sure to inquire about our league sanctioning discounts and Fantasy 
Football Register sanctioning publication. Don’t miss out on the fun. The season will soon be here. For more information pick up the 
phone and call us Toll-Free at 1-800-233-9809 or within Minnesota call 1-612-647-1380, or clip this handy coupon and mail in your order 


ey ERR R AAR AED ASERMR NERA ES ERE EEE ER REAR EAE ERE L REIS EERE RR 
ORDER FORM 

_ <> _- =~ 7 1987 Digest $ 9.95 Name ___ SSCS ( ) 

Our weekly newsletters packages Address 

___ One Time Update ’87 $5.00 E24 city State Zip 

___ Pre-Season Newsletters $10.00 E = Check Enclosed ___ Money Order 

______ Reg-Season Newsletters $30.00 7.© VISA Master Card 

Our helpful organizers = es date 
Commissioner Organizer $ 7.95 FANTASY ; = a 
Player Organizer lo ——_—_—— 


Mail to: Fantasy Sports, Inc. 


eid Matos here 1533 University Avenue 


Info on Additional Products and League Sanctioning 3 
ADD $2.50 FOR SHIPPING In MN add 6% Sales Tax St. Paul, MN 55104 
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Player—Team No. Yds. Avg, Lng. TD: 


Bowles, Wa: 0 
Coffey, Wash. 0 0 
Curry, T.B. 0 0 


Greene, G.B 
Martin, Gian 
Doleman, Minn 
Stills, GB... 


o 
FIN WU 09 SOSOWUNTENI~IN 0.0.0 
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W. Smith, S 35 

Butler, Atl 33 (33 
Curry, At 32 32 
Scott, Dall. 31 31 


Swoope, T.B.. 23 23 
Tuiasosopo, S 22 22 
Leopold, G.B.. 21 21 
Carson, Giants 20 
Foules, Phil 14 14 
Gary, N.O. 14 14 
Gayle, Chi 13 13 


J. Johnson, 13 13 
T. Johnson, Gian’ 13 13 
Le. Smith, St.L.. 13 13 
Bess, Minn.......... 12 12 


RRR RHR RHE RHR HH HERE N NN NNN NNN NM NN NNN NNN NMNNNNWlWWw lo 
we 
b 
~ 
— 
SOSSSSCOSCOSCOCSCCOM SCH HY HOSOSCOOOCODOOOHPOCOCOrH COC OCOCOSCCOOrFSOSCOSCSO > 


nN 
o 
RR HHH mMM rm mn Niiiowwlwuu 
VRBGWHOSSBOSNO 


Washington, id ae 


Individual 
Punt Returns 
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Player—Team No, FC Yds. Avg. Lng. Td. 
SIKAHEMA, StL... 43 16 522 12.1 t71 
Griffin, S.F...... 3 377 


2 

; b 1 

Mandley, Det. . .43 9 420 98 181 1 
Jenkins, Wash. .28 11 270 96 39 O 
Stanley, G.B.... 233% 3165 59.6. 183. 1 
Martin, N.O. 9 227 95 39 O 
Barnes, Chi.. 9 482 85 35 O 
Sutton, Rams.. 5 234 84 32 0 
McConkey, Giants.... 32 12 253 7.9 22 0 
Bess, Minn....... 23 10 162 7.0 15 O 
Banks, Dall. . 160 59 20 0O 
Dixon, Athos 26 151 58 16 O 


Player—Team No. FC Yds. Avg. 
EDMONDS, Sea....... 34 14 419 123 175 
Willhite, Den. .. 


i 
= 
Ard 
= 
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1 
: Q 1 
Fryar, N.E... - 35 10 366 105 t59 1 
Anderson, S.D. 25 10 227 91 30 O 
Walker, Raiders....... 49 15 440 9.0 t70 1 
Woods, Pitt..... 89 41 O 
McNeil, Clev.... 87 184 1 
J. Smith, K.C., 84 48 0 
Sohn, Jets....... 83 27 O 
Drewrey, Hou.. ‘ Yih? 525 0 
Ellis, Mia.....s.-.ss-css00- 6.27 E1700 
t—Tolichdown 
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Clayton, Pitt ...... 18 14 
E. Daniel, Ind 11 5 
Hinkle, Pitt... 7 6 
Clayborn, N.E 4 4 
D. Rose, Mia 63 3 36 
Marion, N.E... 56 2 (37 
Burroughs, Bu 49 2 41 
McNeal, Mia.. 46 2 29 
McGrew, N.E. 44 2 27 
Rockins, Clev. 41 2 24 
Foley, Den..... <ye pt 24 
R. James, N.E 399 cf 21 
Brown, Hou... 34 1 38 
Easley, Sea... 34 1 24 
Glenn, S.D..... 31 1 31 
Haynes, Raiders 251 Ff 22 
Toran, Raiders. , 28 21 19 
O'Neal, S.D, .....ccsssessseese 22/42 ry 
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McKenzie, Rai 
Gaines, Sea 
Hand, Ind... 
Kelly, Cin... 
Dennison, D: 
Armstrong, Ini 
Horton, Cin. 
B. Brown, Mi 
McSwain, N.E. 
Smerlas, Buff 
Charles, Mia... 


Cooks, Ind 


Bayless, Buff... 
Bostic, Hou.... 
K. Daniel, Ind. 
Donaldson, Hou.. 
Freeman, Buff 
Hackett, K.C.. 
Kozlowski, Mia 
Smith, Den. 
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AFC Nelson, Ne. <= e 21 105 v 
ason, HOU... : a 

INTERCEPTIONS— Continued Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD Hicks, Ind : 16 80 16 
CHERRY, K.C.... 150 167 9 Merriweather, Pitt........ 14 70" 19g 
Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Lippett, N.E... 76 95 43 Ellis, Clev 12° 6:0 7 
Lee, Mint. .eccsosscssseceonsees 10' 33." 10 McElroy, Raiders... 105 15.0 28 Matthews, Clev. 12 60 8 
A. Johnson, Phil. 6 20 9 Breeden, Cin. 72 103 t36 Bickett, Ind........ 10 5.0 10 
Williamson, S.F. FF Pato 2 Harden, Den.. 179 298 52 G. Blackwood, Mia 10 50 7 
Griffin, S.F.... 0 oO oO Holmes, Jet 29 28 Scholtz, Sea..... 10 50 10 
Jackson, Chi... 0 00 O Burruss, K. 193 38.6 t72 Clifton, Jets... B20) os 
Nixon, S.F...... 106 53.0 t88 Brown, Sea 58: 1 24 Barker, Cin..... yee ee | 
Brantley, T.B. 65 325 57 45 18 Barnes, Raiders ie PI 
Gibson, N.O.... 43 215 43 36 22 Hayes, Raiders... Fin ao BT 
Croudip, Atl... 35 17.5 29 36 26 R. Johnson, Hou GF S06 
Griffin, Det... 34 17.0 21 35 19 Judson, Mia... 0 oo oO 
Solomon, Minn. . 34 170 18 153 3 50 Lyles, Hou 0 O00 0 
Milot, Wash... 33 165 31 66 1 35 Taylor, Sea 0 00 O 
Wilson, Chi..... 31 155 21 42 1 32 Holt, Ind.... 80 80.0 80 
Reasons, Giants... 28 140 18 36 31 Rembert, N.E. STP 37.8 SE 
Patterson, Giants. 26 13.0 26 29 18 Adams, Raiders 32 32.0 32 
Sutton, Rams... 25 12.5 20 23 23 Harper, Clev... 31 31.0 31 
Jerue, Rams...... 23 115 122 20 15 Hamilton, Jets .. 29) 29,0)",29 
Welch, Giants... 22 11.0 16 18 13 Crable, Jets ... 26 26.0 26 
Washington, St.L.. 19 19 2 2 Spani, K,C.. 24 240 24 
D. Johnson, Det. 18 18 ypu) Be t67 Brown, S.D. 23 23.0 23 
J. Williams, Atl. 18 t14 64 21.3 t26 Hunley, Den 22 22.0 22 
Maxie, N.O. 15 15 56 1 56 Radecic, K 20.0 20 
Wilburn, W: 14 14 44 1 25 Bussey, Cin Oy 2920 + 19 

Woodberry, A 9 39 1 25 Zander, Cin 18 18.0 
Carter, St.L.. 12 ll 1 20 Martin, Rai Ba ATS OES 
J. Williams, D 12 33) 1 Bellinger, Buff 14 #140 14 
Wilkes, Atl. 11 10 Cocroft, K. 32 1 L. Blackwood, 14 140 14 
Jakes, N.O. 6 4 Shell, Pitt 17 Offerdahl, Mia 14 140 14 


w 
co 
eceeeessossocooecsesescococoecooCoOSCoCCCOCOCoOOSo OOOO DOSoDOOSCSoOoOSCCOoOOO 


NFC 


Player—Team 
LANDETA, Giants 
Donnelly, Atl. . 
Cox, Wash.. 
Hansen, N.O 
Teltschik, Phil. 
Runager, S.F... 
Coleman, Minn. 
Buford, Chi.. 
Saxon, Dall.. 
Garcia, T.B. 
Bracken, G.B... 
Black, Det....... 
Hatcher, Rams 
Beaters Stel aeapttesacscsksecsercteeececee 


Net 
Player—Team Punts Yards Long 
STARK, And, sccisiscseysosssscecsvesesve 76 3432 = 63 
Roby, Mia . 56 2476 73 
Camarillo, N 89 3746 64 


Gossett, Clev....... 


L. Johnson, Hou. . 3623 66 
Colbert, K.C.... 4033 56 
Kidd, Buff. .. 3031 57 
Guy, Raiders. 3620 64 
Newsome, Pitt. 3447 64 
Jennings, Jets. 3353 55 
Gamache, Sea. 3048 8655 
Hayes, Cin. .....cccss0e 1965 52 
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Avg. 
44.8 


Total 
Punts 


Total 
Punts 
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TB. Blk. 
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Team Punting 


Individual 
Kickoff Returns 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Yards Long Avg. TB. Bik. Ret. Yds. 20 Avg. 


Washingtoe.: oh ee Ts 
Washington 71 : = 
Ane, $421 7. 433 9) oY AAT D350. een eC REE oe SU 
New Orlean 3456 66 42.1 ll 1 37 234 17 36.6 Gray. N 0. eae 31 866 27.9 t101 1 
Philadelphia 4547 62 41.0 10 1 63 634 20 33.5 Sikahema, St. Rs fe 37 847 229 44 0 
Chicago apeues: 2850 59 40.7 8 1 23 110 20 36.9 Bess Minn... " 31 705 327 43 0 
San Francis 3450 62 406 8 2 £449 £2373 23 343 Brown Rane 36 794 221 55 0 
Dalllas......... 3498 58 40.2 10 1 41 301 28 34.4 Stamps Atl . 24 514 214 #35 O 
Tampa Bay 3132 60 40.2 8 0 39 414 19 32.8 Hunter ‘Det... 49 1007 20.6 54 0 
Minnesota . 2922 69 40.0 4 1 40 356 15 341 Jenking, Wash 27-554 205 37 «0 
Detroit .. 3389 60 39.9 10 2 39 517 18 31.4 Stanley, GB 28 559 20.0 55 O 
L.A. Rams. 3740 57 38 2 5 1 47 416 26 32.9 Elder Pitt.-Det 22 435 19.8 36 0 
Green Bay. 2825 63 37.7 6 5 44 ~~ 287 8 32.2 McConkey, Giants, 94 471 196 27 0 
St. Louis... “55 3411 52 37.1 J 1 44 296 21 33.0 Lavette, Dall...... 36 699 19.4 37 0 
Conference Total... 1169 47451 ee RS T2D). 230 5 4590) 5O2ZT) P279 ae Freeman, T.B. 31 582 188 33 O 
Conf. Average ss... 83.5 33894 ... 406 86 12 421 3586 199 342 Crawford, Phil 27 497 184 36 0 
Sanders, Chi....... 399 181 44 0O 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Total Opp. os a na AFC 
Punts Yards Long Avg TB. Blk. Ret. S. vg. 

i 22 36.9 Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. # 
i tee gee Faas 8832003 37.4 SANCHEZ, Pitl........ 25. 591 236 64 0 Dota 
Cleveland 83 3423 61 412 10 O 44 268 21 356 McGee, Cin........ ve 0 é ) 
Houston...... 89 3659 66 41.1 9 0 40 303 27 35.7 Humphery, Jets.. 1 
Kansas City 99 4033 56 40.7 Di eo" 9 1572, 223% 337 Bell, Dent... 9 mr 
New England.. 92 3746 64 40.7 7 3 60 565 16 33.1 Lang, Den a 
San Diego 79 «3193. 62 404) 909) =F 143) "S7) “Hy 329 Edmonds, Sea 
Buffalo ...... 75 3031 57 40.4 9 0 32) 260: 14) 345 Starring, N.E. 0 
L.A. Raiders... 90 “36208 «6a. "402 ab Ol «42 35%) 420) | 336 Ellis, Mia..... 0 7) 
N.Y, Jets... 85 3353 55 394 6 O 36 165 #27 361 Bentley, Ind. .. 0 
Denver... 86° £33766 “S70 393. 90. “40 3e2. S15. 33:0 Adams, Raiders . oP 
Pittsburgh... 89 3447 64 387 W 3 34 364 18 322 McNeil, Clev. .. 1 
Seattle... 79 3048 55 386 7 0) “38 (298° 30) 33.0 Morris, Sea... 0 
Cincinnat 59 Fi90Gs Sbou) Cassie (83 ot yeu sraare er ee 7 panietaon, 5.0 9 

Conference Total... 1142 46023 73 sau 113. «11. «555. 4799. 253) Pinkett. Hou., 0 
Conf. Average ....... 816 32874 .. 403 81 08 396 3428 181 341 J. Smith, KC, 0 f= 
Carte O31) (93474 73! aes 233) 281745: 9820. (532. Martin, Ind..... 0 
geo tere 5 82.5 33384 ... 40.4 83 1.0 40.9 3507 19.0 342 Walker, Raiders 0 w” 
BIRTH A revolutionary new concept in football competition! i. 
NN Ol INCEMENT 2-years in the making, J & J Computer Football is z 
See ee Oe _the ultimate pro football challenge. It’s your team 
right from the start. Draft that big-name rookie, © 
Name: en ule trade for your favorite superstar. Our computers use @ 
= this year’s players and their 1987 stats. fo) 
_ clk Compete weekly against the toughest bol 
Date of a2 football fans anywhere. Super Prizes! 
ha 


You DON’T need a computer to play. 


For complete rulebook and 
start-up package, send $3.95* to: 


J&J 
COMPUTER 


P.O. Box 98, Dept. Y 
East Northport, NY 11731-0098 
516-754-2221 


Baseball & Hockey games also available. 


*N.Y. state residents add sales tax. 
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Preseason Games 
(All times local) 


HALL OF FAME GAME 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 
Kansas City vs. San Francisco at Canton, 0........ 2:30 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 
Denver vs. Los Angeles Rams at London........,..... 6:00 


FIRST WEEK 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 
Kansas City at Houston 
Seattle at Los Angeles Rams 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 
Pittsburgh at Washington .......ccs.cesssusseecsesesnceee 8:00 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 
Buffalo at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Tampa Bay . 
Dallas at San Diego.......... 
Denver vs. Green Bay at Tempe, Ariz 
Indianapolis at Detroit. 
Minnesota at New Orleans.. 
Philadelphia at New York Je 
St. Louis at Cleveland... 
San Francisco at Los Angeles 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 
Chicago at Miami 
New York Giants at New England 


SECOND WEEK 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 
Atlanta at Kansas City 
Buffalo at Los Angeles Raiders.. 
Cincinnati at Detroit............ 
Cleveland at New York Giants. 
Dallas at San Francisco... 
Green Bay vs. Washington a 
Houston at New Orleans... 
Indianapolis at Minnesota 
New York Jets at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at New England ... 
Pittsburgh at Chicago...... 
Seattle at St. Louis 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
Los Angeles Rams at San |t ft: apleg pe oper eeenee 5:00 


MONDAY, AUGUST 24 
Miami at Denver ...,..-cscsrsscecsessucssrssessvecsseseesoneeavens 5:00 


THIRD WEEK 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 
San Diego at San Francisco..........ccssssecsseeccssesssiee 6:00 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 
Detroit at Seattle 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 
Buffalo at Kansas City 


Sosdos555053 
SSsssssosssess 


1230 


Cincinnati at Green Bay... 

Cleveland at Atlanta........ 8:00 
Denver at Los Angeles Rams... 3 
Houston at Indianapolis ... 7:30 
Miami at Philadelphia....... Rie 
New England at Minnesota...... 2:00 


New York Giants vs. New York Jets... 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans...... 
Washington at Tampa Bay 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
Los Angeles Raiders at Dallas .......ccseessecssecsessoseee 7:00 


MONDAY, AUGUST 31 
St. Louis at Chicago.....cc.ccssssssssssessecsstaseanssencssessees 7:00 


FOURTH WEEK 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
Detroit at Philadelphia. bey 
Minnesota at Denver... 


FRIDAY, ‘SEPTEMBER 4 


Atlanta vs. New England at Jacksonville, Fla....... 8:00 
Buffalo at Miami. 1-8? 


1:00 


New York Jets at San Diego 
San Francisco at Seattle 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
Chicago at Los Angeles Raiders.. 
Cleveland vs. Green Bay at Milwa 
Houston at Dallas. 
New York Giants a oF 
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis.......... 
Washington at Los Angeles Rams... 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 


Kansas City vs. St. Louis at Memphis, Tenn......... 1:30 


WOON er bWwrore 


. Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
. Cincinnati at Indianapolis . 
. Cleveland at New Orleans. 
. Dallas at St. Louis .. 

. Detroit at Minnesota. oa 
. Los Angeles Raiders at Green Bay... 
. Los Angeles Rams at Houston...., 
. Miami at New England.......... 
. New York Jets at Buffalo 
. Philadelphia at Washington... 
. San Diego at Kansas City..... 
. San Francisco at Pittsburgh 
. Seattle at Denver 


. New York Giants at Chicago... 


. Dallas at New York Giants.......,..csccsree 
. Denver vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 
. Detroit at Los Angeles Raiders... 
. Houston at Buffalo........ 
. Kansas City at Seattle. 
. Miami at Indianapolis... 
. Minnesota at Los Angeles Rams.. 
. New Orleans at Philadelphia. 
. Pittsburgh at Cleveland. 
. St, Louis at San Diego .. 
. San Francisco at Cincinna 
. Tampa Bay at Chicago 


. Atlanta at New Orleans. 
. Buffalo at Dallas........ 
- Chicago at Detroit..... 
. Cincinnati at Los Angeles Rams... 
. Green Bay at Tampa Bay. 
. Indianapolis at St. Louis 
. Los Angeles Raiders at Gs 
. Minnesota at Kansas City........ 

- New York Jets at Pittsburgh 
. New York Giants at Miami... 

. New England at Washington. 
. Philadelphia at San Francisco.. 
. Seattle at San Diego 


. Denver at Cleveland 


. Chicago at Philadelphia.........cccccccceseecons 
. Cleveland at New England. = 
. Dallas at New York Jets... 
. Green Bay at Minnesota 
. Houston at Denver......... 
. Indianapolis at Buffalo...... 

. Kansas City at Los Angeles Raiders 
. Los Angeles Rams at New Orleans.. 
. Miami at Seattle... 

. Pittsburgh at Atlanta... 
. St. Louis at Washington. 
. San Diego at Cincinnati. 

. Tampa Bay at Detroit 


. Buffalo at New England 
. Cincinnati at Seattle . 
. Detroit at Green Bay.. 
. Houston at Cleveland. 
. Kansas City at Miami. 
. Minnesota at Chicago... 


Regular Season 
(All times local) 


FIRST WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 


SECOND WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 


. Washington at Atlanta.. 1:00 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
. New England at New York Jets .......2... 9:00 
THIRD WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 


FOURTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 5 
. San Francisco at New York Giants....... 9:00 
FIFTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
. Atlanta at San Francisco 1:00 
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Week-by-Week Schedule 


. New Orleans at St. Louis 
. New York Jets at Indianapolis 
. Philadelphia at Dallas...,.......-...4 
. Pittsburgh at Los Angeles Rams. 
. San Diego at Tampa Bay.......... 
. Washington at New York Giants . 


. Los Angeles Raiders at Denver... 


. Cleveland at Cincinnati 
. Denver at Kansas City 
. Indianapolis at Pittsburgh... 


. Atlanta at Houston... 
. Buffalo at Miami... 

. Chicago at Tampa Bay. 
. Cincinnati at Pittsburgh. 
. Dallas at Philadelphia. 
. Denver at Minnesota . 
. Green Bay at Detroit. 
. Kansas City at San Diego. 
. New England at Indianapolis 
. New York Jets al Washington. 
. St. Louis at New York Giants.. 
. San Francisco at New Orleans 


. Cleveland at San Diego.. 
. Detroit at Denver... 
. Houston at Cincinna 
. Indianapolis at New Y! 
. Kansas City at Chicago 
. Los Angeles Raiders at New Engla 
. Minnesota at Seattle 
. New Orleans at Atlanta. 
. Philadelphia at St. Louis 
. Pittsburgh at Miammi.............. ~ 
. San Francisco at Los Angeles Rams..... 
D pate Bay vs, Green Bay at Milwau- 


d Washington at Buffalo .. 


. New York Giants at Dallas... 


. Atlanta at Cleveland.. 
. Chicago at Green Ba 
. Dallas at Detroit. 
. Denver at Buffalo ... 
. Houston at San Fra 
. Los Angeles Raiders at Min Na 
. Miami at Cincinnati... eecceeeseee 

. New Orleans at Los Angeles Rams... 
. Pittsburgh at Kansas City......... 
. San Diego at Indianapolis.. 
. Tampa Bay at St, Louis . 
. Washington at Philadelphia ... : 
. New England at New York Giants......... 


. Seattle at New York Jets 


. Buffalo at Cleveland 

. Cincinnati at Atlanta... 
. Dallas at New England 
. Detroit at Washington 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 


SIXTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 


. Los Angeles Rams at Atlanta.. 
. Miami at New York Jets...... 1:00 
. New England at Houston.. 12:00 
- New Orleans at Chicago... 12:00 
- New York Giants at Buffalo. 4:00 
. Philadelphia at Green Bay .... 12:00 
. St. Louis at San Francisco .. 1:00 
. San Diego at Los Angeles Ra 1:00 
. Seattle at Detroit 1:00 
Tampa Bay at Minnes 12:00 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 
. Washington at Dallastos = fae 8:00 


SEVENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 


. Seattle at Los Angeles Raiders........... "1:00 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 
. Los Angeles Rams at Cleveland............. 9:00 


EIGHTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


NINTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9 


TENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 


1987 Schedule Difficulty 


The following chart rates the strength of 1987 schedules according to the 
1986 won-lost records of '87 opponents. The number in parentheses immedi- 
ately after each team is that club’s record for last season, while the number in 159. 
parentheses after each column indicates how the team’s out-of-division, in-di- 160. 
vision and overall schedule difficulty ranks in relation to the entire league. 162. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ie 


Eastern Division (42-36-2, .538) 167. 


Out of Div. Tn Div. Overall 168 
535 (T 9) 438 (T22) 49 : 
504 (T15) 469 i 
504 (T15) 547 
535 (T 9) 578 F 
359 ( 27) 594 2) 169 


Ween (12-4) 
Dallas (7-9) 

Philadelphia (5-10-1). 
St. Louis (4-11-1) 


: Out of Div. In Div. eg 
Chicago (14-2) 594 (Tl) 313 ( 28) : (2 175, 
Minnesota (9-7).. . 590 (T3) 391 (T26) i 176. 
Detroit (5-11) 590 (73) 453 ( 21) 177. 


Green Bay (4-12)... 294 =((T1) 469 (719) ; 178, 
Tampa Bay (2-14) 398 (25) 500 (715) zi es 


181 
Western Division (34-28-2, .547) 
‘ 2 182 
Out of Div. In Div. 
San Francisco (1L0-5-1)..beccerrersene 481 (T19) 510 (14) 
Los Angeles Rams (10-6). ma or UCKh23) 521 (10) 
Atlanta (7-8-1) 453 (723) {5720 aGa6) ( 
New Orleans (7-9). 481 (719) 1583) 3013). 183, 


187 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 189. 

190. 

Eastern Division (36-44, .450) 191. 

Out of Div. In Div. Overall nae 

New England (11-5) te .cscsnsssseesss 582) STS) Ja9l TAG ) 194. 


New York Jets (10-6) .. 4 406 ( 25) A 195. 
Miami (8-8)... ‘ 438 (722) 5: 

Buffalo (4-12) j 500 (T15) : { ; 196 
Indianapolis (3- 371 (26) 516 (T11) 


Central Division (33-31, .516) 


Out of Div. In Div. ' 197. 


Cleveland (12-4) eo. boccsssssssssassn 475 (T21) 438 (7122) : 198. 

Cincinnati (10-6)... . 500 (T17) 479 ( 18) Z 

Pittsburgh (6-10).. sepeD OOM LCT LZ) 563 (7) 199. 

Houston (5-11)... ijtutisacaet 475 (721) Oa. CT #3) ‘516 (T 9) ae 
202 


Out of Div. In Div. Overall 205. 
Denver (11-5)... 508 (T13) 500 (T15) 504 (13) 206. 
Kansas City (10-6) 516 (T11) ~ (T11) 516 (T9) 207. 


Seattle (10-6) .sssssns S160 ATT) 6 yk (TIa)s S56, 02) oa 


Los Angeles Raiders ( 508 (7113) : (T 8) 2 ma) 
San Diego (4-12) 355 ( 28) 1609)" 1) 4482 (22) 510 
131. Green Bay at Seattle .....cccceesceseesesneeee 1:00 144. Detroit at Chicago..........cssecsssesseserseers 12:00 
132. Houston at Pittsburgh. 1:00 145. Denver at Los Angeles Raiders... .. 1:00 211 
133. Indianapolis at Miamii........... - 1:00 146. Green Bay at Kansas City...... 12:00 212 
134. Los Angeles Rams at St. Louis.............. 12:00 147. Indianapolis at New England.. 1:00 
135. Minnesota at Tampa Bay......... 1:00 148. New York Giants at New Orle 3:00 
136. New Orleans at San Francisco 1:00 149. Pittsburgh at Cincinnati. 1:00 213. 
137. New York Giants at Philadelphi . 4:00 150. St. Louis at Philadelphia 1:00 214 
138. New York Jets at Kansas City . 12:00 151. San Diego at Seattle... 1:00 215 
139. Los Angeles Raiders at San Diego 5:00 ie es yi ya at Tampa Bay ae vi oe 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 153. Miami at Dallas .........ssecsseussecesseseeseresnee : 518, 
140. Chicago at Denver ..........ceccssccssecsseesseesees 7:00 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23 219. 
154. Los Angeles Rams at Washington ......... 9:00 220 
ELEVENTH WEEK 221. 
TWELFTH WEEK 222. 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 223 
141. Atlanta at Minnesota ......00. scenes “ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
142. Buffalo at New York Jets.... : 155. Kansas City at Detroit 20.2... eeseeees 12:30 
143. Cleveland at HOUStOM...........ssrsecseseene ; 156. Minnesota at Dallas .............scsssecscseessess 3:00 224. 
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. Green Bay at Chicago..... 


. Tampa Bay at Los Angeles Rams 


. Washington at St. Louis. 
. Chicago at Minnesota 


. Buffalo at Indianapolis 
. Cincinnati at Cleveland 
. Dallas at Washington. 
. Detroit at Tampa Bay.... 


. Minnesota at Detroit...... 
. New England at Buffalo. 


37, 203. 
Western Division (43-37, .538) 204. Philadelphia at New York J 


. San Diego at Denver . 


. Los Angeles Rams at San Fra 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 


. Cincinnati at New York Jets... 


Denver at San Diego ...... 


Houston at Indianapolis. 
Miami at Buffalo............. 


Philadelphia at New England... 
St. Louis at Atlanta... 


Cleveland at San Francisco........eserese 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Los Angeles Raiders at Seattle............. 6:00 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 


. Atlanta at Dallas..........cssesssecsensesenessenees 12:00 
. Buffalo at Los Angeles Raiders... Ry 


Central Division (34-46, .425) 172. 


Indianapolis at Cleveland... 
Kansas City at Cincinnati... 
Los Angeles Rams at Detroit.. 
New England at Denver........... 
Philadelphia at New York Giants 9 
San Diego at Houston...........00 .. 12:00 
San Francisco at Green Bay... : 

Seattle at Pittsburgh..... 
Tampa Bay at New Orlea 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 


. New York Jets at Miami... 9:00 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Atlanta at Los Angeles Rams 


Houston at New Orleans... 


. Los Angeles Raiders at Kansas City...... 3:00 


Miami at Philadelphia...............cccceeeoes 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee. 12:00 
3: 


New York Giants at St. Louis... 00 

New York Jets at New England . 1;00 

. Pittsburgh at San Diego 1:00 

Denver at Seattle....... 5:00 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 

. Chicago at San Francisco Sectscucanaes 6:00 
FIFTEENTH WEEK 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 

Green Bay at New York Giants.............. 12:30 

Kansas City at Denver.......cccccceseesesee 2:00 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

Cleveland at Los Angeles Raiders.......... 1:00 


Indianapolis at San Diego....... nv \Ae00 


New Orleans at Cincinnati. 


Pittsburgh at Houston........ 
St. Louis at Tampa Bay. 
San Francisco at Atlanta... 


New York Jets vs. New York Giants... 1:00 
St. Louis at Dallas......... an 


Seattle at Kansas City... 
Tampa Bay at Indianapo 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 
New England at Miamii.........ccssesseceseee 9:00 
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1987 NFL § 


Seattle at Chicago.......... 54 
« Washington at Miami... css 8:00 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 
. Dallas at Los Angeles Rams..........+00 6:00 
SIXTEENTH WEEK 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 
. Cleveland at Pittsburgh... see 12:30 
. Washington at Minnesota.........srssser 3:00 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 
. Buffalo at Philadelphia ...........seceeceeuee 1:00 
. Chicago at Los Angeles Raiders . .. 1;00 § 
. Cincinnati at Houston ............. .. 12:00 
. Detroit at Atlanta.......... . 1:00 § 
Green Bay at New Orleans ..............000 12:00 


= 


” 
3 bed 
[- 
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JOE GREENE | 


Continued From Page 64 


“I'm sorry,” he said, quietly, “but I can’t 
help but think what my career would 
have been like if I had stayed healthy.” 

Greene realized a “lifelong fantasy” in 
1981 when he opened Partners, a Tex-Mex 
restaurant near his home in Duncanville, 
Tex. Later, he opened a second Partners 
in Garland, Tex., and a Cajun restaurant 
called Bachman Cafe in Dallas. 

“Things went real well for awhile, then 
business started to go. Being a competi- 
tor, I kept thinking, ‘I can fight through 
this.’ But I saw no way to cut if off. 

“My funds were depleted to the point I 
couldn’t go on any longer. I was up to my 
neck in bills. I closed the restaurants last 
June and sold them.” 

Greene might have made his business 
work had he traded on his name, famous 
because of the Steelers’ success and his 
popular 1979 Coca-Cola television com- 
mercial. 

“T couldn't do that,” he said at the time, 
“because I wanted people to accept me 
for me, not because I played for the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. I wanted my business to 
stand on its own merit.” 

But Greene changed that attitude when 
he started his new company, “Joe Greene 
Specialty Foods." He distributed frozen 
fruit bars in Texas for Frozfruit, a Califor- 
nia-based firm that also has former Steel- 
er Franco Harris as a distributor. 
Greene’s sales figured to receive a boost 
from his Hall of Fame appointment. But 
thal changed when he got a call from an 
old friend in February 1987. Greene was 
named the Steelers’ defensive line coach 
and the frozen fruit bars were put on hold. 

“He (Greene) falls into the category of 
good people,” Noll said. “When you have 
intelligent, good people, you double it. 
When you have intelligent, good people, 
who love the game and are interested in it 
and want to make it happen, that’s what 
we're looking for. We’re happy to have 
Joe Greene.” 

Greene had tried coaching on a volun- 
teer basis in 1982 when he worked with 
the Steelers’ defensive linemen at training 
camp. But he left after a week because he 
felt he was infringing on Noll and former 
defensive line coach Jon Kolb. 

In 1982, Greene briefly was considered 
for the North Texas State coaching job, 
though he did not pursue the opportunity 
because of a commitment to CBS-TV as a 
color commentator on the National Foot- 
ball League telecasts. He was fired after 
one season. 

Greene admitted to “doodling over 
plays” during his time out of football. He 
talked of watching games on television 
and critiquing the action. He mentioned 
how much he enjoyed passing on tips 
“about football and life” to his two teen- 
age sons and their friends. 

“Tm very, very capable of doing this,” 
Greene said of his coaching appointment. 
“It's just a clear-cut thing. I feel very 
strongly about it. I think it’s something 


158 * 


Joe Greene inspired much of the 
intensity that helped the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers to four Super Bowl 
titles between 1975 and 1980. 


that I can be very good at. 

“It’s all a matter of getting my teaching 
skills in place, my presentation organized 
to the point I can convey information in a 
logical manner. That’s the essence of 
teaching.” 

* * * 

While Greene feels strongly that the 
timing was right for his return to Pitts- 
burgh, it was painful to leave Texas. It 
was particularly difficult to pass up a new 
opportunity at North Texas State. 

Greene probably could have become 
the school’s athletic director. 

“Tt was his job if he wanted,” said Ron 
Shanklin, a former college and pro team- 
mate, who is North Texas’ wide receivers 
coach and recruiting coordinator. 

“Whai part of the job couldn’t Joe do? 
He has so much influence here. If you can 
find 20 people who haven't heard of him, 
you're probably in China.” 

Greene's ties to his alma mater are ex- 
tensive. 

He has served on the school's nine- 
member Board of Regents, a position he 
was appointed to in 1982 by former Texas 
Gov. Mark White. He also has worked as 
an unpaid recruiter, making dozens of 
speeches on behalf of the university. 

“You had better believe I drop Joe’s 
name when I recruit,’ Shanklin said. “I 
use his name as a substitute for integrity 
and ability and goodness and sensitivity 
and consistency,” 

Greene thinks so highly of North Texas 
State that he did not balk when his son, 
Major, enrolled there last fall. Major, a 
redshirt freshman, is a defensive end and 
outside linebacker. 

“T want him to be a whole person, not 
just an athlete,” Greene said. 

Greene does not play the role of proud 
father when it comes to Major's football 
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ability. He said Major was “an average 
high school player,” the result of a dislo- 
cated left kneecap his sophomore season. 
Greene says he likes Major’s attitude and 
leadership qualities, but stops short of 
predicting stardom. 

“T have to laugh when I hear people ask 
him, ‘Are you going to play defensive 
tackle, too? Are you going to turn the pro- 
gram around? 

“T tell them he’s just a kid, just one kid, 
not a team. [ don’t want him to have to 
carry that burden.” 

The North Texas State staff is taking an 
optimistic yet realistic approach toward 
the young Greene’s future. 

“We were delighted to get Major, any- 
one would have taken him,” Shanklin said. 
“It wasn't like we took him as a favor to 
his daddy.” 

“Obviously, he can’t be another Joe 
Greene,” said Fred McCain, who is retir- 
ing as the school’s athletic director Au- 
gust 31. “I’m not sure anyone can. Those 
players come along once in a lifetime.” 

Major Greene said he went to North 
Texas State to get an education in busi- 
ness finance, not to challenge the legend 
that was Joe Greene. He said he is not 
intimidated by his father’s picture and re- 
tired jersey (No. 75), which hang inside 
the athletic building at Fouts Field, even 
though he walks by them everyday on his 
way to practice. 

“T hope one day that my picture and my 
jersey (No. 98) will be on that wall,” Major 
said. “To say that I don’t feel that way 
wouldn’t be the truth. It's an incentive for 
me. I'm going to give it everything I have. 

“But if it doesn’t happen, I can live with 
it. If I got it in my mind that I had to do 
everything my father did, I'd go crazy. 

“What people expect of me is out of my 
control. All I can do is my best. If that’s 
not good enough for people, it’s just not 
good enough. That's their problem, not 
mine.” 

Major Greene's maturity comes as no 
surprise to anyone who knows his parents 
or his grandmother. Cleo Thomas raised 
Joe, his brother, Russell, and sisters Joyce 
and Doris, by herself. Her husband, Carl- 
ton, abandoned the family when Joe was 
young. 

Greene said they were poor without 
knowing it. There always was money for 
food and clothing and insurance to play 
football. 

Cleo, who lives less than a mile from 
Greene’s home in Duncanville, kept a 
close watch on her children. She believed 
in lectures, not whippings. 

“She could make me feel so guilty when 
I upset her because I knew the burden she 
was Carrying as a single parent,” Greene 
said. “That's why I tried to take care of 
my bed and my room. And I did the dishes 
without her having to scream at me, even 
though I detested that.” 

“T talked and talked to all of them until 
they tired of listening to me,” Cleo said. “I 
talked to them about life, about what they 
should and shouldn't do. I told them if they 
saw trouble they should try to help the 
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HOWARD'S SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 


= 
SHOP BY : MAIL, 


NO NEED TO LEAVE 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 


"Nation's Most Reliable Baseball Card Dealer" 
FASTEST SERVICE IN THE COUNTRY! 
HOWARD'S REPEAT CUSTOMERS RECEIVE 
FREE OUR "BASEBALL CARD REPORT’, 
THE MOST INFORMATIVE NEWSLETTER IN THE BUSINESS. 


os 


Featuring 1987 Sets !! 


1987 Topps Baseball Set - 792 cards 
1987 Sportflics Set - March delivery 


Receive 50 FREE 1985 and older mixed 
cards worth up to $10 or more with 
each of these sets 


Check out these NEW sets !! 


1987 Fleer Commemorative set 

1987 Donruss Rookie set - 57 cards 

1986 Topps Traded set - 132 cards 

1986 Fleer Traded set - 132 cards 

1986 Topps NFL - 396 cards i 
1986 Fleer MINI set- 132 cards ................22.0.048 12.95 
1986 Topps MINI set-66 cards. ........................7.95 
1986 O-Pee-Chee - 396 cards 


Baseball Sets! 


TOPPS FLEER DONS 


Topps Baseball Sets! 


99.50 1979 


All cards are in mint condition. We are a full time dealer and have the largest 
inventory in the U.S.A. 100% return privilege! Prices subject to change. Add 
$2.00 postage per complete set and $1.00 per team set, unless you order 
over $25.00, then add 50¢ per team set. Ohio Residents add 5.5% Sales 
Tax. Ifusing a credit card you will be charged for the full amount when your 
order enters our system so that we can reserve your products at the prices 
quoted. There is a $1.00 credit card fee and a $3.00 C.O. D. fee. 


...Featuring Supplies for the 


Sports Card Collector 


* Double polished vinyl for the 
You get the CLEARESTresults 
BEST AVAILABLE jas 
QUALITY CLEAR __ -Trustworthy because they're 
laboratory tested 
SH EET. Ss . FASTEST shipping 
* 3-pocket top loading sheets 


CALL TOLL FREE 


* DURABLE because they're made to 


1986 Amazing Sport-Flics 

1986 Topps 5X7 Super - 60 cards. 

1986 Topps 3-D - 30 cards - Beautiful set 

1986 Star Co. NBA Basketball set 

1000 Unsearched 1987 Topps Baseball cards with bonus of 
20 Glossy All Star cards with each group. These are factory 
sealed, guaranteed unsearched 

Same Deal, 1000 Unsearched 1986 Topps cards. 


More Sets 


1981 Topps Traded 

1982 Topps Traded 

1983 Topps Traded 

1984 Topps Traded - RARE 
1984 Fleer Traded 

1985 Topps Traded 

1985 Fleer Traded 


ABES Topps: NEES Secret cas sieess niaseettamsanadae sso? 9. 50 
1985 Topps USFL 

1985 Topps All-Star Glossy 

1986 Topps All-Star Glossy 

NEW! 1987 Topps All-Star Glossy.....22.220ceeeeeeee 4.95 


1987 Topps Team Sets 


Mets, A’s andAngels. ..... 2.2.2.0... 0. eee cee eee eee 3.95 
Rangers, Reds, Red Sox, Royals and Yankees.......... 2.50 
igers end Glaniers <5. icc sacs cs terad cs aeetanaaaeeaas he 1.95 
Any other team of your choice. .... 2.2.6... ee eee ee 1.50 


Receive CATALOG FREE when your 
order is over $20 or send in $5.00 


We also have binders...they have a 
foam padded, vinyl cover with a slant 
D-ring for easy turning of pages, also 
has a page protector 


3" Card Album 
2" Card Album 


$695 
$525 


Please add $2.00 postage per 100 


100 for $1195 sheets and $1.00 for each album. 


Or Send Check or Money Order to: ar 


1-800-457-9974 
(TO ORDER USING VISA OR Mastercard 
OR TO ORDER .C.O.D. ONLY) 128 EAST MAIN ST. 


) 
OHIO RESIDENTS CALL1-419-943-2612 LEIPSIC, OHIO 45856 
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970, 100% GUARANTEE, 7-DAY RETURN PRIVILEGE 


DEPT. SNYB 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


*NFL *NBA 
*MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
*MOST NCAA COLLEGE TEAMS 


We are the arate for ‘Proline’ merchandise 
including authentic and replica jerseys. ra 
Ky 


WE CARRY EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO AND 
COLLEGE SPORTS FAN! 


Hise 


oR OUR NEW 


THE SPORTS SECTION 159 N. Market St., Inglewood, CA 90301 

THE SPORTS SECTION at Pants by Gosh, Inc., 283 Santa Monica, CA 90401 
THE SPORTS SECTION 550 W. Manchester, Inglewood, CA 90301 

(On the way to the Fabulous Forum. One block east of the 405 Fwy.) 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Why Is SSS FOOTBALL The Best Game Around? 
YU The Best Prizes — Including Super Bow! & Pro Bowl Trips! 
J~) The Only TOLL-FREE HOTLINE! 
YL All Trades and Free Agents Are FREE! 
YL Three Years’ Experience — Money-Back Guarantee! 
— Draft and Coach Your Own Pro Football Team — 
“TEAM UP WITH THE BEST’— Call NOW for FREE Brochure: 


1- 800- TEAM-SSS) (in a: 1-617-864-6060) 


oy ‘, SIMULATED Sports SERVICES 
J. W. McCormack Building 
Box 2871 
Boston, MA 02101 


THE FOOTBALL STATBOOK 


Features include the maintaining and printing of game, 
year-to-date and historical team/league football stats. 
Includes all major stats plus user-definable stats 


Tru ts 
ire PRO LINE. 
Authentic NFL “Game” Jerseys 
All 28 teams, white or dark, $56.95 + $4.95 p/hea 
$(38); M (42); L (44); XL (46-48) 


JOE GREENE 


Continued 


person, to show him what he was doing 
wrong. If that didn’t work, they had to dis- 
continue the relationship. They simply 
couldn't afford to be around trouble.” 

But, for awhile at least, Greene was 
trouble. He was ejected from more high 
school, college and pro games than he 
cares to remember. He said his temper 
was the result of his frustration as a bul- 
lied child. His mother and wife, Agnes, 
said he hated to lose. 

“Yeah, I guess I could have been really 
nasty in a losing situation,” Greene said. 

“He was such a physical presence that 
it was natural he develop into a leader at 
North Texas,” said McCain, then an assis- 
tant coach. “Who was going to contest 
him?” 

“The upperclassmen tried,” said Ken 
Bahnsen, another of Greene’s coaches at 
North Texas. “They liked to run two-on- 
one drills against the freshmen. They 
tried Joe, but he stopped both blockers in 
their tracks and flipped them off. I don’t 
think anyone has ever blocked him 
since.” 

Greene's dominance earned him his 
nickname, Mean Joe. 

Actually, it was meant for the defense 
at North Texas State, which helped pro- 
duce a 23-5-1 record during the Greene 
years. The unit was known as The Mean 
Green because the team’s uniforms were 
green. 

When Greene became the school’s first 
consensus All-America in 1968, however, 
folks started calling him Mean Joe 
Greene. 

“It really smarted to hear that at first,” 
Cleo said. “I kept thinking, ‘How could 
they say that about my child? He’s always 
been so gentle.’ I didn’t realize it was 
meant as a compliment.” 

“Mean Joe, shoot,” Shanklin said, grin- 
ning. “The guy is bambi. Always has been, 
always will be.” 

Ron Cook is a writer for the Pittsburgh Press. 
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DRAFT YOUR OWN 
FOOTBALL 
FRANCHISE! 


Draft from today's stars. Make trades, acquire free 
agents on your way to the top. You set the line-ups, 


we do the rest. Leagues are forming now & through- 
out the summer 
Call or write for FREE brochure & draft application: 


BIG APPLE SporTS 718-979-0082 
P.O. Box 62, Staten Island, NY 10306 


Many unique features. Also includes rotisserie/style 
game. Price; $69.00. M/C or VISA. IBM PC or compati- 
ble. Also available: basketball $49, baseball/softball 
$59, hockey/soccer/misc. $49. RJL Systems, 106 New 
Haven Ave., Milford, CT 06460 — Phone: 203-878-0376. 


National Foothall League e Jackets © Caps @T-Shirts 
Send $1.00 for NFL or MLB/NGA catalog Fee deducted fram Ist order 


SPORTS CORNER 


73 Village Dr, Ormond Beach, Fl 32074 
Orders ond inquiries call 904-673-2823 


fom A.S.C. “CONTACT” ED 


I FOOTBALL CAMP 


In PA, IL, GA & Canada @ June, July ® Boys 8-18 
“LIVE™ CONTACT & SCRIMMAGES iT 
STAFF: 35 NFL Pros, Pro Coaches, 80 College Coaches. 
For are and Info Mayoard Turow —SNYBP ne 


J&J COMPUTER SPORTS 
iS HERE! 
LOOK FOR OUR 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

IN THIS EDITION! 
OR CALL 516-754-2221 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Computerze your league. BASIC program 
allows you to run your own league from draft to 
championship, Send $18.75 for package or for 
information a SASE to BCD Entemprises, 2220 
Wesicreek #88E, Houston, Texas 77027 Specify 


IBM, Apple or Commodore computer. 


"Free Agent P Pro Try-Out Camp (19-35) J 
L. me ee me Call (301) 871-6676 = aoe oe 


160 * The Sporting News 1987 Pro Football Yearbook 


Save On The Sporting News Now! 


L_] Send me 33 issues of 
The Sporting News for $17.99. 


L] Payment Enclosed L Bill Me Later 


Name (Please Print) 


Address 


City 


State Zip 


Our best price. Half off the regular 
subscription rate. Subscribe now and get 
the convenience of home delivery every week. 


Canadians add $12 for subscription postage. 
Other foreign rates on request. NB170-1 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL ~—s PERMIT NO. 685 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


Che Sporting N 


100 STADIUM DRIVE 
MARION, OHIO 43306 


MARION, OH 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


Customers who demand the most 
. from their vehicles rely on 


Z Motorcraft batteries. That's why 


batteries 3 of _ you'll find a rugged Motorcraft 
HOW THE .. Soe 


TOUGH Ford Tuck 
GET GOING. Seiniae 
designed 


/\ specifically for 
“Yq, improved cold- 

~ cranking power. 

os you re off the 
road, on the water, at the farm, 
or in your garage, Motorcraft 
makes a quality-built battery 
to get you started. And a full 
line of reliable Motorcraft 


ee — parts to keep you going. 


Motorcraft aaa Ford 


EXCEEDS THE NEED 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


“Also Avai 


a.) & 
t AVE pe ies ee Ra a 1987 BRW T ; 
: +e Suggested setail price of Richland 28'sis'the Same as.that.af-requlay price 20s. yy SR 
ESS > .: eS DE 4 5 eT eT: NGL SBE ON : 
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